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OETICAL compoſitions, it will readily be ad- 
mitted, are of a very antient original; and very 
early ſpecimens of this kind of writing are yet to be 
found on record, both in ſacred * and profane ſtory. 
—Writings in poeſy have many peculiar excellencies 
in them, and particular advantages attending them: 


and when men, endued with poetical talents, em- 


ploy them on ſubjects of real importance, the ſparkling 
and flowery images, the magniſicent and lofty ex- 
preſſions, and the ſtriking figures and retorical embel- 
liſhments, add ſuch a native grandeur, dignity, and 
majeſty to the ſubject, that the mind is not only truly 
elevated, the attention gained, the affections moved, 
and devotion excited ; but the memory is gradually 
prepared to retain and be benefited by them, on ac- 
count of the beautiful and elegant manner in which 
the various topics are elucidated, 


* See the Song of Moſes at the Red-ſea, Exod. xv. 1.—27. 
This Song is the moſt antient and ſublime piece of poetry in the 
world : the images are natural; the arangement of its ideas is 
beautiful; and the ſtrain of piety which breathes through the 
whole, is truly evangelical. 
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No ſubject is more intereſting, or can be a fitter 
theme, for thoſe veſted with a poetical genius, than 
theſe of an evangelical nature, either directly founded 
upon ſome particular portion of ſacred writ, or drawn 
from it, by juſt and neceſſary conſequence. No 
writings, for juſtneſs of ſentiment, and ſublimity of 
ſtile, can equal or compare with theſe of divine inſpi- 
ration: and though the myſteries of Chriſtianity, and 
the wonders of our holy religion, ſtand in no need of 
gay trimings and poetical embelliſhments to ſet them 
off; yet, ſuch is the ſuperior excellency of inſpired 
poeſy, that the brighteſt and moſt elevated deſcrip- 
tions of a mortal pen muſt vail to it: and therefore, 
ſays a celebrated writer, If any would attempt to be 
© maſter of true eloquence, and aim at a proper ele- 
© vation of ſtile, let him read, with unremitting dili- 
© gence, the antient prophets, and inſpired apoſtles; 
© for their writings are an abundant ſource of all the 
< riches and ornament of ſpeech.” 4 

Where will you find ſuch ſtrong figures, bold me- 
taphors, and ſurpriſingly beautiful images, than in 


the writings of Moſes, the Iſraclitiſh law-giver, whom 


Longinus himſelf, a Gentile critic, cites as maſter of 
the true ſublime ſtile? Where can there be ſeen, a- 
mong all our celebrated moderns, ſuch grandeur, va- 
riety, and juſtneſs of ideas, or more pomp and beauty 
of expreſſion, than in the writings of Job? And 1s 
not poetical excellencies, depth of thought, and ſub- 
limity of ſtile, carried to its utmoſt pitch, in the 
writings of David, the prophet Iſaiah, and in ſome 
paſſages of the lefler prophets?—When this is the caſe, 
is it not ſurpriſing that ſo many, endued with fine 
poetical abilities, ſhould ſo much negle&t, in their 
various compolitions, to read their Bibles, adopt the 
ſentiments, and attempt to imitate the ſublime ſtile of 
the inſpired writers? 
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PRE FACE 7 
It hath been now a long and juſt complaint, that 


poeſy, which is of a divine original, ſhould have 
been ſo much debaſed to the worſt of purpoſes, in de- 


corating vice and profaneneſs ; and that men, endued 
with ſuch a happy talent, ſhould ſo much employ it, 
in furniſhing out theatrical entertainments, or upon 
ludicrous and profane trifles. How happy would it 
have been for the world, what an ornament to Chri- 
ſtianity and advantage to the church; and how ho- 
nouring to themſelves, as well as beneficial to the 
intereſts of religion, had they employed it on evange- 
lical and divine ſubjects, in pointing out the beauties 
of creation, the bounty of providence, the depths of 
redeeming love and grace, and the excellency and 
ſweetneſs of true religion and practical godlineſs! 


The Rev. Mr. ExskIxk, Author of the following 
Poems, was happy in employing his poetical talent to 
the beſt of purpoſes: the ſubjects he made choice of 
to handle, were of the utmoſt importance for man- 
kind to know; his manner of treating them, truly 
evangelical; and the ſpirit that breathes through 
them, heavenly and divine; tending to warn the 
heart, excite to genuine devotion, and to inſpire the 
mind with juſt and proper ſentiments of God and 


true religion. 


The ſentiments of Dr. Bradbury, relative to our 


* Author's poetical talent, is very juſt. * Mr. Erſkine's 


Poems, ſays he, are greatly to be eſteemed, for the 


q < ſweetneſs of the verſe, the diſpoſition of the ſubjects, 
> © the elegancy of the compoſition, and, above all, 


* for that which animates the whole, the ſavour of 
* divine and experimental knowledge.” 
The following lines of two celebrated Engliſh poets, 


applied to our Author, 


v, AF 
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Say, human ſeraph, whence that charming force, 
That flame! that ſoul! which animates each line; 
And how it runs with ſuch a graceful eaſe, 
Loaded with pond'rous ſenſe! Say, did not He, 
The lovely Jesus, who commands thy breaſt, - 
Inſpire thee with himſelf Grove. 


No vulgar themes thy pious muſe engage, 

No ſcenes of luſt pollute thy ſacred page. 

You in majeſtic numbers mount the ſkies, 

And meet deſcending angels as you riſe, — 

Regard the man, who in ſeraphic lays 

And flowing numbers ſings his Maker's praiſe: 

He needs invoke no fabled muſe's art, 

The heavenly ſong comes genuine from his heart! 
From that pure heart which Gop has deign'd t' inſpire, 
With holy raptures and a ſacred fire. 

Thrice happy man Eus EB. 
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Chriſt directeth her to the ſhepherds tents; and ſhew- 
eth his love to her, giving her gracious promiſes. 
—The church and Chriſt congratulate one ano- 


ther, - - - 315 
The title of the ſong, - ibid. 
The church's love unto Chriſt, nanſdi —_ - ibid. 

She confeſſeth her deformity, rer/es 5, 6. - 318 

She prayeth to be directed to Chriſt's flock, verſe 7. 320 


Chriſt directeth the ſpouſe to the ſhepherd's teuts, — 3. 321 
Sheweth his love to her by commendations, ver/cs 9, 10. 322 


Giveth her gracious promiſes, ver/e 11. - 323 

The church and Chriſt's congratulations, ver. 12,—17. 324,—329 

The church's commendation of Chriſt, ver/es 13, 14. 325 

Chrilt comwendeth the ſpouſe's beauty, ver/e 15. 327 

The church returns the commendation, and extolleth her Be- 

loved's beauty, verſes t6, 17. - 527, 328 
CHA ©. 20 


The mutual love of Chriſt and his church. —The hope 
and calling of the church. —Chriſt's care of the 
church. The profeſſion of the church, her faith and 
hope, . - 5 330 

Chriſt's ſpeech concerning himſelf and the church, v. 1, 2. 330, 33t 

The ſpouſe cotnmends her Beloved, and prefers him above all o- 


thers, verſe 3. - - 332 
Remembers +8, N and ſatisfaction ſhe had in communion 
with Chrilt, verſe 4 - - | 324 


XV1 FRM T.NRT 
Entertains herſelf with the preſent tokens of his favour, verſes 

52 6. 3 27 - 335, 336 
Takes care that nothing happen to intercept him, ver. 7. ibid, 
Triumphs in his approaches towards her, verſe 8, o. 336 
Repeats the gracious calls he had given her to go with him, in- 
forced by the pleaſures of the returning ſpring, v. 10,—13. 341 
Chriſt's care of the church, ver/es 14, 15. - 345 
In calling her from her obſcurity, ver/e 14. - ibid. 

In giving charge to deſtroy whatever could hurt her, v. 15. 346 
The church proſeſſeth her faith and hope, verſes 16, 19. 347 


Invites, by prayer, his glorious return, verſe 17. 349 ( 
CHAP. II. 3 
| 
The church's fight and victory in temptation.—The ; 
church glorieth in Chriſt, 4 350 4 
| q 
The church's exerciſe on her Beloved's being withdrawn from her, : 
verſe 1. . - - ibid. J 
The pains ſhe was at, and the means ſhe uſed to find him, ver/es 1 
2, 3. - - a 351 = 
Her behaviour when ſhe ſound him, ver/e 4. - 352 1 
Her care that nothing might diſturb him, ver/e 5. 356 = 
The daughters of Jeruſalem admire the church's excellencies, v. 6. ib, g. 
The church's admiration of Chriſt under the perſon of Solomon, | a 
verſes 7, — 10. - - 357 "i 
From the grandeur and ſtatelineſs of his bed, verſe 7. ibid, 8 
From his numerous and magnificient guard, ver. 7, 8. 357, 358 | & 
From the ſplendor and incomparableneſs of his chariot, ver/es 5 
9, 10. - - 360 bo 
She calls the daughters of Sion to admire the dignity of his royal : 
perſon, with his brilliant crown, ver/e 11. - 361 . 
CHAP. IV. | 


Chriſt ſetteth forth the graces of the church. —He ſhew- 
eth his love to her.— The church prayeth to be made 


fit for his preſence, - . 363 ; 

Chriſt highly commends the church's beauty, v. 1,—7. 363.—368. | 
Condeicends on ſeveral particular inſtances of her beauty, verſes 
1 2 if 4% 363 

Pronounces her all fair, without any ſpot, rer/e 7. 568 | 
Retires himſelf and invites her with him, from the mountains 
of terror, to thoſe of delight, verſes 6,—8. 367, 368 
Proſeſſeth his great love to her, and his delight in her indeared 
affection to him, verſer 9,—15, - 269,—37 4 


077 


The church implores the influences of the bleſſed Spirit so make 
her garden fragrant, and invites Chrilt to che belt entertain- 4 
ment it affords, ver/e 16, 4 375 3 
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CHAF. V. 


Chriſt awaketh the church with his calling The church, 


having a taſte of Chriſt's love, is ſick of love—A de- 
ſcription of Chriſt by his graces, w 377 


Chriſt graciouſly accepts the church's invitation, and makes a 


kind viſit to her, verſe 1. - - ibid. 


The ſpouſe's account of her folly in putting a ſlight upon her Be- 


loved, and the diſtreſs ſhe was in by reaſon of his withdraw- 


ing, verſes 2.—8. a * 378,—381 
Mentions her indiſpoſition, and repeats her Beloved's kindly 
addreſs to her, ver/e 2. - - 378 
Condeſcends on the excuſe ſhe made to put off her compliance, 
verſe 3. - 2 we, 379 
Narrates the means uſed that gained her compliance, ver/es 
0 26 = ibid. 


4» 5+ 
Her ſad diſappointment when ſhe opened to her Beloved, and 
the courſe ſhe takes on that melancholy event, ver. 6, 7. 380 
Gives acharge to the daughters of Jeruſalem to aſſiſt her, v. 8. 381 


The daughters of Jeruſalem's queſtion to the ſpouſe, in conſe- 


quence of the charge ſhe had given them, ver/e 9. ibid. 


The ſpouſe's particular reply to the enquiry of the daughters of 


Jeruſalem, concerning the amiable perfections of her Belov- 
ed, verſes 10.—16. - - 382,—39 6 
She aſſures them in general, that he is one of incomparable 
perfections and unparallelled excellencies, ver. 10. 382 
She then gives a particular detail of his ſingular accompliſh- 
ments, ver/es 11,—16. - 383.—386 
As in particulars the falls ſhort, ſo ſhe concludes with a general 
encomium concerning his excellency, and her own interelt in 


him, ve 16. - - 396 
. 


The church profeſſeth her faith in Chriſt.Chriſt ſhew- 


eth the graces of the church, and his love towards 


her. - - - 387 
The daughters of Jeruſalem's enquiry at the ſpouſe concerning 
the departure of her Beloved, ver/e 1. - ibid, 
The ſpouſe's reply to the enquiry, verſe 2. ® 388 
She allerts her intereſt in him, verſe 3. - ithid. 
Chriſt pronounceth the ſpouſe to be truly amiable, verſe 4. 389 
Acknowledges himſelf in love with her, verſe 5. 390 
Gives a minnte deſcription of her beauty, and prefers her before 
all competitors, verſe 5. —9. - 390,.—392 
Manifeſts his love towards her, and his regard for her, verſes 
IO, Il, 12. * - 393 

He re invites, and moſt earneſtly preſles ber to return, 
Verſ? 13. . « N 395 
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CH AP. VII. 


A farther deſcription of the church's graces —The 
church profeſſeth her faith and deſire. 396 


Chriſt gives a very large and ample deſeription of the ſpouſe's 
beauty and excellency, verſes 1,—5. - 396,—399 
He expreſſes his love to her, and the great complacency and de- 
light he has in her thus beautified and adorned, v. 6,—9. 401 
The ſpoule triumphs in her relation to Chriſt, and her great de- 
light in him, ver/e 10. - - 404 
She earneſtly deſires communion with him, v. 11, 12. 403, 404 
She deſires to be better acquaint with the ſtate of her own ſoul, 
and the preſent poſture of its affairs, ver/* 12. 404 
Promiſeth her Beloved her belt affections, and belt proviſion and 
entertainment, ver/es 12, 13. - | ibid. 


C HAP. VIII. 


The love of the church to Chriſt.— The 1 of 


love. — The calling of the Gentiles. —The church 
prayeth for Chrilt's coming. . 405 


The ſpouſe evidenceth her great love to Chriſt, in her ardent deſire 
of more intimate fellowſhip with him, ver. 1, 2, 3. 405, 406 
She charges the daughters of Jeruſalem not to interrupt her 


communion with him, verſe 4. - 407 
The daughters of Jeruſalem admire the ſpouſe's dependence on 
her Beloved, ver/e 5 408 


The ſpouſe addreſſeth 4 ſelf to her Beloved, putting him in mind 
of the former * ſhe ny others had of his love, 


verſe 5. - ibid, 
The ardency of her love _— verſes 6, 7. 409,.—411 
She intercedeth in behalf of her little ſiſter, the Gentile church, 
verſe 8. - . 411 


Chriſt ſoon determines what ſhall be done ſor her, ot 9. 413 
The ſpouſe acknowlegeth with thankfulneſs his kindnets to her, 


ver ſz 10. - - 412 
She is alſo concerned about a vineyard at Baal daes or the 
church of Chriſt on earth, ver/e 11. 414 


Chrilt's propriety in, and care for his vineyard, verſe 12. ibid. 
The ſpouſe owns the charge that the vineyard is in part committed 
to her, and that the principal revenue appertains to the 


owner, verſe 12. — — 414, 415 
Chriſt being to part from the ſpouſe, for a time, deſires to hear 
frequently from her, verſe 13. 416 


The ſpouſe warmly ſolicits his ſpeedy return, wo 14. ibid, 
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COMET EE ST 0 xix 


A TABLE of the SCRIPTURE SONGS, 


According to the Order of the Books, CHAPTERãV, 
and VERSES they are taken from. 


D 


Orp-TzsrauENT Soncs; or, Songs upon ſeveral 
ſelect paſſages in the Old Teſtament. 


The preface, ſhewing the occaſion and defign of the following 
poems. 


- 421 


FLAT. 


Soncs ſelected from the Hiftorical Books. 


An introduction, ſhewing that poetical compoſitions were very 
antient; and that theſe in the ſacred writings are truly excellent, 


and quite inimitable, - - 424 
Song 

1. Gen, 1. The firſt fix days work; or, the firſt chapter of 
Geneſis compendiſed, - 424 

2. Gen. 3. 15. The firſt goſpel promiſe, 425 

3. Exod, 7, $, 9, 10, and 12. The ten prom of Egypt named, 
and juſtified, - ibid. 

4. 15. 1,—21. The ſong of Moſes, 426 

5. 20. 3, —18. The ten commandments abridged and 


verſified, - 428 


6. Gen. 22. 6,—19. Submiſſion and deliverance ; or, God's ap- 


praring in extremity, in Abraham offering his 


ſon, - - 429 

7. Deut. 32. 1,—43. The prophetical ſong of Moſes, ſetting 

forth God's mercy and vengeance, 439 

8. 33. 26.—29, Moſes' laſt words; or, the excellency of 

Iſrael, 436 

9. Judges 5. 1,—31. The ſong of Deborah nd Barak, on "Ie 

rael's ſignal victory over king Jabin, ibid. 

10. 1 Sam. 2. 1,—10. Hannah's ſong of thankſgiving to God tor 
his giving her Samuel, - 441 

11. 2 Sam. 1. 19. —27. David's ſong of lamentation over Saul 
and Jonathan, - 442 

12. 7. 18, — 29. David's prayer and thankſgiving, after 


God's promiſe to build him a ſure houſe, and to 
bleſs him in his ſeed; pointing at Chriit and his 
kingdom, | 443 


13. 1 Chron, 29. 10,—19, David's cthankſyiving * prayer, when 


he and the princes offered — tor building 
ot the temple, 445 


14. 2 Sam. 23. 3,—7, David's laſt words, viewed in a twotold 


li. {ht « Fa 
, 447 
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Jod's HyMNs. 


An introduction, containing ſome obſervations relative to the 


19. 2, 3, 22. Reproof to reproachers, 


penman, and the manner of his writing, . 449 
- A poem in commendation of his book, - 451 
Song 
1. * Job 1. 21. Loſſes thankfully received, - ibid. 
2. 2. 10. Patience in tribulation, - 452 
3. 3. 17. Repoſe in the grave, 8 ibid. 
4· 4. 17,— 21. The excellency of man laid low before 
God, f 1 453 
5 5. 6, 7. Sin the cauſe of trouble, - ibid. 
6 8. A ſaint's reſolution how he b 59 behave when in 
affliction, 454 
7. 9,—16. God's great EY in the onde of Chriſt, 455 
8. 17.—27. Affliction born well, ends well, ibid. 
9. 6. 2, 3, 4. Terrors of God invading the ſoul, 458 
10. 7. 17, Cc. God's ſtooping to contend with man admir- 
ed, - - 459 
11. 8. 5, 6, 7. Good counſel, and good hope given to the 
afflicted, - ibid, 
12. 9. Time and life ſhort, 460 
13. 11.— 14. The hope of the hypocrite vaniſhing ibid. 
14. 9. 2, 3, 4. God juſt in judging, 461 
15. 15, 20, 21. The righteouſneſs ef works diſcarded, ibid, 
15. 10. 1, 2, 14, 15. The afflicted ſoul's complaint to God, 462 
17. 11. 7, 8, 9. God's wiſdom unſearchable, ibid. 
18. 12. 6, 10. That God may ſuffer the wicked to proſper, 
| exemplified in beaſts, birds, fiſhes, &c. 463 
19. 11. Doctrine to be tried ere it be truſted, 464 
20. 12, 13. The wiſdom of antient men nothing to the 
wiſdom of the antient of days, ibid, 
21 13,—16. Prooſs of God's power in doing his pleaſure 
and ſerving his own purpoles, 465 
22 17,—25. Proofs of his power and wiſdom in the re- 
volution of ſtates and kingdoms, ibid. 
42. 13- 15. Strong faith in the hot furnace, 466 
24. 14. 1,—15. The origin, nature, and iſſue, of 5 
life, - - ' 467 
25. 15. 14,—17. Self. juſtification extremely odious, 469 
26. 24.30. The ruin of theſe that bid defiance to God, ib. 
1 16. 14.— 17. Aflictions * up, and come to an ex- 
tremity, 479 
28. 17. 9. The growing d of the eg, ibid. 
- 13, 14. Death and the grave, the ſaints familiars, 471 
30. 18. 5, 6, 10, 12, 14,20, The calamities that await the 
wicked, - - ibid, 
31. 472 


ON Tr l E 
Song 


47 32. 0b 19. 11.14. Friends turned to 8 and brethren 


to aliens, 473 
33. 25.—28. The happicets that awaits the godly ; or, 
1 the bleſſed hope of the righteous, 474 
he , 34. 28, 29. Raſh judging condemned; * Job's warning 
49 = to his cenſorious friends, 475 
51 35. 20. 5.—9, 11,—14. The proſperity of che wicked * 
9 and their ruin ſure, ibid. 
4. i 6 36. 21. 7,—15- The wicked hardened in thei impiety by 
-2 = their proſperity, N 476 
4. 37. 17,26, God's way of providence towards men at- 
re tended with great variety, — 478 
3 38. 22. 21,—30. The benefit of acquaintance with God, 480 
d. 35. 28. 3, 8, 9, 10. God hiding and trying, 481 
n 410. 24. I, 2—12, 13.—24. Many moſt wicked and miſ- 
4 chievous, yet live and die in outward peace, and 
5 1 never viſibly reckoned with here, ibid. 
J. 141. 25. 2.—6. The greatneſs, goodneſs, and holineſs of God, 
8 4 evidencing the guiltineſs and impurity of man, 483 
- 42. 26. 5.—14. The proots of God's power and wiſdom in 
9 the creation-and preſervation of the world, 484 
e = 43: 27. 2,—6. Job ſolemnly maintaining his integrity againſt 
/, the falſe accuſation of his friends, 486 
o 44. 7,—10. The hopeleſs (tate of the hypocrite, 487 
J. = 45. 28. 12,28. Wiſdom's * great, and its place a ſe- 
1 cret, Cc. 488 
1. 29. 2.—5. The heart's wiſh of a deſerted faint, 490 
2 J. 30. 1, 8,—12, 26,—31. Great honour turned to extreme 
4 contempt, and proſperity to calamity, ibid. 
, 48. 31. 1.—4, 16, 17, 19, 20. Chaſtity and charity exempli- 
3 fied, and whoremongers and adulterers judged, 492 
4 49. 32. 8. The immateriality and immortality of the ſoul, 493 
1 50. 7, 8, 9. True wiſdom not acquired by old- age, nor 
3 by learning, but by grace, - 49 
- 51. 33. 12, —18. God infinitely above us, not accountable to 
5 us, yet merciful, both in hiding what he hides, 
. and revealing what he reveals, 495 
19,—30. The patient deſcribed in extremity, and re- 
lieved by the great ranſomer, - 496 
| $ 1. Sickneſs come to an extremity ; or, a ſick man 
brought to the gates of death, ibid. 


$ 2. A faithful ſoul's phyſician an inſtrument of bring- 
ing back the ſick penitent from the gates of death; 

or, the goſpel remedy err, applied, and Chriſt 

the only ranſom, . 497 

34. 10,—15. God cannot be charged with injuſtice, and 

being omnipotent cannot be unjult, 499 

21, 22, God's — from which no fin can 

be hid, - 500 

29% God's power irreſiſtible, - 501 


nnr ners 


Song | 'Y 
56. Job 34. 31, 32. The afflited perſon humbled, 501 
57. 35+ 5.—8. God's highneſs cannot be hurt with mens 


wickedneſs, 502 
58. 9,—13. God juſtified, | though _ to the cry of the 
oppreſſed. ibid. 18 


59, 36. 8, 9, 10. God's — deſign in bringing his own 
people under affliction: with light in darkneſs; or, 
God's favour in man's fury, a digreſſion, &e. 504 


60. 12, 13, 14. The doom of — that rebel a- 0 
gainſt the rod, - 506 
61. 15. Schola crucis, . lucis; or, afliftion, inſtruc- 
tion, 507 | 
62. 21. Quarrelling with God in aflition, Fd 
rous, ibid. 
63. 22, 23. God an abſolute ſorereign, incomparable 
teacher, unexceptionable ruler, 508 
64+ 24,33. God's works mn his n 
ible greatneſs, ibid, 
65. 37. 1,5. God's glory noticed; in the thunder and light- 
ening, 510 | 30 
66. 6,—13. God's power in the froſt and ſnow, rains 
and winds, - 511 14 
67. 14.—20. Mens inorance of the works of nature, 
ſhews what incompetent judges they are of the pro- 
ceedings of divine providence, 513 
68. 21,—24. God's greatneſs and 3 require that he ? 
be greatly reverenced, 514 
69. 28. 1, 2, 3. God e unto Job, and 4 "2 
him, 516 
70. 4.—7. God's ent 1. concerning the founding 
of the earth, - - ibid. N 
71. 8.—11. Q. 2. Concerning the limits of the ſea, g 1 
72. 12.—15. Q. · W the * of the morn- 
ing. jhbid. 
73. 16. Q. 4+ Concerning the ſprings of the ſea, 520 . 
74. 17. Q. 5. Concerning the gates of death, ibid. 
75. 18. Q. 6. Concerning the breadth of the earth, ibid. 
76. 19, 20, 21. Q. 7. Concerning the place and Ar- — 
light and darkneſs, 
77. , „ 3 the treaſures of ſnow — 
hail, - ibid. 


73, 24. Q. 9. Concerning the daily N of n— 
and evening. - 1bi 

79. 25. —— Concerning thunder and lightening, 

clouds and rain; by what ſecret counſel they are 

x, directed, and by whoſe order emitted, 522 

80. 28. Q. 11. — the due, * ice, and hoary 

froſt, 523 

81. 31, 32, 33. Q. 12. Concerning the directing of the 


ſtars and their influence, - 324 
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$2, Job 38. 36. Q-13- Concerning the formation and renovation 
of the ſoul, .. b p 525 
83. [Digreſſion concerning the ſoul's ſpirituality, and its 


nature, quite diſtin from the body and its ſenſes. 
A number of proofs and demonſtrations thereof, 3b. 


= 84. 37. Q. 14. About . the an. and ſtopping 
| the rain, 28 

85. 39. Q. 15. About proviſion for the lions and 2 
vens, ibid, 

86. 39. 1.—4. Q. 16. Concerning the wild goats and the 

I hinds, ibid. 

85. 5.—8. Q. 17. concerning the wild aſs, 529 

38. 9.—11. Q. 18, Concernmg what is called the uni- 
corn, ibid, 

89. 13.—18. Q. 19. Concerning the peacock and the 
oltrich, 530 

99. 19,25. Q. 20, Concerning the horſe for the 
battle, ibid. 

91. 26,——30. Q. 21. Concerning the hawk and eagle, 531 

92. 40. 1, 2. Q. 22. Concerning contending with God; or, 

a humbling challenge given to ſuch as quarrel 

God's proceedings, - 532 

93. 3» 4, 5. Job's humble ſubmiſſion, the murmuring 

—_— ſtopped, and anjuſt complaints filenced, 533 

94. 6, 7, 8. 2123. Moe challenges given to Job for his 

further humiliation. The vanity of vying with 


v4 


God for juſtice, or of charging — with unrighte- 
ouſneſs, 534 
95. 9,—14. Q. 24. The vanity of 1 with God for 
power, and majeſty, and dominion, over proud 
and wicked enemies. - 535 
96, 15,24. An inſtance of divine power in behemoth ; 
that is, as ſome» think, the elephant, 5 36 
97. 41. 1.— 10. Of the leviathan in general; that is, the 
whale, or crocodile; man being unable to ſubdue 
and tame him, muit own himſelf to be utterly 


unable to ſtand before the great God, 538 
98. 11,—38. The power of God ſet forth in a more 

particular deſcription of the leviathan, 539 
99, 42. 1,—4+ Job's humble conſeſſion and petition, a peni- 

tential prayer, 543 
100, 5, 6. Job's deep humiliation, which made way tor 


his remarkable exaltation; or, the happy iſſue of 
ſanctified affliction, accompanied with divine in- 
ſtruction, - - 544 


Px. 


A New VERSION of the SoNd of SoLomoN. 


Introduction, pointing out the deſign of this new verſion, 546 
Chap. 1. The church's love unto Chriſt, and his eſteem for her; 
with their mutual congratulations of each other, 547 
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Chap. 2. The mutual love of Chriſt and the church, with her 
hope and calling ; and Chriſt's care of her, Wy the profeſſion 
of her faith and } hope, 549 

Chap. 3. The fight and victory of the church f in temptation, _— 
her gloriation in Chriſt, 55 

Chap. 4. Chrilt ſetteth forth the graces of the church, and ſhew 2 
his love to her: the prayeth to be made fit for his preſence, 553 

Chap. 5. Chriſt awaketh the church by his calling. She, having 
a taſte of his love, is ſick of leve. A —_— of Chriſt by 
his graces, 555 

Chap. 6. The church eln her faith i in Chriſt, He ſheweth 
the graces of the church, and his love towards her, 557 

Chap. 7. A further deſcription of the church's — She po 
feſſeth her faith and deſire, 559 

Chap. 8. The churches love to Chriſt, and. the nnr thereof, 
She intercedeth for the Gentiles, and prayeth for Chriſt's com- 


ing, — - - 561 
F 
Soxcs ſelected from the Prophet Iſaiah, &c. 


An introduction, pointing out the ſublimity and efficacy of the 
prophetical writings, - 565 


1. "Plalm 92. 2. Morning and evening mercies to be acknow- 


ledged, - - ibid, 
2. Eccl. 11. 9. The day of youth, and the day of judgment, 566 
3. 12. 1. 7. The young and old ſinner warned; and death 
dreadful to the unconverted, 567 
4. Iſaiah 2. 2,—6. The glory, peace, and PR of the goſpel 
church, in the latter days, ibid. 
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Dialogues, 2 vol. 

Meditations, 4 vol. 

Sermons and ſelect tract: 

Religious letters 

Henry on prayer, and on the ſacrament 

Hurtion on Chriſt crucified and glorified, 
z vol. 

Joſephus's hiſtory of the Jews, 4 vol. 

Lelland's defence of Chriſtianity 

Limeſtreet ſermons, 2 vol. 

Laird's religious experiences and letters 

Milton's paradiſe loſt and regained 

Marſhall on ſanQification, with a diſ- 

® courſe on juſtification 

M*Ewen on the types, with his eſſays 

Maxwell's new verhon of the Pſalms 

Owen on the perſon and glory of Chriſt 

On communion with God 

On the 130 Pfalm 

— —-acramental diſcourſes 

Prideaux connections of the old and new 
Teſtaments, 4 vol. 

Pool's annotations on the Bible, 2 vol. fol. 

Rowe's works, 4 vol. 

Her devout exerciſe and letters 

Rollin's antient hiſtory, 10 vol. 

Belles letters, 4 vol. 

Redgley's body of divinity, 2 vol. folio 

Stackhouſe's hiſtory of the Bible, 6 vol. 

—-Hiſt. of the New Teſtament, 

2 vol. and life of Chriſt 

Swanſton's ſclect ſermons 

Sherlock on dea h, judgment, and a fu- 
ture ſtate 

Sibh's ſoul's conflict, with the ſmoaking 
flax 

Stern's ſermons, 3 vol. 

Sced's ſermons, » vol.—Swift's ſermons 

Salmon's and Titler's geographical gram. 

Scougal's works, Sencca's morals 

Socrates memorable thing s 

SpeRator, $ vol. Guardian, 2 vol. 

Tillotſon's ſermons, 10 vol. 

Tatler, 4 vol. 

Williſon's works, 4to 

Different pieces in (ſeparate vol. 

Witkus* cxconomy of the two covenants, 
3 vol. 

Watts“ hymns, lync poems, and prayer 

Young's works in 2, 4, and 6 Vol. 

Night-thoughts 


Wich a variety of Bibles, New Teſtaments, Pſalm-books, Sermons, 
Pamphlets, and Plays. Together with Paper, Pens, Cc. 


tail, 


vol. 
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RHYME and MusIcaL METRE. * 


S all the Poems and Songs here are written in the 
form of what is called Rhyme and Common Metre, 
ſo the reaſon thereof is to anſwer the deſign propoſed to 
me, of making the Scripture Songs adapted to our com- 
mon tunes, ſo as it may be practicable to ſing them, as 
we do the Pſalms of David: and it is owned, that as 
to the rhyme here, it is not deſignedly neglected, but 
rather exactly ſtudied, notwithſtanding that blank verſe 
is now become very faſhionable; that is, where the 
meaſure is kept without rhyme. 
The Author of the book, intitled, The Art of Engliſh 
Poetry, p. 35. ſays, © Shakeſpear, to avoid the trou- 
“ bleſome conſtraint of rhyme, was the firſt that in- 
* vented blank verſe ; taat our poets, ſince him, have 
* made uſe of it in many of their comedies and trage- 
* dies; but that the moſt celebrated poem of this kind 
ce of verſe, is Milton's Paradiſe Lo.” In a ſhort pre- 
face to which book oi Milton's, I ſee an encomium upon 
that kind of verſe that is written without rhyme, as is 
that of Homer in Greek, and Virgil in Latin, &c. 


* This Derexce of Rurut and Musicar Merz, was firſt 
prefixed by our Author to his poems on the book of Jos; but in 
regard the molt of his poetical compoſitions are of this kind, it 
was judged proper now to make it front the whole of his Poetical 


Works. 
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«© Rhyme, ſays that author, being no neceſſary adjunct, 
<« or true ornament of poems, or good verſe, in longer 
“ works eſpecially, but the invention of a barbarous 
“ age, to fet off wretched matter, and lame metre.” 
The fame author goes on to diſparage rhyme as © a 
„* thing in itſelf, to all judicious ears, trivial and of no 
& true muſical delight; which conſiſts only of apt num- 
« bers, fit quantity of ſyllables, c. not of jingling 
* ſounds of like endings, &'c.; a fault avoided by the 
„learned antients both in poetry and all good oratory.” 
Upon which he adds, in favour of that blank verſe, 
e that the negle& of rhyme is ſo little to be taken for 
« a defect, though it may ſeem ſo to vulger readers, 
that it rather is to be eſteemed an example ſet (the 
« firſt in Engliſh) of antient liberty recovered to heroic 
% poems, from the troubleſome and modern advantage 
of rhyming.” 

It is neceſſary, in ſetting forth a book of Scriptural 
Songs, wherein ſo much rhyme is uſed, that we hear 
vindicate the uſe thereof; which I am not to do, b 
ſaying any thing to the diſparagement of blank verſe, 
wherein ſo many fine and excellent thoughts are now 
delivered, but by offering a juſt defence of rhyme a- 
gainſt ſuch mighty attacks, as tend to the utter diſpa- 
ragement thereof. Secing, therefore, that ſuch public 


* 


* 


advertiſements of that kind, though they ſeem to make 


an exception of ſhorter poems, yet may tend to make 
any performance, coming forth in rhyme, to be the 
more deſpicable, and thereby the benefit that otherwiſe 
might be reaped by the following poems, in a great 
meaſure, be marred to ſome readers, I ſhall here en- 
deavour to roll that ſtumbling- block out of the way, by 
giving the judgment of ſome of the moſt modern 
writers in favours of rhyme, who will be acknowledg- 
ed, by all the readers of poeſy, to be very competent 
judges. 8 

By the way, ſuch as are ready to conceive prejudice 
at rhyme, in favours only of modiſh blank verſe, may 
remember, that rhyme, even as theſe who diſparage do 
acknowledge, © hath been graced by the uſe of our 
* moſt famous Engliſh poets, both old and late,” with- 


Out 
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out ſeeming, in the leaſt, to be under any reſtraint or 
bondage thereby, any more than theſe that ſtudy blank 
yerſe are confined, by making them conſiſt of apt num- 
bers, and fit quantity of ſyllables, and the proper mea- 


| ſure: beſides, that that kind of verſe appears to very 


many to agree much better with the Greek and Latin 
dialects, than with the Engliſh; and that the proper 
pauſe, at the end of Latin verſes particularly, ſeems to 
be much more caſy and natural, than it is in Engliſh 
blank verſe ; which, for the moſt part, ſeems to have 
ſuch a blank, to their apprehenſion, that they are ready, 
either in humouring the meaſure, to loſe the ſenſe; or, 
in ſeeking the ſenſe, to loſe the meaſure; eſpecially 
where the periods are long. This ſeems to be the fen- 
timent even of a renowned poet, the famous and inge- 
nious Dr. WaTTs, in his preface to his Lyric Poems; 
where, after his very high commendation of Milton's 
works, he hath theſe words; “ Yet all that vaſt rever- 
« ence, with which I read his Paradiſe Loft, cannot 
ce perſuade me to be charmed with every page of it: 
e the length of his periods, and ſome times of his pa- 
% rantheſes, run me out of breath; ſome of his numbers 
C ſeem too harſh and uneaſy. I could never believe that 
« roughneſs and obſcurity added any thing to the true 
« grandeur of a poem; nor will Jever affect a guaint 
6 wuncouthneſs of ſpeech, in order to become perfectly 
« Miltonian, &'c. The oddneſs of any antique ſound 
« gives but a falſe pleaſure to the ears, and abuſe the 
6 true reliſh even where it works delight,” &c. Theſe 
being the ſentiments of ſuch an eminent Poet, concern- 
ing the meaſure and model of ſome blank verſe, I have 
thought the leſs ſtrange, that ſome very judicious per- 
fons, of my acquaintance, have wiſhed, that Milton's 
Paradiſe Lot, Young's Night Thoughts, &c. had been 
written rather in poetic proſe, ſuch as Hervey's Medita- 
tions, and the like, that they might be the more eaſily 
and pleaſantly read by them. 

But further, that I may vindicate rhyme from the 
forementioned talh; in caſe any ſhould think that I have 
ſtudied, too much exactneſs in humouring the found, I 
ſhall, on this head, offer the judgment of ſome, whoſe 


ſkill, 
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ſkill, in poetry, cannot well be queſtioned. One is 
Mr. Epwaxp Brssne, the author of the foreſaid book, 
den The Art of Engliſh Poetry, who ſays, that © the 
office of RHYME is to content and pleaſe the ear; and 
being deſigned for muſic, the ſound muſt be regarded, 
« as well as the meaſure ; and that if care be not taken, 
in the propriety of the rhyme, that the ſound of the 
„ laſt ſyllable be not too weak and languiſhing, the 
< verſes can never be graceful in the delivery, nor pleaſ- 
“ing to the ear.” And in his Preface to his Dictiona 
of Rhymes, he ſays, p. 7. that © RHYME 1s by all allowed 


to be the chief ornament of verſification, in many of 


the modern languages; and therefore the more exact 
< we are in the obſervation of it, the greater applauſe 
our productions of that nature will deſervedly chal- 
&* lenge and find.“ 


Another author I quote is the deſervedly celebrated 


Mr. Pops, who, in our Scots Magazine, is deſigned the 


Britiſh Homer, and of whoſe death it is ſaid, The power 
7 ſong, and force of Mufic died. In his Preface to his 
May on Man, he gives this as one of his reaſons for 
writing it in rhyme : This, ſays he, might have been 
done in proſe, but I chooſe verſe, and even RHYME, 
for two reaſons; the one will appear obvious, that 
<< principles, maxims, and precepts, ſo written, both 
<& ſtrike the reader more ſtrongly at firſt ; and are more 
* caſily retained by him afterward.” 
By theſe inſtances given, from ſuch as cannot but be 


reckoned amongſt the beſt judges of poetry, the readers 


of the following Poems may be guarded againſt the 
temptations of vilifying and undervaluing the ſacred 
matter thereof, on account of the ſtrict obſervance of 
the rhyme and metre, which, according to what is ſaid 
above, ought rather to recommend them; and which 
is here ſtudied, not, I hope, for the ſake of vain ap- 
plauſe, ſuch as Mr. Bassne ſeems to ſpeak of, but that 
the divine truths may be dehvered in a ſtrain tendin 

both to pleaſe the ear, and by that to {trike the heart 
of the reader, and facilitate the retention or remember- 
ance of the poems, which, in that form, as Mr. Pope 
obſerves, are more eaſily committed to the memory, 
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eſpecially if the truths delivered therein be duly appre- 
Hended by the mind, and embraced in the heart: and, 
indeed, I cannot imagine that the verſes need be the 
leſs agreeable to the judgment that they are not harſh 
and ungrateful to the car. 

Though the verſes in the book of Jos have rhyme, 
for the moſt part, not only in the ſecond and fourth, 
but even in the firſt and third lines of every ſtanza ; 
for the neglect of which, Dr. WaTTs hopes his reader 
will forgive him, in ſome of his hymns : ys | cannot 
ſay that I was thereby brought under much reſtriction 
and confinement ; becauſe, when the matter was once 
conceived, the ſimilar endings, together with the pro- 
per quantity of ſyllables, natively enough occurred, 
without much ſtudy: and if they be rendered thereby 
the more muſical, I hope it ſhall not hence be the more 
exceptionable, at leaſt to the ordinary ſerious readers, 
for whoſe ſake I have not induſtriouſly neglected it. 

It is evident, indeed, from the examples we have in 
the Greek and Latin poets, and alſo the Engliſh, fince 
Shakeſpear's time, that rhyme is not eſſential to poetical 
writings, and that there may be the muſic of poetry, 
without the ornament of rhyme ; but yet it ſeems as e- 
vident, that this ornament is no novelty. Bailey's Dic- 
tionary informs, that Mr. Skinner is of opinion, that 
rhyme was firſt brought into Europe by the Arabians, 
but that inſtances are given of rhymes in the Saxon 
poetry long before the Arabians made ſuch a figure in 
the world. But if that be reckoned a barbarous age, 
it is of more conſequence that is farther told us, that 
Mr. Dryden ſays, Monſeur le Clerc has made it out, 
that David's Pſalms were written in as arrant | mere | 
rhyme as they are tranſlated into. And if fo, then this 
ornament has a very antient original, and is no modern 
invention. 

Though I will never defend rhyme, without reaſon ; 
or baſe jingling metre, without ſolid matter, and ſome 
ſprightly metal (the great want whereof makes me far 
from commending my own :) nor would I ever commend 
what is only muſical in the ear, without being alſo in- 
ſtructive to the mind; for, no doubt, right chyme will 

both 
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both delight the ſenſe, and improve the intellectuals: 
yet ſuch as have little taſte for muſic at all, muſt allow 
others, yea, even all good judges, to agree with the 
foreſaid eminent Mr. Porr, (in his encomium he makes 
of this heavenly art, as one expreſſes it, and in the ad- 
vantage, as well as pleaſure, it may always furniſh to a 
well turned mind,) in the following words: 


Mufic the ſiercęſt grief can charm 
And fate't ſcveręſt rage diſarm : 
Mrufec can ſoften pain to eaſe, 

And make deſpair and madneſs pleaſe : 
Our joys below, it can improve, 


And aniidate the bliſs above. 


And hence it may be ſaid, efpecially of ſacred and ſpiri- 
tual ſongs, the more muſical, the more celeſtial. 

The following Pos us, of whatever ſort, are ſubjected 
to what they cannot eſcape, namely, the cenſure of the 
public; a gantlet not eafily run in ſuch a learned and 
critical age, eſpecially as the Songs are ſpiritual, ſet out 
into the midſt of a carnal and corrupt age, moſt part 
whereof will, indeed, never beſtow a glance of their 
eye upon them, and therefore their cenſure needs not 
be feared; or if they do, it is like it may be with ſuch 
contempt of them, in compariſon of wanton and pro- 
fane ſonnets, as a certain Engliſh poet expreſſes, in the 
following lines : 


This lewd and wicked age can't bear the wit 
Of hymns and ſonnets, from the ſacred writ : 
But let one blaſphemy and baudy write, 

The lewd and modeſt both vill take delight. 
The bluſhing wirgin pleas'd does love to look, 
And plants the poem next her prayer-book. 


RALPH ERSKINF. 
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I. The BELIEVER's FS POUSAZ TLS. 
II. The BELIEVER's JOINTURE. 
III. The BELIEVER'S RIDDLE. 
IV. The BELIEVER'Ss Lop GING. 
V. The BELIEVER's SoLILOQUY. 
VI. The BELIIEVER'Ss PRINCIPLES, 
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CreaTION and REDEMPTION, 
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JusTIFICATION and SANCTIFICATION, 


FaiTH and SENSE, 
Heaven and EARTR. 


Mira canam, fed vera canam. FPBUCHAN. Plalm, Ixxviii. 
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HE r edition of the firſt five parts of this little book 
came forth under the title of GosreeL-CanTicLes: and 
though I own a copy was got out of my hand under that name, 
and fo was carried to the preſs by another hand; yet, upon the 
publication thereof, I was ſometimes uneaſy at its going abroad 
under that title, ſeeing one of the books of the holy ſcripture is 
ordinarily deſigned by the name of CanTicLEs. And though the 
name, in itſelf, is much of the ſame fſignificancy with that which 
is now aſſigned to this book; yet, lelt it ſhould not be reckoned 
ſo ſober and becoming as were needful, I have embraced the firſt 
opportunity of altering the ſame, only allowing the other part of 
the title, which is but an adjunR, to ſtand; becauſe the main de- 
ſign of the book being, to hold forth ſome evangelical truths, [ 
thonght I might preſume to allow it to pals under the title of 
GosPEL SONNETS. 
Several places and books of ſcripture, ſuch as the book of Job, 
the Pſalnis of David, the Song of Solomon, the Lamentations of 
Jeremiah, Cc. in the original Hebrew, or firſt language, are de- 
livered to us in a certain kind of verſe, or holy poeſy; and ſince 
the great God, by his holy Spirit, pleaſed to ſpeak to us, as it 
were, in metre, I hope that any poor eſſay, to ſet forth ſome of 
the moſt neceſſary, ſcriptural, and goſpel truths, ſhall not be the 
leſs regarded, that it is framed into the mould of common metre 
and homely rhyme. I owp, that theſe who are ſkilled this way, 
will eaſily diſcern that I cannot pretend to lotty poeſy; but per- 
haps it is bet er ordered, that my talent is not of ſuch a ſoaring 
nature, as to pleaſe the critical palate of a learned age: ſeeing 
that, as there are heroic poems in abundance gone abroad, 


fitted for gratifying thoſe of a polite education; fo the exalted 
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turn of thought, and poctical flights, which would have made 
theſe lines capable of giving delight to the refined taſte, would, 
in all likelihood, have rendered them unintelligible, and conſe- 
quently unſerviceable to thoſe of a meaner capacity, and to the 
common ſort of people, for whoſe inſtruction and edification theſe 
lines are principally deſigned. 

I am abundantly ſatisfied, on the one hand, that the matter 
contained in theſe Sonnets, is not below the conſideration of the 
molt learned and knowing perſons, ſince there is a brief eſſay, 
therein, at the elucidation, or opening up of ſome of the great 
myſteries of the goſpel, which things the angels deſire to pry into; 
and therefore cannot but adminiſter a ſpecious field for exerciſing 
the moſt elevated thoughts of men; yea, they are ſuch as tran- 
ſcend their moſt ſublimated apprehenſions, and none but theſe that 
are Oed iht, Or taught of od, can have the ſaving and ſpi- 
ritual uptaking of. I am ſufficiently appriſed, on the other hand, 
that the manner wherein theſe truths are here delivered, is for 
the moſt part ſo low and flat, as may be diſagreeable to the guſt 
of the moſt learned and intelligent, into whoſe hands theſe lines 
may perhaps fall; yet I could wiſh, that ſuch perſons would be ſo 
merciful to the reſt of the rude and illiterate world, as to be well- 
pleaſed and content that ſome eſſays of this nature are ſunk to the 
level of vulgar capacities, conſidering that to the poor the goſpel 
is preached, 

I can offer no other apology for my rudeneſs of expreſſion, be- 
fides the want of a cultivated poetical genius, than this, That 
moſt of theſe lines are ſet down in the very firſt unrefined dreſs, 
wherein they were preſented to my mind, when I thought and 
wrote upon theſe ſubjects; nor could the vacant minutes, borrow- 
ed from my other weighty work, allow me leiſure to ſtudy that 
politeneſs and elegancy of phraſe, which more time, leiſure, and 
pains might have hammered out: Which is the reaſon alſo, that, 
in the whole book, I have confined myſelf to four ſorts of metre, 
which are ſuch as moſt natively occurred to myſelf; and yet, I 
ſuppoſe, molt adapted for gratifying only of the moſt common 
taſte. The favour, therefore, that I aſk of the more judicious 
Readers eſpecially is, that their Chrittian charity may excuſe what 
weakneſs is found in the manzer of treating; and that they, to- 
gether with all the ſerious Readers, may have their minds prin- 
cipally intent upon the weight of the matter. 

If there be any miſtake, as well as defects, in the matter of 
theſe Sonnets, it may be an excuſe, that you have this trea- 
ſure in earthen veſſels : only let not the treaſure be rejected, 
becauſe of either the coarſeneſs or chinks of the veſſel. As 
the ſalvation of ſinners is not of the free-will of man, nor of 
works; but of the free-will of God, and of grace: ſo the main 
deſign of the goſpel, is, to depreſs ſelf, and ſelf-righteouſneſs, to 
the loweſt, and to exalt Chriſt, and his righteouſneſs, to the 
higheſt ; and my great deſire, in theſe lines, is to fall in with this 
deſign. I am convinced that many dark apprehenſion, concern- 


ing the goſpel, flow from miſtaking the nature of the covenant »f 
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grace, and the proper parties therein, and conſequently the 
proper condition thereof. And though many excellent Divines 
(for whoſe character I have a very great reverence and regard) 
have repreſented it as a mutual bargain between Gop and man, 
with /tipulation and reſtipulation : yet, without diſparagement to 
them, I owe more regard to our excellent Standards, agreeable to 
the word of God, (to which I own myſelf ſolemnly bound) where- 
in it is held forth as a covenant that was made with Chriſt as the 
ſecond Adam, and in him with all the elect as his ſeed, And if 
God and Chrilt be the parties, we may thence conlider what are 
the proper terms, or what is the condition thereof, and by whom 
performed. Hence our Standards bring in faith, not as the pro- 
per condition of the covenant, but as the condition (or mean) 16 
intereſt us in Chriſt ; and ſo, as a part of the divine method in the 
application of the covenant, and a promiſe thereof, he promiſing 
and giving his holy Spirit to all his elect, to work in them that faith. 
I know that many ſound Divines, who either never uſed, or have 
gone off from this way of ſpeaking in our Standards, concerning 
the covenant of grace, as ſtanding between God and Chriſt, have 
explained themſelves into the molt orthodox and ſound ſenſe ; yet, 
Lam perſuaded, that the general receding from this good old 
way and manner of ſpeaking, and the confounding of the parties 
contracting in the covenant of grace, namely, God and Cxrisr, 
with the parties conſenting in a day of power, and brought into 
the covenant, namely, ele@ believers; together with the confound- 
ing of the proper condition of the covenant, with the proper qua- 
lities of the covenanted ; and even the covenant itſelf, with the 
manner of its manifeſtation, and the method of its application; 
and the not duly attending and adhering to our Standards, in 
this and the like matters, is at the root of a great deal of miſta- 
ken views, even among thoſe that would ſeem to be the molt zea- 
lous eſpouſers of our excellent Confeſſion and Catechiſms. 

My principal deſign, eſpecially in the fixth part of this book, 
was to rid marches between the /aw and the goſpel, juſtification 
and /antification, &c.; from the confounding whereof, many er- 
roneous apprehenſions and poſitions do proceed. And, abſtrac- 
ting from what may be called poetical licence, I have endeavour- 
ed, in my manner of expreſſion, to keep cloſe by the form of ſound 
words, the ſcriptures of truth, our received Standards, and the 
ſentiments of the molt eminent orthodox Divines. 

I am not fond of novelties, new ſchemes of doctrine, nor new 
ways of ſpeaking, which I find ſome late writers have run into, 
in the heat of their diſputes ; ſuch as, That the fins of believers, 
thcugh in a juſtified fate, bring on them a liableneſs to the threatens 
ed and deſerved puniſhnent, from the penal ſandtian of the law: 
That believers are under the threatening F eternal death and 
wrath : That they are under the penal ſanctian of the moral law : 
That they ought to be influenced in their obedience by the threaten- 
ings and fears of hell, which are filial, and of falling into eternal 
wrath, and by the ſear of lofing their ſon/hip and being dijinherited : 
That their obedience, as ſuch, and goed works have the promiſe ef 
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life and glory annexed to them, &c, Theſe, and the like expreſſi- 
ons, ſeem to import ſome new ſcheme of divinity, ſome new moti- 
ons of doctrine, and new modes of ſpeaking, not known in our 
Standards, In oppoſition to which, I prefer the truths, and 
ways of expreſſing the ſame, which are laid down in our excel- 
lent Confcihon of Faith and Catechiſms, plainly founded on the 
ſcriptures of truth, and which we in this church are ſtrictly and 
ſolemnly bound to maintain. The language whereof, on theſe points, 
ſeems to have another ſort of a ſound, while it is there declared, 
That theſe, that are juſtified, can never fall from the flate of juſti- 
fication ; yet they may, by their fins, fall under God's fatherly diſ- 
pleaſure * That they are delivered ſrom the moral law as a cove- 
nant of works. ſo as thereby they. are neither juſtified nor condem- 
ned + : That they are freed from the guilt of fin, the condemning 
wrath of God, and the curſe of the moral law t: That juſtification 
doth equally free all believers from the revenging wrath of God, and 
that perfedtly in this life d: That they are to yield obedience to God, 
not out of flaviſh fear, but a child- lile love and willing mind, and, 


| 

being delivered out of the hands »f their enemies, are to ſerve the ] 
Lord without fear, in holineſs and righteouſneſs before him all the : 
days of their life: That the perſons of believers being accepted ( 
through Chriſt, their goud works are alſo accepted in him, he looking 7 
upon them in his Son , &c, Theſe are a part of our form of t 
ſound of words, worthy to be conſidered and compared with the 1 
former different ſound above-mentioned, in order to try if they | 0 
can make a conſort. But it is not my work to enlarge on theſe e 
things at preſent; only, it is upon theſe, and the like poſitions a 
in our Standards, that the foundation of the moſt of the tollowing v 
Sonnets is laid, not upon any new notions, vi 
I fear, indeed, the tendency of ſome new phraſes, expreſſions, and a 
w 


poſitions, that have been ſpread abroad, befide theſe now menti- 
oned ; ſuch as, 
1. That ſinners muff leave their fins in order ts come to Chriſt ; 
whereas, it is certainly a ſafer way of ſpeakiug, to ſay, That, 
finners muſt come to Chriſt that he may ſanct i them, and take away 
their fins, his name being Jesvs, berauſe he ſaves his people from 
their fins ; or rather, to uſe the words of our Confeſſion, name- 
ly, that their duty, with reſpect to ſaving faith, lies in accepting, 
receiving, and refling upon Chriſt alone ſor juſtification, SAXT1F1CA- 
TION, and eternal life, by virtue of the covenant of grace 4. The 
former way of ſpeaking, in contradiſtinction from this, tends to 
make people think their ſalvation depends partly on themſelves, 
and partly upon Chrilt. | 
2. That goſpel repentance is neceſſary ar a condition, in order to 
our juſtification in the fight of Cd. Whereas it is ſafer to ſtand by 
the words of our Confeſſion; That repentance is not is be reſted in 
as any ſatiſſaction for fin, or any cauſe of the pardon thereof, which 


* Confeſſion of Faith, Chap. xi. Set. 5. + Larger Catechiſm, Queſt. 95. 


+ Confef, Chap. xx. Sect. r $ Larger Cat. Queſt. 779, {| Confel. Chap. 
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is 


= _— 0 nd W-- - 


„„ wk. Ma. Bo EE 4X ic. — 


"NS 


. 3 5 yr wa ww 


WW, HW WW 4 TW 


fo eb RR 3B AD ©: Re 39 
ir God's adt of free grace in Chriſt ; and yet is of ſuch neceſſity te all 


ſinners, that none may expect pardon without it ®, no more than 
they can expect pardon without amendment; for only he, that 
confeſſeth and forſaketh ſhall find mercy : and yet who will fay, 
that this amendment of life is a neceſſary condition, in order to 
our juſtification ? 

3. That unbelievers are not under the commanding power of the 
covenant of works ; why, becauſe they are not obliged to ſeek juſtifi- 
cation by their own works ; as if the ſeeking juſtification, that way, 
were the preciſe form of that covenant ; whereas Adam might 
have been juſtified by his works, though he had never ſought ju- 
Rification that way; ſince, as hath been well cleared by others, 
the annexing of the promiſe of life, and threatening of death, to the 
precept, and making perſect obedience, the covenant-condition upan 
which theſe were ſuſpended, was the preciſe form of the covenant 
of works; and not man's being obliged to /ee# or aim at juſtifi- 
cation by his works, which was but a conſequent thereof : for, 
if he had fulfilled the condition of that covenant, or yielded that 
perfect obedience, to which life was thus annexed, without ſeek- 
ing or aiming at any thing elfe, but the pleaſing and glorifying of 
God, he had been juſtified by his works. Hence, even theſe that 
are obliged to ſeek life and juſtification by the obedience of ano- 
ther; yet while they do it not, but remain in unbelief, they abide 
under the commanding, as well as the condemning power of the 
covenant of works; that is, under an obligation to perfect obedi- 
ence, upon pain of death, and the forfeiture of eternal life and 
all title thereto, by reaſon of their want of that obedience, and rhe 
violation of that covenant : hence our Standards make it the pri- 
vilege only of believers, That they are not under the moral law as 
a covenant of works, ts be thereby either juſtified or condemned + : 
which plainly ſays, not only that the moral law was turned 
into the form of a covenant of works, by its being made à 
covenant of life and juſtification upon doing, and of death 
and condemnation upon of doing; but alſo, that as unbe- 
lievers are under the condemning power of that covenant, which 
coudemns the ditobedient to eternal death for their ſins; ſo they 
are under the commanding power of that ſame covenant, —which 
juſtifies all that can and do obey it, and would juſtify them alſo, 
if they had the power and did yield obedience to it, in the man- 
ner it requires; which is not ſo with the believer, who, though 
he had a perſonal righteouſneſs in perfection, as he will have it 
in heaven, yet there is no connexion between it and his jultifica- 
tion, or title to eternal life, which is to him he gift of God through 
Jeſus Chriſt ; he being brought under another covenant, which 
makes his title to life (ſtand upon another foundation: but now, 
to tree unbelievers from being under the commanding power of the 
covenant of works, is, in my opinion, to free them alſo from the 
condemning power of it; for, if they were not under obligation 


* Confeſſion of Faith, Chap. xv. Sect. 2. + Did. Chap. xv. Sect. 3. 
+ Thid, Chap. xix. Sect. 6. 
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to the command of it, how could they juſtly be condemned by it 
ſor want of obedience thereto, or traniyreſſing thereof? Where 
no command, no tranſgreſſion; where no tranſgreſſion, no pe- 
nalty. Nay, Reader, the debt ſtands upon their head, though 
they be infolvent debtors and bankrupts, and that is the very 
thing that makes them need to ſeek the ave, as well as paſſive o- 
bedience of Chriſt, (who, as Surety, came to fulfil the righteouſ- 
neſs of the law only as a covenant of works) for their juſtification 
and eternal life : whereas, if they were not under obligation to the 
command of the covenant of works, I ſee no need they would have 
of Chriſt's a&ive obedience in their roow. Our o/d way of ſpeak- 
ing hath been to this purpoſe, That all men are under a covenant 
ot works intirely, fo long as they remain out of Chriſt, and ſo out 
of the covenant of grace ; and that they need his complete righte- 
ouſneſs, both of doing and ſuffering, tor their juſtification; and 
it is not meet that we be driven out of the good ed way, by new 
quirks and ſophiſms. 

4. Another way of ſpeaking, that I find amidlt theſe late alter- 
cations or debates, is, T hat /aith having its chief ſeat in the will, 
doubting is not contrary to faith ; and that, to eſpouſe the definition of 
faith that paſt current at the Reformation, er among the Reformer, 
is a receding ſrom our Standards. As the Reader will find ſome little 
hint concerning /@ith in the followiig SoxNETS, ſo I agree cordially 
with our Standards in their definitions of faith; and alſo think that 


the complex aſſurance therein mentioned (including that of ſpiritu- 


al ſenſe as well as faith, that which is reflex as well as direct) is not of 
the efſence of ſaith, er ſo of the eſſence ef it, but that a true believer may 
wail long, and conflict with many difficulties, before he be partaker of 
it *. But I am not fond of confining taith to the will as its chief ſeat ; 
but rather with the learned and judicious Dr. Owen, judge, 
That it is ſeated in the underſtanding, as ts its being and ſubſiſtence ; 
and in the vill and heart, as to its effectual working; which makes 
it, under the conduct of the Spirit of faith, to be a cordial aſſent 
to the divine teſtimony concerning Chriſi, who can be no otherwiſe 
believingly received by us, but in a word, or as offered in the goſpel. 
Far leſs am I fond of making faith conſiſtent with doubring in its 
nature, (though faith and doubting may both be in the fame ſub- 
jc) ſeeing Chriſt hath ſet them at odds, ſaying, © thou of little 
faith, whereſore didſti thou doubt ? Where I ſee the believer may 
have doubts: yea, and be wholly over-run with them, becauſe he 
hath uurelict; and yet his faith and doubting differ, as faith and 
unbelief do. But lealt of all am I fond of making our Standards 
claſh with the doctrine of our Reformers ; eſpecially, ſeeing our 
Aſſembly 1647, in their acts receiving theſe Standards, declared, 
That upon due examination theresf, they were found ty be moſt agree- 
able to the word of God and in nothing contrary to the received 
doctrine of this Kirk ; which was the doctrine of the Reformation, 
and of other reformed Churches, on theſe points. —Several other 
new and ſtrange ways of ſpeaking are interſperſed among ſome late 


Conſe mon of Faith, Chap. xviii- Sect. 3, 4 
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writings, but it was not my purpoſe to inſiſt ſo long as I have done 
upon theſe matters. 

Serious Reader, I ſhall only add here, that my principal de- 
ſign in the following Sox vgs, was toc ommend Chriſt to your 
ſoul ; eſpecially as he is the Lord your righteouſneſs. And, I 
hope, you know that I cannot hyperbolize, or exceed in the com- 
mendation of Chriſt's righteouſneſs alone, as the matter of our juſ- 
tification before God. I think it worth the remarking here, how 
ſtrict and accurate the words of our Confeſſion are, in excluding 
all works from having any ſhare in this matter, ſaying, ©* Theſe 
« whom God effectually calleth, he alſo freely juſtifieth ; not by 
« infuſing righteouſneſs into them, but by pardoning their fins, 
« and accounting and accepting their perſons as righteous; not 
« for any thing wrought in them, or done by them, but for 
« Chrilt's ſake alone; rot by imputing faith itſelf the act of be- 
„ lieving, or any other evangelical obedience to them, as their 
«« righteouſneſs, but by imputing the obedience and ſatisfaction of 
«« Chrift unto them, they receiving and reſting on him by faith; 
« which faith they have not of themſelves, it is the gift of 
« God.” ® 

Reader, in all your mental debates, or verhal altercations about 
theſe things, and this ſubject in particular, ſeriouſly bethink your- 
ſelf what is like to be your opinion thereof, when you come to 
die, and are about to face the awful tribunal of a juſt and holy 
God. And, in all fuch points of eternal moment, ever think 
that part the ſafeſt, which doth leaſt humour man's pride, and 
molt exait God's glory; ſince the ſcope of the goſpel is, to ſhut 
out boaſting, to bring in ſelf-denial, and to magnify the righte- 
ouſneſs of Chrilt, by which he hath magnified the law, and made 
it honourable; and in the true and lively faith of which, all true 
peace, heart-holineſs, and practical godlineſs is rooted, Rom. v. 1. 
Acts xv. 9. Titus in. 5, 8. Gal. ii, 16, 19. Many oppoſers of this 
doctrine, in their lives, have owned it as the beſt divinity at their 
death, and before it; ſuch as Bellarmine, who was not alone in 
his Tuti/imum eſt, &c, lt is the ſaſeſt way to reſt upon the 
« mercy of God in Chriſt alone for ſalvation.” 


Reader, whatever other apologies this book has formerly been 
prefaced with r, (as to the manner in which many lines in it are 
written) ſhall be bere altogether dropt and forborn. I now diſmiſs 
it as it is, under the conduct of divine providence, to take its ha- 
:ard in the world: ſince it has already ſerved its apprenticeſhip 
under ſeveral imprethons, and gone through both kind and hard 
ulage ; through good report and bad report. It never promiſed 
much to them that ſeek nothing but pleaſure and /atis/ation to 


* Confeſſion of Faith, chap xi. Sect. r. 
+ What follows 1s all the Preface uſually of late prefixed to the ſmall copy 
the Goſpel z0nnets, 
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their fancy ; but J have heard, that it has done ſome ſervice (and, 
I hope, through the bleſſing of Heaven, it may yet do more) to 
them that ſeek prof and edificativn to their fouls, 
Ihe late edition of this book at London being more full and com- 
plete than any that was formerly emitted, it is fit here to acquaint 
the reader, that this is printed exactly off the Londsn copy, with- 
out any material addition or alteration, except in the third part of 
the Boot, that come under the name of Riddles, or mylteries; 
and part ſixth, chap. ii, ſect. 1. intitled, The Believer's Principles 
concerning the myſteries of the law and goſpel ; both of which (be- 
cauſe there were ſeveral demands in this country for a new edition) 
thought fit to confirm by ſeripture- texts, cited at the bottom of 
the page, for the benefit of thoſe that are weak in knowledge, and 
unacquainted with the ſcripture®. I have directed them by a 
letter of the alphabet, at every branch of the ſentence that is 
either ſeemingly or really oppoſite to the other, unto ſome ſeriptu- 
ral text, one or more, for evincing the truth thereof : by which 
means, the weakelt, that is willing, may come to underſtand the 
molt difficplt paradox, or myltery, mentioned in this book; at 
leaſt ſo tar as to ſee that every part of it is founded on the word 
of God, either directly, or by plain and neceſſary conſequence. 
Only this general rule is to be obſerved, namely, That the Rea- 
der always conſider what is the ſubject treated in every ſection, or 
ſtanza; and this for the ſake of the more illiterate, I ſhall illuſt- 
rate by two examples, the one concerning the lau, and the other 
concerning the be/izever. The former you ſee, part III. ſect. vi. 
ver. 25. Where it is ſaid, 


Pm not oblig'd to keep it more ; 
Yet more oblig'd than cer before. 


Here your are to remark, that as the ſubje& ſpoken of, is the 
LAW; ſo the law in ſcripture is conſidered two ways, viz, both 
as a covenant of werds, and as a rule of duty, Now that the 
believer is under no obligation to the law as it is a covenant 
/ wzrks, or to perform obedience to it as a ground of juſ- 
juſtification, (which is alſo the ſabje& treated in that ſection) 
is confirmed in the foot- notes, by the following ſcriptures, 
to which you are directed by the letter (s), Rom. vi. 14. 
Gal, v. 1,—42. where you may ſce believers, are ſaid to be nyt un- 
der the law, but under grace; and exhorted to tand faſt in the li. 
berty wherewith Chrift hath made them free: and aſſured that Chri/# 
is became of no effect to them, aubeſoever of them are juſtificd by the 
law ; they are fallen from grace. Again, that the believer is under 
more obligation than ever before he was juſtified, to yield obedi- 
ence to the law as it is a rule of life, (which is the other branch 
of that paradox), is confirmed by theſe following texts of ſcrip- 
ture, to which you are directed by the letter (t), Rom, vi. 1, 2, 15 
where it is faid, Sl we continue in fin, that grace may abound ? 


The Scriptures in this edition arc extended. 
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Grd forbid ; hau ſhall we that are dead to fin, live any longer there- 
in? What then ? ſhall wwe fin, becauſe we are not under the law, 
but under grace? God forbid, From which texts, together with 
their contexts, it is evident, that the believer's freedom from the 
Jaw as a covenant, does not at all free him from obligation to it 
as a rule, but ſuperadds to the natural obligation, that of grace, 
which both argumentatively and affectively teaches what the Jaw 
does authoritatively and preceptively, namely, Ts deny ungodli- 
neſr, and worldly lufls, and to live ſoberly, rightevuſly, and godly, 
in this bh world, Titus ii, 11, 12. 

The other example I adduce, you may read, part III. ſect. x. 
ver, 47. Where the words are: 


To good and evil equal bent ; 
I'm both a devil, and a ſaint. 


Here the Reader may notice, that the ſubject ſpoken of, is the x- 
LIEVER, Or the ſaint's old and new man deſcribed, (which is part 
of the title of that ſection), or conſidered as to his regenerate and 
unregenerate part; in which view he is frequently ſpoken of in 
ſcripture ; ex. gr. John iii. 6, 9. it is ſaid of the believer, or the 
perſon born of God, that e finneth not, and that he cannot fin, 
becauſe he is born of G:d there he is ſpoken of as to his new na- 
ture, or regenerate part. But, 1 John i. 8. the words are, Hue 
ſay that we have no ſin, we deceive ourſelves, and the truth is fo? in 
us : Where the apoſtle ſpeaks of believers unregenerate and cor- 
rupt part. Now, this being the ſcriptural repreſentation of the 
believer, the forſaid paradox is eaſily proven from ſcripture. 

The fir/t branch is, That he is equally bent to good and to evil. 
For the proof of this you are directed in the foot-note to Rom, vii. 
21. Where the apoſtle Paul, ſpeaking both of his corrupt and re- 
newed part, ſays, / find a law, that when I would do good, evil ts 
preſent with me. And if you read the preceding and following 
context,” you will find him complaining how corruption bends him 
as far one way as grace another, 

The other part of the ſame paradox is, That the believer is, 
on theſe accounts, both a devil and a faint. Now, that the be- 


liever is, by nature and corruption, a deri, is one branch of this 


poſition here to be confirmed. That he is fo by nature, is proven 
by the following ſcriptures, in the ſorecited place at the bottom, 
John vi. 70. and viii. 44. compared; where Chriſt ſpeaking of 
ſome that were in a natural ſtate, viz. of Judas and the Jews, 
diſcovers what is the (tate of all men by nature, that they are of 
their father the devil, fince the luſti of their father they will do ; and 
therefore may be called devils, as our Lord calls Judas, ſaying, 
I have choſen you twelve, and one of you is a devil. Aud ſuch are be- 
lievers alſo naturally as deſcendants of the firit Adam, being chil- 
dren of diſobedience, and children of wrath by nature, even as others, 
Eph. ii. 2, 3. And that the believer is io, not only by nature, 
but a Iſo by reaſon of remaining crruption, is proven at the foot 
F 1 in 
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in the ſame place, from James iii. 1 5. where that apoſtle, ſpeaking 
of ſtrife and envy that may be even among the children of God, 
(which, indeed, has too much taken place in all ages), ſays, 
This wiſdom deſcendeth not from above, but is earthly, ſenſual, devil- 


i/h. Again, that though the believer be by nature and corruption a 


devil, yet he is by grace and regeneration a ſaint, is documented 
alſo in the ſame place, from 1 Cor. vi. 11. Such were ſome of you ; 
but ye are ſandified, &c. 

In this manner you may goover all the reſt of the paradoxes, riddles, 
or myſteries contained in this book, and find them evidently con- 
firmed by the ſcriptures of truth, the word of God. This might be 
no unprofitable exerciſe, but tend to lead you to the true know- 
ledge of the goſpel, to which myſteries are 1o eſſential, that it is 
deſigned by them, and called e wiſdom of God in a myſtery, 1 
Cor ii. 7.; and the _— of which is ſo eſſential to Chriſtian- 
ity, and ſo abſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation, that the ſume apoſtle 
declares, that Four goſpel le hide, it is hid to them that are loſt ; 
in whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which 
believe not, left the light of the glorigus goſpel of Chriſt, who is the 
image of God ſhould ſhine unts them, 2 Cor iv. 3, 4. 

Again, if you ſearch the ſcriptures, you will ſee many more 
proofs for every point than I have adduced, and perhaps many 
much more appoſite; for theſe only are ſet down at the bottom of 
the page that firſt occurred to me : yet, I ſuppoſe, though ſome- 
times but one, and ſometimes more ſcriptures are pointed out, 
they are ſuch as ſufficiently confirm tlie poſitions they relate to. 
But that other ſcriptures might have been adduced in plenty, I hall 
give one inſtance in the paradox jult now mentioned, viz. That 
every believer while in this world, is h2th a devil and a ſaint. The 
latter clauſe is what none will deny, namely, That every believer 
is a ſaint; for further proof of which, you might ſee, Acts xv, g. 
and xxvi. 18, &c. But becauſe the firſt clauſe may ſeem more harſh, 
it may by ſcripture be alſo further evinced two ways: (1.) In re- 
ſpect of the daily commiſſion of ſin he has to challenge himſelf with: 
for the ſcripture iays, Ecclef. vii. 20. There is not a juſt man up- 
on earth, that doth good, and jinxzeth not. And with this compare 
1 John ii. 8. He that committeth jin, is of the devil. Hence it is 
plain, there is not a juſt man upon earth, but may, in reſpect of 
the commiſſion of ſin, be called a devil. (2.) In reſpect of preva- 
lent temptations, by which he may be hurried into thoſe things 
that ſavour not of God, but of men; on which account Chrilt ſays 
to Peter, Matth. xvi. 23. Get thee behind me, Satan. And if 
Chriſt calls Peter a devil, whom he had deſcribed as a ſaint of the 
firſt magnitude, ver. 17. one divinely blefſed and enlightened ; 
what occaſion may every believer have to call himſelf a devil? 
Yea, it is a part of his faith and ſandity, to ſee and acknowledge, 
with ſhame beſore the Lord, his own deviliſh and deſperately 
wicked heart and nature, which a blind, ſelf-conceited world are 
ignorant of, being neither acquainted with themſelves, nor with 
God and his word, However, ſo it is, that the more any ſhall 

| ſearch 
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ſearch the ſcripture, the more, I hope, will they diſcern, not on- 
ly by the texts I have quoted, but from many others alſo, the 
truth and evidence of every part of this book, however myſterious 
ſome paſlages of it may ſeem to many. 

Though ſome of theſe lines may want the politeneſs that can 
pleaſe the curious age; yet, while they ſtand firm upon a ſeriptural 
foundation, none of them want authority, and that of the high- 
eſt nature, except in the account of mockers, and thole (of whom 
there are too many in our day) that are either Deiſts, who under- 
value the ſcripture, or Athieſts, who deride it: and it is ſadly 
to be regretted, that thoſe people are hardened in their wicked 
principles and practices, by ſome that perhaps have a higher pro- 
feſſion. For I have feen two prints, one called the Groan, and 
another the Laugh, wherein ſome lines, picked out among others, 
have been expoſed to ridicule: but however ſuch gentlemen may 
laugh at their own ſport, and wickedly divert themſelves with ſe- 
rious matters for a time, I fear their laughing will iſſue in weep- 
ing for ever; if God, by giving them repentance, do not make 
them groan to purpoſe, for the evidences they thus give of either 
their grievous ignorance of the ſcripture, or their groſs profanity, 
and of their readineſs to yield themſelves inſtruments of the devil, 
to promote the athieſtical ſpirit of the age, which is bent enough 
(without any ſuch provocations) to laugh at every thing ſerious, ſa- 
cred, and ſcriptural. This is ſo palpable, without my obſervations 
upon it and ſo ſelf-evident to all that fear God, and have had the 
patience to read ſuch prints, that I would not have thought them 
worth my noticing ſo far, as to make this bare mention of them, 
had not Providence put the pen in my hand to preface this editi- 
on, wherein ſcriptural proofs are added to that part of the book. 

Reader, It gives me ſatisſaction enough to underſtand, that this 
book has already been uſeful and edifying to fome, however it is 
entertained by others. The goſpel itſelf is to ſome the /avour of 
life, to others the ſavour of death; to ſome wiſdom, to others 
fooliſhneſs ; to ſome matter of faith, love, and comfort; to others 
matter of mockery and ſcorn, I ſhall be far from thinking it any 
diſcredit or diſparagement to this book, if it meet with the like en- 
tertainment. 

May the Lord of heaven and earth, who over-rules all things, 
accompany it in its journeys, abroad or at home, with his blefling 
to their fouls, for their holy recreation and their ſpiritual edifica- 
tion and comfort : and to his care I commend it, in the words of 
a famous and jultly celebrated Scais poet, upon Pſalm xxxv. 1. 


Rerum ſandte Opiſex, ader, 
Et parrecinio protege me tus. Euch. 


Which may be adapted to the matter in hand thus, 


The truth which hell may criticiſe, 
Great Cod, be near ti patronize. 


R. ERSKINE 
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A POE M, dedicated to the Reverend | 
Mr. RAL YH ERSKINE, by a Lady in Mu- 
England, on reading his GospEL Sox N ETS. 


RS K INE, thou bleſſed herald, ſound, 
Till ſin's black empire totter to the ground. 

Well haſt thou Sinai's awful flames diſplay'd, 
And rebels doom before their conſcience laid: 
From ſin, from ſelf, from truſt in duty fly, 
Commit thy naked ſoul to Chriſt, or die. 
Go on and proſper in the name of God, 
Seraphic preacher, through the thorny road : 
The gracious Chriſt thy labours will reward ; 
His angel-bands be thy perpetual guard: 
Though hell's dark regions at the preſent hiſs. 
The God of glory thy ſtrong refuge is. 
Mere moral preachers have no pow'r to charm, 
Thy lines are ſuch my nobler paſſions warm; 
Theſe glorious truths hath ſet my ſoul on fire, 
And while I read, Pm love and pure deſire. 
May the black train of errors hatch'd in hell; 
No longer in this globe in quiet dwell: 
May more like you be rais'd to ſhow their ſhame, 
And call them by their diabolic name. 
Exalt the Lamb in lovely white and red, 
Angels and ſaints his laſting honours ſpread ; 
My trembling ſoul ſhall bear her fecble part, 
Tis he hath charm'd my ſoul, and won my heart. 
Bleſs'd be the Father, for electing love; 
Bleſs'd be the Son, who does my guilt remove; 
Bleſs'd be the Dove, who does his grace apply. 
Oh! may I praiſing live, and praiſing dic! 
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GOSPEL SONNETS«“V 


„5 - 
The BELIEVER'Ss ESPOUSALS: 


A POEM upon Is 4. liv. 5. Thy Maker is thy Huſband. 


PR FACE 
* ARK, dying mortal, F the Sonnet prove, 


A ſong of living and immortal love, 
"Tis then thy grand concern the theme to know, 
Jf life and immortality be /o. 
Are eyes to read, or ears to hear a truſt ? 
Shall both in death be cran'd anon with duſt ? 
Then trifle not to pleaſe thine ear and eye, 
But read thou, hear thou, for eternity. 
Purſue not ſhadows wing*d, but be thy chaſe, 
The God of glory on the feld of grace : 
The mighty hunter's name ts loft and vain, 
That runs not this ſubſtantial prize to gain. 
Theſe humble lines aſſume no high pretence, 
To pleaſe thy fancy, or allure thy ſenſe ; 
But aim, if everlaſting lifes thy chaſe, 
To clear thy mind, and warm thy heart through grace. 
A marriage ſo myſterious I proclaim, 
Beltoixt two parties of ſuch diff* rent fame, 
That human tongues may bf, their names to tell, 
To wit, the PRINCE of HEAV'N, he heir of hell! 


* Such is the kind reception that this piece hath met with from 
LE tic public, that it kas already undergone eighteen editions. 
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But, on ſo vaſt a ſub;et who can find 


Words ſuiting the conceptions of his mind? 

Or, if our language with our thought could wie, 

What mortal thought can raiſe itſelf fo high? 

When words and thoughts both fail, may faith and pray'r 
Ajcend by climbing up the ſcripture Nair : 

From facred writ theſe ſtrange eſpoujals may 

Be explicated in the felling Way. 
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C I. 


A general account of Man's Fall in Apan, and the, 
Remedy provided in CyxsT; and a particular ac- 
count of man's being naturally wedded to the Law, 
as a covenant of works. 


Keel. tb 
The FALL of AD AM. 


LD Adam once a heav'n of pleaſure found, 
While he with perfect innocence was crown'd : 
His wing'd affections to his God could move 
In raptures of deſire, and ſtrains of love. 
Man ſtanding ſpotleſs, pure, and innocent, 
Could well the law of works with works content ; 
Though then, (nor ſince), it could demand no leſs 
Than per/onal and perfect righteouſneſs: 
Theſe unto ſinleſs men were caſy terms, 
Though now beyond the reach of wither'd arms. 
The legal cov'nant then upon the field, 
Perfection ſought, man could perfection yield. 
Rich had he and his progeny remain'd, 
Had he primeval innocence maintain'd: 
His life had been a reſt without annoy, 
A ſcene of bliſs, a paradiſe of joy. 
But ſubtile Satan, in the ſerpent hid, 
Propofing fair the fruit that God forbid, 
Man ſoon ſeduc'd by helFs alluring art, 
Did, diſobedient, from the rule depart, 


Deyour'd 
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Devour'd the bait, and by his bold offence 

Fell from his bliſsful ſtate of innocence “. 
Proſtrate, he loſt his God, his life, his crown, 
From all his glory tumbled headlong down, 
Plung*d in a deep abyſs of fin and wo, 

Where, void of heart to will, or hand to do: 
For's own relief he can't command a thought, 
The total ſum of what he can is nought. 

He's able only now t' increaſe his thrall, 

He can deſtroy himſelf, and this is all. 

But can the helliſh brat Heav'n's law fulfil ? 
Whoſe precepts high ſurmount his ſtrength and ſkill, 
Can filthy droſs produce a golden beam? 

Or poiſon'd ſprings a ſalutif'rous ſtream ? 

Can carnal minds, fierce enmity's wide maw, 
Be duly ſubject to the divine law? 

Nay, now its direful Hreatnings mult take place 
On all the diſobedient human race, 

Who do by guilt Omnipotence provoke, 
Obnoxious ſand to his uplifted ſtroke. 

They muſt ingulf themſelves in endleſs woes, 
Who to the living God are deadly toes ; 

Who natively his holy will gainſay, 

Mult to his awful juſtice fall a prey: 

In vain do mankind now expect, in vain 

By legal deeds immortal life to gain : 

Nay, death is threatned, threats muſt have their due. 
Or fouls that fin muſt die f; as God is true. 


SECT. K 
REDEMPTION through CHRIS r. 


HE ſecond Adam, ſov'reign Lord of all, 
Did, by his Father's authorizing call, 
From boſom of eternal love deſcend, 
To fave the guilty race that him offend ; 
Jo treat an everlaſting peace with thoſe, 
Who were, and ever would have been his foes. 


Gen, iii. 1,06. + Ezek. Xvili. 4. 
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His errand, never-ending life to give 

To them, whoſe malice would not let him live 
To make a match with rebels, and eſpouſe 

The brat which at his love her ſpite avows, 
Himſelf he humbled, to depreſs her pride, 

And make his mortal foe his loving bride. 

But, ere the marriage can be folemniz'd, 

All lets muſt be remov'd, all parties pleas'd. 
Law-righteouiſneſs requir*d, muſt be procur'd, 
Law-vengeance threatned, mult be full endur'd, 
Stern juſtice muſt have credit by the match, 
Sweet mercy by the heart the bride muſt catch. 
Poor Bankrupt all her debt muſt firſt be paid, 
Her former huſband in the grave be laid: 

Her preſent Lover mult be at the coſt, 

To ſave and ranſom to the uttermolt. 

If all theſe things this Suitor kind can do, 

Then he may win her, and her bleiling too. 
Hard terms indeed! while death's the firſt demand: 
But love is ſtrong as death &, and will not ſtand 
To carry on the ſuit, and make it good, 
Though at the deareſt rate of wounds and blood. 
The burden's heavy, but the back is broad, 
The glorious Lover is the mighty God f. 

Kind bowels yearning in the eternal Son, 

He left his Father's court, his heav'nly throne : 
Aſide he threw his moſt divine array, 

And wrapt his Godhead in a vail of clay. 
Angelic armies, who in glory crown'd, 

With joyful harps his awful throne ſurround, 
view to the cryſtal frontier of the ſky, 

To ſee the Saviour born did eager fly t; 

And ever fince behold with wonder freſh 

Their Sov'reign and our Saviour wrapt in fleſh. 
Who in this garb did mighty love diſplay, 
Reſtoring what he never took away | ; 

To God his glory, to the Jaw its due, 

To heav'n its honour, to the carth its hue ; 

To man a righteouſneſs, divine, complete, 

A royal robe, to ſuit the numptial rite. 


* Song viii. 6. T Iſa. ix. 6. 1 Luke ii. 9.—14. [ Pal, ar” 
ne 
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He in her favours, whom he lov'd fo well, 

At once did purchaſe heav'n, and vanquiſh hell. 
O! unexampled love! fo vaſt, ſo ſtrong, 

So great, ſo high, ſo deep, ſo broad, fo long 
Can finite thought this ocean huge explore, 
Unconſcious of a bottom or a ſhore ? 

His love admits no parallel ; for why, 

At one great draught of love he drank hell dry. 
No drop of wrathful gall he left behind, 

No dreg to witneſs that he was unkind. 

The ſword of awful juſtice pierc'd his fide, 
That mercy thence might yo upon the bride. 
The meritorious labours of his life, 

And glorious conqueſts of his dying trite ; 

Her debt of doing, ſuff*ring, both cancell'd, 
And broke the bars his lawtul captive held. 
Down to the ground the helliſh hoſts he threw, 


Then mounting high, the trump of triumph blew, 
| Attended with a bright ſeraphic band, 
Sat down enthron'd ſublime on God's right hand ; 
Where glorious choirs their various harps employ 


To found his praiſes with confed'rate joy. 
There he, the bride's ſtrong Interceſſor fits, 
And thence the bleſſings of his blood tranſmits, 
Sprinkling all o'er the flaming throne of God, 
Pleads for her pardon his atoning blood ; 
Sends down his holy co-eternal Dove, 

To ſhew the wonders of incarnate love, 

To woo and win the bride's reluctant heart, 
And pierce it with his kindly killing dart : 

By goſpel-light to maniteſt that now 

She has no | a9 with the law to do; 

That her new Lord has loos'd the fed'ral tye, 
That once hard bound her, or to do or die; 


That precepts, threats, no ſingle mite can crave. 


Thus for her former ſpouſe he digg'd a grave; 
The law faſt to his croſs did nail and pin, 
Then bury'd the defunct his tomb within, 
That he the lonely widow to himſelf might win. 
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SECT. 
Man's legal DISPOSITION. 


UT, after all, the bride's fo malecontent, 
No argument, ſave pow'r, is prevalent 
To bow her will, and gain her heart's conſent. 
The glorious Prince's ſuit the diſapproves, 
The law her old primordial huſband loves; 
- Hopeful in its embraces life to have, 
Though dead and bury'd in her Suitor's grave; 
Unable to gave life, as once before; 
Unfit to be a huſband any more. 
Yet proudly the the new addreſs diſdains, 
And all the bleſt Redeemer's love and pains ; 


Tho' now his head, that cruel thorns did wound, 


Is with immortal glory circled round; 
Archangels at his awtul footſtool bow, 
And drawing love fits ſmiling on his brow. 
Though down he ſends in goſpel-tidings good 
Epiſtles of his love, ſign'd with his blood: 
Yet lordly ſhe the royal ſuit reje ds, 

ternal life by legal works aftects ; 

In vain the living ſcebs among the dead &, 

Sues quickning comforts in a killing head. 
Her dead and bury'd huſband has her heart, 
Which can nor death remove, nor life impart. 
Thus all revolting Adam's blinded race 
In their firſt ſpouſe their hope and comfort place. 
They natively expect, if guilt them preſs, 
Salvation by a home-bred righteouſneſs: 
They look tor favour in JeHovan's eyes, 
By careful doing all that in them hes. 
"Tis {till their primary attempt to draw 
Their life and comfort from the vet'ran law; 
They flee not to the hope the goſpel gives; 


To truſt a promiſe bare, their minds aggrieves, 


Which judge the man that does, the man that /ives. 


As native as they draw their vital breath, 
Their ford recourſe is to the legal path. 


* Luke iv 5. 


; 


Why, 
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Why, ſays old nature in law-wedded man, 

„ Won't Heav'n be pleas'd, if Ido all I can? 

« If I conform my walk to nature's light, 

And ſtrive, intent to practiſe what is right? 
Thus, won't J by the God of heav'n be bleſs'd, 
And win his favour, if I 4s my beſt ? 

* Good God! he cries, when preſs'd with debt and thrall, 
Have patience with me, and PII pay thee all. +.” 
Upon their , their be/t, they're fondly mad, 
Though yet their all is naught, their be/t is bad. 
Proud man his can-does mightily exalts, 

Yet are his brighteſt works but ſplendid faults. 

A ſinner may have ſhews of good, but ſtill 

The beſt he can, even at his beſt, is ill. 

Can heav'n or divine favour e'er be win 

By thoſe that are a maſs of hell and fin ? 

The righteous law does num*rous woes denounce 
Againſt the wretched ſoul that fails but once: 
What heaps of curſes on their heads it tears, 

That have amaſs'd the guilt of num'rous years! 


S-E C.T. . 


Man's flri attachment to legal TERMS, or to the lam as 
a condition of life. 


AY, on what terms then Heav'n appeas'd will be? 
Why, ſure, perfection is the leaſt degree. 

Yea, more, full /atisfafion muſt be giv'n 

For treſpaſs done againſt the laws of Heav'n. 

Theſe are the terms: what mortal back ſo broad, 
But muſt for ever fink beneath the load? 

A ranſom muſt be found, or die they mult, 

Sure, even as juſtice infinite is juſt. 

But, ſays the legal, proud, felt-righteous heart, 
Which cannot with her antient confort part, 
What! won't the goodnefs of the God of heav'n 
« Admit of ſmalls when greater can't be given? 
He knows our falls diminiſh'd all our funds, 
Won't he accept of pennies now for pounds? 


+ Matth. xvi. 26. 
« Sncere 


54. GOSPEL SONNETS., PAR r. I. 


« Sincere endeavours for perfection take, 
« Or terms more poſſible for mankind make?“ 
Ah! poor divinity, and jargon looſe ; 
Such hay and ſtraw will never build the houſe. 
Miſtake not here, proud mortal; don't miſtake ; 
God changes not, nor other terms will make. 
Will divine faithfulneſs itſelf deny, 
Which ſwore ſolemnly, Man ſhall do or die? 
Will God, moſt true, extend to us, forſooth, 
His goodneſs to the damage of his truth ? 
Will ſpotleſs holineſs be baftled thus? 
Or awful juſtice be unjuſt for us ? 
Shall faithfulneſs be faithleſs for our ſake, 
And he his threats, as we his precepts break? 
Will our great Creditor deny himſelf ? 
And for full payment take our filthy pelt ? 
Diſpenſe with juſtice, to let mercy vent ? 
And ſtain his royal crown with *miniſh'd rent: 
Unworthy thought! O let no mortal clod 
Hold ſuch baſe notions of a glorious God. 
Heav'n's holy cov'nant, made for human race, 
Conſiſts, or whole of works, or whole of grace. 
If works will take the field, then works mult be 
For ever perfect to the laſt degree: 
Will God diſpenſe with leſs? Nay ſure, he won't 
With ragged toll his royal law affront. 
Can rags, that Sina; flames will ſoon diſpatch, 
E'er prove the fiery law's adequate match? 
Vain man mult be divorc'd, and chooſe to take 
Another huſband, or a burning lake. 

We find the divine volume no-where teach 
New legal terms within our mortal reach. 
Some make, though in the ſacred page unknown, | 
Sincerity aſſume perfection's throne : 
But who will boaſt this baſe uſurper's ſway, 
Save miniſters of darkneſs, that diſplay, 
Invented night to ſtifle ſcripture-day ? 
The nat'raliſts ſincerity is naught ; 
That of the gracious is divinely taught; 
Wich teaching keeps their graces, if ſincere, 


Within the limits of the goſpel-ſphere, 
Where 
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Where vaunting, none created graces ſing, 

Nor boaſt of ſtreams, but of the Lord the ſpring. 
Sincerity's the ſoul of ev'ry grace, 

The quality of all the ranſom'd race. 

Of promis'd favour 'tis a fruit, a clauſe; 

But no procuring term, no moving cauſe. 
How unadvis'd the legal mind confounds 
The marks of divine favour with the grounds, 

And qualities of covenanted friends 

With the condition of the cov*nant blends ? 
Thus holding goſpel-truths with legal arms, 
Miſtakes new-cov'nant fruits for fed*ral terms. 
The joyful ſound no change of terms allows, 
But change of perſons, or another ſpouſe. 
The nature ſame that ſinn'd muſt do and die; 
No milder terms in goſpel-ofters lie. 

For grace no other law-abatement ſhews, 

But how law-debtors may reſtore its dues ; 
Reſtore, yea, through a Surety in their place, 
With double in'treſt and a better grace. 
Here we of no new terms of life are told, 

But of a huſband to fulfil the old ; 

With him alone by faith we're call'd to wed, 
And let no rival & bruk the marriage-bed. 


SECT. V. 


Mens vain attempt to ſeek Lies by CHRIS T's righteouſneſs, 
joined with their own ; and legal hopes natural to all. 


UT till the bride reluctant difallows 
The junior ſuit, and hugs the ſenior ſpouſe. 
Such the old ſelfiſh folly of her mind, 
So bent to lick the duſt, and graſp the wind, 
Alledging works and duties of her own 
May for her criminal offence atone ; 
She will her antic dirty robe provide, 
Which vain ſhe hopes will all pollution hide. 
The filthy rags that ſaints away have flung, 
She holding, wraps and rolls herſelf in dung. 


Enjoy. 
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Thus, maugre all the light that goſpel gives, 
Unto her nat'ral conſort fondly cleaves. 
Though mercy let the royal match in vew, 
She's loth to bid her antient mate adieu. 

When light ot ſcripture, reaſon, common ſenſe. 
Can hardly mortity her vain pretence 

To legal righteouſneſs ; yet if at laſt 

Her conſcience rous'd begins to ſtand aghaſt, 
Preſs'd with the dread of hell, ſhe'll rathly patch, 
And halve a bargain with the proferr'd match; 
In hopes his help, together with her own, 

Will turn to peaceful {miles the wrathtul frown. 
Though grace the riſing {un delightful ſings, 
With full ſalvation in his golden wings, 

And righteouſneſs complete ; the taithleſs ſoul, 
Receiving halt the light rejects the whole; 
Revolves the ſacred page, but reacs purblind 
The goſpel- meſſage with a legal mind. 


Men dream their ſtate, ah! too too flightly'view'd, 


Needs only be amended, not renew'd ; 
Scorn to be wholly debtors unto grace, 
Hopetul their works may meliorate their caſe. 
They fancy preſent pray'rs and future pains 
Will for their tormer tailings make amends : 
To legal yokes they bow their ſervile necks,” 
And, leaſt foul flips their falſe repoſe perplex, 
Think Jefus* merits make up all defects. 
They patch his glorious robe with filthy rags, 
And burn but incenſe to their proper drags, * 
Diſdain to uſe his righteouſneſs alone, 

But as an aiding ſtirr'p to mount their own ; 
Thus in Chriſt's room his rival felt enthrone, 
And vainly would, dreſs'd up in legal trim, 
Divide ſalvation *twixt themſelves and him. 
But know, vain man, that to his ſhare mult fall 
The glory of the whole, or none at all. 

In him all wiſdum's hidden treaſures lie, 
And all the fulneſs of the Deity. | 

This ſtore alone, immenſe and never ſpent, 
Might poor inſolvent debtors well content ; 


Hab i. 16. Col. ü. z. f Col. ii. 9. 
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But to hell- priſon juſtly Heav'n will doom 


Proud fools that on their petty ſtock preſume. 
The ſofteſt couch that gilded nature knows 

Can give the waken'd nature no repoſe. 

When God arraigns, what mortal pow'r can ſtand 
Beneath the terror of his lifted hand ? 

Our ſafety lies beyond the nat'ral line, 

Beneath the purple covert all divine. 

Yet how is precious Chrilt the way, deſpis'd, 
And high the way of life by doing priz'd ? 

But can its vot'ries all its levy ſhow ? 

They prize it moſt, who lealt its burden know: 
Who by the law, in part, would fave his ſoul, 
Becomes a debtor to fulfil the whole, * 

Its pris'ner he remains, and without bail, 

Till ev'ry mite be paid; and if he fail, 

(As ſure he muſt, ſince, by our ſinful breach, 
Perfection far ſurmounts all mortal reach) 


Then curſt for ever muſt his ſoul remain; 


And all the folk of God muft ſay, AMEN f. 
Why, ſeeking that the law ſhould help afford ; 
In honouring the law, he flights its Lord, 
Who gives his law-fulfilling righteouſneſs 

To be the naked finner's perfect dreſs, 

In which he might with ſpotleſs beauty ſhine 
Before the face of majeſty divine: 

Yet, lo! the ſinner works with mighty pains 
A garment of his own to hide his ſtains ; 
Ungrateful, overlooks the gift of God, 


The robe wrought by his hand, dy'd in his blood. 


In vain the Son of God this web did weave, 
Could our vile rags ſufficient ſhelter give. 
in vain he ev'ry thread of it did draw, 
Could ſinners be o' ermantled by the law. 
Can mens falvation on their works be built, 
Whole faireſt actions nothing are but guilt ? 
Or can the law ſuppreſs th' avenging flame, 
When now its only office is to damn; 
Did life come by the law, in part or whole, 
Bleſt Jeſus dy'd in vain to fave a foul. 
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Thoſe then who life by legal means expect, 
To them is Chriſt become of no effect; * 
Becauſe their legal mixtures do, in fact, 
Wiſdom's grand project plainly counteract. 1 
How cloſe proud carnal reaſonings combine, | 
To fruſtrate ſov'reign grace's great deſign ? 
Man's heart by nature weds the law alone, 
Nor will another paramour enthrone. 
True, many ſeem by courſe of life profane, 
No favour for the law to entertain ; 
But break the bands, and caſt the cords away, 
'That would their raging luſts and paſſions ſtay : 
Yet ev'n this reigning madneſs may declare, 
How ſtrictly wedded to the law they are; 
For now (however rich they ſeem'd before) 


Hopeleſs to pay law-debt, they give it o'er, 

Like deſp'rate debtors mad, ſtill run themſelves in more. 
Deſpair of ſucceſs ſhews their ſtrong deſires, 

Till legal hopes are parch'd in luſtful fires. 

« Let's give, ſay they, our lawleſs will free ſcope, 
« And live at random, for there is no hope +.” 
The law, that can't *em help, they ſtab with hate, 
Yet ſcorn to beg, or court another mate. 

Here luſts, molt oppoſite their hearts divide, 
Their beaſtly paſſion, and their bankrupt pride. 

In paſſion they their native mate deface, 

In pride diſdain to be oblig*d to grace. 

Hence plainly, as a rule *gainſt law they live, 

Yet cloſely to it as a cov'nant cleave. 

Thus legal pride lies hid beneath the patch, 

And ſtrong averſion to the goſpe!-match. 
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G . II. 


The manner of a Siuner's divorce from the law in a 
work of humiliation, and of his marriage to the 
Lord Jesus CyrisT; or, the way how a Sinner 


comes to be a Believer. 


er. . 
Of a Law-woRK, and the workings of legal pride under it. 


O proud's the bride, ſo backwardly diſpos'd ; 
8 How then ſhall e'er the happy match be clos'd ? 
Kind grace the tumults of her heart muſt quell, 
And draw her heav'nward by the gates of hell. 

The Bridegroom's Father makes by's holy Sp'rit 
His ſtern command with her ſtiff conſcience meet; 
To daſh her pride, and ſhew her utmoſt need, 


| Purſues for double debt with awful dread. 


He makes her former huſband's frightful ghoſt 
Appear and damn her, as a bankrupt loſt ; 

With curſes, threats, and Sinai thunder-claps, 
Her lofty tow'r of legal boaſting ſaps. 

Theſe humbling ſtorms, in high or low degrees, 
Heav'n's Majeſf will meaſure as he pleaſe ; 

But ſtill he makes the fiery law at leaſt 

Pronounce its awful ſentence in her breaſt, 

"Till through the law & convict of being loſt, 

She hopeleſs to the lato gives up the ghoſt : 

Which now in rigour comes full debt to crave, 
And in cloſe priſon caſt ; but not to fave. 

For now 'tis weak, and can't (through our default) 
Its greateſt votaries to life exalt. 

But well it can command with fire and flame, 

And to the loweſt pit of ruin damn. 

Thus doth it by commiſſion from above, 

Deal with the bride, when heav'n would court her love. 
Lo! now ſhe ſtartles at the Sinai trump, 

Which throws her ſoul into a diſmal dump; 
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Conſcious another huſband ſhe muſt have, 
Elſe die for ever in deſtruction's grave. 
While in conviction's jail ſhe's thus inclos'd, 


Glad news are heard, the royal mate's propos'd. 


And now the ſcornful bride's inverted (tir 

Is racking tear, he ſcorn to match with her. 
She dreads his fury, and deſpairs that he 

Will ever wed fo vile a wretch As ſhe. 

And here the legal humour ſtirs again, 

To her prodigious loſs and grievous pain : 

For when the Prince preſents himſelf to be 
Her Huſband, then the deems; Ah! is not he 
Too fair a match for ſuch a filthy bride ? 
Unconſcious that the thought bewrays her pride, 
Ev'n pride of merit, pride of righteouſneſs, 
Expecting Heav'n ſhould love her for her drels ; 
Unmindtul how the fall her face did ſtain, 

And made her but a black unlovely ſwain, 
Her whole primeval beauty quite defac'd, 

And to the rank of fiends her form debas'd ; 
Without disfigur'd, and defil'd within, 
Incapable of any thing but ſin. 

Heav'n courts not any for their comely face, 
But tor the glorious praiſe of ſov'reign grace, 
Elſe ne'er had courted one of Adam's race, 
Which all as children of corruption be, 

Heirs rightful of immortal miſery. 

Yet here the bride employs her fooliſh wit, 

For this bright match her ugly form to fit; 

To daub her features o'er with legal paint, 
That with a grace the may herſelf preſent. 
Hopetul the Prince with credit might her wed, 
It once {ome comely qualities ſhe had. 

In humble pride, her haughty ſpirit flags; 

She cannot think of coming all in rags. 

Were ſhe a humble, faithful penitent, 

She dreams he'd then contract with full content. 
Baſe varlet ! think ſhe'd be a match for him, 
Did the but deck herſelf in handſome trim, 
Ah! fooliſh thoughts! in legal deeps that plod ; 
Ah! forry notions of a ſov'reign God! 
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Will God expoſe his great, his glorious Son, 

For our vile baggage to be fold and won ? 

Should ſinful modeſty the match decline, 

Until its garb be briſk and ſuperfine ; 

Alas ! when ſhould we ſee the marriage-day ? 
The happy bargain mult flee up for ay. 
Preſumptuous ſouls, in ſurly modeſty, 
Half-ſaviours of themſelves would fondly be, 
Then hopeful th' other half their due will fall, 
Diſdain to be in Fe/us* debt for all. 

Vainly they firſt would waſh themſelves, and then 
Addreſs the fountain to be waſh'd more clean; 
Firſt heal themſelves, and then expect the balm: 
Ah! many ſlightly cure their ſudden qualm. 
They heal their conſcience with a tear or pray'r; 
And ſeek no other Chriſt, but periſh there. 

O ſinner, ſearch the houſe, and ſee the thief 
That ſpoils thy Saviour's crown, thy ſoul's relief, 
The hid, but heinous fin of unbelief. 

Who can poſſeſs a quality that's good, 

Till firſt he come to Jeſus cleanſing blood? 
The pow'r that draws the bride, will alſo thew 
Unto her by the way her helliſh hue, 

As void of ev'ry virtue to commend, 

And full of ev'ry vice that will offend. 

Till ſov'reign grace the ſullen bride ſhall catch, 
She'll never fit herſelf for ſuch a match. 

Moſt qualify'd they are in heav'n to dwell, 

Who ſee themſelves moſt qualify'd for hell; 

And, ere the bride can drink falvation's cup, 
Kind Heav'n mult reach to hell and lift her up: 
For no decorum e'er about her found, 

Is ſhe belov'd ; but on a nobler ground. 
Jznovan's love is like his nature, tree; 

Nor muſt his creature challenge his decree ; 

But low at ſov'reign grace's footſtool creep, 
Whoſe ways are ſearchleſs, and his judgments deep. 
Yet grace's ſuit meets with reſiſtance rude 

From haughty fouls; for lack of innate good 

To recommend them. Thus the backward bride 
Aﬀronts her Suitor with her modeſt pride. 
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Black hatred for his cover'd love repays, W. 
Pride under maſk of modeſty diſplays: Th 
In part would fave herſelf ; hence, ſaucy ſoul ! Inf 
Rejects the matchleſs mate would ſave in whole. An 

7 Th 

SECT. IL A 

Conviction s IN and WRATH, carried on more deeply J — 
and effeftually in the heart. — 

O proudly forward is the bride, and now, Sa 
Stern Heav'n begins to ſtare with cloudier brow; H 

Law-curſes come with more condemning pow'r, ls 

To ſcorch her conſcience with a fiery ſhow'r, Sl 

And more refulgent flaſhes darted in ; S6 

For by the law the knowledge is of Jin X. H 

Black Sinai, thund”ring louder than before, T 

Does awful in her lofty boſom roar. F 

Heav'n's furious ſtorms now riſe from ev'ry airth +, E 

In ways more terrible to ſhake the earth g, E 

Till haughtineſs of men be ſunk thereby, 0 

That Chriſt alone may be exalted high. F 

Now, ſtable earth ſeem from her centre toſt, 8 

And lofty mountains in the ocean loſt, J 

Hard rocks of flint, and haughty hills of pride, 4 

Are torn in pieces by the roaring tide. ] 

Each flaſh of new conviction's lucid rays ] 

Heart-errors, undiſcern'd till now, diſplays ; 

Wrath's maſſy cloud upon the conſcience breaks, 

And thus menacing Heav'n in thunder ſpeaks ; | 


Th' authority of a commanding God; 

“ Thou, like thy kindred that in Adam fell, 

Art but a law-renverſing lump of hell, g 
And there by law and juſtice doom'd to dwell.“ 
Now, now, the daunted bride her ſtate bewails, 

And downward furls her ſelf-exalting fails ; 

With pungent fear, and piercing terror brought 

To mortity her lofty legal thought. 
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Why, the commandment comes, ſinis reviv'd 8, 
That lay ſo hid, while to the law ſhe liv'd ; 
Infinite majeſty in God is ſeen, 
And infinite malignity in fin : 
That to its expiation muſt amount 
A ſacrifice of infinite account. 
Juſtice its dire ſeverity diſplays, 
The law its vaſt dimenſions open lays. 
She ſees for this broad ſtandard nothing meet, 
Save an obedience, ſinleſs and complete. 
Her cob-web righteouſneſs, once in renown, 
Is with a happy vengeance now {wept down. 
She who of daily faults could once but prate, 
Sees now her ſinful miſerable ſtate. 
Her heart, where once ſhe thought ſome good to dwell, 
The devils cab'net filPd with traſh of hell. 
Her boaſted features now unmaſked bare, 
Her vaunted hopes are plung'd in deep deſpair. 
Her haunted ſhelter-houſe in bypaſt years 
Comes tumbling down about her frighted cars. 
Her former rotten faith, love, penitence, 
She ſees a bowing-<vall, and tott ring fence. 
Excellencies of thought, and word, and deed, 
All ſwimming, drowning in a ſea of dread : 
Her beauty now deformity ſhe deems ; 
Her heart much blacker than the devil ſeems. 
With ready lips ſhe can herſelf declare 
The vileſt ever breath'd in vital air. 
Her former hopes, as refuges of hes, 
Are ſwept away, and all her boaſting dies. 
She once imagin'd Heav'n would be unjuſt 
To damn fo many lumps of human duſt, 
Form'd by himſelf ; but now ſhe owns it true, 
Damnation ſurely is the finner's due : 
Yea, now applauds the law's juſt doom ſo well, 
That juſtly ſhe condemns herſelf to hell; 
Does herein divine equity acquit, 
Herſelf adjudging to the loweſt pit. 
Her language, Oh! if God condemn, I muſt 
From bottom of my ſoul declare him juſt. 

F Rom. vii. 9. 
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« But if his great ſalvation me embrace, W 
Hou loudly will I ſing ſurpriſing grace ? rs 
If from the pit he to the throne me raiſe, W 
| « Pl rival angels in his endleſs praiſe. Sy 
| If hell deſerving me to heaven he bring, W 
No heart ſo glad, no tongue fo loud ſhall ſing. Bi 
If wiſdom has not laid the ſaving plan, W 
] nothing have to claim, I nothing can. A 
«© My works but ſin, my merit death I ſee ; A 
«© Oh! mercy, mercy, mercy | pity me.“ | T 
Thus all ſelf. juſtifying pleas are dropp'd, V 
Moſt guilty ſhe becomes, her mouth is ſtopp'd. A 
Pungent remorſe does her paſt conduct blame, * 
And fluſh her conſcious cheek with ſpreading ſhame. A 
Her ſelf-conceited heart is ſelf-convict, Bi 
With barbed arrows of compunction prick'd: St 
Wonders how juſtice ſpares her vital breath, 
How patient Heav'n adjourns the day of wrath ; Tl 
How pliant earth does not with open jaws * 
Devour her, Korah-like, for equal cauſe; 0 
How yawning hell, that gapes for ſuch a prey, T 
Is fruſtrate with a further hour's delay. A 
She that could once her mighty works exalt, T 
And boaſt devotion fram'd without a fault. A 
Extol her nat'ral pow'rs, is now brought down, Pr 
Her former madneſs, not her pow'rs, to own. H 
Her preſent beggar ſtate, moſt void of grace, A 
Unable even to wail her woful caſe, R 
Join pow'rleſs to believe, repent, or pray; T 
Thus pride of duties flies and dies away. A 
She, like a harden'd wretch, a ſtupid ſtone, UI 
Lies in the duſt, and cries, Undone, undone. : 
SECT. III. 1 
The deeply humbled foul x ELIEVED with ſome ſaving 0 
diſcoveries of CHRIS TH the Redeemer. U 


HEN thus the wounded bride perceives full well 1A 
Herſelf the vileſt ſinner out of hell, 
he blackeſt monſter in the univerſe : 
Penfive if clouds of wo ſhall &'er diſperſe. 3 
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When in her breaſt Heav'n's wrath ſo fiercely glows, 


Twixt fear and guilt her bones have no repoſe. 

When flowing billows of amazing dread 

Swell to a deluge o'er her ſinking head ; 

When nothing in her heart is found to dwell, 

But horrid atheiſm, enmity, and hell; 

When endleſs death and ruin ſeems at hand, 

And yet ſhe cannot for her foul command 

A/ to eaſe it, or a gracious thought, 

Though heaven could at this petty rate be bought. 

When darkneſs and confuſion overcloud, 

And unto black deſpair temptations croud ; 

When wholly without ſtrength to move or ſtir, 

And not a ſtar by night appears to her: 

But ſhe, while to the brim her troubles flow, 

Stands trembling on the outmoſt brink of wo. 
Ah! weary caſe! But, lo! in this fad plight 

The ſun ariſes with ſurpriſing light. 

The darkeſt midnight is his uſual time 

Or riſing and appearing in his prime. 

To ſhew the hills from whence ſalvation ſprings, 

And chaſe the gloomy ſhade with golden wings, 

The glorious Huſband now unvails his face, 

And thews his glory full of truth and grace ; * 

Preſents unto the bride in that dark hour, 

Himſelf a Saviour, both by price and pow'r : 

A mighty helper to redeem the loſt. 

Relieve and ranſom to the uttermoſt; + 

To ſeek the vagrant ſheep to deſert driv'n, 

And fave from loweſt hell to higheſt heav'n. 

Her doleful caſe he ſees, her bowels move, 

And make her time of need a time of love. | 

He ſhews, to prove himſelf her mighty ſhield, 

His name is IEsus, by his Father ſeal'd: ; 

A name with attributes engrav'd within, 

To fave from every attribute of ſin, 

With w:i/dom ſin's great folly to expoie, 

And righteouſneſs its chain of guilt to looſe, 


* John i. 14. + Heb, vii. 25. | Ezek. xvi. 6, 8. Þ} Mat. i. 21. 
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Sanctification to ſubdue its ſway, 

Redemption all its woful brood to ſlay. * 

Each golden letter of his glorious name 

Bears full deliv'rance both from ſin and ſhame. 
Vea, not privation bare from ſin and wo, 

But thence all poſitive ſalvations flow, 5 
To make her wiſe, ju/t, holy, happy too. 

He now appears a match exactly meet, 

To make her every way in him complete, 

In whom the fulneſs of the Godbead dwells, + 
That ſhe may boaſt in him, and nothing elſe. 
In goſpel- lines ſhe now perceives the dawn 

Of Jeſus“ love with bloody pencil drawn; 
How God in him is infinitely pleas'd, 

And Heav'n's revenging fury whole appeas'd : 
Law-precepts 2 by her belov'd, 

And ev'ry let to ſtop the match remov'd. 
Now in her view the priſon-gates break ope, 
Wide to the walls flies up the door of hope ; 
And now ſhe ſees with pleaſure unexpreſs'd 
For ſhatter'd barks a happy ſhore of reſt. 


The workings of the Spirit of faith in ſeparating the heart 
from all ſelf-righteouſneſs, and drawing out its conſent to, 
and deſire after CaxisT alone and wholly. 


How theſe law. humblings were deſign'd for good, 
T” enhance the value af the Huſband's blood. 
The tow'r of tott'ring pride thus batter'd down, 
Makes way for Chriſt alone to wear the crown. 
Conviction's arrows pierc'd her heart that fo 
'The blood from his pierc'd heart to hers might flow. 
The law's ſharp plough tears up the fallow-ground, 
Where not a grain 4 grace was to be found, 
Till ſtraight perhaps behind the plow is ſown, 
The hidden ſeed of faith, as yet unknown. 
Hence now the once reluctant bride's inclin'd 
To give the goſpel an affentine mind, 


HE bride at Sinai little underſtood, 


® x Cor. i. 30. + Col. i. 9, 10. 
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Diſpos'd to take, would grace the pow'r impart, 
Heav'n's offer with a free conſenting heart. 
His Spirit in the goſpel-chariot rides, 
And ſhews his loving heart to draw the bride's 
Though oft in clouds his drawing pow'r he hides, 
His love in gracious offers to her bears, 
In kindly anſwers to her doubts and fears, 
Reſolving all objections, more or leſs, 
From former ſins, or preſent worthleſſneſs. 
Perſuades her mind of's conjugal conſent, 
And then impowers her heart to ſay, Content. 
Content to be divorced from the law, 
No more the yoke of legal terms to draw. 
Content that he diſſolve the former match, 
And to himſelf alone her heart attach. 
Content to join with Chriſt at any rate, 
And wed him as her everlaſting mate. 
Content that he ſhould ever wear the bays, 
And of her whole ſalvation have the praiſe. 
Content that he ſhould riſe, though ſhe ſhould fall, 
And to be nothing, that he may be all. 
Content that he, becauſe ſhe nought can do, 
Do for her all her work, and in her too. 
Here ſhe a peremptory mind diſplays, | 
That he do all the work, get all the praiſe. 
And now ſhe is, which ne'er till now took place, 
Content intirely to be ſav'd by grace. 
She owns that her damnation juſt would be, 
And therefore her ſalvation mult be free : 
That nothing being hers but ſin and thrall, 
She muſt be debtor unto grace for all. 

Hence comes ſhe to him in her naked caſe, 
To be inveſted with his righteouſneſs. 
She comes, as grilty, to a pardon free; 
As vile and filthy, to a cleanſing ſea 
As poor and empty, to the richeſt ſtock ; 
As weak and feeble, to the ſtrongeſt rock ; 
As periſhing unto a ſhield from thrall; 
As worſe than nothing, to an all in all. 
She, as a blinded mole, an ign'rant fool, 


Comes for inſtruction to the Prophet's ſchool. 
I 2 | Zhe 
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She, with a hell- deſerving conſcious breaſt. 

Flees for atonement to the worthy Prief. 

She, as a ſlave to ſin and Satan, wings 

Her flight for help unto the King of En 78, 

She all her maladies and plagues brings forth 

To this Phyſician of eternal worth. 

She ſpreads before his throne her filthy ſore, 

And lays her broken bones down at his door. 

No mite ſhe has to buy a crumb of bliſs, | 

And therefore comes impov'riſh'd as ſhe is. 

By fin and Satan of all good bereft, 

Comes e'en as bare as they her ſoul have left. 

To ſenſe, as free of holineſs within, 

As Chriſt, the ſpotleſs Lamb, was free of ſin. 

She come by faith, true ; but it ſhews her want, 

And brings her as a ſinner, not a faint ; 

A wretched ſinner flying for her good 

'To juſtifying, ſanctifying blood. 

Strong faith no ſtrength nor pow'r of acting vaunts. 

But acts in ſenſe of weakneſs and of wants. 

Drain'd now of ev'ry thing that men may call 

Terms and conditions of relief from thrall ; 

Except this one, that Jesus be her all. 

When to the bride he gives eſpouſing faith, 

It finds her under fin, and guilt, and wrath; 

And makes her as a plagued wretch to fall 

At Jeſus“ footſtool for the cure of all. 

Her whole ſalvation now in him ſhe ſeeks, 

And muſing thus perhaps in ſecret ſpeaks : 

* Lo! all my burdens may in him be eas'd; 

+ The juſtice I offended, he has pleas'd ; 

* Ihe bliſs that I have forfeit, he procur'd; 

« 'The curſe that I deſerved, he endur'd ; 

The law that I have broken, he obey'd; 

« 'The debt that I contracted, he has paid : 

© And though a match unfit for him I be, 

I find him ev'ry way moſt fit for me. 

Sweet Lord, I think, would thou thyſelf impart, 

* I'd welcome thee with open hand and heart. 

* But thou that ſav'ſt by price, muſt ſave by pow'r; 

* O ſend thy Spirit in a fiery ſhow'r, 5 
& This 
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« This cold and frozen heart of mine to thaw, 

« That nought ſave cords of burning love can draw. 
&« oO draw me, Lord; then will I run to thee, 

« And glad into thy glownng boſom flee. 

« I own myſelf a mals of fin and hell, 

« A brat that can do nothing but rebel: 

« But didſt thou not, as ſacred pages ſhew &, 
„(When riſing up to ſpoil the helliſh crew, 
„That had, by thouſands, ſinners captive made, 
% And hadſt in conqu'ring chains them captive led) 
Get donatives, not for thy proper gain, 

« But royal bounties for rebellious men ; | 

« Gifts, graces, and the Spirit without bounds 

« For God's new houſe with man on firmer grounds: 
« O then let me a rebel now come fpecd, 

« Thy holy Spirit is the gift 1 need. 

« His precious graces too, the glorious grant, 

« Thou kindly promis'd, and I greatly want. 
Thou art exalted to the higheſt place, 

„Jo give repentance forth and ev'ry grace. | 

« O giver of ſpiritual life and breath, 

The author and the finiſher of faith; + 

„Thou Huſband-like mult ev'ry thing provide, 
If e'er the like of me become thy bride.” 


SECT. V. 


Faith's view of the freedom of grace, cordial renunciaticn 
of all its own ragged righteouſneſs, and formal acceptance 
of and cleſing with the perſon of glorious CHRIST. 


HE bride with open eyes, that once were dim, 
Sees now her whole ſalvation hes in him; 
The Prince, who is not in diſpenſing nice, 
But freely gives without her pains or price. 
This magnifies the wonder in her eye, 
Who not a farthing has wherewith to buy; 
For now her humbled mind can diſavow, 
Her boaſted beauty and aſſuming brow; 
Wich conſcious eye diſcern her emptineſs, 
With candid lips her poverty confeſs. 
O glory to the Lord that grace is free, 
** Ele never would it light on guilty me. 


* Pſalm Ixviii. 18. ＋ Acts v. 21. t Heb. xii. 2. 
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* I nothing have with me to be its price, 

*« But helliſh blackneſs, enmity, and vice.“ 
In former times ſhe durſt preſuming come, 
To grace's market with a pretty ſum 

Of duties, prayers, tears, a boaſted ſet, 
Expecting heav'n would thus be in her debt. 


Theſe were the price, at leaſt ſhe did ſuppoſe, 


She'd be the welcomer becauſe of thoſe : 
But now ſhe ſees the vileneſs of her vogue, 
The dung that cloſe doth ev'ry duty clog, 
The fin that doth her holineſs reprove, 
The enmity that cloſe attend her love, 
The great heart-hardneſs of her penitence, 
The ſtupid dulneſs of her vaunted ſenſe, 
The unbelief of former blazed faith, 

The utter nothingneſs of all ſhe hath. 

The blackneſs of her beauty ſhe can ſee, 
The pompous pride of ſtrain'd humilitie, 


The naughtineſs of all her tears and pray'rs ; 


And now renounces all her worthleſs wares ; 
And finding nothing to commend herſelf, 


But what might damn her, her embezzled pelf; 


At ſov'reign grace's feet doth proſtrate fall, 
Content to be in Jeſus debt for all. 

Her noiſed virtues vaniſh out of ſight, 

As ſtarry tapers at meridian light ; 


While ſweetly, humbly, ſhe beholds at length 
Chriſt, as her only righteouſneſs and ſtrength. 
He with the view throws down his loving dart, 


Impreſt with pow'r into her tender heart. 


The deeper that the law's fierce dart was thrown, 
The deeper now the dart of love goes down : 
Hence, ſweetly pain'd, her cries to heav'n do flee ; 
OO none but Jeſus, none but Chrift for me 

* O glorious Chriſt O beauty, beauty rare! 

«© Ten thouſand thouſand heav'ns are not ſo fair. 
In him at once all beauties meet and ſhine, 


The white and ruddy, human and divine. 
4 As in his low, he's in his high abode, 
The brighteſt image of the unſeen God. * 


„ Hleb. i. 3. 
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« How juſtly do the harpers ſing above, 

« His doing, dying, riſing, reigning love ? 

« How juſtly does he, when his work is done, 

« Pofleſs the centre of his Father's throne ? 

« How juſtly do his awful throne before 

« Seraphic armies proſtrate, him adore ; 

« That's both by nature and donation crown'd, 

« With all the grandeur of the Godhead round ? 
« But wilt thou, Lord, in very deed come dwell 

« With me, that was a burning brand of hell ? 

« With me, ſo juſtly reckon'd worſe and leſs 

« Than inſet, mite, or atom can expreſs ? 

« Wilt thou debaſe thy high imperial form, 

« To match with ſuch a mortal, crawling worm? 

« Yea, ſure thine errand to our earthly coaſt, 

«* Was in deep love to ſeek and ſave the ly/t : + 

And ſince thou deign'ſt the like of me to wed, 

“ O come and make my heart thy marriage-bed. 

« Fair Feſus, wilt thou marry filthy me! 

« Amen, Amen, Amen; ſo let it be.“ 


E III. 


The FrxviTs of the Believer's Marriage with 
CuRIsST; particularly goſpel-holineſs, and 
obedience to the law as a rule, 


SECT. J. 


The fweet ſolemnity of the marriage now over, and the ſad 
effects of the remains of a legal ſpirit. 


HE match is made, with little din *tis done; 
But wich great pow'r unequal prizes won. 
The Lamb has fairly won his worthlels bride ; 
She her great Lord, and all his ſtore beſide. 
He made the pooreſt bargain, though moſt wiſe ; 
And the, the fool, has won the worthy prize. 
Deep floods of everlaſting love and grace, 
That under ground ran an eternal ſpace, 


+ Luke xix. 10. 
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And yet her faithleſs heart rejects her Huſband's bail. 
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Now riſe aloft *bove banks of fin and hell, v 
And o'er the tops of maſſy mountains ſwell. 8 
In ſtreams of blood are tow'rs of guilt o' erflown, N 
Down with the rapid purple- current thrown, N 
The bride now as her all can Jeſus own, B 
And proſtrate at his footſtool caſt her crown, T) 
Diſclaiming all her former groundleſs hope, 
While in the dark her ſoul did weary grope. C 
Down tumble all the hills of ſelf-conceit, A 
In him alone ſhe ſees herſelf complete ; T 
Does his fair perſon with fond arms embrace, pb. 


And all her hopes on his full merit place; 

Diſcard her former mate, and henceforth draw 

No hope, no expectation from the law. 
Though thus her new- created nature ſoars, 

And lives aloft on Fe/#s* heav'nly ſtores; 

Vet, apt to ſtray, her old adult'rous heart 

Oft takes her old renounced huſband's part : 

A legal cov'nant is fo deep ingrain'd 

Upon the human nature, laps'd and ſtain'd, 

That, till her ſpirit mount the pureſt clime, 

She's never totally divorc'd in time. 

Hid in her corrupt part's proud boſom lurks 

Some hope of life ſtill by the law of works. 
Hence flow the following evils, more or leſs; 

Preferring oft her partial holy dreſs, 

Before her Huſband's perfect righteouſneſs. 
Hence joying more in grace already giv'n, 
Than in her Head and ſtock that's all in heav'n. 
Hence grieving more the want of frames and grace, 

Than of himfelt the ſpring of all ſolace. 
Hence guilt her ſoul impriſons, luſts prevail, / 


While to the law her rents inſolvent fail, 


Hence foul diforders riſe, and racking ark 
While doubtful of his clearing paſt arrears ; 
Vain dreaming, ſince her own obedience fails, 
His likewiſe little for her help avails. | 
Hence duties are a taſk, while all in view ' 
is heavy vokes of laws, or old or new: 1 
40 4 Waereas, 
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Whereas, were once her legal biaſs broke, 
She'd find her Lord's commands an eaſy yoke. 
No galling precepts on her back he lays, 
Nor any debt demands, fave what he pays 
By promis'd aid, but, lo! the grievous law 
Demanding brick, won't aid her with a ſtraw. 
Hence alſo fretful grudging, diſcontent, c 
Crav'd by the law, finding her treaſure ſpent, 
And doubting if her Lord will or bay rent. 
Hence pride of duties too does often ſwell, 
Preſuming ſhe perform'd ſo very well. 
Hence pride of graces and inherent worth 
Springs from her corrupt legal biaſs forth; 
And boaſting more a preſent with'ring frame, 
Than her exalted Lord's unfading name. 
Hence many falls and plunges in the mire, 
As many new converſions do require: 
Becauſe her faithleſs heart's ſad follies breed 
Much lewd departure from her living Head, 
Who to reprove her aggravated crimes, 
Leaves her abandon'd to herſelf at times; 
That, falling into frightful deeps, the may 
From ſad experience learn more ſtreſs to lay, 
Not on her native efforts, but at length 
On Chriſt alone, her righteouſneſs and ſtrength : 
Conſcious, while in her works ſhe ſeeks repoſe, 
Her legal ſpirit breeds her many woes. 


SECT; II. 


Faiths victories over fin and Satan, through new and 
farther diſcoveries of CHRIST, making believers more 
fraitful in holineſs than all other pretenders to works. 


IHE goſpel-path leads heav*nward ; hence the fray, 
Hell-pow'rs ſtill puſh the bride the legal way. 

So hot's the war, her life's a troubled flood, 

A field of battle, and a ſcene of blood. 

But he that once commenc'd the work in her, 

Whoſe working finger's drop the ſweeteſt myrrh, 

Will {till advance it by alluring force, 

And, from her antient mate, more clean diyorce : 
VOL. X. K Since 
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Since 'tis her antiquated ſpouſe the law 
The ſtrength of fin and hell did on her draw. 
Piece - meal ſhe finds hell's mighty force abate, | 
By new recruits from her almighty Mate. 
Freſh armour, ſent from grace's magazine, 
Makes her proclaim eternal war with fin. 

The ſhield of faith dipt in the Surety's blood, 
' Drowns fiery darts, as in a crimſon flood. 
The Captain's ruddy banner, lifted high, 
Makes hell retire, and all the furies fly. 

Yea, of his glory ev'ry recent glance 

Makes fin decay and holineſs advance. 

In kindneſs therefore does her heav'nly Lord 
Renew'd diſcov'ries of his love afford, 

That her enamour'd foul may with the view 
Be caſt into his holy mould anew : 

For when he — his glorious grace, 
The charming favour of his ſmiling face, 

Into his image fair transforms her ſoul *, 
And wafts her upward to the heav'nly pole, 
From glory unto glory by degrees, | 
Till viſion and fruition ſhall ſuffice. 

And thus in holy beauty Feſus* bride 

Shines far beyond the painted ſons of pride. 
Vain merit-vouchers, and their ſubtile apes, 
| In all their moſt refin'd, deluſive ſhapes. 

No lawful child is ere the marriage born; 
Though therefore virtues feign'd their life adorn, 
The fruit they bear is but a ſpurious brood, 
Before this happy marriage be made good. 
And *tis not ſtrange, for from a corrupt tree 
No fruit divinely good produc'd can be |. 

But, lo! the bride, graft in the living root, 
Brings forth moſt precious aromatic fruit, 
When her new heart and her new Huſband meet, 
Her fruitful womb is like a heap of wheat, 

Beſet with fragrant lilies round about , 

All divine graces in a comely root, | 
Burning within, and ſhining bright without, 


; 


* 2 Cor. iti, 19. # Matth vii. 17, 18. + Cant. vii, 2. 
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And thus the bride, as ſacred ſcripture ſaith, 

When dead unto the law through Feſus death f, 

And match'd with him, bears to her God and Lord 
Accepted fruit, with incenſe pure decor'd. 

Freed from law-debt, and bleſs'd with goſpel-caſe, 
Her work is now her deareſt Lord to pleaſe, ; 
By living on him as her ample ſtock, 

And leaning to him as her potent rock, 

The fruit that each law-wedded mortal brings, 

To ſelf accreſces, as from ſelf it brings, 

So baſe a riſe muſt have a baſe recourſe, 

The ſpring can mount no higher than its ſourſe. 
But Jeſus can his bride's ſweet fruit commend, 

As brought from him the root, to him the end. 

She does by ſuch an offspring him avow | 
To be her ALPHA and Omtca too. 

The work and warfare he begins, he crowns, 
Though maugre various conflicts, ups and downs. 
Thus through the darkſome vail ſhe makes her way. 
Until the morning dawn of glorious day. 


SECT. III. 


True ſaving Faith magnifying the law, both as a covenant 
and as a rule. Falſe faith unfruitſul and ruining. 


2 te nature may reject this goſpel-theme, 
And curſe it as an Antinomian ſcheme. 

Let flander bark, let envy grin and fight, 

Ihe curſe that is fo cauſeleſs ſhall not light . 

It they that fain would make by holy force 

Twixt ſinners and the law a clean divorce, 

And cvurt the Lamb a virgin chaſte to wife, 

Be charg'd as foes to holineſs of life, | 

Well may they ſuffer gladly on this ſcore, 

Apoſtles great were ſo malign'd before. 

Do we make void the law through faith +? nay, why, 
We do it more fulfil and magnify 

Than fiery ſeraphs can with holieſt flaſh ; 

Avaunt, vain legaliſts, unworthy traſh, 


} Rom. vii, 4. Prov. xxvi. 2. + Rom, iii. 21. 
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When as a cov*nant ſtern the law commands, 

Faith puts her Lamb's obedience in its hands: 

And when its threats huſh out a fiery flood, 

Faith ſtops the current with her victim's blood. 

The law can crave no more, yet craves no leſs, 

Than active, paſſive, perfect rigbteouſneſs. 

\ Yet here is all, yea, more than its demand, 

All render'd to it by a divine hand. 

Mankind is bound law-ſervice {till to pay, 

Yea, angel-kind is alſo bound t'obey. 

It may by human and angelic blaze 

Have honour, but in finite partial, ways. 

Theſe natures have its luſtre once defac'd, 

*Twill be by part of both for ay diſgrac'd. 

Yet, had they all obſequious ſtood and true, 

They'd giv'n the law no more than homage due. 

But faith gives't honour yet more gteat, more odd, 

The bigh, the humble ſervice of its God. 
Again, to view the holy law's command, 

As lodged in a Mediator's hand; 

Faith gives it honour, as a rule of life, 

And makes the bride the Lamb's obedient wife. 

Dye homage to the law thoſe never did, 

To whom th' abedience pure of faith is hid. 

Faith works by love f, and purifies the heart t, 

And truth advances in the inward part; 

On carnal hearts impreſſes divine ſtamps, 

And ſully'd lives inverts to ſhining lamps, 

From Abram's ſeed, that are moſt ſtrong in faith, 

The law moſt honour, God moſt glory hath. 

But due reſpe& to neither can be found, 
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Where unbelief ne'er got a mortal wound, 

To {till the virtue-vaunter's empty found. 

Good works he boaſts, a path he never trode, 
Who is not yet the workmanſhip of God ||, 

In Feſus thereunto created new ; | 

Nois'd works that ſpring not hence are but à ſhew. 
True faith, that's of a noble divine race, 

Is {till a holy, ſanctifying grace; 


+ Gal, v. 6, #Þ Ads xv. 9. | Eph. ii. 9. 
And 
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And greater hoaour to the law does ſhare, 

Than boaſters all rhat breathe the vital air. 

Fen heathen morals vaſtly may outſhine 

The works that flow not * a faith divine. 
Pretenſions high to faith a number have, 

But, ah! it is a faith that cannot fave : 

We truft, ſay they, in Chriſt, we hope in God; 

Nor bluſh to blaze their rotten faith abroad. 

Nor try the truſt of which they make a ſhew. 

If of a ſaving or a damning hue, 

They own their ſins are ill; true, but, tis fad, 

They never thought their faith and hope were bad. 

How evident's their home-bred nat'ral blaze, 

Who dream they have believ'd well all their days; 

Yet never felt their unbelief, nor knew 

The need of pow'r their natures to renew? 

Blind ſouls that boaſt of faith, yet live in fin, 

May hence conclude their faith is to begin ; 

Or know they fhall, by ſuch an airy faith, 

Believe themſelves to everlaſting wrath. 

Faith that nor leads to good, nor keeps from ill, 

Will never lead to heav'n, nor keep from hell. 

The body without breath is dead no leſs *: no leſs 

Is faith without the works of holineſs 7. 

How rare is ſaving faith, when earth is cramm'd 

With ſuch as will believe, and yet be damn'd; 

Believe the goſpel, yet with dread and awe 

Have never truly yet believ'd the law? 

That matters ſhall be well, they hope too ſoon, 

Who never yet have ſeen themſelves undone. 

Can of ſalvation their belief be true, 

Who never yet believ'd damnation. due? 

Can theſe of, endleſs life have ſolid faith, 

Who never fear'd law-threats of endleſs death? 

Nay, faiPd they ha'nt yet to the healing ſhore, 

Who never felt their ſinful, woful fore. 
Imaginary faith is but a blind, 

That bears no fruit, but of a deadly kind; 

Nor can from ſuch a wild unwholeſome root 

The leaſt production raiſe of living fruit. 


James ii. 26. + James ii. 17, 20. 
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But ſaving faith can ſuch an offspring breed, 
Her native product is a holy ſeed. 

The faireſt iſſues of the vital breath 

Spring from the fertile womb of heav*n-born faith; 
Yet boaſts ſhe nothing of her own, but brings 
Auxiliaries from the King of kings, 

Who graves his royal law in rocky hearts, 

And gracious aid in ſoftning ſhow'rs imparts : 
This gives prolific virtue to the faith, 

Inſpir'd at firſt by his almighty breath. 

Hence, fetching all her ſuccours from abroad, 
She ſtill employs this mighty pow'r of God. 
Drain'd clean of native pow'rs and legal aims, 
No ſtrength but in and from Jzmovan claims. 
And thus her ſervice to the law o'ertops 

The tow'ring zeal of Pariſaic fops. 


SECT. IV. 


The Believer only, being married to CHRIST, is juſtified 
and ſanctified; and the more goſpel-freedom from the 
law as a covenant, the more holy cenformity to it as a 
A 


H US doth the Huſband by his Father's will 
Both for and in his bride the law fulfil : 
For her, as *tis a covenant ; and then 
In ber, as *tis a rule of life to men. 
Firſt all law-debt he moſt completely pays; 
Then of law-dutics all the charge defrays. 
Does firſt aſſume her guilt, and looſe her chains; 
And then with living water waſh her ſtains : 
Her fund reſtore, and then her form repair, 
And make his filthy bride a beauty fair; 
His perfect righteouſneſs moſt freely grant, 
And then his boly image deep implant; 
Into her heart his precious ſeed indrop, 
Which, in his time, will yield a glorious crop. 
But by alternate turns his plants be brings 
Through robbing winters and repairing Punt 
Hence, pining oft, they ſuffer ſad decays, 
By dint of ſhady nights and ſtormy days. 
ut 
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But bleſt with ſap, and influence from above 
They live and grow anew in faith and love; 
Until tranſplanted to the higher ſoil, 
Where furies tread no more, nor foxes ſpoil. 
While Chriſt the living root remains on high, 
The noble plant of grace can never die: 
Nature decays, and ſo will all the fruit, 
That merely riſes on a mortal root. 
Their works, however ſplendid, are but dead, 
That from a living fountain don't proceed; 
Their faireſt fruit is but a garniſh'd ſhrine, 
That are not grafted in the glorious vine. 
Devouteſt hypocrites are rank'd in rolls 
Of painted puppets, not of living ſouls. 

No offspring but of Chriſt's fair bride is good, 
This happy marriage has a holy brood. 
Let ſinners learn this myſtery to read, 
We bear to glorious Chriſt no precious ſeed, 
Till through the law, we to the law be dead *. 
No true obedience to the law, but forc'd, 
Can any yield, *till from the law divorc'd. 
Nor to it as a rule, is homage giv'n, 
Till from it, as a cov'nant, men be driven. 
Yea more, till once they this divorce attain, 
Divorce from fin they but attempt in vain; 
The curſed yoke of ſin they baſcly draw, 
Till once unyoked from the curſed law. 
Sin's full dominion keeps its native place, 
While men are under lau, not under grace f. 
For mighty hills of enmity won't move, 
Till touch'd by ſov'reign grace and mighty love. 

Were but the goſpel-ſecret underſtood, 
How God can pardon where he ſees no good; 
How grace and mercy free, that can't be bought, 


Reign through a righteouſneſs already wrought : 


Were woful reigning unbelief depos'd, 
Myſterious grace to blinded minds diſclos'd : 
Did heav'n with goſpel-news its pow'r convey, 
And ſinners hear a faithful God but ſay, 

* No more law-debt remains for you to pay ; 


* Gal. it. 19. + Rom. vi. 14. 
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* Lo! by the loving Surety all's diſcharg'd.“ 

Their hearts behov'd with love to be cnlarg'd: 

Love, the ſuccinct fulſlling of the law f, 

Were then the eaſy yoke they'd fweetly draw, 

Love would conſtrain and to his ſervice move 

Who left them nothing elſe to do but love. 

Slight now his loving precepts if they can; 

No, no; his conqu'ring kindneſs leads the van. 

When everlaſting love exerts the ſway, | 

They judge themſelves more kindly bound t'obev 1 

Bound by redeeming grace in {tricter ſenſe . 

Than ever Adam was in innocence. | 

Why now they are not bound, as formerly, 

To do and live, nor yet to door dies 

Both life and death are put in F2/us' hands, 

Who urges neither in his kind commands, 

Not ſervile work their life and heav'n to win, 

Nor ſlaviſh labour death and bell to thun. 

Their aims are purer, ſince they underſtood 

Their heav'n was bought, their hell was quench'd with 
blood. 

The oars of goſpel- ſervice now they ſteer, 

Without or legal hope or ſlaviſſi fear: 

The bride in tweet ſecurity can dwell, 
Nor bound to purchaſe heav'n, nor vanquiſh hell: 
But bound fer him the race of love to run, | 
Whoſe love to her left none of theſe undone ; 

She's bound to be the Lamb's obedient wife : 
And in his ſtrength to ſerve him during lite , 
To glorify his loving name for ay, 

Who left her not a fingle mite to pay 

Of legal debt, but wrote for her at large, 

In characters of blood, a full diſcharge. 
Henceforth no ſervile taſk her labours prove, 
Fat grateful fruits of reverential love. 


+ Rom, ili. 10. * 
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CAP. III. 7h: BELIEVIR'Ss EsTOoSALSs. Sl 


SECT. V. 


GospEL- GRACE giving no liberty nor freedom to fan, but 
to Holy ſervice and pure obedience. 


HE glorious Huſband's love can't lead the wife 

To whoredom, or licentiouſneſs of life : 
Nay, nay ; ſhe finds his warmeſt love within, 
The hotteſt fire to melt her heart for ſin. 
His kind embrace is ſtill the ſtrongeſt cord 
To bind her to the ſervice of her Lord. 
The more her faith inſures this love of his, 
The more his law her deleQation is. | 
Some dream, they might, who this aſſurance win, 
Take latitude and hberty to fin. 
Ah! ſuch bewray their ignorance, and prove 
They want the lively ſenſe of drawing love, 5 
And how its ſweet conſtraining force can move. 
The ark of grace came never in to dwell, 
But Dagon-lults before it headlong fell. 
Men baſely can unto laſciviouſneſs 
Abuſe the doctrine, not the work of grace. 
Huggers of divine love in vice's path, 
Have but the fancy of it, not the faith, 
They never ſoar'd aloft on grace's wing, 
That knew not grace to be a holy thing; 
When regnant ſhe the pow'rs of hell appales, 
And ſin's dominion in the ruin falls. 
Curſt is the crew, whoſe Antinomian dreſs 
Makes grace a cover to their idleneſs. 
The bride of Chriſt will ſure be very loth 
To make his love a pillow for her ſloth. 
Why, mayn't ſhe fin the more that grace abounds © 
Oh! God forbid / the very thought confounds. 
When dead unto the law, ſhe's dead to ſin; 
How can ſhe any longer live therein * ? 
To neither of them 1s ſhe now a ſlave, 
But ſhares the conqueſt of the great, the brave, 
The mighty Gen'ral, her victorious Head, 
Who broke the double chain to free the bride. 


* Rom. vi. 1, 2. 
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Hence, prompted now with gratitude and love, 
Her chearful feet in ſwift obedience move. 
More ſtrong the cords of love to duty draw, 
Than hell and all the curſes of the law. 

When with ſeraphic love the breaſts inſpir'd, 
By that are all the other grace's fir'd ; 

Theſe kindling round, the burning heart and frame 
In life and walk ſend forth a holy flame. 


C IV. 


A CauT1on to all againſt a legal ſpirit; eſpe- 
cially to thoſe that have a profeſſion with- 
out power, and learning without grace. 


H Y, ſays the haughty heart of legaliſts, 
Bound to the law of works by nat'ral twiſts, 
* Why, ſuch ado about a law divorce ; 
Mens lives are bad, and would you have 'em worſe ! 
Such Antinomian ſtuff, with labour'd toil, 
„Would human beauty's native luſtre ſpoil. 
What wickedneſs beneath the cov'ring lurks, 
That lewdly would divorce us from all works? 
* Why ſuch a ſtir about the /aw and grace? 
We know that merit cannot now take place, 
And what need more?” Well, to let ſlander drop, 
Be merit for a little here the ſcope. T7. 
Ah! many learn to liſp in goſpel-terms, 
Who yet embrace the law with legal arms. 
By wholeſome education ſome are taught 
To own that human merit now is naught ; 
Who faintly but renounce proud merit's name, 
And cleave refin'dly to the Popiſh ſcheme. 
For graceful works expecting divine bliſs; 
And, when they fail, truſt Chrift for what's amiſs. 
Thus to his righteouſneſs profeſs to flee ; 
Yet by it ſtill would their own ſaviours be. 
They ſeem to works of merit bloody foes ; 
Yet ſeck ſalvation, as it were *, by thoſe. 


Rom. ix. 32. 
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Blind Gentiles found, who did not ſeek nor know ; 


But //ra'l loſt it whole, who ſought it ſo *, 
Let all that love to wear the goſpel-dreſs, 

Know that as fin, ſo daſtard righteouſneſs 

Has ſlain its thouſands, who in tow'ring pride 

The righteouſneſs of Feſus Chriſt deride ; 

A robe divinely wrought, divinely won, 

Yet caſt by men for rags that are their own. 

But ſome to legal works ſeem whole deny'd, 

Yet would by goſpel-works be juſtify'd, 

By faith, repentance, love, and other ſuch : 

Theſe dreamers being righteous overmuch +, 

Like Uzza give the ark a wrongful touch. 

By legal deeds, however goſpeliz'd, 

Can e er tremenduous juſtice be appeas'd ? 

Or ſinners juſtify'd before that God, 

Whoſe law is perfect and exceeding broad t? 

Nay, faith itſelf, that leading goſpel-grace, 

Holds, as a work, no juſtifying place. 

Juſt Heav'n to man for righteouſneſs imputes 

Not faith itſelf, or in its acts or fruits; 

But Feſus' meritorious life and death, 

Faith's proper object, all the honour hath. 

From this doth faith derive its glorious fame, 

Its great renown and juſtifying name ; 

Receiving all things, but deſerving nought ; 

By faith all's begg'd and taken, nothing bought. 

Its higheſt name is from the wedding-vote, 

So inſtrumental in the marriage-knot. 

Tsrovan lends the bride, in that bleſt hour, 

Th' exceeding greatneſs of his mighty pow'r |; 

Which ſweetly does her heart-conſent command 

To reach the wealthy Prince her naked hand. 

For cloſe to his embrace ſhe'd never ſtir, 

If firſt his loving arms embrac'd not her: 

But this he does by kindly gradual chaſe, 

Of rouſing, reaching, teaching, drawing grace. 

He ſhews her, in his ſweeteſt love-addreſs, 

His glory, as the Sun of righteouſneſs ; 


Rom. ix. 30, 31. + Eccl. vii. 16. + Pal. xix, 7. Rom. 
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At which all dying glories earth adorn 

Shrink like the ſick moon at the wholeſome morn. 
This glorious Sun arifing with a grace, 

Dark ſhades of creature-righteouſnefs to chaſe, 
Faith now diſclaims itſelf, and all the train 

Of virtues formerly accounted gain; 

And counts them dung *, with holy, meek diſdain. 
For now appears the height, the depth immenſe 
Of divine bounty and benevolence ; 

Amazing mercy, ignorant of bounds ! 

Which moſt enlarged faculties confounds. 

How vain, how void now ſeem the vulgar charms, 
The monarch's pomp of courts, and pride of arms? 
'The boaſted beauties of the human kind, 

The pow'rs of body, and the gifts of mind: 

Lo! in the grandeur of IuMANUET's train, 

All's ſwallow'd up, as rivers in the main. 

He's ſeen, when goſpel-light and fight is giv'n, 
Encompafs'd round with all the pomp of heav'n. 

The ſoul, now taught of God, ſees human ſchools 
Make Chriſtleſs Rabbi's only lit*rate fools ; 

And that, till divine teaching pow'rful draw, 
No learning will divorce them from the law. 
Mere argument may clear the head, and force 
A verbal, not a cordial clean divorce. 
Hence many, taught the wholeſome terms of art, 
Have goſpel-heads, but till a legal heart. 

Till ſov'reign grace and pow'r the ſinner catch, 
He takes not Jeſus for his only match, 

Nay, works compete! Ah! true, however odd. 
Dead works are rival with the living God. 

*T ill Heav'n's preventing mercy clear the ſight, 
Confound the pride with ſupernat'ral light; 

No haughty ſoul of human kind is brought 

To mortity her felf-exalting thought. 

Yet holieſt creatures in clay-tents that lodge, 
Fe but their lives ſcann'd by the dreadful Judge ; 
How ſhall they &er his awful ſearch endure, 
Before whoſe pureſt eyes heav'n is not pure: 


Phil. iii. J. 8. 
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How muſt their black indictment be enlarg'd, 
When by him angels are with folly charg'd ? 
What human worth ſhall ſtand, when he ſhall ſcan ? 
O may his glory ſtain the pride of man. 
How wondrous are the tracts of divine grace? 
How ſearchleſs are his ways, how vaſt th' abyſs ? 
Let haughty reaſon ſtop, and fear to leap; 
Angelic plummets cannot found the deep. 
With ſcorn he turns his eyes from haughty kings, 
With pleaſure looks on low and worthleſs things; 
Deep are his judgments, ſov'reign is his will, 
Let ev'ry mortal worm be dumb, he ſtill. 
In vain proud reaſon ſwells beyond it's bound; 
God and his counſels are a gulf profound, | 
An ocean wherein all our thoughts are drown'd. 


CHAP. v. 
Arguments and Encouragements to Goſpel- 
miniſters to avoid a legal train of doclrime, 


and endeavour the ſinner's match with 
CHRIST by goſpel-means. ' 


8 E C T. I. 
A legal Spixir the root of damnable Errors. 


E heralds great, that blow, in name of God, 
The ſilver trump of goſpel-grace abroad; 

And ſound, by warrant from the great I Au, 

The nuptial treaty with the worthy Lamb: 

Might ye but ſtoop th' unpoliſh'd muſe to brook, 

And from a ſhrub an wholeſome berry pluck ; 

Ye'd take encouragement from what is ſaid, 

By goſpel-means to make the marriage-bed, 

And to your glorious Lord a virgin chaſte to wed. 

The more proud nature bears a legal ſway, 

The more ſhould preachers bend the goſpel- way: 

Oft in the church ariſe deſtructive ſchiſms 

From anti-evangelic aphoriſms ; 

A legal ſpirit may be juſtly nam'd 

Phe fertile womb of ev'ry error damn'd. 


Hence 
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Hence Pop'ry, ſo connat'ral fince the fall, 
Makes legal works like ſaviours merit all; 

Yea, more than merit on their ſhoulder loads, 
To ſupererogate like demi-gods. 

Hence proud Socinians ſet their reaſon high, 
Bove ev'ry precious goſpel-myſtery, 

Its divine author ſtab, and without fear 
'Fhe purple covert of his chariot tear. 

With theſe run Arian monſters in a line, 
All goſpel truth at once to undermine ; 
To darken and delete, like helliſh foes, 
The brighteſt colour of the Sharon Roſe. 
At beſt its human red they but decry, 
That blot the divine white, the native dye. 

Hence dare Arminians too, with brazen face, 
Give man's free-will the throne of God's free grace ; 
Whoſe ſelf-exalting tenets clearly ſhew | 
Great ignorance of law and goſpel too. 

Hence Neonomians ſpring, as ſundry call 

The new law-makers, to redreſs our fall. 

The law of works into repentance, faith, 

Is chang'd, as their Baxterian Bible faith. 

Shaping the goſpel to an eaſy law, 

They build their tott'ring houſe with hay and ſtraw; 
Yet hide, like Rachel's idols in the ſtuff, 

Their legal hands within a goſpel-muff. 

Yea, hence ſpring Antinomian vile reiuſe, 
Whoſe groſs abettors kae fre abuſe ; 
UnſkilPd how grace's filken latchet binds 
Her captives to the law with willing minds. 


SECT. Il. 
A legal STx.a1v of Doctrine diſcovered and diſcarded. 


O wonder Paul the legal ſpirit curſe, 
N Of fatal errors ſuch a feeding nurſe. 
He, in Jenovan's great tremendous name, 
Condemns perverters of the goſpel-ſcheme. 
He damn'd the ſophiſt rude, the babbling prieſt 
Would venture to corrupt it in the leaſt ; 


Tea, 
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Yea, curſt the heav'nly angel down to hell, 
That daring would another goſpel tell. * 
Which crime is charg'd on theſe that dare diſpenſe 
The ſelf-ſame goſpel in another ſenſe. 

Chriſt is not preach'd in truth, but in diſguiſe, 
If his bright glory halt abſconded hes. 
When goſpel-ſoldiers, that divide the word, 
Scarce brandiſh any but the legal ſword. 
While Chr iſt the author of the law they preſs, 
More than the end of it for righteouſnels ; 
Chriſt as a ſeeker of our ſervice trace, 
More than a giver of enabling grace. 
The king commanding holineſs they ſhow,' 
More than the Prince exalted to beſtow ; 
Yea, more on Chriſt the ſin- revenger dwell, 
Than Chri/t Redeemer both from fin and hell, 

With legal ſpade the goſpel-field he delves, 
Who thus drives ſinners in unto themſelves ; 
Halving the truth that ſhould be all reveal'd, 
The ſweeteſt part of Chriſt is oft conceald. 
We bid men turn from ſin, but ſeldom ſay, 
Behold the Lamb that takes all ſin away / . 
Chriſt, by the goſpel rightly underſtood, 
Not only treats a peace but makes it good. 
Thoſe ſuitors therefore of the bride, who hope 
By force to drag her with the legal rope, 
Nor uſe the drawing cord of conqu'ring grace, 
Purſue with flaming zeal a fruitleſs chaſe ; 
In vain lame doings urge, with ſolemn awe, 
To bribe the fury of the fiery law : 
With equal ſucceſs to the fool that aims 
By paper walls to bound devouring flames. 
The law's but mock'd by their moſt graceful deed, 
That wed not firſt the law-fulfilling Head ; 
It values neither how they wrought nor wept, 
That flight the ark wherein alone 'tis kept. 
Yet legaliſts, DO, DO, with ardour preſs, 
And with prepoſt'rous zeal and warm addreſs; 
Would ſcem the greateſt friends to holineſs : | 


* Gal. i. 7, 8. f John i. 29. 
But 
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But vainly (could ſuch oppoſites accord) 
Reſpect the law, and yet reject the Lord. 
They thew not Fe/us as the way to bliſs, 
But Fudas-like betray him with a kiſs 

Of boaſted works, or mere profeſſion puft, 
Law-boaſlters proving but law-breakers oft. 


SECT. HI. 


The HU&TFULNEss of not preaching CaRrisT, and diſtin. 


guiſhing duly between law and goſpel. 


ELL cares not how crude holineſs be preach'd, 
If ſinner's match with Chriſt be never reach'd ; 


Knowing their holineſs is but a ſham, 
Who ne'er are marry'd to the holy Lamb. 
Let words have never ſuch a pious ſhew, 
And blaze aloft in rude profeſſor's view, 
With ſacred aromatics richly ſpic'd, 
If they but drown in filence glorious Chri/? ; 
Or, if he may ſome vacant room ſupply, 
Make him a ſubject only by the by; 
They mar true holineſs with tickling chat, 
To breed a baſtard Phariſaic brat. 
They wofully the goſpel meſſage- broke, 
Make fearful havock of their Maſter's flock ; 
Yet pleaſe themſelves and the blind multitude, 
By whom the goſpel's little underſtood. 

Rude ſouls, perhaps, imagine little odds 
Between the legal and the go/þel roads: 
But vainly men attempt to blend the two; 
They differ more than Chri/# and Moſes do. 
Moſes, evangelizing in a ſhade, 
By types the news of light approaching ſpread ; 
But from the law of works, by him proclaim'd, 
No ray of goſpel- grace or mercy gleam'd, 
By nature's light the law to all is known, 
But lightſome news of goſpel- grace to none. 
The doing cov'nant now, in part or whole, 
Is ſtrong to damn, but weak to fave a ſoul. 
It hurts, and cannot help, but as it tends 
Through mercy to ſubſerve ſome da ends. 
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Law-thunder roughly to the goſpel tames, 

The goſpel mildly to the law reclaims. 

The fiery law, as tis a covenant, 

Schools men to ſee the goſpel- aid they want; 

Then goſpel-aid does ſweetly them incline 

Back to the law, as 'tis a rule divine. 

Heav'n's healing work is oft commenc'd with wounds, 
Terror begins what loving kindneſs crowns. 

Preachers may therefore preſs the fiery law, 

To ſtrike the Chriſtleſs men with dreadful awe. 
Law-threats which for his ſins to hell depreſs. 

Yea, damn him for his rotten righteouſneſs ; 

That while he views the law exceeding broad, K 
He fain may wed the righteouſneſs of God. 

But, ah! to preſs law- works as terms of life, 
Was ne'er the way to court the Lamb a wite. 
To urge conditions in the legal frame, 

Is to renew the vain old cov'nant game. 
The law is good, when lawfully tis us'd +, 
But molt deſtructive, when it is abus'd. 
They ſet not duties in the proper ſphere, 
Who duly law and goſpel don't levere ; 
But under maſſy chains let ſinners he, 

As tributaries, or to DO or DIE. 

Nor make the law a ſquaring rule of life, 
But in the goſpel-throat a bloody knife. 


SECT. IV. 


Damnable Pride and Self. righteouſneſs, ſo natural to all 
men, has little need to be encouraged by legal preaching. 


5 by HE legal path proud nature loves ſo well, 

* houg h yet 'tis but the cleaneſt road to hell) 
That, bo! c * theſe that take the fouleſt ways, 
W hole lewdneſs no controuling bridle ſtays; j 
lt but their drouſy conſcience raiſe its voice, 

Twill ſpeak the law of works their native choice, 
And echo to the rouſing found, © Ah! true: 

* I cannot hope to live, unleſs 1 D O. 


+ 1 Tim. i. 8. 
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No conſcious breaſt of mortal kind can trace 
The myſt'ry deep of being ſav'd by grace. 
Of this nor is the nat'ral conſcience ſkill'd; 
Nor will admit it, when it is reveal'd ; 
But puſhes at the goſpel like a ram, 
As proxy for the law, againſt the Lamb. 
The proud ſelf-righteous Phariſaic ſtrain 
Is, © Bleſt be God I'm not like other men; 
< read and pray, give alms, I mourn and faſt ; * 
And therefore hope to get to heav'n at laſt: 
& For though from ev'ry fin I be not free, 
Great multitudes of men are worle than me. 
*© I'm none of thoſe that ſwear, cheat, drink, and whore!” 
Thus on the law he builds his Babel tow'r. 


Will make the law of works his very plea; 
Why, ſays the rake, what take you me to be:? 


Yea, ev'n the vileſt curſed debauchee 


© Be term'd fo baſe, but by a ſycophant ; 

* Only J hate to act the whining faint. 

I am a Chriſtian true; and therefore bode, 
t ſhall be well with me, I hope in God. 

* An't I an honeſt man? Yea, I defy 

* The tongue that dare aſſert black to mine eye.“ 
Perhaps, when the reprover turns his back, 
He'll vend the viler wares o' 's op'ned pack, 
And with his fellows, in a ſtrain more big, 

** Bid damn the baſe, uncharitable whig. 

© Thele ſcoundrel hypocrites (he'll proudly ſay) 
* 'Think none ſhall ever merit heav'n but they. 
© And yet we may compete with them; for ſee, 
The beſt have blemiſhes as well as we. 

We have as good a heart (we truſt) as theſe, 
* Though not their vain ſuperfluous ſhew and blaze. 
© Bigotted zealots, whoſe full crimes are hid, 
& Would damn us all to hell; but, God forbid. 
„Whatever ſuch a whining ſect profeſs, 

Nis but a nice, morole, affected dreſs. 
And though we don't profeſs ſo much as they. 
* We hope to compaſs heav'n a ſhorter way 


* Luke xvili. 11, 12. 


A Turk or infidel (you lie) I can't b 
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« We ſeek God's mercy, and are all along 

« Moſt free of malice, and do no man wrong. 
« But whims fantaſtic ſha'n't our heads annoy, 
« That would our ſocial liberties deſtroy. 

« Sure, right religion never was deſign'd 

« To mar the native mirth of human kind. 
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« How weak are thoſe that would be thought nonſuch 


How mad, that would be righteous o'ermuch ! 
« We have ſufficient, though we be not cram'd : 


% We'll therefore hope the beſt, let them be damn'd.” 


Ah! horrid talk! yet ſo the legal ſtrain 
Lards ev'n the language of the molt profane. 
Thus deviliſh pride o'erlooks a thouſand faults, 
And on a legal ground itſelf exalts. 
This DO and LIVE, though doing pow'r be loſt, 
In ev'ry mortal is proud nature's boaſt. 
How does a vain conceit of goodneſs ſwell 
And feed falſe hope, amidit the ſhades of hell ? 
Shall we, who ſhould by goſpel-methods draw, 
Send ſinners to their nat'ral ſpouſe the law; 
And harp upon the doing ſtring to ſuch, 
Who ignorantly dream they do ſo much? 
Why, thus, inſtead of courting Chri/ a bride, 
We harden rebels in their native pride. 
Much rather ought we in God's name to place 
His great artill'ry ſtraight againſt their face; 
And throw hot Sinai thunderbolts around, 
To burn their tow'ring hopes down to the ground. 
To make the pillars of their pride to ſhake, 
And damn their doing to the burning lake. 
Lo curſe the doers unto endleſs thrall, 
That never did continue to do all *, 


To ſcorch their conſcience with the flaming air, 


And fink their haughty thoughts in deep deſpair ; 

Denouncing EbaPs black revenging doom, 

To blaſt their expectation in the bloom; 

Till once vain hope of life by works give place 

Unto a ſolid hope of life by grace. 

The vig'rous uſe of means is ſafely urg'd, 

When preſſing calls from legal dregs are purg'd 
* Gal, iii 10, 
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But moſt unſafely in a fed'ral dreſs, 

Confounding terms of lite with means of grace. 
Oh! dang'rous is th” attempt proud fleſh to pleaſe, 
Or fend a ſinner to the law for eaſe ; 

Who rather needs to feel its piercing dart, 

Till dreadtul pangs invade his trembling heart; 
And thither only thould be ſent for flames 

Of fire to burn his rotten hopes and claims; 

That thus difarm'd, he gladly may embrace, 

And graſp with eagerneſs the news of grace. 


Ker“ 


The Goſpel of divine Grace the only means of converting 
ſinners ; and ſhould be preached therefore moſt clearly, 
fully, and freely. 


HEY ought, who royal grace's heralds be, 

To trumpet loud ſalvation, full and free ; 
Nor ſafely can, to humour mortal pride, 
| In ſilence evangelic myſt'ries hide. 
What heav'n is pleas'd to give, dare we refule ; 
Or under ground conceal, leaſt men abuſe ? 
Suppreſs the gofpel-flow'r, upon pretence 
That ſome vile ſpiders may ſuck poiſon thence ? 
Chriſt is a ftumbling-block *, ſhall we neglect 
To preach him, leaſt the blind ſhould break their neck? 
That high he's for the fall of many ſet 
As well as for the riſe t, muſt prove no let. 
No grain of precious truth muſt be ſuppreſt, 
Though reprobates ſhould to their ruin wreſt. 
Shall heav'n's corruſcant lamp be dimm'd, that pays 
Its daily tribute down in golden rays ? 
Becauſe ſome, blinded with the blazing gleams, 
Share not the pleafure of the lightning beams. 
Let thoſe be hardned, petrity'd, and harm'd, 
The reſt are mollify'd and kindly warm'd. 
A various favour , flowers in grace's field, 
Of /e to ſome, of death to others yield. 
Muſt then the roſe be vail'd, the lily hid, 
The tragrant ſavour ſtifled ? God forbid. 


1 Cor. i; 23. Luke ii. 34. 2 Cor. ii. 16, 
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The revelation of the goſpel-flow'r, 
Is ſtill the organ fram'd of ſaving pow'r 
Mo!! juſtly then are legal minds condemn'd, 
That of the glorious goſpel are aſham'd: 
For this the divine arm, and only this, 
The pow'r of God unto ſalvation is *, 
For therein is reveaPd, to ſcreen from wrath, 
The righteouſneſs of God, from faith to faith? 
The happy change in guilty ſinners caſe 
They owe to tree diſplays of ſov'reign grace; 
Whoſe joytul tidings of amazing love 
The miniftration of the Spirit prove. 
The glorious vent the goſpel-news expreſs, 
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Of God's free grace, thro' Chriſt's full righteouſneſs, 


Is Heav'n's gay chariot, where the Spirit bides, 
And in his conqu'ring pow'r triumphant rides. 
The goſpel-field is ſtill the Spirit's ſoil, 
The golden pipe that bears the holy oil; 
The orb where he outſhines the radiant ſun, 
The ſilver channel where his graces run. 
Within the goſpel-banks his flowing tide 
Of lightning, quickning motions ſweetly glide. 
Received ye the Spirit, ſcripture ſaith +, 
By legal works, or by the word of faith? 
If by the goſpel only, then let none 
Dare to be wifer than the wiſeſt one. 

We mult, who freely get, as freely give 
The vital word that makes the dead to live. 
For ev'n to finners dead within our reach 


We in his living name may molt fucceſsful preach. 


The Spirit and the ſcripture both agree 
ſointly (fays Chri/t) to te/tify of me f. 
The preacher then will trom his text decline, 
That ſcorns to harmonize with this deſign. 
Preſs moral duties to the laſt degree ; 
Why not ? but mind, leaſt we ſuccelslefs be, 
No light, no hope, no {trength tor duties ſpring, 
Where eſis is not Prophet, Prieſt; and King. 
No light to fee the way, unleſs he teach 
No joyful hope, fave in his H we reach; 
No ſtrength, unleſs his royal arm he ſtretch. 


Rom. i. 16, 17, + Gal. ut. 2. } John xv. 26. v. 39. 


Then 
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Then from our leading ſcope how groſs we fall, - 
It, like his name, in ev'ry goſpel-call, ; 
We make not him the i, the Laf, the 411"! 
Our ofnce is to bear the radiant torch, 
Of goſpel-light, into the darkned porch 
Of human underſtandings, and diſplay 
The joyful dawn of everlaſting day; 
To draw the golden chariot of free grace, 
The darkned ſhades with ſhining rays to chaſe, 
Till Heav'n's bright lamp on circling wheels be hurl'd, 
With ſpark' ling grandeur round the duſky world; 
And thus to bring, in dying mortals ſight, 
New /ife and immortality to light b. 
We're charg'd to preach the goſpel, unconfin'd, 
To ev'ry creature © of the human kind; 
To call, with tenders of ſalvation free, 
All corners of the carth to come and ſce d: 
And ev'ry ſinner muſt excuſeleſs make, 
By urging rich and poor to come and take e: 
Ho, ex' ry one that thirſts*, is grace's call 
Direct to needy finners great and ſmal] ; 
Not meaning thoſe alone, whoſe holy thirſt 
Denominates their ſouls already bleſt. 
If only thoſe were call'd, then none but ſaints ; 
Nor would the goſpel ſuit the ſinner's wants. 
But here the call does ſignally import 
Sinners and thirſty ſouls of every ſort ; 
And mainly to their door the meſlage brings, 
Who yet are thirſting after empty things; 
| Who ſpend their means no living bread to buy, 
And pains F uf that which cannot ſatisfy. 
Such thirſty finners here invited are, 
Who vainly ſpend their money, thought, and care, 
On paſſing ſhades, vile luſts and traſh, ſo bale 
As yield the immortal ſouls no true ſolace. 
The call direQs them, as they would be bleſt, 
To chuſe a purer object of their thirſt. 
All are invited by the joyful ſound 
To drink who need, as does the parched ground, 


a Rev. i. 11. Col. iii. 11. 6 2 Tim. i. 10. c Mark xvi. 15. 
4 IIa. xlv. 22. John i. 39, 40. e Rev, Xxii. 17. / Iſa, Iv. 1, 2. 
| Whoſe 
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Whoſe wide-mouth'd clefts ſpeak to the brazen ſky 
Its paſſive thirſt, without an active cry. 

The goſpel- preacher then with holy ſkill 
Mult offer Chri/ft to whoſoever will, 
To ſinners of all ſorts that can be d: 
The blind, the lame, the poor, the halt, the maim'd X. 
Not daring to reſtri& th' extenſive call, 
But op'ning wide the net to catch *em all 
No ſoul muſt be excluded that will come, 
Nor right of acceſs be confin'd to ſome, 
Though none will come till conſcious of their want, 
Yer right to come they have by ſov'reign grant; 
Such right to Chri/t, his promiſe, and his grace, 
That all are damn'd who hear and don't embrace: 
So freely is th' unbounded call diſpens'd, 
We therein find ev'n ſinners unconvinc'd; 
Who know not they are naked, blind, and poor +, 
CounſelPd to buy, or beg at Feſur door, 5 
And take the glorious robe, eye: ſalve, and golden ſtare. 
This prize they are oblig'd by faith to win, 
Elſe unbelief would never be their fin. 
Yea, goſpel-offers but a ſham we make, 
It ev'ry ſinner has not right to take. 

Be goſpel-heralds fortity'd from this 
To trumpet grace, howe'er the ſerpent hiſs. 
Did hell's malicious mouth in dreadful ſhape 
Gainſt innocence itſelf malignant gape ; 
Then ſacred truth's devoted vouchers may 
For dire reproach their meaſures conſcant lay. 
With cruel calumny of old coinmenc'd, 
This ſect will ev'ry where be ſpoke againſt t. 
While to and fro he runs the earth acroſs 
Whoſe name is ADELPHON KATEGOROS ||. 
In ſpite of hell be then our conſtant ſtrite 
To win the glorious Lamb a virgin-wite. 


* Luke xiv, 21. + Rev. iii. 17, 18. t Acts z rin. 22. 
Or, The accuſer of the brethren, Rev. xit. 10. 
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. VI. 


An Exhortation to all that are out of CRRISTR; 


in order to their cloſing the match with 


him: containin g alſo motives and directions. 


EADER, into thine hands theſe lines are giv'n, 
But not without the providence of heav'n; 

Or to advance thy blifs, it thou art wiſe ; 

Or aggravate thy wo, if thou deſpiſe. 

For thee, for thee, perhaps the omniſcient ken 

Has form'd the counſel here, and led the pen. 

The writer then does thy attention plead, 

In his great name that gave thee eyes to read. 


$:K-C'T; . 


Convidtion offered to ſinners, eſpecially ſuch as are wwedded 
rictiy to the law, or ſelf-righteous, that they may ſee 
the need of CHRIST's righteouſneſs. 


F never yet thou didſt fair Feſus wed, 

Nor yield thy heart to be his marriage-bed ; 
But hitherto are wedded to the law, 
Which never could thy chain'd affections draw 

From brutiſh luſts and ſordid lovers charms ; 
Lo! thou art yet in Satan's folded arms. 
Hell's pow'r inviſible thy ſoul retains 
His captive ſlave, lock'd up in maſſy chains. 
O (inner then, as thou regard'ſt thy life, 
Seek, ſeek with ardent care and earneſt ſtrife 
Io be the glorious Lamb's betrothed wife. 
| or baſe corrivals never let him loſe 
y heart, his bed of conjugal repoſe. 

Wed Chri/ alone, and with ſevere remorſe 
From other mates purſue a clean divorce ; 
For they thy ruin ſeek by fraud or force. 
As lurking ſerpents in the ſhady bow'rs 
Conceal their malice under ſpreading flow'rs ; 
So thy deceitful luſts with cruel ſpite 
Hide ghaſtly danger under gay delight. 
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Art thou a legal zealot, ſoft or.rude ? 
Renounce thy nat'ral and acquired good. 
As baſe deceitful luſts may work thy ſmart, 
So may deceitful frames upon thy heart. 
Seeming good motions may in ſome be found, 
Much joy in hearing, like the ſtony ground ; * 
Much forrow too in praying, as appears 
In E/au's careful ſuit with rueful tears. 
Touching the law, they blameleſs may appear, | 
From ſpurious views moſt ſpecious virtues bear. 
Nor merely be devout in mens eſteem, 
But prove to be fincerely what they ſeem, 
Friends to the holy law in heart and lite, 
Suers of heav'n with utmolt legal ſtrife ; 
Yet {till with innate pride fo rankly ſpic'd, 
Converted but to duties, not to Chri/t ; 
That Publicans and harlots heav'n obtain || 
Before a crew ſo righteous and fo vain, 
Sooner will thoſe ſhake off their vicious dreſs, 
Than theſe blind zealots will their righteouſneſs, 
Who judge they have (which fortifies their pride) 
The law of God itſelf upon their fide, 
Old nature, new brufh'd up with legal pains, 
Such ſtrict attachment to the law retains, 
No means, no motives can to Feſus draw 
Vain ſouls, ſo doubly wedded to the law. | 
But wouldſt the glorious Prince in marriage have, 
Know that thy nat'ral huſband cannot fave. 
Thy beſt eſſays to pay the legal rent 
Can never, in the leaſt, the law content, 
Digit thou in pray'rs employ the morning-light, 
in tears and groans the watches of the night, 
Paſs thy whole life in cloſe devotion o'er ; 
'11s nothing to the law {till craving more. 
There's no proportion *twixt its high commands, 
and puny works from thy polluted hands ; 5 
Perfection is the leaſt that it demands. 
H enter into life, then keep the law t ; 
But keep it perfectly without a flaw. 
1 Luke viii. 13. + Heb. xii. 17. f Phil. iii. 6. | Matth. 
31. Matth. xiz. 17. 
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It won't have leſs, nor will abate at laſt 

A drop of vengeance for the {in that's paſt, 

Tell, ſinful mortal, is thy ſtock fo large 

As duly can defray this double charge? 

Why theſe are mere impoſſibles,“ ſayſt thou: 

« Yea, truly ſo they are; and therefore now, 
That down thy legal confidence may fall, 

The law's black doom home to thy boſom call. 
„Lo! I (the divine law,) demand no leſs 
Than perfect, everlaſting righteouſneſs ; 

« But thou haſt fail'd, and loſt thy ſtrength to DO : 
„Therefore I doom thee to eternal wo; 

In priſon cloſs to be ſhut up for ay, 

« Fre I be baffled with thy partial pay. 

* Thou always didſt, and doſt my precepts break; 
« ] therefore curſe thee to the burning lake. 
In God, the great Lawgiver's glorious name, 
] judge thy ſoul to everlaſting ſhame.” 

No fleſh can by the law be juſtified &. 

Yet dareſt thou thy legal duties plead ? 


Unto the law ? then to it thou ſhalt go, 
And find it doom thee to eternal wo. 
What! would ye have us plung'd in deep deſpair ? 
Amen ; yea, God himſelf would have you there. 
His will it is that you deſpair of life, 
And ſafety by the law or legal ſtrife; 
That cleanly thence divorc'd at any rate 
His faireſt Son may have a faithful mate. 
Till this law-ſentence paſs within your breaſt, 
Vou'll never wed the law-diſcharging Prieſt. 
You prize not heav'n, till he through hell you draw; 
Nor love the goſpel, till ye know the law. 
Know then, the divine law moſt perfect cares 
For none of thy. imperfect legal wares ; 
Dooms thee to vengeance for thy ſinful ſtate, 
As well as ſinful actions ſmall or great. 
If any fin can be accounted ſmall, 
To hell it dooms thy ſoul for one and all. 


As Paul appeal'd to Ceſar, wilt thou fo 


* Rom. ii. 20. 
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For fins of nature, practice, heart, and way, 
Damnation-rent it fummons thee to pay. 

Yea, not for ſin alone, which is thy ſhame, 
But for thy boaſted ſervice too, ſo lame, 

The law adjudges thee and hell to meet, 
Becauſe thy righteouſneſs is incomplete. 

As tow'ring flames burn up the wither'd flags, 
So will the fiery law thy filthy rags. 


* 
1 
2 
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DIRECTION given with reference to the right uſe of the 
Means, that we reſt not on theſe inſtead of CHRIST, 
the glorious Huſband, in whom our help lies. 


ADAM, where art thou &? Soul, where art thou now? 
Oh! art thou ſaying, Sir, what ſhall I da +? 
dare not uſe that proud ſelt-raifing ſtrain, 
Go help yourfelf, and God will help you then. 
= Nay, rather know, O 1/rael, that thou haſt 
Detroy'd thy ſelf, and canſt not in the leaſt 
From fin nor wrath thyſelf the captive free. 
Thy help, ſays Jeſus, only lies in me t. 
! — n's oracles direct to him alone, 
Full help is laid upon thy mighty One. 
In him, in him complete ſalvation dwells; 
He's God the helper, and there is none elſe ||. 
Fig-leaves won't hide thee from the fiery ſhow'r, 
'Tis he alone that ſaves by price and pow'r. 

Muſt we do nothing then, will mockers ſay, 
But reſt in ſloth till Heav'n the help convey ? 
Pray, ſtop a little ſinner ; don't abuſe 
God's awful word, that charges thee to uſe 
Means, ordinances, which he's pleas'd to place, 
As precious channels of his pow'rful grace. 
Reſtleſs improve all theſe, until from heav'n 
The whole ſalvation needful thus be giv'n. 

Wait in his path according to his call, 
On him whofe pow'r alone effecteth all. 


* Gen. iii. . + Mark x. 17. t Ho. xiii. 9. 
IIa. xlv. 22. 
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Would'ſt thou him wed ? in duties wait, I fay ; 

But marry not thy duties by the way. 

Thou'lt wofully come ſhort of ſaving grace, 

If duties only be thy reſting place. 

Nay, go a little ſurther * through them all, 

To him whoſe office is to ſave trom thrall, 

Thus in a goſpel-manner hopeful wait, 

Striving to enter by the narrow gate b; 

So {trait and narrow, that it won't admit 

The bunch upon thy back to enter it. 

Not only bulky luſts may ceaſe to preſs, 

But ev'n the bunch of boaſted righteouſneſs. 
Many, as in the ſacred page we ſee, 

Shall ſtrive to enter, but unable be ©: 

Becauſe, miſtaking this new way of life, 

They puſh a legal, not a goſpel-ſtrife : 

As if their duties did IEHOVAH bind, 

Becauſe *tis written, Seek, and ye ſhall ind g. 

Perverted ſcripture does their error fence, 


They read the letter, but negleQ the ſenſe. 


While to the word no goſpel-gloſs they give; 


Their /e-k and j:d's the fame with ds and live. 


Hence would they a connection native place 

Between their moral pains, and ſaving grace: 

Their nat'ral poor eſſays the judge won't miſs, 
In juſtice, to infer eternal bliſs. 


Thus commentaries on the word they make, 


Which to their ruin are a grand miſtake : 
For, through the legal bias in their breaſt, 
They ſcripture to their own deſtruction wreſt, 
Why, if we ſeek, we get, they gather hence; 
Which is not truth, fave in the ſcripture-ſenſe. 


There Jeſus deals with friends, and elſewhere faith, 


Theſe ſeekers only ſpeed that aft in faith e. 

The prayer of the wicked is abborr'd, 

As an abomination to the Lord *. 

Their ſuits are ſins, but their neglects no leſs, 
Which can't their guilt diminiſh, but increaſe. 


& Song iii. 1. — 3. 5 Matth. vii. 13, 14. „Luke xili. 24. 
4 Match. vii 7. e James i. 6. / Prov. xv. 9. xxviii 9. 
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They ought, like beggars, lie in grace's way; 
Hence Peter taught the ſorcerer to pray * ; 
For though mere nat'ral mens addreſs or pray'rs 
Can no acceptance gain as work of theirs, 
Nor have, as their performance, any ſway 
Yet as a divine ordinance they may. 
But ſpotleſs truth has bound itſelf to grant 
The ſuit of none but the believing ſaint. 
In Jeſus perſons once accepted, do 
Acceptance find in him for duties too. 
For he, whoſe Son they do in marriage take, 
ls bound to hear them for their Huſband's ſake, 
But let no Chri/ile/s foul, at pray'r appear, 
As if JEHovan were oblig'd to hear: 
But uſe the means, becauſe a ſov'reign God 
May come with alms in this his wonted road, 
Be wills thee to frequent kind wiſdom's gate, 
To read, hear, meditate, to pray and wait; 
Thy Spirit then be on theſe duties bent, 
As goſpel means, but not as legal rent, 
From theſe don't thy ſalvation hope nor claim, 
But from Iuova in the uſe of them. 
The beggar's fpirit never was fo dull, 
While waiting at the gate call'd Beautiful, 
To hope for ſuccour from the temple-gate, 
At which he daily did fo careful wait: 
But from the rich and charitable ſort, 
Who to the temple daily made reſort. 
Means, ordinances, are the comely gate, 
At which kind heav'n has bid us conſtant wait: 
Not that from theſe we have our alms, but from 
The lib'ral God, who there is wont to come. 
If either we theſe means ſhall dare negle&; 
Or yet from theſe th' enriching bliſs expect, 
We from the glory of the King defalk ; 
Who in the galleries is won't to walk; 
We move not regular in duties road, 
But baſe, invert them to an idol-god. 
Seek then, if goſpel-means you would eſſay, 
Through grace to uſe them in a goſpel-way : 


24. 
9 
hey | 


Acts viii 22. 


102 GOSPEL SONNET S. PART I. 


Not deeming that your duties are the price 
Ot divine favour, or of Paradiſe ; 
Nor that your beſt efforts employ'd in theſe 
Are fit exploits your awful Judge to pleaſe. 
Why, thus you baſely idolize your traſh, 
And make it with the blood of Feſus claſh. 
You'd buy che bleſling with your vile refuſe, 
And fo his precious righteouſneſs abuſe, 
What! buy his gifts with filthy lumber ? nay, 
hoever offers this, muſt hear him ſay, 
Thy money periſh with thy ſoul for ay *. 

Duties are means, which to the marriage-bed 
Should chaſtly lead us like the chamber-maid ; 
But if with her inſtead of Chri/t we match, 
We not our ſafety, but our ruin hatch. 

To Ceſar, what is Cefar's, ſhould be giv'n ; 

But Ceſar muſt not have what's due to Heav'n : 
So duties ſhould have duty's room, *tis true; 
But nothing of the glorious Huſband's due. 
While means the debt of cloſe attendance crave, 
Our whole dependance God alone muſt have. 

If duties, tears, our conſcience pacify, 

They with the blood of Chri/? preſume to vie. 
Means are his vaſſals; ſhall we without grudge 
Diſcard the maſter, and eſpouſe the drudge ? 
The hypocrite, the legaliſt does ſin, 

To live on duties, not on Chri/t therein. 

He only feeds on empty diſhes, plates, 

Who dotes on means, but at the Manna frets. 
Let never means content thy ſoul at all, 
Without the Huſband, who is all in all +. 

Cry daily for the happy marriage hour : 

To him belongs the mean, to him the pow'r. 


er. MI. 


A CaLL to believe in JesUs CHRIST, with ſome hints at He 


the Act and Object of Faith. 


RIEND, is the queſtion on thy heart engrav'd, 
What ſhall I do to be for ever ſav'd* | 


Acts viii. 20, + Gol. iii. 3. Acts xvi. 30. 
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Lo! here's a living rock to build upon; 
Believe in Feſus * ; and on him alone 
For righteouſneſs and ſtrength thine anchor drop, 
Renouncing all thy former legal hope. 
« Believe, ſay thou! I can no more believe, 
« Than keep the law of works, the Do and Live.” 
True; and it were thy mercy, didſt thou ſee 
Thine utter want of all ability. 
New cov'nant graces he alone can grant, 
Whom God has giv'n to be the cov'nant ; F 
E'en Feſus, whom the ſacred letters call 
| Faith's object, author, finiſher, and all; 
In him alone, not in thy act of faith, 
Thy ſoul believing full ſalvation hath. 
In this new cov'nant judge not faith to hold 
The room of perfect doing in the old. 
Faith is not giv'n to be the fed'ral price 
Of other bleſſings, or of paradiſe : 
But Heav'n by giving this, ſtrikes out a door 
At which is carry'd in ſtill more and more, 
No ſinner muſt upon his faith lay ſtreſs, 
As if it were a perfect righteouſneſs. 
God ne'er aſſign'd unto it ſuch a peace; 
"Tis but at beſt a bankrupt begging grace. 
[ts object makes its fame to fly abroad, 
So cloſe it grips the righteouſneſs of God; 
Which righteouſneſs receiv'd, is, without ſtrife, 
The true condition of eternal life. 
But ſtill, ſay you, pow'r to believe I miſs. 
You may ; but know you what believing is ? 
Faith lies not in your building up a tow'r 
Ot ſome great action by your proper pow'r. 
For Heay'n well knows, that by the killing fall 
No pow'r, no will remains in man at all 
For acts divinely good; *till ſov'reign grace 
By pow'rful drawing virtue turn the chaſe. 
at Hence non: believe in Feſ#s, as they ought, c 


Till once they do believe they can do nought, 
Nor are ſufficient & en to form a thought f. 


Ads xvi. 31. + Tia. xiii, 6. 120 . te £5 
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They're conſcious in the right believing hour, 

Of human weakneſs, and of divine pow'r. 

Faith acts not in the ſenſe of ſtrength and might, 
But in the ſenſe of weakneſs acts outright. 

It is (no boaſting arm of pow'r or length) 

But weakneſs acting on almighty flrength . 

It is the pow'rleſs, helpleſs ſinner's flight 

Into the open arms of ſaving might : 

"Tis an employing Feſis to do all 

That can within ſalvation's compaſs fall; 

To be the agent kind in ev'ry thin 

Belonging to the Prophet, Prieſt, and King; 

To teach, to pardon, ſanctify, and fave, 

And nothing to the creature's pow'r to leave, 
Faith makes us joyfully content that he 

Our Head, our Huſband, and our All ſhould be; 
Our righteouſneſs and ſtrength, our ſtock and ſtore, 
Our fund for food and raiment, grace and glore. 
It makes the creature down to nothing fall, 
Content that Crit alone be all in all. 

The plan of grace is faith's delightful view, 
With which it cloſes both as good and true. 
Unto the truth, the mind's afſent is full; 

Unto the good, a free conſenting will. 

The holy Spirit here, the agent chief, 

Creates this faith, and daſhes unbelief. 

'That very God who calls us to believe, 

The very faith he ſeeks, mult alſo give. 

Why calls he then? ſay you. Pray, man, be wile ; 
Why did he call dead Lazarus to riſe ? 

Becauſe the orders in their boſom bear 

Almighty pow'r to make the carcaſe hear. 

But Heav'n may not this mighty pow'r diſplar, 
Moſt true; yet {till thou art oblig'd t' obev. 

But God is not at all oblig'd to {tretch 
His ſaving arm to ſuch a ſinful wretch. 

All who within falvation-rolls have place, 

Are ſav'd by a prerogative of grace: 

But veſlels all that ſhall with wrath be cramm'd, 
Are by an act of holy juſtice damn'd. 


+ 2 Cor. xii. 9. 
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Take then, dear ſoul, as from a friendly heart, 
The counſel which the following lines impart. 


8 £ © r. IV. 


An AbvicE to Sinners to apply to the ſuvereign Mercyaf 
Gop, as it is diſcovered through CHRIST, to the higb- 
eft honour of Fuſtice and other divine attributes, in or- 
der to further their Faith in him unto ſalvation. 


O, friend, and at J:znovan's footſtool bow: 
Thou know'ſt not what a ſov'reign God may do. 
Confeſs, if he commiſerate thy caſe, 
"Twill be an act of pow'rful ſov'reign grace. 
Sequeſtarte carefully ſome folemn hours. 
To ſue thy grand concern in ſecret bow'rs. 
Then in th* enſuing ſtrain to God impart 
And pour into his boſom all thy heart. 
O glorious, gracious, pow'rful, ſov'reign Lord, 
* Thy help unto a ſinful worm afford; 
Who from my wretched birth to this ſad hour, 
Have ſtill been deſtitute of will and pow'r 
To cloſe with glorious Chrift ; yea, filld with ſpite ; 


At thy fair darling, and thy faints delight, 
Reſiſting all his grace with all my might. 

Come, Lord, and ſap my enmity's ſtrong tow'r; 
O haſte the marriage-day, the day of pow'r ; 

That ſweetly, by reſiſtleſs grace inclin'd, 

My once reluctant be a willing mind. 

Thou ſpak'ſt to being ev'ry thing we ſee, 

When thy almighty will faid, Let it be, 

Nothings to being in a moment paſs : 

Let there be light, thou ſaidſt; and ſo it 2was g. 

A pow'rtul word like this, a mighty call, 

Muſt fay, Let there be faith, and then it ſhall. 
Thou ſeek'ſt my faith and light from fin and guilt ; 
Give what thou ſeek'ſt, Lord; then ſeek what thou wilt. 
What good can iſſue from a root fo ill? 

his heart of mine's a wicked lump of hell; 
will all thy common notions till reſiſt, 

* Unleſs with ſpecial drawing virtue bleſt. 
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* Thou calls, but with the call thy pow'r convey ; 

Command me to believe, and PII obey, 

Nor any more thy gracious call gainſay. 

Command, O Lord; effectually command, 

And grant I be not able to withſtand; 

* Then pow'rleſs I will ſtretch the wither'd hand. 
© I to thy favour can pretend no claim, 

But what is borrow'd from thy glorious name; 
Which though molt juſtly thou may'ſt glorifie, 
In damning ſuch a guilty wretch as me, 

A faggot fitted for the burning fire 

Of thine incenſed everlaſting ire : 

Yet, Lord, fince now I hear thy glorious Son, 
In tavour of a race that was undone, 

Did in thy name, by thy authority, 

Once to the full ſtern juſtice ſatisfy; 

And paid more glorious tribute thereunto 
Than hell and all its torment e'er can do. 
Since my ſalvation through his blood can raiſe 
A revenue to juſtice? higheſt praiſe, 

Higher than rents which hell for ever pays : 
Theſe to tremendous juſtice never bring 

A ſatisfaction equal and condign. 

But Jeſus, our once dying God, performs 
What never could by ever-dying worms: | 
Since thus thy threat'ning law is honour'd more 
Than &er my fins affronted it before: 

Since juſtice ſtern may greater glory won, 

By juſtifying in thy darling Son, 

Than by condemning ev'n the rebel me; 

To this device of witdom, lo! I flee. 

Let juſtice, Lord, according to thy will, 

Be glorify'd with glory great and full; 

Not now in hell, where juſtice” petty pay 

Is but extorted parcels minc'd for ay : 

But glorify'd in Chriſt, who down has told 

The total Tum at once in liquid gold. 

In loweſt hel low praiſe is only won, 

But juſtice has the higheſt in thy Son, 

The Sun of righteouſneſs that ſet in red, 

To ſhew the glorious morning would ſucceed, 
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In him then ſave thou me from fin and ſhame, 

And to the higheſt glorify thy name. 

Since this bright ſcene thy glories all expreſs, 

And grace as empreſs reigns through righteouſneſs ; 

Since mercy fair runs in a crimſon flood, 

And vents through juſtice-ſatisfying blood: 

Not only then for mercy's ſake I ſue, 

But for the glory of thy juſtice too. 

And ſince each letter of thy name divine 

Has in fair Fe/us* face the brighteſt ſhine, 

This glorious Huſband be for ever mine. 

On this ſtrong argument ſo ſweet, ſo bleſt, 

With thy allowance, Lord, I muſt iyſiſt. 

Great God, ſince thou allow'ſt unworthy me 

To make thy glorious name my humble plea; 

No glory worthy of it wilt thou gain 

By caſting me into the burning main. 

My feeble back can never ſuit the load, 

That ſpeaks thy name a fin-revenging God. 

Scarce would that name ſeem a conſuming fire 

Upon a worm unworthy of thine ire. 

But ſee the worthy Lamb, thy choſen Prieſt, 

With juſtice* burning-glaſs ere his breaſt, 

Contracting all the beams of 'venging wrath, 

As in their centre, *till he burnt to death. 

Vengeance can never be ſo much proclaim'd 

By ſcatter'd beams among the millions damn'd. 

Then, Lord, in him me to the utmoſt ſave, 

And thou ſhalt glory to the higheſt have: 

Glory to wiſdom, that contriv'ſt ſo well! 

Glory to pow'r, that bore and bury'd hell! 

Glory to holineſs, which fin defac'd, 

With ſinleſs ſervice now divinely grac'd! 

Glory to Fu/tice' (word, that flaming ſtood, 

Now drunk to pleaſure with atoning blood ! 

Glory to trutb, that now in ſcarlet clad, 

Has ſeal'd both threats and promiſes with red! 

Glory to mercy, now in purple ſtreams, 

So ſweetly gliding through the divine flames 

Ot other once offended, now exalted names ! 
O 2 
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* To ſhew its ſparkling rays in Zeſus” face; 
* And thus to deck the crown of matchleſs grace, 
© But to thy name in hell ne'er can accrue 
* The thouſandth part of this great revenue. 

O raviſhing contrivance ! light that blinds 
« Cherubic gazers, and ſeraphic minds. 
They pry into the deep, and love to learn 
What yet ſhould vaſtly more be my concern. 
Lord, once my hope molt reaſonleſs could dream 
© Ot heav'n, without regard to thy great name; 
© But here is laid, my laſting hope to found, 
A highly rational, a laſting ground. 
« *Tis realonable, I expect thou'lt take 
* The way that moſt will for thine honour make. 
© Is this the plan? Lord, let me build my claim 
© To life, on this high glory of thy name. 
Nor let my faithleſs heart or think, or ſay, 
* That all this glory ſhall be thrown away 
In my perdition ; which will never raiſe 
* To thy great name fo vaſt a rent of praiſe. 
O then a rebel into favour take; 
Lord, ſhield and ſave me for thy glory's ſake. 
* My endlels ruin is not worth the coſt, 
That ſo much glory be ſor ever loſt. 
I'm of the greateſt ſinner bear the ſhame, 
* To. bring the greateſt honour to thy name. 
Small loſs, though I ſhould periſh endleſs days, 
But thouſand pities grace ſhould loſe the praiſe. 
O hear, JeHovan, get the glory then, 
And to my ſupplication ſay, Amen.” 


ECT. . 
The tcrrible Doom of Unbelievert, and Refecters 9 


CHRIST, or Deſpiſers of the Goſpel. 


tt US, ſinner, into Fe/us' boſom flee, 
Then there is hope in Ira ſure for thee, 
Slight not the call, as running by in rhime, 
Leſt thou repent for ay, if not in time. 
Ti, moſt unlawiul to contemn and ſhun 
All uholcſome counſels that in metre run; 
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I 
Since the prime fountains of the ſacred writ 

S Much heav'nly truth in holy rbimes tranſmit. 

it this don't pleaſe, yet hence it is no crime 
To verify the word, and preach in rhime. 
But in whatever mould the doctrine lies, 
Some erring minds will gofpe]-truth deſpiſe 5 
Without remede, till heav'n anoint their eyes. 
Theſe lines pretend no conqu'ring art nor ſkill, 
But ſhew in weak attemps a ſtrong good- will, 
To mortify all native legal pride, 
And court the Lamb of God a virgin bride. 
It he thy conjunct match be never giv'n, 
Thou'rt doom'd to hell, as fure as God's in heay'n. 
If goſpel-grace and goodneſs don't thee draw, 
Thou art condemn'd already by the law. 
Yea, hence damnation deep will doubly brace, 
If ſtill thy heart contemn redeeming grace. 
No argument from. fear or hope will move, 
Or draw thy heart, if not the bond of love: 
Nor flowing joys, nor flaming terrors chaſe 
To Chriſt the hav'n, without the gales of grace. 
O ſlighter then of grace's joyful ſound, 
Thou'rt over to the wrathful ocean bound. 
Anon thou'lt ſink into the gulf of woes, 
Whene'er thy waſting hours are at a cloſe ; 
Thy falſe old legal hope will then be loſt, 
And with thy wretched. ſoul give up the ghoſt. 
Then farewel God and 1 and grace and glore ; 
Undone thou art, undone for evermore, 
For ever ſinking underneath the load 
And preſſure of a ſin-revenging God. 
The ſacred awful text aſſerts, To fall 
Into his living hands is fearful thrall ; 
When na more ſacrifice for ſin remains &, 
But ever-living wrath, and laſting chains ; 
Heav'n ſtill upholding life in dreadful death, 
Still throwing down hot thunderbolts of wrath, 
As full of terror, and as manifold, 
As {finite veſſels of lis wrath can hold. 


* Heb. x. 29, 3L. 
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Oh ! if this damning God would let me die, 
And not torment me to eternity ! | 

Why from the ſilent womb of ſtupid earth 

Did Heav'n awake, and puſh me into birth ? 
Curs'd be the day that ever gave me lite ; 

Curs'd be the cruel parents, man and wite, 
Means of my being, inſtruments of woe ; 

For now P'm damn'd, I'm damn'd, and always ſo! 
Curs'd be the day that ever made me hear 

The goſpel-call, which brought ſalvation near. 
The endleſs ſound of ſlighted mercy's bell, 

Has in mine ears the moſt tormenting knell. 

Of offer*d grace I vain repent the loſs, 

The joyful ſound with horror recognoſce. 

The hollow vault reverberates the ſound, | 
This killing echo ſtrikes the deepeſt wound, 
And with too late remorſe does now confound. 
Into the dungeon of deſpair I'm lock'd, . 

Th' once open door of hope for ever block'd: 
Hopeleſs I fink into the dark abyſs, 
Baniſh'd for ever from eternal bliſs. 

In boiling waves of vengeance muſt I lie ? 

O could J curſe this dreadful God, and die! 
Infinite years in torments ſhall I ſpend, 


And never, never, never at an end! 


Ah! muſt 1 live in torturing deſpair 
As many years as atoms in the air? 
When theſe are ſpent, as many thouſands more 
As grains of ſand that croud the ebbing ſhore ? 
When theſe are done, as many yet behind 

As leaves of foreſt ſhaken with the wind ? 

When theſe are gone, as many to enſue 

As {tems of graſs on hills and dales that grew? 
When theſe run out, as many on the march 

As ſtarry lamps that gild the ſpangled arch? 
When theſe expire, as many millions more 

As moments in the millions paſt before? 

When all theſe doleful years are ſpent in pain. 
And multiplied by myriads again, 

'Tis numbers drown the thought; could I ſuppoſe 
That then my wretched years were at a cloſc, 
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This would afford ſome eaſe : but, ah! I ſhiver 

« To think upon the dreadful ſound, for ever / 

« The burning gulph, where I blaſpheming ly, 

© Is time no more, but vaſt eternity. 

The growing torment I endure 2 ſin, 

Through ages all is always to begin. 

How did I but a grain of pleaſure ſow, 

Jo reap an harveſt of immortal wo? 

Bound at the bottom of the burning main, 

* Gnawing my chains, I wiſh for death in vain. 

juſt doom! ſince I that bear th? eternal load 

* Contemn'd the death of an eternal God. 

Oh! if the God that curs'd me to the laſh, 

Would bleſs me back to nothing with a dath ! 

But hopeleſs I the juſt avenger hate, 

«* Blaſpheme the wrathful God, and curſe my fate!” 
To theſe this word of terror I direct, 

Who now the great ſalvation dare neglect &: 

To all the Chriſt deſpiſing multitude, 

That trample on the great Redeemer's blood ; 

That ſee no beauty in his glorious face, 

But ſlight his offers, and refuſe his grace. 

A * . of wrath to none I am, 

But thoſe that hate to wed the worthy Lamb. 

For though the ſmalleſt fins, if ſmall can be, 

Will plunge the Chriſtleſ ſoul in miſery : 

Yet, lo! the greateſt that to mortals cleave 

Shan't damn the ſouls in Fe/ts that believe; 

Becauſe they on the very method fall 

That well can make amends to God for all. 

Whereas proud ſouls, through unbelict, won't let 

The glorious God a reputation get 

Of all his honour, in his darling Son, 

For all the great diſhonours they have done. 

A faithleſs foul the glorious God bereaves 

Ot all the ſatisfaction that he craves; 

Hence under divine hoteſt fury lies, 

And with a double vengeance juſtly dies. 

The blackeſt part of Tophet is their place, 

Who ſlight the tenders of redeeming grace. 


® Ned. it. 3 
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That facrilegious monſter, Unbelief, : 
So hard'ned *gainſt remorſe and pious grief, 

Robs God of all the glory of his names, 

And ev'ry divine attribute defames. 

It loudly calls the truth of God a lie; 

The God of truth a liar &, horrid cry! 

Doubts and denies his precious words of grace, 

Spits venom in the royal Suitor's face ! 

This monſter cannot ceaſe all fin to hatch, 

Becauſe it proudly mars the happy match. 

As each law-wedded ſoul is join'd to fin, 

And deſtitute of holineſs within 

So all that wed the law, muſt wed the curſe, 

Which rent they ſcorn to pay with Christ's full purſe. 
They clear may read their dreadful doom in brief, 
Whoſe feſter'd ſore is final unbelief: 

Though to the law their life exalted fram'd, 

For zealous acts and paſſions too were fam'd ; 
Yet, lo! He that believes not, ſhall be damn'd +. 


But now tis proper, on the other ſide, 
With words of comfort to addreſi the bride. 
She in her glorious Huſband does poſſeſs 
Adorning grace, acquitting righteouſneſs : 
And hence to her pertain the golden mines 
Of comfort op' ned in the following lines. 


1 lahn v. 10. John iii. 19. 
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GOSPEL SONNETS. 


1 II. 


The BEL1EVER's JOINTURE: or, the 
Po continued on Is A. liv. 5. Thy Maker is thy Huſband. 


N. B. The following lines being primarily intended for the 
uſe and edification of pioufly-exerciſed ſouls, and eſpecially 
thoſe of a more common and ordinary capacity ; the Au- 
thor thought fit, through the whole of this ſecond part of 
the book, to continue, as in the former editions, to repeat 
that part of the text, Thy Huſband, in the laſt line of 
every verſe : becauſe, however it tended to limit him, and 
reſtrict his liberty of words in the compoſition ; yet, hav- 

= ing ground to judge, that this appropriating compellatien, 
till reſumed, had rendered theſe lines formerly the more 
ſavoury to ſome exerciſed Chriſtians, to whom the name 
of CarIsT (particularly as their Head and Huſband) 
is as ointment poured forth ; he choſe rather to ſubject 
himſelf to that reſtriction, than to with-hold what may 
tend to the ſatisfaction and comfort of thoſe to whom 
Cux1sT is all in all; and to whom his name, as their 
Huſband, ſo many various ways applied, will be no nau- 
ſeous repetition. | 


G I. 


Containing the Pr1viLEGEs of the Believer 
that is eſpouſed to CH k1sT by Faith of di- 
vine Operation. | 


SECT. 1. 


The BeLItveR's perfect Beauty, free Acceptance, and full 
Security, through the Imputation of CHRIST's perfect 
Righteouſneſs, though imparted Grace be imperfect. 


Happy ſoul, Jenovan's bride, 
The Lamb's beloved ſpouſe ; 
Strong conſolation's flowing tide, 
Thy Huſband thee allows. 
Vel. P In 
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In thee, though like thy father's race, 
By nature black as hell; 


Yet now, ſo beautify'd by grace 
Thy Huſband loves to dwell. 


FY 


Fair as the moon thy robes appear, 
While graces are in dreſs : 


Clear as the ſun *, whike found to wear 
Thy Hutiband's righteouſneſs. 


Thy moon-like graces, changing much, 
Have here and there a ſpot : 

Thy ſun-like- glory is not ſuch, 
Thy Huſband changes not. 


Thy white and ruddy veſture fair 
Outvies the roſy leaf; 


For *mong ten thouſand beauties rare 
Thy Huſband is the chief. 


Cloth'd with the ſun, thy robes of light 
The morning-rays outthine ; 
The lamps of heav'n are not ſo bright, 


Thy Huſband decks thee fine. 


Though helliſh ſmoak thy duties ſtain, 
And ſin deforms thee quite; | 
Thy Surety's merit makes thee clean, 
Thy Huſband's beauty's white. 
Thy pray'rs and tears, nor pure nor good, 
But vile and lothſome ſeem ; 
Yet gain, by dipping in his blood, 
Thy Huſband's high eſteem. 


No fear thou ſtarve, though wants be great, 


In him thou art complete +. 

Thy hungry ſoul may hopetul wait, 
Thy Huſband gives thee meat. 
Thy money, merit, pow'r, and pelt, 

Were ſquander'd by thy fall; 
Yet, having nothing in thyſelf, 
Thy Huſband 1s thy all. 
Law-precepts, threats, may both beſet 
To crave thee of their due ; 
But juſtice for thy double debt 
Thy Huſband did purſue, 


® Song vi, 8. 4 Col, it. 10. 
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Though juſtice ſtern as much belong 
As mercy to a God; 
Vet juſtice ſuffered here no wrong, 


Thy Huſband's back was broad. 


He bore the load of wrath alone, 
That mercy might take vent ; 
Heav*n's pointed arrows all upon 

Thy Huſband's heart were ſpent. 
No partial pay could juſtice till, 
No farthing was retrench'd ; 
Vengeance exacted all, until 
Thy Huſband all advanc'd. 
He paid in liquid golden red, 
Each mite the law requir'd, 
Till, with a loud, *Tis finiſhed *, 
Thy Huſband's breath expir'd. 
No proceſs more the law can 'tent ; 
Thou ſtand'ſt within its verge, 


And may'ſt, at pleaſure, now preſent 
Thy Huſband's full diſcharge. 


Though new-contracted guilt beget, 
New fears of divine ire; 

Yet fear thou not, though drown'd in debt, 
Thy Huſband is the payer. | 


God might in rigour thee indite 
Of higheſt crimes and flaws ; 

But on thy head no curſe can light, 
Thy Huſband is the cauſe. 


SECT. Il. 


CHRIST the Believer's Friend, Prophet, Prieſt, King, 
Defence, Guard, Help, and Healer. 
EAR foul, when all the human race 
Lay welt'ring in their gore, 
Vaſt numbers in that diſmal caſe, 
Thy Huſband paſſed o'er. 
But, pray, why did he chouſands paſs, 
And ſet his heart on thee ? 
The deep, the ſearchleſs reaſon was, 
Thy Huſband's love is free. 


* John xix. 30, 
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The forms of favour, names of grace, 
And offices of love, 

He bears for thee, with open face, 
Thy Huſband's kindneſs prove. 


»Gainſt darkneſs black, and error blind, 
Thou haſt a /un and ſpield t; 

And, to reveal the Father's mind, 
Thy Huſband Prophet ſeal'd, 


He likewiſe, to procure thy peace, 
And ſave from ſin's arreſt, 

Reſign'd himſelf a facrifice ; 
Thy Huſband is thy Prieſt. 


And that he might thy will ſubject, 
And ſweetly captive bring, 

Thy ſins ſubdue, his throne erect, 
Thy Huſband is thy King. 

Though num'rous and aſſaulting foes 
Thy joyful peace may mar; 

And thou a thouſand battles loſe, 
Thy Huſband wins the war. 


Hell's forces, which thy mind apall, 
His arm can ſoon difpatch ; 

How ſtrong ſoe'er, yet for them all, 
Thy Huſband's more than match. 


Though ſecret luſts with hid conteſt, 
By heavy groans reveal'd, 

And devils rage; yet, do their beſt, 
Thy Huſband keeps the field. 


When, in deſertion's ev'ning dark, 
Thy ſteps are apt to flide, 

His conduct ſcek, his counſel mark, 
Thy Huſband is thy Guide. 


In doubts, renouncing ſelf-conceit, 
His word and Spirit prize: 

He never counſell'd wrong as yet, 

Thy Huſband is fo wiſe. 


When weak, thy Refuge ſeeſt at hand, 
Yet cannot run the length ; 
JTis preſent pow'r to underſtand 


Thy Huſband is thy ſtrength, 


+ Pſalm Ixxxiv, 11. 
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When ſhaking ſtorms annoy thy heart, 


His word commands a calm: 
When bleeding wounds, to eaſe thy ſmart 
Thy Huſband's blood's the balm. 


Truſt creatures, nor to help thy thrall, 
Nor to aſſwage thy grief; 

Uſe means, but look beyond them all, 
Thy Huſband's thy relief. 


If Heav'n preſcribe a bitter drug, 
Fret not with froward will; 

This carriage may thy cure prorogue ; 
Thy Huſband wants not ſkill. 


He ſees the ſore, he knows the cure 
Will moſt adapted be; 

"Tis then moſt reaſonable, ſure, 
Thy Husband chooſe for thee. 


Friendſhip is in his chaſtiſements, 
And favour in his frowns ; 

Then judge not then in heavy plaints, 
Thy Husband thee diſowns. 


The deeper his ſharp lancet go 
In ripping up thy wound, 

The more thy healing ſhall unto 
Thy Husband's praiſe redound. 


l. 


8 ECT. III. 


Cuxlis r the Believer': wonderful Phyſician, and 
wealthy Friend. 


133 Jeſus empties whom he'll fill, 


Caſts down whom he will raiſe ; 

He quickens whom he ſeems to kill; 
Thy Husband thus gets praiſe. 

When awful rods are in his hand, 
There's mercy in his mind ; 

When clouds upon his brow do ſtand, 
Thy Husband's heart is kind. 

In various changes to and fro. 
He'll ever conſtant prove ; 

Nor can his kindneſs come and go. 
Thy Husband's name is Lace. 


His 
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His friends, in moſt afflicted lot, 
His favour moſt have felt; 

For when they're try'd in furnace hot, 
Thy Husband's bowels melt. 


When he his bride or wounds or heals, 
Heart-kindneſs does him move; 
And wraps in frowns as well as ſmiles 


Thy Husband's laſting love. 


In's hand no cure could ever fail, 
Though of a hopeleſs ſtate; 
He can in deſp'rate caſes heal, 
Thy Huſband's art's ſo great. 


The medicine he did prepare, 
Can't fail to work for good: 
O balſam pow'rful, precious, rare, 


Thy Husband's ſacred blood ; 


Which freely from his broached breaſt 
Guſh'd out like pent-up fire. 

His cures are beſt, his wages leaſt, 
Thy Husband takes no hire. 


Thou haſt no worth, no might, no good ; 
His favour to procure : 

But ſee his ſtore, his pow'r, his blood; 
Thy Huſband's never poor. 


Himſelf he humbled wondrouſfly 
Once to the loweſt pitch. 

That bankrupts through his poverty 
Thy Husband might enrich. 


His treaſure is more excellent 
Than hills of Cphir gold: 

In telling ſtores were ages ſpent, 
Thy Husband's can't be told. 


All things that fly on wings of fame, 
Compar'd with this, are droſs; 
Thy ſearchleſs riches in his name 

Thy Husband doth ingroſs. 


The great IuMANUEL, God- man, 
includes ſuch ſtore divine; 
Angels and ſaints will never ſcan 


Thy Husband's golden mine. 
He's 


C 


[, 
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He's full of grace and truth * indeed, 
Of Spirit +, merit, might ; 

Of all the wealth that bankrupts need 
Thy Husband's heir by right. 

Tho? heav'n's his throne t, he came from thence, 
To ſeek and ſave the loſt ; | 

Whatever be the vaſt expence, 
Thy Husband's at the coſt, 

Pleas'd to expend each drop of blood 
That fil d his royal veins, 

He frank the ſacred victim ſtood; 
Thy Husband ſpar'd no pains. 

His coſt immenſe was in thy place; 
Thy freedom coſt his thrall ; 

Thy glory coſt him deep diſgrace, 
Thy Husband paid for all. 


SECT. IV. 


The Believer's SAFETY under the Covert of CHRIST's 


atoning Blood, and powerful Intercęſſion. 


HEN Heav'n proclaim'd hot war and wrath, 
And fin increas'd the {trife ; 
By rich obedience unto death 
Thy Husband bought thy life. 


The charges could not be abridg'd, 
But on theſe noble terms ; 

Which all that prize, are hugg'd amidſt 
Thy Husband's folded arms. 


When law condemns, and juſtice too 
To priſon would thee hale ; 

As ſuretics kind for bankrupts do, 
Thy Husband offers bail. 


God on theſe terms is reconcil'd, 
And thou his heart has won ; 

In Chrif thou art his favour'd child, 
Thy Husband is his Son. 


Vindictive wrath is whole appcas'd, 
Thou ncedit not then be mov'd; 
In JzsuUs always he's well pleas'd, 


Thy Husband his Belov'd +. 


* John i, 14, + John iii. 34. 1 Iſa. Ixvi. 1. 


| Luke xix. 10. 1 Matth. it. 17. 
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What can be laid unto thy charge, 
When God does not condemn? 

Bills of complaint though foes enlarge, 
Thy Husband anſwers them. 


When fear thy guilty mind confounds, 
Full ranſom this may yield; 

Thy ranſom bill, with blood and wounds, 
Thy Husband kind has ſcal'd. 


His promiſe is the fair extract 
Thou haſt at hand to ſhew; 
Stern juſtice can no more exact, 


Thy Husband paid its due. 


No terms he left thee to fulfil, 
No clog to mar thy faith; 

His bond is ſign'd, his latter-will 
Thy Husband ſeal'd by death. 


The great condition of the band 
Of promiſe and of bliſs, | 

Is wrought by him, and brought to hand, 
Thy Husband's righteouſneſs. 


When therefore preſs'd in time of need 
To ſue the promis'd good, 

Thou haſt no more to do but plead 
Thy Husband's ſealing blood. 


This can thee more to God commend, 
And cloudy wrath diſpel, 


JF 


Than e'er thy ſinning could offend; q 
Thy Husband vanquiſh'd hell. 

When vengeance ſeems, for broken laws, 1 
To light on thee with dread, 

Let Chriſt be umpire of thy cauſe | 
Thy Husband well can plead. 

He pleads his righteouſneſs that brought 4 
All rents the law could crave ; 

Whate'er its precepts, threat'nings, ſought, ; 
Thy Eusband fully gave. 

Did holineſs in precepts ſtand, 1 
And for perfection call, 

Juſtice in threatnings death demand ? [ 


Thy Husband gave it all. 
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His blood the fiery law did quench, 
It ſummons need not ſcare; 

Tho't cite,thee to Heav'n's awful bench, 
Thy Husband's at the bar. 


This Advocate has much to ſay, 
His clients need not fear ; 

For God the Father hears him ay, 
Thy Husband hath his ear. 


A cauſe fail'd never in his hand, 
So ſtrong his pleading is; 
His Father grants his whole demand, 
5 Thy Husband's will is his. 


Hell-forces all may rendezvous, 
Accuſers may combine ; 

Yet fear thou not who art his ſpouſe, 
Thy Husband's cauſe is thine. 


By ſolemn oath JeHovan did 
His prieſthood ratify ; 

Let carth and hell then counterplead, 
Thy Husband gains the plea. 


8 ECT. V. 
he Believer's Faitm and Hog encouraged, even in the 
darke/t Nights of Deſertion and Diſtreſs. 
HE cunning ſerpent may accuſe, 
But never (hal ſucceed ; 
The God of peace will Satan bruiſe, 
Thy Husband broke his head &. 


Hell furies threaten to devour, 
Like lions robb'd of whelps : 

But, lo! in ev'ry per'lous hour, 
Thy Husband always helps. 


That feeble faith may never fail, 
Thine Advocate has pray'd ; 
Though winnowing tempeſts may affail, 
Thy Husband's near to aid. 
Though grievous trials grow apace, 
And put thee to a ſtand; 
Thou may'ſt rejoice in ev'ry caſe. 
Thy Husband's help at hand. 


* Rom. xvi. 20. 


Vor., X. 0 
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Truſt, though, when in deſertion dark, 
No twinkling ſtar by night, 

No ray appear, no glimm'ring ſpark; 
Thy Husband is thy light. 

His beams anon the clouds can rent, 
And through the vapours run; 

For of the brighteſt firmament 
Thy Husband is the ſun. 


Without the ſun who mourning 20, 
And ſcarce the way can find, | 
He brings through paths they do not know &; 
Thy Husband leads the blind. 


Through fire and water he with till 
Brings to a wealthy land ; 

Rude flames and roaring flames BE sT1LL, 
Thy Husband can command. 


When fin diſorders heavy brings, 
That preſs thy ſoul with weight ; 
Then mind how many crooked things 
Thy Husband has made ſtreight. 


Still look to him with longing eyes, 
Though both thine eyes ſhould fail; 
Cry, and at length, though not thy cries, 

Thy Husband ſhall prevail. 


Still hope for favour at his hand, 
Though favour don't appear : 

When help ſeems moſt aloof to ſtand; 
Thy Husband's then moſt near. 


In caſes hopeleſs- like, faint hopes 
May fail, and fears annoy ; 

But moſt when ſtript of earthly props, 
Thy Husband thou'lt enjoy. 


If providence the promiſe thwart, 
And yet thy humbled mind 

*Gain/t hope believes in hope +, thou art 
Thy Husband's deareſt friend. 


Art thou a weakling, poor and faint, 
In jeopardy each hour? 

Let not thy weakneſs move thy plaint, 
Thy Husband has the pow'r. 


* Iſa. xlii. 16. + Rom. iv. 18. 
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Dread not thy foes that foil'd thee long, 
Will ruin thee at length: 

When thou art weak then art thou ſtrong, 
Thy Husband is thy ſtrength. 

When foes are mighty, many too, 
Don't fear, nor quit the field; 

'Tis not with thee they have to do, 
Thy Husband is thy ſhield. 

'Tis hard to ſtrive againſt an hoſt, 
Or ſtrive againſt the ſtream ; 

But, lo! when all ſeems to be loſt, 
Thy Husband will redeem. 


Seren 
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BexerITs accruing to Believers, from the Offices, Names, 


Natures, and Sufferings of CnRIST. 


RT thou by luſts a captive led, 
Which breeds thy deepeſt grief? 
To ranſom captives 1s his trade, 
Thy Husband's thy relief. 
His precious name is Jesus, why? 
Becauſe he ſaves from ſin + ; 
Redemption's right he won't deny, 
Thy Husband's near of kin. 
His wounds have ſav'd thee once from woes, 
His blood from vengeance ſcreen'd ; 
When heav*n, and earth, and hell were foes, 
Thy Husband was a friend : 
And will thy Captain now look on, 
And ſee thee trampled down !? 
When, lo! thy Champion has the throne, 
Thy Husband wears the crown. 
Yield not, though cunning Satan bribe, 
Or like a lion roar; 
The Lion ſtrong of Fudah's tribe, 
Thy Hnsband's to the fore. 


Matth. i. 21. 


Q 2 


And 
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And that he never will forſake t, 
His credit fair he pawn'd ; 
In hotteſt broils, then, courage take, 


Thy Husband's at thy hand. 


No ſtorm needs drive thee to a ſtrait, 
Who doſt his aid invoke: 


Fierce winds may blow, proud waves may beat ; 


Thy Husband is the rock. 


Renounce thine own ability, 
Lean to his promis'd might ; 
The ſtrength of [/a'/ cannot lie, 
Thy Husband's pow'r is plight. 
An awful truth does here preſent, 
Whoever think it odd; 
In him thou art omnipotent, 
Thy Husband is a God. 


JeHovak's ſtrength is in thy head, 
Which faith may boldly ſcan; 

God in thy nature does reſide, 

Thy Husband is a man. 
Thy fleſh is his, thy Spirit thine; 
And that you both are one, 

One body, ſpirit, temple, vine, 
Thy Husband deigns to own. 

Kind, he aſſum'd thy fleſh and blood 
This union to purſue; 

And without ſhame his brotherhood 
Iby Husband does avow. 


He bore the croſs thy crown to win, 
His blood he freely ſpilt: 

The holy One aſſuming ſin, 
Thy Husband bore the guilt. 


Lo! what a bleſs'd exchange is this? 
What wiſdom ſhines therein ? 

That thou might'/# be made righteouſneſs, 
Thy Husband was made fin X. 


The God of joy a man of grief, 
Thy ſorrows to diſcuſs; 

Pure Innocence hang'd as a thief : 

Thy Husband lov'd thee thus. 


1 Heb. xiii. 5, # 2 Cor. v. 21. 


Ct 
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Bright Beauty had his viſage marr'd. 
His comely form abus'd : 

True Reſt was from all reſt debarr'd, 
Thy Husband's heel was bruis'd. 


The God of bleſſings was a curſe, 
The Lord of lords a drudge ; 

The Heir of all things poor in purſe : 
Thy Husband did not grudge. 

The Judge of all condemned was, 
The God immortal flain : 

No favour, in the woful cauſe, 


Thy Husband did obtain. 
8 ECT. VMI. 


CarisT's Sufferings further improved ; and Believers call- 


ed to live by faith, both when they have and want ſen- 
ſible Influences. 


OUD praiſes ſing, without ſurceaſe, 
To him that frankly came, 
And gave his ſoul a ſacrifice; 


Thy Husband was the Lamb. 


What waken'd vengeance could denounce, 
All round him did beſet ; 

And never left his ſoul, till once 
Thy Husband paid the debt. 


And though new debt thou ſtill contract, 


And run in deep arrears ; 


Vet all thy burdens on his back 


Thy Husband always bears. 


Thy Judge will ne er demand of thee 
Two payments for one debt; 

Thee with one victim wholly free 
Thy Husband kindly ſet. 


That no grim vengeance might thee meet, 
Thy Husband met with all ; 

And, that thy foul might drink the ſweet, 
Thy Husband drank the gall. 


Full breaſts of joy he love t' extend, 
Like to a kindly nurſe ; . | 

And, that thy bliſs might full be gain'd, 
Thy Huſband was a curſe. 
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Thy fins be glu'd unto the tree, 
His blood this virtue hath; 

For, that thy heart to ſin might die, 
Thy Huſband ſuffer'd death. 


To purchaſe fully all thy good, 
All evil him befel; 

To win thy heav'n with ſtreams of blood, 
Thy Huſband quenched hell. 


That this kind Davs-wan, in one band, 
Might God and man betroth, 

He on both parties lays his hand ; 
Thy Husband pleaſes both. 


The blood that could ſtern juſtice pleaſe, 
And law-demands fulfil, 

Can alſo guilty conſcience caſe ; 
Thy Husband clears the bill. 

Thy higheſt glory is obtain'd 

By his abaſement deep; 

And, that thy tears might all be drain'd, 
Thy Husband choſe to weep. 


His bondage all the freedom brought, 
He ſtoop'd fo lowly down ; 

He grappling all thy grandeur brought, 
Thy Husband's croſs thy crown. 


Tis by his ſhoke thy ſceptre ſways, 
His warfare ends thy {trife ; 

His poverty thy wealth conveys, 
Thy Huſband's death thy life. 

Do mortal damps invade thy heart, 
And deadneſs ſeize thee ſore ? 

Rejoice in this, that life t' impart 
Thy Huſband has in ſtore. 

And when new life imparted ſeems 
Eſtabliſh'd as a rock, 

Boaſt in the fountain, not the ſtreams ; 
Thy Husband is thy ſtock. 


The ſtreams may take a various turn, 


The fountain never moves : 
Ceaſe then o'er failing ſtreams to mourn, 


Thy Husband thus thee proves. 
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That glad thou mayſt, when drops are gone, 
Joy in the ſpacious ſea ; 

When incomes fail, then {till upon 
Thy Husband keep thine eye. 


But can't thou look, nor moan thy ſtrait, 
So dark's the diſmal hour ? 

Yet, as thou'rt able, cry, and wait 
Thy Husband's day of pow'r. 


Tell him, though fin prolong the term, 
Yet love can ſcarce delay : 

Thy want, his promiſe, all affirm, 
Thy Husband muſt not ſtay. 


Ste T. VII 
CrisT the Believer's enriching Treaſure. 


IND Feſus lives, thy life to be 
K Who mak'ſt him thy refuge; 


And when he comes, thou'lt joy to ſee 
Thy Husband ſhall be judge. 


Should paſling troubles thee annoy, 
Without, within, or both ? 

Since endleſs life thou'lt then enjoy, 
Thy Husband pledg'd his truth. 


What won't he, ev'n in time, impart 
That's for thy real good ? 

He gave his love, he gave his heart, 
Thy Husband gave his blood. 


He gives himſelf, and what ſhould more? 
What can he then refuſe ? 

If this won't pleaſe thee, ah]! how ſore 
Thy Husband doſt abuſe ! 


Earth's fruit, heav'n's dew, he won't deny, 
Whoſe eyes thy need behold : 

Nought under nor above the (ky 
Thy Husband will with-hold. 


Doſt lofles grieve? Since all is thine, 
What loſs can thee befal ? 

All things for good to thee combine *, 
Thy Husband orders all. 


* Rom. viit. 28. 


Thou'rt 
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Thou'rt not put off with barren leaves, 
Or dung of earthly pelt; 

More wealth than heav'n or earth he gives 
Thy Husband's thine himſelf. 


Thou haſt enough to ſtay thy plaint, 
Elſe thou complain'ſt of eaſe ; 

For having all, don't ſpeak of want, 
Thy Husband may ſuffice. 


From this thy ſtore, believing, take 
Wealth to the utmoſt pitch : 

The gold of Ophir cannot make, 
Thy Husband makes thee rich. 

Some flying gains acquire by pains, 
And ſome by plund'ring toll ; 

Such treaſure 2 but thine remains, 
Thy Husband's cannot ſpoil. 


SECT. IX. 


CHRIST the Beliewer's adorning Garment, 


E. A, thou excell'ſt in rich attire + 
The lamp that lights the globe; 
Thy ſparkling garment heav'ns admire, 
Thy Husband is thy robe. 


This raiment never waxes old, 
'Tis always new and clean: 

Form ſummer-heat and winter-cold, 
Thy Husband can thee ſcreen. 


All who the name of worthies bore, 
Since Adam was undreſt, 

No worth acquir'd, but as they wore 
Thy Husband's purple veſt. 


This linen fine can beautify 
The foul with fin begirt. 

O bleſs his name, that e' er on thec 
Thy Husband ſpread his ſkirt. 


Are dunghills deck'd with flow'ry glore, 
Which Solomon's outvie; 
Sure thine is infinitely more, 


Thy Husband decks the ſky. 
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Thy hands could never work the dreſs, 
By grace alone thou'rt gay. 

Grace vents and reigns through righteouſneſs, 
Thy Husband's bright array. 


To ſpin thy robe no more doſt need 
Than lilies toil for theirs ; 

Out of his bowels ev'ry threed 
Thy Husband thine prepares. 


SEV I. %X, 
CuR1sT the Believer's ſweet Nouriſhment. 


H Y ſood conform to thine array, 
Is heav'nly and divine; 


On paſtures green, where angels play, 
Thy Husband feeds thee | oy 


Angelic food may make thee fair 
And look with chearful face ; 

The bread of life, the double ſhare, 
Thy Husband's love and grace. 


What can he give, or thou deſire, 
More. than his fleſh and blood ? 

Let angels wonder, ſaints admire, 
Thy Husband is thy food. 


His fleſh the incarnation bears, 
From whence thy feeding flows; 

His blood the ſatigfaction clears : 
Thy Husband both beſtows. 


Th' incarnate God a ſacrifice, 
To turn the wrathful tide, 

is food for faith; that may ſuffice 
Thy Husband's guilty bride. 


This ſtrength'ning food may fit and fence 
For work and war to come; 

[ill through the croud, ſome moments hence, 
Thy Husband bring thee home : 


Where plenteous feaſting will ſucceed 
To ſcanty feeding here; 
And joyful at the table-head 
Thy Husband will appear. 
Y OL, &. R Ten 
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Then crumbs to banquets will give place, 
And drops to rivers new: 

While heart and eye will face to ſace 
Thy Husband ever view. 


C HAF. II. 


Containing the Marks and CHARACTERS of 
the Believer in CHRIST; together with 
ſome farther Privileges and Grounds of 


Comfort to the Saints. 


SECT. L 


Doubting Believers called to examine, by Marks drawn 
rom their Love to him and his Preſence, their View 
of his Glory, and their being emptied of Self-righte. 
ouſneſs, &c. 


yy OD news! but, ſays the drooping bride, 
Ah! what's all this to me ? 
Thou doubt'ſt thy right when ſhadows hide 
Thy Husband's face from thee. 
Through fin and guilt thy ſpirit faints, 
And trembling tears thy fate : 
But harbour not thy groundleſs plaints, 
Thy Husband's advent wait. 


Thou ſobb'ſt, O were 1 ſure he's mine, 
This would give glad'ning eaſe;“ 

And ſayſt, Though wants and woes combine, 
Thy Husband would thee pleaſe. 


But up, and down, and ſeldom clear, 
Inclos'd with helliſh roots; 

Yet yield thou not, nor foſter fear : 
Thy Husband hates thy doubts. 


Thy cries and tears may lighted ſeem, 
And barr'd from preſent eaſe : 

Yet blame thyſelf, but never dream 
Thy Huſband's ill to pleaſe. 

Thy jealous unbelieving heart 
Still droops, and knows not why ; 

Then prove thy ſelf, to caſe thy ſmart, 
Thy Huſband bids thee try. 


CHAP. II. The BELIEVER's JOINTURE, 131 


The following queſtions put to thee, 
As ſcripture- marks, may tell 

And ſhew, whate'er thy failings be, 
Thy Husband loves thee well. 


1 AN E88. 


RT thou content when he's away ; 
Can earth allay thy pants ? 

If conſcience witneſs, won't it ſay, 
Thy Husband's all thou wants ? 


When he is near, (though in a croſs), 
And thee with comfort feeds : 

Do thou not count the earth as droſs, 
Thy Husband all thou needs ? 


In duties art thou pleas'd or pain'd, 
When far he's out of view ? 
And finding him, think'ſt all regain'd, 
Thy Husband's always new? 
Though once thou thought'ſt, while Sinai miſt 
And darkneſs compaſs'd thee, 
Thou waſt undone ; and glorious Chri/ 
Thy Husband ne'er would be: 


Yet know'ſt thou not a fairer place, 
Of which it may be told, 

T hat there the glory of his . 
Thy Husband did unfold! 


Where heav'nly beams inflam'd thy ſoul, 
And love's ſeraphic art, 

With hallelujahs, did extol, 
Thy Husband in thy heart? 


Couldſt then have wiſh'd all Adam's race 
Had join'd with thee to gaze; 
That, viewing fond his lovely face, 
Thy Husband might get praiſe ? 


Art thou disjoin'd from other /ords ? 
Divorc'd from fed'ral laws * 
While with moſt loving goſpel-cords 
Thy Huſband kindly draws ? 
R 2 $66 A'n't 
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A*n't thou enlighten'd now, to ſee 
Thy righteouſneſs is naught 

But rags *, that cannot cover thee ? 
Thy Husband ſo has taught. 


Doſt ſee thy beſt performances 
Deſerve but hell indeed? 

And hence are led, renouncing theſe, 
Thy Husband's blood to plead ? 


When ſtrength'ned boldly to addreſs 
That gracious throne of his, 

Doſt find thy ſtrength and righteouſneſs 
Thy Husband only is? 

Canſt thou thy moſt exalted frame 
Renounce, as with'ring graſs, 

And firmly hold thine only claim, 
Thy Husband's worthineſs ? 


Canſt pray with utmoſt holy pith +, 
And yet renounce thy good ? 

And waſh not, with thy tears, but with 

Thy Husband's precious blood ? 


SECT. I. 


BELILVERS deſcribed from their Faith acting by divine 
Aid, and fleeing quite out of themſelves to ChRIST. 


AN nothing leſs thy conſcience eaſe, 
And pleaſe thy heart; no leſs 
Than that which juſtice ſatisfies, 
Thy Husband's righteouſneſs ? 
Doſt ſee thy works ſo ſtain'd with fin, 
That thou through fin art mov'd 
To ſeek acceptance only in 
Thy Husband, the Beloy'd? 
Doſt thou remind, that once a day 
| Free grace did ſtrengthen thee, 
To gift thy guilty ſoul away, 
Thy Husband's bride to be ? 
Or doſt thou mind the day of pow'r, 
Wherem he broke thy pride, 
And gain'd thy heart? O happy hour! 
Thy Husband caught the bride ! 
* Ifa. Ixiv. 6. + Vigour or ſtrength: 


CHAP. II. The BELIEvER's JOINTURE, 


He did thy enmity ſubdue, 
Thy bondage fad recall, | 

Made thee to chooſe, and cloſe purſue 
Thy Husband as thy all. 

What reſt, and peace, and joy enſu'd 
Upon this noble choice ? 

Thy heart, with flow'rs of pleaſures ſtrew'd, 
Thy Husband made rejoice. 


Doſt know thou ne'er could'ſt him embrace, 
Till he embraced thee ? 

Nor ever ſee him, till his face 
Thy Husband open'd free ? 


And findeſt to this very hour, 
That this is ſtill the charm; - 

Thou canſt do nothing, till with pow'r 
Thy Husband ſhew his arm ? 


Canſt thou do nought by nature, art, 
Or any ſtrength of thine, 

Until thy wicked froward heart 
Thy Husband ſhall incline ? 


But art thou, though without a wing 
Of pow'r aloft to flee, 

Yet able to do every thing, 
Thy Husband ſtrength'ning thee ? 


Doſt not alone at duties fork *, 
But foreign aid enjoy ? 

And ſtill in ev'ry piece of work 
Thy Husband's ſtrength employ ? 


Thy motion heav'nly is indeed, 
Whilſt thou by faith doſt moye, 

And ſtill in ev'ry time of need 
Thy Husband's grace improve. 


No common nat'ral faith can ſhew 
Its divine brood like this ; 

Whoſe object, author, feeder too, 
Thy Husband only is. 

Doſt thou by faith on him rely ? 
On him, not on thy faith ? 

It faith ſhall with its object vie, 
Thy Husband's ſet beneath. 


* [abour, wreſtle, or toil. 


/ 
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Their hands receiving faculty 
Poor beggars never view; 
But hold the royal gift in eye: 
Thy Husband ſo wilt thou. 
Faith, like a gazing eye, ne'er waits 
To boaſt its ſeeing pow'rs ; 
Its object views, itſelf forgets, 
Thy Husband it adores. 


It humbly till itſelf denies, 
Nor brags its acts at all; 

Deep plung'd into its obje lies, 
Thy Husband is its all. 


No ſtrength but his it has, and vaunts, 
Nor ſtore but his can ſhow ; 

Hence nothing has, yet nothing wants, 
Thy Husband trains it ſo. 


Faith, of its own, no might can ſhew, 
Elſe would itſelf deſtroy ; 

| But will, for all it has to do, 

| Thy Husband ſtill emply. 


Self-ſaviours none could ever be 
By faith or grace of theirs; 
Their fruitleſs toil ſo high that flee, 

| | Thy Husband's praiſe impairs. 

| The ſeemingly devouteſt deed, 

| That would with ſhameleſs brow 

His ſaving trade take o'er his head, 
Thy Husband won't allow. 

Doſt therefore thou to him alone 
Commit thy ſinful ſoul ? 

Knowing of thy ſalvation 
Thy Husband is the whole ? 


| 8 E CT. III. 
Bar IE VERS characterized by the Object and Purity of ibi 
Deſire, Delight, Joy, Hatred, and Love, diſcoverii 
they have the Spirit of CHRIST. 20 
OST thou his Spirit's conduct wait? 
And, when compar'd to this, 
All worldly wiſdom under-rate ? 


Thy Husband waits to bleſs. 


I. 
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Tak'ſt thou his Spirit for thy guide 
Through Baca's valley dry, 

Whoſe ſtreams of influences glide 
Thy Husband's garden by ? 

In digging wells here by his pow'r, 
Doſt find it not in vain, ' 

While here a drop and there a ſhow'r, 
Thy Husband makes to rain ? 


Hence doſt thou through each weary caſe 
From ſtrength to ſtrength go on, 

From faith to faith, while grace for grace 
Thy Husband gives anon ? 


The good, the gracious work begun, 
And further'd by his ſtrength, 

Shall proſp'rous, though with wreſtling, win 
Thy Husband's crown at length. 


Sin's pow'r and preſence canſt thou own 
Is thy moſt grievous ſmart, 
That makes thee ſob and weep alone? 
Thy Husband knows thy heart. 
Does love to him make thee diſtaſte 
Thy luſts, with all their charms ? 
And moſt them loath'ſt, when moſt thou haſt 
Thy Husband in thine arms ? 


Are cords of love the ſweeteſt ties 
To bind thee duty- ways? 

And beſt thou ſerv'ſt, when moſt thou ſpies 
Thy Husband's beauteous rays? 


Didſt ever thou thy pardon read 
In tears of untold joy? 

When mercy made thy heart to bleed, 
Thy Husband was not coy ? X 


Do pardons ſweetly melt thy heart ? 
And moſt imbitter fin ? 

And make thee long with droſs to part, 
Thy Husband's throne to win? 


When he ariſes luſts to kill, 
Corruptions to deſtry, 

Does gladneſs then thy ſpirit fill 
Thy Husband is thy joy. 


Doſt 


* 
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Doſt thou his perſon fair embrace 
Beyond his bleſſings all? 

Sure, then, thou boldly may'ſt through grace 
Thy Husband Feſus call. 


What company doſt thou prefer ? 
What friends above the reſt ? 

Of all relations every where, 
Thy Husband is the bet. 


Whom in the earth or heav'n doſt thou 
Moſt ardently defire ? 
Is love's aſcending ſpark unto 
Thy Husband ſet on fire ? * 


Haſt thou a hatred to his foes, 
And doſt their courſe decline? 

Lov'ſt thou his ſaints, and darſt ſuppoſe 
Thy Husband's friends are thine ? 


Doſt thou their talk and walk eſteem, 
When moſt divinely grave ? 

And favour'ſt beſt when moſt they ſeem 
Thy Husband's Sp'rit to have ? 


. 


BeLIEVvER's in ChRIisr affect his Counſel, Word, Ordi- 
nances, Appearance, full Enjoyment in Heaven, and 
 faveet Preſence here. | 


HERE go'ſt thou firſt when in a ſtrait, 
Or when with grief oppreſt ? 
Fleeſt thou to him? O happy gate! 
Thy Husband is thy reſt. 


His counſel ſeek'ſt thou ſtill prepar'd, 
Nor canſt without him leave ? 

Wiſdom to guide, and ſtrength to guard, 
Thy Husband hath to give. 


Canſt thou produce no * pawn, 
Or token of his love ? 

Won't fignets, bracelets from his hand, 
Thy Husband's kindneſs prove ? 

Mind'ſt when he ſent his healing word, 
Which darting from on high; 

Did light, and life, and joy afford ? 
Thy Husband then was nigh. 


CAP. II. The BELIeveR's JOINTURE, 


Canſt thou the promiſe ſweet forget, 
He dropt into thy heart ? 
Such glad'ning pow'r, and love with it, 
Thy Husband did impart. 
Doſt thou affect his dwelling-place, 
And mak'ſt it thy repair; 
Becauſe thine eyes have ſeen, through grace, 
Thy Husband's glory there? 


Doſt love his great appearing day, 
And thereon muſe with joy; 

When duſky ſhades will fly away, 
Thy Husband death deſtroy ? 


Doſt long to ſee his glorious face 
Within the higher orb, 

Where humid ſorrows loſing place, 
Thy Husband's rays abſorb ? 

Long'ſt to be free of ev'ry fault, 
To bid all fin adieu ? | 

And mount the hill, where glad thou ſhalt 
Thy Husband's glory view ? 

Life where it lives, love where it loves, 
Will moſt deſire to be. 

Such ſick-like longing plainly proves 
Thy Husband's love to thee. 


What is the beſt can eaſe thy plaint, 
Spread morning o'er thine ev'n ? 

Is his approach thy heart's content, 
Thy Husband's preſence heav'n? 


And when deny'd this ſweet relief, 
Canſt thou aſſert full well, 

lis hiding is thy greateſt grief, 
Thy Husband's abſence hell ? 

Let thy experience be diſclos'd ; 
If conſcience anſwer, Yea, 

To all the queries here propos'd, 
Thy Husband's thine for ay. 


Pertain theſe characters to thee ? 
Then, ſoul, begin and praiſe _ 
His glorious worthy name, for he, 

Thy Husband 1s always. 
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SECT 


The true BERLIE VERS Humility, Dependance, Zeal, 


Growth, Admiration of Free Grace, and Knowledge of 
CHRIsT's Voice. 


P ERHAPS a faint may figh and ſay, 

] fear I'm yet to learn 

* Theſe marks of marriage-love.” Yet ſtay, 
Thy Husband's bowels yearn. 


Though darkneſs may the light obſcure, 
And ſtorms ſurmount thy calms, 

Day yield to night, and thou be poor, 
Thy Husband yet has alms. 


Doſt ſee thyſelf an empty brat, 

A poor unworthy thing, 

With heart upon the duſt laid flat? 
Thy Husband there doth reign. 


Art in thine own eſteem a beaſt, 
And doſt thyſelf abhor ? 

The more thou haſt of ſelf-diſtaſte, 
Thy Husband loves thee more. 


Can hell breed no ſuch wicked elf, 
As thou in thine own fight ? 

Thou'ſt got to ſee thy filthy felt, 
Thy Husband's pureſt light. 

Canſt find no names ſo black, ſo vile, 
With which thou wouldſt compare, 

But call'ſt thyſelf a lump of hell ? 

Thy Husband calls thee fair. 

When his kind viſits make thee ſee 

He's precious, thou art vile; 

Then mark the hand of God with thee, 
Thy Husband's gives a ſmile. 


He knows what viſits ſuit thy ſtate, 
And, though moſt rare they be, 

It ſets thee well on him to wait, 
Thy Husband waits on thee. 
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Doſt ſee thou art both poor and weak, 
And he both full and ſtrong ? 

O don't his kind delays miſtake, 
Thy Husband comes ere long. 
Though, during Sina#s ſtormy day, 
Thou dread'ſt the diſmal blaſt, 
And fear'ſt thou art a caſt - away, 

Thy Husband comes at laſt. 


The glorious Sun will riſe apace, 
And ſpread his healing wings, 

In ſparkling pomp of ſov'reign grace, 
Thy Husband gladneſs brings. 

Canſt thou, whate'er ſhould come of thee, 
Yet wiſh his Zion well, 

And joy in her proſperity ? 
Thy Husband loves thy zeal. 

Doſt thou admire his love to ſome, 
Tho' thou ſhouldſt never ſhare ? 

Mercy to thee will alſo come, 
Thy Husband hath to ſpare. 


Poor ſoul! doſt grieve for want of grace, 
And weep for want of love, 

And Feſus ſeck'ſt? O hopeful caſe ! 
Thy Husband lives above. 


Regretting much thy falling ſhort, 
Doſt a more aſpire ? 
There's hope in Iſra'l for thy ſort, 
Thy Husband's thy defire. 
Art thou well-pleas'd that ſov'reign grace 
Through Chriſt exalted be? 
This frame denotes no hopeleſs caſe, 
Thy Husband's pleas'd with thee. 


Couldſt love to be the footſtool low, 
On which his throne might riſe, 
Its pompous grace around to ſhow ? 

Thy Husband does thee prize. 


If but a glance of his fair face 
Can chear thee more than wine ? 
Thou in his loving heart haſt. place, 


Thy Husband place in thine, 
8 2 Doſt 
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Doſt make his blood thy daily bath ? 
His word and oath thy ſtay ? 

His law of love thy lightſome path ? 
Thy Huſband is thy way. 


All things within earth's ſpacious womb 
Doſt count but loſs and dung, 

For one ſweet word in ſeaſon = 
Thy Huſband's learned tongue ? 


Skill to diſcern and know his voice 
From words of wit and art, 

Wilt clearly prove thou art his choice, 
Thy Huſband thine in heart. 


The pompous words that fops admire, 
May vagrant fancy feaſt; 

But with ſeraphic harmleſs fire 
Thy Huſband's burn the breaſt. 


SECT. VI. 


True Believers are willing to be tried and examined. 
Comforts ariſing to them from CHRIST's ready Sup- 
ply, real Sympathy, and relieving Names, ſuiting their 
Needs. 


OST thou upon thy trait'rous heart 
Still keep a jealous eye ? 
Moſt willing that thine inward part 
Thy Hufband ſtrictly try? 


The thieving croud will hate the light, 
Leſt ſtoPn effects be ſhown : - 

But truth deſires what wrong or right 
Thy Huſband would make known. 


Doſt then his trying word await, 
His ſearching doctrine love: | 
Fond, leſt thou err through felf-deceit, 
Thy Huſband would thee prove ? 


Does oft thy mind with inward ſmart, 
Bewail thy unbelict ? 

And conſcious ſue from plagues of heart 
Thy Husband for relief! 


Why | 


CAP. II. 


With him thou vouldſt not part 
For thouſand thouſand earths of gold: 
Thy Husband has thy heart. 


Though darkneſs, deadneſs, unbelief, 
May all thy foul attend ; 

Light, life, and faith's mature relief, 
Thy Huſband has to fend, 


Of wants annoying, who complain ? 
Supply ariſes hence, 

What gifts he has receiv'd for men, * 
Thy Husband will diſpenſe. 


He got them in's exalted ſtate 
For rebels ſuch as thou 

All then that's needful, good, or great, 
Thy Huſband will allow. 


Thy wants he ſees, thy cries he hears ; 
And, marking all thy moans, 

He in his bottle keeps thy tears, 
Thy Huſband notes thy groans. 


All thine infirmities him touch, 
They ſtrike his feeling heart; 
His kindly ſympathy is ſuch, 
Thy Husband finds the ſmart. 
Whatever touches thee affects 
The apple of his eye ; 
Whatever harms, he therefore checks, 
Thy Husband's aid is nigh. 


If foes are ſpar'd, thy need is ſuch, 
He flays them but in part: 

He can do all, and will do much, 
Thy Husband acts by art. 


He often for the ſaddeſt hour 
Reſerves the ſweeteſt aid: 

See how ſuch banners heretofore 
Thy Husband has diſplay'd. 

Mind where he vouched his good-will, 
Sometimes at Hermon + mount, 

In Jordan land, at Mizar hill; 
Thy Husband keeps the count. 


* Pſalm Ixriii. 18. + Pſalm xlii. 6. 


The BEL1EvFER's JOINTURE. 
Why doubt'ſt his love? And yet behold, 
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At ſundry times and divers ways, 
To ſuit thy various frames, 

Haſt ſeen, like riſing golden rays, 
Thy Husband's various names. 


When guilty conſcience ghaſtly ſtar'd, 
JEHOVAH-TSIDKENU a, 

The Lord thy righteouſneſs appear'd, 
Thy Husband in thy view. 


When in thy ſtraits or wants extreme, 
Help fail'd on ev'ry ſide, 
JeHovan-JIREN ® was his name, 
Thy Husband did provide, 


When thy long abſent Lord did moan, 
And to his courts repair; 

Then was JEHovaH-SHAMMAH © known, 
Thy Husband preſent there. 


When thy aſſaulting foes appear'd 
In robes of terror clad, 

JEHoVAH-N1551 © then was rear'd, 
Thy Husband's banner ſpread. 


When furies arm'd with fright'ning guilt, 
Dunn'd war without ſurceaſe ; 

JeHoVAH-SHALMON © then was built, 
Thy Husband ſent thee peace. 


When thy diſeaſes death proclaim'd. 
And creature-balſams fail'd, 

JEHoVAH-ROPHI then was fam'd, 
Thy Husband kindly heaPd. 


Thus, as thy various needs require, 
In various modes like theſe, 
The help that ſuits thy heart's deſire 
Thy Huſband's name conveys. 
To th' little flock s, as caſes vary, 
The great Jexovan ſhews- 
Himſelf a little ſanctuary h, 
Thy Huſband gives the views. 


a Jer. xxiii. 6. 5 Gen. xxii. 14. c Ezek. xIviii. 35. 
d Exod. xvi'. 15. e Judges vi. 24. F Exod. xv. 26. 
Luke xii. 32. 5 Ezek. xi. 1 6. 
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SECT. VII. 


The BeLtEVER's Experience of CHRIS T's comfortable Pre- 
ſence, or of former Comforts, to be improved for his En- 
couragement and Support, under Darkneſs and Hidings. 


OST mind the place, the ſpot of land, 
D Where Feſus did thee meet ? | 
And how he got thy heart and hand ? 

Thy Husband then was ſweet. 


Doſt mind the garden, chamber, bank, 
A vale of viſion ſeem'd? 

Thy joy was full, thy heart was frank, 
Thy Husband much eſteem'd. 


Let thy experience ſweet declare, 
If able to remind ; 

A Bochim here, a Bethel there, 
Thy Huſband made thee find. 


Was ſuch a corner, ſuch a place, 
A paradiſe to thee, 

A Peniel, where face to face 
Thy Huſband fair didſt ſee 


There he did clear thy cloudy cauſe, 
Thy doubts and fears deſtroy ; 

And on thy ſpirit ſeal'd he was? 
Thy Husband with great joy ? 

Couldſt thou have ſaid it boldly then, 
And ſeal'd it with thy blood? 

Yea, welcome death with pleaſure, when 

Thy Husband by thee ſtood ? 


That earth again ſhould thee inſnare, 
O how thy heart was pain'd ! 

For all its fading glory there 
Thy Huſband's beauty ſtain'd. 


The thoughts of living more in fin 
Were then like hell to thee; 

The life of heav'n did thus begin, 
Thy Huſband ſet thee free. 


Whate'er thou foundſt him at thy beſt, 
He's at thy worſt the ſame; 
And in his love will ever reſt, 


Thy Husband holds his claim. 
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Let faith theſe viſits keep in ſtore, 

Though ſenſe the pleaſure miſs; 

The God of Bethel, as before, 
Thy Husband always is. 


In's meas'ring his approaches kind, 
And timing his deſcents; 

In free and ſov'rèign ways thoul't find 
Thy Husband thee prevents. 


Preſcribe not to him in thy heart; 
He's infinitely wiſe. 

How oft he throws his loving dart, 
Thy Husband does ſurpriſe. 


Perhaps a ſudden gale thee bleſt, 
While walking in thy road; 

Or on a journey ere thou wiſt, 
Thy Husband look'd thee broad. 


Thus was the eunuch fam'd (his ſtage 

A riding on the way, 

As he revolv'd the ſacred page *) 
Thy Huſband's happy prey. 

In hearing, reading, ſinging, pray'r, 
When darkneſs compaſt thee, 

Thou found'ſt or e'er thou waſt aware, 
Thy Huſband's light'ning free, 

Of heav'nly gales don't meanly think : 
For, though thy foul complains, 

They're but a ſhort and paſſing blink; 
Thy Huſband's love remains. 


Think not, though breezes haſt away, 
Thou doſt his favour loſe ; 

But learn to know his ſoy'reign way, 
Thy husband comes and goes. 


Don't ſay he's gone for ever, though 
His viſits he adjourn ; 

For yet a little while, and lo! 
Thy Husband will return. 

In worſhip ſocial, or retir'd, 
Doſt thou his abſence wail? 

Wait at his ſhore, and be not fear'd, 
Thy Husband's ſhip's a-ſail. 


* Adts viii. 27,—39- 


PART II, 
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Yea, though in duties ſenſe may mils 
Thy foul's beloved One; 

Yet do not faint, for never is 
Thy Husband wholly gone. 


Though Satan, fin, earth, hell at once, 
Would thee of joy bereave ; 

Mind what he faid, he won't renounce, 
Thy Husband will not leave. 


Though foes aſſail, and friendſhip fail, 
Thou haſt a friend at court ; 

The gates of hell ſhall ne'er prevail, 
Thy Husband is thy fort. 


SECT. VIII. 


C:mfort to BRLIEVE RS from the Stability of. the Promiſe, 
notwithſtanding heavy Chaſtiſements for Sin. 


AKE well howe'er kind Wiſdom may 
Diſpoſe thy preſent lot; 
Though heav'n and earth ſhould paſs away, 
Thy Husband's love will not. 


All needful help he will afford, 
Thou haſt his vow and oath; 

And once to violate his word 
Thy Husband will be loth. 


To fire and floods with thee he*ll down, 
His promiſe this inſures, 

Whoſe credit cannot burn nor drown : 
Thy Husband's truth endures. 


Doſt thou no more his word believe, 
As mortal man's, forſooth? 


O do not thus his Spirit grieve, 
Thy Husband is the Truth. 


Though thou both wicked art and weak, 
His word he'll never rue; 

Though heay'n and earth ſhould blend and break, 
Thy Husband will be true. 


4% never leave thee &, is his vow? 
If Truth has ſaid the word, 
While truth is truth, this word is true, 
Thy Husband is the Lord. 
| * Heb, xiii. 5. 
Vor. X. T Thy 
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Thy covenant of duties may 
Prove daily more unſure: 


His covenant of grace for ay 
Thy Husband does ſecure. 


Doſt thou to him thy promiſe break, 
And fear he break to thee ? 

Nay, not thy thouſand crimes can make 
Thy Husband once to he. 


He viſit will thy fins with flrokes +, 
And lift his heavy hand ; | 

But never once his word revokes, 
Thy Husband's truth will ftand. 


Then dream not he is chang'd in love, 
When thou art chang'd in frame; 

Thou mayſt by turns unnumber'd move, 
Thy Huſband's ay the ſame. 


He for thy follies may thee bind 
With cords of great diſtreſs ; 


Io make thee moan thy fins, and mind 


Thy Huſband's holineſs. 


By wounds he makes thee ſeck his cure, 
By frowns his favour prize ; 

By falls affrighting, ſtand more ſure, 
Thy Husband is ſo wiſe. 


Proud Peter in the dirt of vice 
Fell down exceeding low ; 

His tow'ring pride, by tumbling thrice, 
1 hy Husband cured ſo. 

Before he ſuffer pride that ſwells, 
He'll drag thee through the mire 

Of ſins, temptations, little hells 
Thy Husband faves by fire. 


He in affliction's mortar may 
Squeeze out old Adam's joice, 

Till thou return to him, and ſay, 
Thy Husband is thy choice. 


Fierce billows may thy veſſel toſs, 
And croſſes curſes ſeem; 

But that the curſe has fled the croſs, 
Thy Husband bids thee deem. 


+ Pſalm Ixxxix. 32. 
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Conclude not he in wrath diſowns, 
When trouble thee ſurrounds ; 
Theſe are his favourable frowns, 

Thy Huſband's healing wounds. 


Yea, when he gives the deepeſt laſh, 
Love leads the wounding hand : 
His ſtroke, when ſin has got a daſh, 

Thy Husband will remand, 


8 ECT. IX. 


Comfort to BELIEVERS, in CHRIST's Relations, in his 
dying Love, his Glory in Heaven, to which he will lead 
them through Death, and ſupply with neceſſaries by the 


way. 


EHOLD the patrimony broad 
That falls to thee by line ; 
In him thou art an heir of God, 
Thy Huſband's Father's thine. 


He is of relatives a ſtore, 
Thy Friend will help in thrall; 
Thy Brother much, thy Father more, 
Thy Huſband molt of all. 


All theſe he does amaſs and ſhare, 
In ways that moſt excell : 
Mong all the husband's ever were, 
Thy Husband bears the bell. 


Whence run the ſtreams of all thy good, 
But from his pierced ſide ? | 
With liquid gold of precious blood 
Thy Huſband bought his bride. 


His blood abundant value bore, 
To make his purchaſe broad, 
"Twas fair divinity in gore, 
Thy Huſband is thy God. 
Who purchas'd at the higheſt price, 
Be crown'd with higheſt praiſe ; 
For in the higheſt paradiſe 
Thy Huſband wears the bays. 
T 2 He 
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He is of heav'n the comely roſe, 
His beauty makes it fair; 
Heav'n were but hell, couldſt thou ſuppoſe 
Thy Huſband: were not there. 
He thither did in pomp aſcend, 
His ſpouſe along to bring ; 
That hallelujah's without end 
Thy Huſband's bride may ſing. 


Ev*n there with him for ever fix'd 
His glory ſhalt thou ſee; - 

And nought but death is now betwixt 
Thy Huſband's throne and thee. 


He'll order death, that porter rude, 
To ope the gates of braſs ; 

For, lo! with characters of blood 
Thy Husband wrote thy paſs. 


At Jordan deep then be not ſcar'd, + 
Though diſmal-hke' and broad; 

Thy fun will guide, thy ſhield will guard, 

Thy Husband pav'd the road. 

He'll lead thee fafe, and bring thee home, 
And till let bleſſings fall 

Of grace while here, till glory come : 
Thy Husband's bound for all. 


His ſtore can anſwer ev'ry bill, 
Thy food and raiment's bought; 
Be at his will, thou'lt have thy fill, 
Thy Husband wants for nought. 
What can thy foul conceive it lacks ? 
His ſtore, his pow'r is thine 3 
His hb'ral heart to lib'ral acts 
Thy Husband does incline. 

Though on thy hand, that has no might 
He ſhould no taſk enlarge; 
Nor work, nor warfare, needs thee fright, 
Thy Husband bears the charge. 
Thou would'ſt (if left) thyſelf undo, 
So apt to fall and ſtray : 
But he uplifts, and leeds thee too; 
Thy Husband knows the way. 
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Comfort to BeLitveRs from the text, Thy Maker is thy 


Husband, inverted thus, Thy Husband is thy Maker ; 


and the concluſion of this ſubject. 


F light and life, of grace and glore, 


In Chriſt thou art partaker. 


Rejoice in him for evermore, 
Thy Husband is thy Maker. 


He made thee, yea, made thee his bride, 


Nor heeds thine ugly patch ; 
To what he made he'll ſtill abide, 
Thy Husband made the match. 


He made all, yea, he made all thine, 
All to thee ſhall be giv'n. 

Who can thy kingdom undermine ? 
Thy Husband made the heav'n. 


What earthly thing can thee annoy ? 
He made the earth to be: 

The waters cannot thee deſtroy, 
Thy Husband made the ſea. 


Don't fear the flaming element 
Thee hurt with burning ire, 

Or that the ſcorching heat torment ; 
Thy Husband made the fire. 


Infectious ſtreams ſhall ne*er deſtroy, 
While he is pleas'd to ſpare ; 

Thou ſhalt thy vital breath enjoy, 
Thy Husband made the air. 


The fun that guides the golden day, 
The moon that rules the night, 
The ſtarry frame, the milky way, 

Thy Husband made for light. 


The bird that wings its airy path, 
The fiſh that cuts the flood, 


The creeping croud that ſwarms beneath, 


Thy Husband made for good, 


The grazing herd, the beaſts of prey, 


The creatures great and ſmall, 
ror thy behoof their tribute pay; 
Thy Husband made them all. 
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Thine's Paul, Apollos, life and death, 
Things preſent, things to be; 

And ev'ry thing that being hath, 
Thy Husband made for thee. 


In Tophet where the damn'd reſort, 
'Thy ſoul ſhall never dwell, 

Nor needs from thence imagine hurt ; 
Thy Husband formed hell. 


Satan with inſtruments of his 
May rage, yet dread no evil; 

So far as he a creature is, 
Thy Husband made the devil. 


His black temptations may afflict, 
His fiery darts annoy ; 

But all his works, and helliſh trick, 
Thy Huſband will deſtroy. 

Let armies ſtrong of earthly gods 
Combine with helliſh ghoſts, 

They live, or languiſh, at his nods; 
Thy Husband's Lord of hoſts. 


PART II, 


What can thee hurt? whom doſt thou fear? 


All things are at his call. 
Thy Maker is thy Husband dear, 
Thy Huſband all in all. 


What doſt thou ſeek ? what doſt thou want? 


He'll thy defires fulfil ; 


He gaye himſelf, what won't he grant? 


hy Husband's at thy will. 


The more thou doſt of him defire, 
The more he loves to give : 

High let thy mounting aims aſpire, 
Thy Huſband gives thee leave. 


The leſs thou ſeek'ſt, the leſs thou doſt 


His dounty ſet on high ; 
But higheſt ſeekers here do moſt 
Thy Husband glorify. 


Wouldſt thou have grace? Well; but tis meet 


He ſhould more glory gain. 
Thy Huſband ſays, AMEN. 


Wouldſt thou have Father, Son, and Sp'rit ? 


He'll 


yl 
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He'll kindly act the lib'ral God, 
Deviſing lib'ral things; 

With royal gifts his ſubjects load: 
Thy Husband's King of kings. 


No earthly monarch have ſuch ſtore 
As thou haſt ev'n in hand; 

But, O how infinitely more 
Thy Huſband gives on band! 


Thou haſt indeed the better part, 
The part will fail thee never : 

Thy Husband's hand, thy Husband's heart, 
Thy Huſband's all for ever. 


CE A NT CE 
GOSPEL SONNETS. 


PAT III. 


The BELIEVER'S RIDDLE: or, 
The MySTEAY of FAITH. 


The PREFACE, ſhewing the Uſe and Deſign 
of the RID DL E. 


EAD ER, the following enigmatic Song 
Does not to wiſeſt nat raliſts belong: 
Their wiſdom is but folly on this head ; 
They here may ruminate, but cannot read. 
For though they glance the words, the meaning chokes ; 
They read the lines, but not the paradox. 
The ſubject will, howe&er the phraſe be blunt, 
Their moſt acute intelligence ſurmount, 
If with their nat'ral and acquired fight 
They ſhare not divine evangelic light, 

Great wits may rouſe their fancies, rack their brains, 
And after all their labour loſe their pains : 
Their wiſe/t comments were but <witleſs chat, 
Unapt to frame an explication pat. 

No unregen' rate mortals beſt engines 
Can right unriddle theſe few rugged lines; 


Nor 
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Nor any proper notions thereof reach, 
Though ſublimated to the higheſt ſtretch. 
Maſters of reaſon, plodding men of ſenſe, 
M ho ſcorn to mortify their vain pretence, 
In this myſterious deep might plod their fill, 
It overtops the top of all their till. 
The more they vainly huff, and ſcorn to read, 
The more it does their fooliſh wit exceed. 
Thoſe finners that are ſandtify'd in part, 
May read this Riddle truly in their heart. 
Tea, weakeſt ſaints may feel its trueft ſenſe, 
Both in their ſad and feet experience. 
Do' nt overlook it with a rambling view, 
And raſh Suppoſe it neither good nor truc. 
Let Heav'n's pure oracles the truth decide; 
Renounce it, if it can't thy teſt abide. 
Noble Bereans [ron the ſenſe may hit, 
Who found the divine depth of ſacred writ ; 
Not by what airy carnal reaſon ſaith, 
But by the golden line of heav' n. ſpun faith, 
Let not the naughty phraſe make you diſprove 
The weighty maiter which deſerves your love. 
The ſubject treated may be nigſt prefound, 
Though word may rattle with a ruſtic ſound. 
High ſtrains would ſpoil the Riddles grand intent, 
To teach the weakeſt, moſt illit rate ſaint, 
That MAHANaim ts his proper name ; 
In whom two ſtruggling hoſts make bloody game. 
That ſuch may know, whoſe knowledge is but rude, 
How good conſiſts with ill, and ill with good. 
That faints be neither at their worſt nor beſt, 
Too much exalted, or too much depreſt. 
This paradox is fitted to diſcloſe 
The /kill of Lion's friends above her focs ; 
T9 diff rence, by light that heav'n tranſmits, 
Some happy fools from miſerable wits. 
And thus, if bleſi d, it may in ſome degree 
Make fools their wit, and wits their folly ſee. 
Slight not the Riddle then like jargon vile, 
Becauſe not garniſb'd with a pompous ſtile. 
Could th author act the lefty poets part, 
Ih make their ſonnets ſoar on wings of art, 
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He on his theme had bluſb'd to uſe his ſtill, 
And either clipt bis wings, or broke his quill, 
Why, this enigma climbs ſuch divine heights, 


4. ſcorn to be adorn'd with human flights. 


Theſe gaudy ſtrains would lovely truth diſgrace, 
As pureſt paint deforms a comely face. 

Heav'n's myſteries are *bove art's ornament, 
Inmenſely brighter than its brighteſt paint. 

No tow'ring lit rature could er outwit 

The plaineft diction fetch'd from ſacred writ ; 
By which mere blazing rbet'ric is outdone, 

As twinkling ſtars are by the radiant ſun. 

The ſearing orators, who can with eaſe 


Si rain the quinteſſence of hyperboles, 


And clothe the baręſt theme with pureſt dreſs, 
Might here expatiate much, yet ſay the leſs, 
If wi'th' majęſtical ſimplicity 
Of ſcripture-oret ry they diſagree. 

Theſe lines pretend not to affect the fly, 
Content among inglorious ſhades to lie, 
Provided ſacred truth be fitly clad, 


| Or glorious ſhine ev'n through the duſky ſhade. 


Mark then, though thou ſhould miſs the gilded ſtrain, 
If they a ſtore of golden truth contain: 

Nor under-rate a jewel rare and prime, 
Though wrapt up in the rags of homely rhime. 
Though haughty Deiſts hardly /toop to ſay, 
That nature's night has need of ſcripture-day ; 

Pet goſpel-light alone will clearly ſhew 

How ev' ry ſentence here is juſt and true, 

Expel the ſhades that may the mind involve, 

And ſoon the ſeeming contradiction ſolve. 

All Fatal errors in the world proceed 

From want of ſkill ſuch myſteries to read. 

Vain men the double branch of trade divide, 

Hold by the one, and ſlight the other fide. 
Hence proud Arminians cannot reconcile 

Freedom of grace with freedom of the will. 

The blinded Papiſt won't diſcern nor ſee, 

Hoto works are good or they juſtify. 

Thus Legaliſts diſtinguiſh not the odds | 

Between their hoamebred righteouſneſs and God's. 

VorL. X. U 
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Antinomiſts the ſaints perfection plead, 

Nor duly ſever 'tween them and their head. 

Socinians wwor't theſe ſeeming odds agree, 

How heav'n is bought, and yet ſalvation free, 

Bold Arians hate to reconcile or ſcan, 

Hoo Chriſt ig truly God, and truly man; 

Holding the one part of IMMANUEL's name, 

T he other part outrageouſly blaſpheme. 

T he found in faith no part of truth control ; 

Heretics own the half, but not the whole. 
Keep then the ſacred myſPry ſtill entire; 

To both the ſides of truth due favour bear, 

Not quitting one to hold the other branch ; 

But paſſing judgment on an equal bench. 

The Riddle has two feet, and, were but one 

Cut off, truth falling to the ground were gone. 

'T ts all a contradiction, yet all true; 

And happy truth, if verify'd in you. 

Go forward then io read the lines, but ſtay, 

To read the Riddle alſo by the way. 


The IL. 


8 Ber. 1. 


The Myſtery of the Saints PEDIGREE, and eſpecially of 
their Relation to CHRIS T's wonderful Perſon. 


Y life's a maze of ſeeming traps *, 
A ſcene of mercies and miſhaps ® ; 
A heap of jarring to-and-troes , 

A field of joys, a flood of woes J. 


a Joſh. xxiii. 13. And Joſhua ſaid, Know for a certainty, that the Lord 
your God will no more drive out any of theſe nations from before you ; but 
they ſhall be ſnares and traps unto you, and ſcourges in your 4des, and 
thorns in your eyes, Cc. Pfalm cxxiv. 7. Our ſoul is eſcaped as a bird out of 
the ſnare of the fowlers; the ſnare is broken, and we are eſcaped. : 

b Or miſeries, Lam. iii. 19. Remembering mine affliction and my miſery, 
the wormwood and the gall. Ver. 22. It is of the Lord's mercies that we arc 
not conſumed, becauſe his compaſſions fail not. Pſalm ci. 2. Iwill ſing of 
mercy and judgment: unto thee, O Lord, will I ſing. ; 

c Pſalm cii. 10. Thou haſt lifted me up, and caſt me down. Plalm, rx. 
23. I am toſſed up and down as the Jocuſt. : 

d Hab. iii. 17, 18. Although the fig-tree ſhall not bloſſom, neither ſhall 
fruit be in the vines, the labour of the olives ſh4ll fail, and the fields fhall 

yield no meat, the flock thall be cut of from the fold, and there ſhall be no 
herd in the ſtallis: yet I will rejoice iu the Lord, I will joy in the God of my 
ſalvation. N 
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I'm in my own, and others eyes, 

A labyrinth of myſteries e. 

l'm ſomething that from nothing came; 
Yet ſure it is I nothing ams. 


Once I was dead, and blind, and lame h, 
Yea, I continue ſtill the ſame i; 

Yet what I was, I am no more k, 

Nor ever ſhall be as before l. 


My father lives, my father's gone“, 
My vital head both loſt and won“. 
My parents cruel are and kind P, 

Ot one, and of a dift rent mind 4, 


c Iſa. viii. 18. Behold, I and the children whom the Lord hath given me, 
are for ſigns and for wonders in Iſrael; from the Lord of hoſts, which dwelleth 
in mount Zion. Zech. iii 8. Hear now, O Joſhua the high-pricſt, thou and 
thy fellows that fit before thee : for they are men wondered at, c. Pſalm 
Ixxi. 75. I am as a wonder unto many; but thon art my ſtrong tower. 

Gen. i. 1. In the beginning God created the heaven and the carth. Heb. 
xiii. 3. Through faith we underſtand that the worlds were framed by the 
word of God, ſo that things «hich are ſeen were not made of things which do 
appear. | 

* Iſa. xl. 1. All nations before him are as nothing, and they are counted 
to him leſs than nothing, and vanity. Dan. iv. 35. All the inhabitants af the 
* carth are reputed as nothing. 

| þ Eph. ii. 1. And you hath he quickened who were dead in treſpaſſes and 
fins, Rev. iii. 17. Becauſe thou ſayſt, 1 am rich, and increaſed with goods, 
and have need of nothing; and knoweſt not that thou art wretched, and mi- 
ſerable, and poor, and blind, and naked. Iſa xxxv. 6. Then thall the lame 
man leap zs an hart, and the tongue of the dumb fing: for in the wilderneſs 
of ſhall waters break out, and ſtreams in the deſert. 

i Rom. vii. 17. For we know that the law is ſpiritual: but I am carnal, 
ſold under fin. Ver. 24 O wretched man that I am! who ſhall deliver me 
from the body of this death ? 

kt Rom. vii. 17. Now then, it is no more I chat do it, but fin that dwel- 
leth in me. Ver. 20. Now, if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do 
it, but fin that dwelleth in me. John ix. 25. He [viz. the blind man] anſwer- 
ed and faid, Whether he be a ſinner ot no, I know not: one thing I know, 
that whereas 1 was blind, now I ſee. - 

| Rom. xi. 29. For the gitts and calling of God are without repentance. 
Jer. xxxii 40. And I will make an everlaſting covenant with them, that I will 
not turn away from them, to do them good; but 1 will put my fear ia their 
hearts, that they ſhall not depart from me, 

m IA ix. 6. His name ſhall be called—The everlaſting Father. Rev. i. 18. 
Jam he that liveth, and was dead; and behold, I am alive for evermore, 
Amen. . 

„ Hoſea xiv. 3. In thee the fatherleſs findeth mercy. Zech i 3. Your fa- 
thers, where arc they ? and the prophets, do they live for ever ? 

e 1 Cor. xv. 45. It is written, The firſt Adam was made a living foul, the 
laſt Adam was made a quicke»ing ſpirit, 

þ Plalm ciii. 13. Like as a father pitieth h's children: ſo the Lord pitieth 
them that fer him. Iſa. xlii. 27. Thy firſt father hath ſinned, and thy teach- 
as have tranſgieſſed againſt me. 

9 Job xxiii. 13 But he is in one mind, and who can turn him? and what 
his ſoul defireth, even that he doth. Rom. viii. 5. For they that are after 
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My father poiſon'd me to death ", ; 
My mother's hand will ſtop my breath '; 

Her womb, that once my ſubſtance gave, 

Will very quickly be my grave“. 


My ſiſters all my fleſh will eat *, 
My brethren tread me under feet“; 

My neareſt friends are moſt unkind , 

My greateſt foe's my greateſt friend . 


He could from feud to friendſhip paſs, 
Yet never change from what he was *. 
He is my Father, he alone, 

Who is my Father's only Son 7. 


the fleſh, do mind the things of the fleſh: but they that are after the Spirit, 
the things of the Spirit. Ver. y. Becauſe the carnal mind is enmity againſt 
God : for it is not ſubject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 

Rom v. 12. Wherefore, as by one man ſin entered into the world, and 
death by ſin; and ſo death paſſed upon all men, for that all have ſinned. 

Gen. iii. 16. Unto the woman he ſaid, I will greatly multiply thy ſor- 
ro, and thy conception: in forrow thou ſhalt bring forth children, Cc. 

s Pſalm cxlvi. 4. His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his carth : in that 
very day his thoughts periſh. Ecel. iii. 20. All go into one place; all are of 
the duſt, and all turn to the duſt again. 

t Job xvii. 14. 1 have ſaid to corruption, Thou art my father; and to the 
worm, Thou art my fiſter. Chap. zix. 26. And though after my ſkin; worms | n 
deſtroy this body, yet in my fleſh ſhall I ſee God. 

# Even in a moral ſenſe, Jer. xii. 10. Many paſtors have deſtroyed my vine- 0! 
yard, they have trodden my portion under foot, they have made my pleaſant 
portion a deſolate wilderneſs. Ezek. xxxiv. 18. Seemeth 3t a ſmall thing unto la 
vou, to have eaten up the good paſture, but ye muſt tread down with your h 
feet the reſidue of your paſtures? and to have drunk of the deep waters, but ye 
muſt foul the refidue with your feet. 

v Pſalm lv. 12, 13. For it was not an enemy that reproached me, then 1 v 
could have borne it; neither was it he that hated me, that did magnify himſelf 
againſt me, then I would have hid myſelf from him: But it was thou, a man, 
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mine equal, my guide, and mine acquaintance. Micah vii. 5, 6 Truſt ye a 
not in a friend, put ye not confidence in a guide: keep the doors of thy mouth 
from her that licth in thy boſom. For the ſon diſhonoureth the father, the C 


daughter riſeth up againſt her mother, the daughter-in-law againft her mothcr- 
in-law a man's enemies are the men of his own houſe. 


w Palm vii. 11. God is angry with the wicked every day. 2 Cor, v. 19. e 
God was in Chriſt, reconciling the world unto himſelf, not imputing their / t 
treſpaſſes unto them. 0 

x Mal. iii. 6. For I am the Lord, I change not: therefore ye ſons of Jacob 
are not conſumed. Hoſea xiv. 4. I will heal their backſlidiag, I will love t 
them freely ; for mine anger is turned away from him. ( 

John xx. 17. Jeſus ſaith unto her [viz. Mary], Touch me not: for I am t 


not yet aſcended to my Father: but go.to my brethreo, and ſay unto them, 

I aſcend unto my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God. ( 
If4. ix. 6. Unto us a Son is given—: and his name ſhall be called The ever- 
I fting Fa her. John i. 14. And the Word was made fleſh, and dwelt among \ 
us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, ( 
full of grace and truth. | 
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I am his mother's ſon *, yet more, 
A Son his mother a never bore; : 
But born of him b, and yet aver 
His Father's ſons my mother's were ©. 


I am divorc'd, yet marry'd ſtill d, 
With full conſent, againſt my will e. 
My Huſband preſent is , yet gone é. 
We differ much, yet {till are one b. 


He is the firſt, the laſt, the alli, 

Yet number'd up with inſeQs ſmall &. 

The firſt of all things l, yet alone 

The ſecond of the great three one w. l 


A creature never could he be, 
Yet is a creature ſtrange I fee *; 


z Song iii. 4. It was bnt a little that I paſſed from them, but I found him 
whom my ſoul loveth: I held him, and would not let him go, until 1 had 
brought him into my muther's houſe, and into the chamber of her that con- 
ecived me. Verſo 11. Go forth, O ye daughters ot Zion, and behold king 
Solomon with the crown wherewith his mother crowned him 1a the day of his 
eſpouſals, and in the day of the gladneſs of his heart. 

« Viz. his natural m«ther according 19 the fleſh, 

þ Johan i. 13. Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God. 

c Gal. iv. 26. But Jeruſalem which is above, is free, which is the mother 
of us all. 

4 Rom. vii. 4. Wherefore, my brethren, ye alſo are become dead to the 
law by the body of Chriſt; that ye ſhould be married to another, even to 
him who is raiſed from the dead. 

e Pſalm cx. 3. Thy people ſhall be willing in the day of thy power. 

7 — xxviii. 20. Lo, I am with you alway even unto the end of the 
world. 

John xiv. 2. I go to prepare a place for you. 

John xvii. 21. That they all may be one, as thou, Father, art in me, 
and I in thee; that they may be one in us. 

i Rev. i 11. Iam Alpha and Omega, the firſt and the laſt. Col. iii. 11, 
Chriſt is all, and in all. 

t Pſalm xxii. 6. But I am a worm, and no man. 

Col. i. x5, 16. Who is the image of the inviſible God, the firſt-born of 
every creature ; for by him were all things cr-ated that are in heaven, and 
that are in earth, viſible and inviſible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, 
or principalities, or powers; all things were created by him, and for him. 

» 1 John v. 5. For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, 
the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt: and theſe three are one. Matth. xzviii. 19. 
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Fa- 
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 

John i. r, 2, 3. In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. - The ſame was in the beginning with God, 
All things were made by him ; and withoat him was not any thing made that 
was made. Verſe 14. And the Word was made fleſh, and dwelt among us 
(and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father} 
full of grace and truth. 
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And own this uncreated One, 
The Son of man, yet no man's ſon . 


He's omnipreſent all may know Þ ; 
Yet never could be wholly ſo 4. 

His manhood is not here and there r, 
Yet he is God-man every where |. 


He comes and goes, none can him traces; 
Yet never could he change his place. 

But though he's good“, and every where, 
No good's in hell, yet he is there. 


I by him *, in him * choſen was , 

Yet of the choice he's not the caule * : 
For ſov'reign mercy ne'er was bought * 
Yet through his blood a vent is ſought b. 


o Matth. i. 23. Behold a virgin ſhall be with child, and ſhall bring forth a 
ſon, and they ſhall call his name Emmanuel, which heing interpreted, is, 
God with us. Luke i. 34, 35+ Then ſaid Mary unto the angel, How thall 
this be, ſeeing I know not a man? And the angel anſwered and ſaid unto 
her, The Holy Ghoſt ſhall come upon thee, and the power of The Higheſt 
ſhall overſhadow thee : therefore alſo that holy thing which ſhall be born of 
thee, ſhall be called the Son of God. 

p. Pſalm cxxxix. 5, 8, 9, 10. Whither ſhall J go from thy Spirit? or, whi- 
ther ſhall I flee from thy preſence? If I aſcend up into heaven, thou art there: 
if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there, If I take the wings of the 
morning, and dwell in the uttermoſt parts of the ſea: even there thall thy 
hand lead me, and thy right hand ſhall hold me. 

Luke xxiv. 6. He is not here, but is riſen. 

7 John xvi. 16. A little while and ye ſhall not ſee me: and again, a little 
while, and ye ſhall ſee me, becauſe 1 go to the Father. . | 

Matth. i 23. Sce letter o. Chap. xxviii. 20. Lo, I am with you alway 
even unto the end of the world. 

s John iii. 8. The wind hloweth where it liſteth, and thou heareſt the ſound 
.thereof, but canſt not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth : ſo is every 
one that is born of the Spirit. 

t Iſaiah Ixvi. 1. Thus ſaith the Lord, The heaven is my throne, and the 
earth is my footſtool : where is the houſe that ye build unto me ? and where 
is the place of my reſt ? 

1 Pſalm c. 5., The Lord is good; his mercy is everlaſting. 

v Pſalm cxxxix. 8. If 1 make my bed in hell, bchold, thou art there. 

w As God. x As Mediator. a 

Eph. i. 4 According as he hath choſen us in him, before the foundation 
of the world, that we ſhould be holy and without blame before him in !ove. 

z But himſelf the Father's firſt ele. Iaiah xlii. 1 Behold, my ſervant, whom 
J vphold; mine ele, in whom my ſoul delighteth. Matth. xi 18. Behold, 
my ſervant whom I have choſen, my beloved in whom my ſou! 1s well-plcaſed, 

a John iii. 16. God ſo loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, Cc. Rom. ix. 11. For the children being not yet born, neither having 
done any good or evil, that the purpoſe of God, according to election might 
ſtand, not of works, but of him that calleth. Verſe 13. Ir is written, Jacob 
have I loved, but Eſau have I hated. Verſe 15 God faith to Moſes, I will 
have mercy on whom I will have merey, and | will have compaſhon o whom 


] wil have compaſſion. 
b Rom. iii, 24, 25. Being juſlificd freely by his grace, through the redemp- 
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In him concenter'd at his death 

His Father's love ©, his Father's wrath da: 
Ev'n he whom paſſion never ſeiz'd e, 
Was then moſt angry, when moſt pleas'd *. 


juſtice requir'd that he ſhould die e, 
Who yet was flain unrighteoully *® ; 
And dy'd in mercy and in wrath, 

A lawful and a lawleſs death i. 


With him I neither liv'd nor dy'd, 

And yet with him was crucify'd &. 
Law-curſes ſtopt his breath, that he 
Might ſtop its mouth from curſing me!. 


»Tis now a thouſand years and moe 
Since heav'n receiv'd him; yet I know, 
When he aſcended up on high 

To mount the throne, ev'n ſo did I. 


tion that is in Jeſus Chriſt : whom God hath ſet forth to be a propitiation 
through faith in his blood, to declare his righteouſnets for the remiſſion of 
fins, Cc. Chap. v. 9. Being juſtified by his blood, we ſhall be ſaved from 
wrath through him. Verſe 21. That as fin hath reigned unto death, even fo 
might grace reign through righteouſneſs unto eternal life, by Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. 

c John x. 17. Therefore doth my Father love me, kecauſe I lay down my 
life, that I may take it again. 

d Ifaiah liii. 8. Yet it pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him, he hath put him to 
orief, 

„ Iſaiah xxvii. 4. Fury is not in me. 

f Rom. vii. 32. He ſpared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all. 
Eph. v. 2. Chriſt hath given himſelf for us, an oſſering and a ſacrifice to God 
tor a ſweet-ſmelling ſavour, 

g Heb. vii. 22. By fo much was Jeſus made a ſurety of a better teſtament. 
Chap. ix. 16. For where a teſtament is, there muſt alſo of neceſſity be the death 
of the teſtator. Verſe 22, 23. And almoſt all things are by the law purged 
with blood; and without ſhedding of blood there is ao remiſſion. It was 
therefore neceſſary that the patterns of things in the heavens ſhould be puri- 


fied with theſe ; but the heavenly things themſelves with better ſacrifices than 


theſe, 

Matth. xxvii. 4. I ' viz. Judas] have ſinned, in that I have betrayed the 
innocent blood. Verſe 23. And the governor ſaid, Why, what evil hach he 
done? But they cried out the more, Let him be crucified. 

i Acts ii. 23. jeſus of Nazareth, being delivered by the determinate counſel 
and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified 
and ſlain. Chap. iv. 27. For of a truth againſt thy holy child Jeſus, whom 
thou haſt anointed, both Herod aud Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and 
the people of Iſrael were gathered together, Cc. 

K Gal. ii. 20. I am crucified with Chriſt. 

I Gal. iii. 13. Chriſt hath redeemed us from the curſe of the law, being 
made a curſe for us: for it is written, Curſed is every one that hangeth upon a 
tree. 

m Col. iii. 1. If ye then be riſen with Chriſt, Cc. Heb. vi. 30. Whither 
the forerunner is for us entered, even leſus, Cc. 
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Hence, though earth's dunghill I embrace 
I fit with him in heav'nly place n. 

In divers diſtant orbs I move, 

Inthrall'd below, inthron'd above. 


"RY VET n 
The myſtery of the Saint's Life, Staic, and Frame. 


Y life's a pleaſure a, and a pain b; 
A real loſs, a real gain ©; 

A glorious paradiſe of joys d, 

A grievous priſon of annoys e. 


I daily joy, and daily mourn , 
Yet daily wait the tide's return 8: 
Then ſorrow deep my ſpirit chears, 
I'm joyful in a flood of tears h. 


n Eph. ii. 5, 6. Even when we were dead in fins he hath quickened us to- 
gether with Chriſt, and hath raiſed us up together, and made us fit together in 
heavenly places in Chriſt Jeſus. 

a Prov. iii. 17, Her ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her paths are 
peace. 

b Pſalm cxx. 5. Wo is me, that I ſojourn in Meſech, that I dwell ia the 
tents of Kedar. 

c Phil. iii. 7. But what things were gain to me, thoſe I counted loſs for 
Chriſt. Chap. i. 21, 22, 23, 24. For to me to live is Chriſt, and to die is gain. 
But if I live in the fleſh, this is the fruit of my labour: yet what I ſhal! chooſe, 
I wot not. Forl am in a ſtrait betwixt two, having a defire to depart, and to 
be with Chriſt ; which is far better : nevertheleſs to abide in the fleſh, is more 


needful for vou. 


d 1 Pet. i. 8. Whom having not ſeen, ye love; in whom though now ye ſee 


him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unſpeakable, and full of glory. 


e Pſalm cxlii. 7. Bring my ſoul out of priſon, that I may praiſe thy name. 

FI Pet. i. 6. Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a ſeaſon (if need 
be) ye are in heavineſs through manifold temptations. 1 Cor. i. 4. Who com- 
forteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which 
are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourſelves are comforted of 
God. Job xxx. 28. I-went mourging without the ſan, Cc. 

g Iſaiah viii. 17. And I will wait upon the Lord that hideth his face from 
the houſe of Jacob, and I will look for him. 

h Zeeh. xii. 10. And I will power upon the houſe of David, and upon the 
inhabitants of Jeruſalem, the Spirit of grace and of ſupplications, and they 
ſhall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they ſhall mourn for him, 
as one mourneth for his only ſon, and ſhall be in bitterneſs for him, as one 
that is in bitterneſs for his firſt- born. Ezek. xxxvi. 3r, 32. Then ſhall ye re- 
member your own evil ways, and your doings that were not good, and ſhall 
lothe yourſelves in your own ſight, for your iniquities and for your abomina- 
tions. Not for your ſakes do I this, faith the Lord God, be it known unto 
you: be aſhamed and confounded for your own ways, O honſe of [ſrael. 
Hoſ xii. 3, 4. He (viz. Jacob] toek his brother by the heel in the womb, and 
by his ſtrength he had power with God: yea, he had power over the angel, 
and prevailed : he wept and made ſupplication unto him: he found him ia 
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Good cauſe I have ſtill to be fad i, 
Good reaſon always to be glad k. 

Hence ſtill my joys with ſorrows meet 1, 
And (till my tears are bitter {weet ”. 


I'm croſs'd, and yet have all my will ®, 
'm always empty, always full“. 

| hunger now, and thirſt no more p, 
Yet do more eager than before 9. 


With meat and drink indeed I'm bleſt r, 
Yet feed on hunger, drink on thirſt . 


$ Bethel, and there he ſpake with us. Luke vii. 38. And {a woman that was 


a finger] ſtood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to waſh his feet with 
wars, and did wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kiſſed his feet, and 
anointed them with the ointment. Joha xx. 15, 16. Jeſus ſaith unto her, Wo- 


man, why weepeſt thou? whom ſeckeſt thou? She ſuppoling him to be the 


ardener, ſaith unto him, Sir, if thou haſt burne him hence, tell me where 
thou haſt laid him, and 1 will take him away. Jeſus ſaith unto her, Mary. 
She turned herſelf, and faith unto him, Rabboni, which is to ſay, Maſter. 
Ver. 20. Then were the diſciples glad whea they ſaw the Lord. 

i Rom. vii. 24. O wretched man that I am! who ſhall deliver me from the 
body of this death? 

t 2 Cor. ii 14. Thanks be unto God, which always cauſcth us to triumph 
in Chriſt, 

| 2 Cor. vi. ro as ſorrowful, yet always rejoicing. 

m Zech. xii. 10. Sec letter þ Palm cxxvi. 5. They that ſow in tears, ſhall 
reap in joy. Ita. Ixi. 2, 3. The Lord hath ſent me to comfort all that mourn: 
to appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for aſhes, 
the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praiſe tor the ſpirit of heavine ſs, Cc. 
Mat. v. 4. Bleſſed are they that mourn ; for they ſhall be comforted. 

» Luke xxii. 42 Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: 
neverthcleſs, not my will, but thine be done. Acts xxi. 14. And when he 
[ * Paul] would not be perſuaded, we ccaſed, ſaying, The will of the Lord 
be done. 

0 2 Cor. vi. 10.—as having nothing, and yet poſſeſſing all things. 

p John vi. 35. And Jeſus faid unto them, I am the bread of life: he that 
_ to me, ſhall never hunger: and he that believeth on me, {hall never 
thirtt N 

94 Plalm xlii. x, 2. As the hart panteth after the water-brooks, ſo panteth 
my foul after thee, O God. My ſoul thirſteth for God, for the living God : when 
ſhall I come and appear before God? And Ixiii. 1. O God, thou art my God, 
early will I ſeek thee : my ſoul thirſteth for thee, my fleſh longeth for thee in 


Ia dry and thirſty land, where no water is. And Ixxiii. 25. Whom have i in 


heaven but thee ? and there is none upon the earth that I deſire beſides thee. 
Ila. xv 8, 9. Yea, in the way of thy judgments, O Lord, have we waited tor 
thee; the deſire of our ſoul is to thy name, and to the rememberance of thee. 
Wich my ſoul have I deſircd thee in the night, yea, with my ſpirit withio me 
will I ſeek thee early. o 

John vi. 55. For my fleſh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. 

Job xxix. 2, 3, 4- Oh that I were as in months paſt, as in the Jays when 
God preſerved me : when his candle ſhined upon my head, and when by his 
licht I walked :hrough darkneſs: as I was in the days of my youth, when the 


ſecret of God was upon my tabernacle. Pal. Ixxvii. 10, 11, 12. | will re- 


member the years of the right-hand of the Moſt High. I will remember the 
works of the Lord: ſurely | will remember thy wonders of od I will medi- 
te allo of all hy work, and talk of thy doiugs. Song v. 8. I charge you, 
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My hunger brings a plenteous ſtore *, 
My plenty makes me hunger more *. 


Strange is the place of my abode, 
I dwell at home, I dwell abroad. 
I am not where all men me lee, 
But where I never yet could be“. 


I'm full of hell, yet full of heaven *; 
I'm ſtill upright y, yet {till uneven 2. 
Imperiect *, yet a perfect faint b; 

I'm ever poor ©, yet never want d. 


No mortal eye ſecs God and lives e, 
Yet fight of him my ſoul revives, 


O daughters of Jeruſalem, if 5 fad my Beloved, that ye tell him, that I an 
ſick of love. Chap. viii. r. O that thou wert as my brother, that ſucked the 
breaſts »f my mother! when I thould find thee without, I would kiſs thee; yea, 
1 ſhould not be deſpiſed. 

Matth. v. 6. Bleſied are they which do hunger and thirſt after righteoul. 
neſs ; for they (hall be filled. 

t 2 Cor. v. 2. For in this we groan earneſtly, deſiring to be clothed upon 
with our houſe which is from heaven. Phil. i. 23. For I am in a ſtrait betwixt 
two, having a deſire to depart, and to be with Chriſt; which is far better, &. 
Song ii. 3, 4, 5. I ſat down under his ſhadow with great delight, and bis fru! 
was ſweet to my taſte. He brought me to the banquetting-houſe, and his ban. 
ner over me was love. Stay me with flaggons, comfort me with apples; tor | 
am ſick of love. 

1 Job 1 iv. 19. How much leſs them that dwell in houſes of clay, whoſe foun- 
dation is in the duſt, which are cruſhed before the moth? Pal. xc. 1. Lord. 
thou haſt been our dwelling-place in alt generations. And xci. 
dwelleth in the ſecret places of the Moſt High, ſhall abide under the ſhaioy 
of the Almighty. 1 Joha iv. 16. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love, 
dwelleth in God, and God in him. 

v Iſa xxxi11. 16. He ſhall dwell on high; his place of defence ſhall be th: 
munition of rocks. Eph. ii. 5. And hath raiſed us up together, and made u 
ſit together ia heavenly places in Chriſt jcſas, 

w Eccl. ix. 3. The heart of the ſons of men is full of evil, and madneſs is is 
their heart while they live, and atter that they go to the dead. 

x Eph. iii. 17. And to know the love of Chriſt, which paſieth knowledge, 
that ye might be filled with all the fulncſs of God. 

„ Pfal xviii. 23 I was alſo upright before him: 
mine iniquity. 

z Ezek. xvii. 25. Hear, now, O houſe of Ifrael, Are not your waysunequal 

a Rev. iii. Be watchtul, and ieengthen the things that remain, which are ready 
to die: for I have not found thy works perfect before God. 

5 1 Cor ii. 6. Howhbeit we ſpeak wiſdom among them that are perfect, &. 

c Pal. xl. 17. But I am poor and needy, yet the Lord thiaxeth upon me. 

4 Pal. xxiii. 1. The Lord is my Shepherd I ſhall not want, And xxa1”. 1 
The young lions do lack and ſufler hunger: but they that ſeck the Lord thi 
not want any good thing. 

e Exod. xxxiii. 30 Aud he ſaid, Thou canſt not (ee my face: 
no man ſee me, and lire, | 
john vi. 40. And this is the will of him that ſent mie, that every one whid 
ſeeth the Son, and belicveth on him, may have everlaſting liſe. Chap. xx. # 
Thea were the diſciples glad when they ſaw the Lord, 
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[ live beſt whei: I fee molt bright 8; 

Yet live by faith, and not by fight b. 

I'm lib'ral i, yet have nought to ſpare ; 
Mot richly cloth'd , yet tript and bare“. 
My ſtock is riſen by my fall a; 

For, having nothing, I have all 9, 


I'm ſinful p, yet I have no ſin 4; 

All ſpotted o'er ©, yet wholly clean. 
Blackneſs and beauty both I ſhare, 

A helliſh black, a heav*nly fair“. 
They're of the devil, who fin amain * ; 
But I'm of God, yet {in retain * : 


2 Cor. iii, 18. But we all wich open face, beholding as in a glais the gl ry 


of the Lord, we are changed into the ſame image, from glory to glory, even 


a5 by the Spirit of the Lord. Chap. iv. 6. For God who commanded the 


lige to ſhine out of darkneſs, hath ſhined iato your hearts, to give the light of 


the knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of Jelus Chriſt. 
þ Gal. ii. 20. I am cructi.ed with Chriſt: Nevertheleſs I live; yet not l, but 


chriſt liveth in me: and the life which. now live in the flet;, 1 live by the 


faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himſelf for me. 2 Cor. 
v. 7. For we walk by faith, nat by fight. 

i Pal, xxxvii. 21. The wicked borroweth, and payeth not again: but the 
righteous ſheweth mercy, and giveth. 

| Zeph. iii. tz, I will alſo lcave in the midſt of thee an aſſlicted and poor 
people, and they ſhall truſt in the name of the Lord. 

| Ifa. Ixi. 10, I will greatly iejoice in the Lord, my ſoul ſhall be joyful in 
my God, for he bath clothed me with the garments of ſalvation, he hath co- 
vered me with the robe of rightcoutneſs, as a bridegroom decketh himſelf 
with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herſelf with her jewels. 

m Fzek. xvi. 7. I have cauſed thee to multiply as the bud of the field, and 
thou haſt increaſed and waxen great, and thou art come to excellent orna- 
ments: thy breaſts are faſhioned, and thine hair is grown, whercas thou waſt 
naked and bare, Rev. iii. 16. Becauſe thou ſayſt, 1 am rich, and ãnereaſed 
with goods, and have need of nothing; and knoweſt not that thou art wretch- 
ed, and miſerable, and poor, and blind, and naked. 

„Rom. viii. 28. And we know that all thiags work together for good, to 
them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpoſe. 

9 2 Cor. vi. 10,—as having nothing, and yet poſſeſſing all things, 

b Rom. vii. 14. For we know that the law is ſpiritual : but I am carnal, 
eld under fin. Ver. 24. O wretched man that I am, who ſhall deliver me 
from the body of this death! 

Num. xx111. 21. He hath not beheld iniquity ia Jacob, neither hath he 
ſeen perverfencts in Iſracl. 1 John iii. 9. Whoſoever is born of God, doth 
not commit ſin; for his ſced remaineth in him: and he cannot ſin becauſe he 
5 born of God. 

r Plal. xiv 3. They are all gone aſide, they are altogether become filthy ; 
there is none that doth good, no not one. 

Song iv. 7. Thou ait all fair, my love, there is no ſpot in thee. 

Song 1. 4. I am black, but comely, O ye daughters of Jeruſalem, as the 
tents of Redar, as the curtains of Solomon. Ver. 15. Behold, thop art fair, 
my love; behold, thou art fair, thou haſt doves eyes. 

r John ili. 8. He that committeth ſia, is of the devil; for the devil ſin- 
ucth from the beginning 

« 1 John i. 8, If we ſay that we have no fin, we deceive ourſelves, and the 
nuch is not in us. 


3 
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This traitor vile the thorne aſſumes, 
Prevails, yet never overcomes “. 


I'm without guile an Iſr'elite *, 

Yet like a guileful hypocrite y; 
Maintaining truth in th' inward part 2, 
With falſhood rooted in my heart. 


Two maſters, ſure, I cannot ſerve b, 
But mult from one regardleſs ſwerve; 
Yet felt is for my maſter known e, 
And Jeſus is my Lord alone d. 


I ſeek myſelf inceffantly e, 
Yet daily do myſelf deny f. 
To me ' tis lawful evermore 
Myſelf to love and to abhors. 


'v Rom. vii. 23. But I ſee another law in my members, warring againſt 
the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the Jaw of ſin which 
is in my members. 

ww Pal. Ixv. 3. Iniquities prevail againſt me: as for our tranſgreſſions, thou 
Malt purge them away Rom. vii. 14. For fin ſhall not have dominion over 
you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. 

x John i. 47. Jeſus ſaw Nathaniel coming to him, and faith of him, Behold 
an [ſraclite indeed, in whom there is ao guile. Pfal. xxxii. 2. Bleſſed is the 
man unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity, and in whoſe ſpirit there is 
no guile. | 

s Pral. xix. 12. Who can underſtand his errors? Cleanſe thou me from ſe- 
eret faults. 

z Plal. Ii. 6. Behold, thou deſireſt truth in the inward parts: and in the 
hidden part thou ſhale make me to know wiſdom. 

a Matth. xv. 19. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, 
adulteries, fornications, thefts, falſe witneſs, blaſphemics. 

Matth. vi. 24. No man can ſerve two maſters : for either he will hate the 
one, and love the other; or elſe he will hold to the one, and deſpiſe the other. 
Ye cannot ſerve God and mammon 

c Hol. x. 1. Iſrael is an empty vine, he bringeth forth fruit unto himſelf: 
accordiny to the multitude of his fruit, he hath increaſed the altars ; according 
to the goodneſs of his land, they have made goodly images. Matth. xvi. 24. 
Then ſaid Jeſus unto his diſciples, If any man will come after me, let him de- 
ry himſelf, and take up his croſs, and follow me. 

Ifa. xxvi. 13. O Lord our God, other lords beſides thee have had domini- 
on over us: but by thee only will we make mention of thy name. John u. 
28. And Thomas anſwered and faid unto him, My Lord, and my Gcd 

e ſames iv. 3. Ye aſk, and ye receive not, becauſe ye aſk amiſs, that pe 
may conſume it upon your luſts. Jer. xiv. 2, 5, Thus faith the Lord God of 
I1:.ci unto thee, O Biruch And ſeekeſt thou great things for thyſelf ? ſeck 
them not: for behold, I will bring evil upon all fleſh, ſaith the Lord: but thy 
lite will T give unto thee for a prey in all places where thou gocſt. 

F Matth. xvi. 24. See letter c 

Le. xix. 18. Thou ſhalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge againſt the 
children of my people, but thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf: I am the 
Lord. Eph. v. 29. For no man ever yet hated his own fleſh; but nouriſheth 
and cheriſheth it, even as the Lord the church. John xii. 25. He that loveth 
his life, ſhall loſe it: and he that hateth his life in this world, ſhall keep i! 

— * eternal. Job xlii 6. Wherefore I abhor myſelf, and repent in duſt 
aud aſhes. 


( 
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In this vain world I live, yet fee 
m dead to it, and it to me h. 
My joy is endleſs , yet at beſt 
Does hardly for a moment laſt *. 


SECT. V. 


Myſteries about the Saint's Work and Warfare, Sins, Sor- 
rows, and Joys. 


HE work is great I'm call'd unto , 

Yet nothing's left for me to do Þ? 
Hence for my work Heav'n has prepar'd 
No wages ©, yet a great reward d. 


To works, but not to working dead e; 
From ſin, but not from ſinning freed f. 


þ Col. iii. 3. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Chriſt in God. 
Gal. vi. 14. But God forbid that I ſhould glory, fave in the croſs of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and 1 unto the world. 

i john xvi. 22. And ye now theretore have ſorrow; but I will ſee you again, 
and your heart ſhall rejuice, and your joy no man taketh from you. 2 Theſſ. 
ii. 16. Now our Lord Jeſus Chiiit himſelf, and God even our Father, which 
hath loved us, and hath given us everlaſting conſolation, and good hope through 

race, Cc. 
1 + Pſalm xxx. 7. Lord, by thy favour thou haſt made my mountain to ſtand 
ſtrong: thou didſt hide thy face, and I was troubled. Iſaiah xlix. 13, 14. 
Sing, O heavens; and be joyful, O earth; and break forth into ſinging, 0 
mountains: for the Lord hath comforted his people, and will have mercy up- 
on his afflicted. But Zion ſaid, The Lord hath forſaken me, and my Lol 
hath forgotten me. 

a Phil. ii. 12. Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as 
in my preſence only, but now much more in my abſence; work out your own 
ſalvation with fear and trembling. 

b Phil. ii. 13. For it is God which worketh in you, both to will and to do 
of his good pleaſure. Lev. xx. 7, 8. Sanctify yourſelves therefore, and be ye 
holy: for I am the Lord your God. And ye ſhall keep my ſtatutes, and do 
them: I am the Lord which ſanctiſy you. 

c Rom. vi. 23. For the wages of fin is death: but the gift of God is eternal 
life, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Chap. xi. 6. And if by grace, then it is 
no more of works: otherwiſe grace is no more grace. But it it be of works, 
then it is no more grace: otherwiſe works is no more works. 

d Pſalm xix. 11. Moreover, by them, [wviz. the judgments of the Lord,] 
is thy ſervant warned: and in keeping them there is great reward. Pſalm 
Ivini. 11. Verily there is a reward for the righteous : verily he is a God that 
judgeth in the earth. 

e Rom. vii. 4. Wherefore, my brethren, ye alſo are become dead to the 
law by the body of Chriſt ; that ye ſhould be married to another, even to him 
who is raiſed trom the dead, that we ſhould bring forth fruit unto God. Gal. 
ji. 19. For I, through the law, am dead to the law, that I might live unto 
God. 

f 1 John i. 8. If we ſay that we have no ſin, we deceive ourſelves, and the 
truth is not in us. Chap. iii. 9. Whoſoever is horn of God, doth not commit 
ſin; for his ſecd remaincth in him: and he cannot fin, becauſe he is born of 
Cod. 
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I clear myſelf from no offence g, : 
Yet waſh my hands in innocence b. 


My Father's anger burns like fire ti, 
Without a ſpark of furious ire: 
Though ſtill my fins diſpleaſing be ! ; 
Yet {till I know he's pleas'd with me ®, 


Triumphing is my conſtant trade n. 
Who yet am oft a captive led * ; 

My bloody war does never ceaſe * ; 

Yet I maintain a ſtable peace 1. 


My foes aſſaulting conquer me, 

Yet ne'er obtain the victory * ; 

For all my battles loſt or won, 

Were gain'd before they were begun !. 


Pm ſtill at eaſe and ſtill oppreſt; 
Have conſtant trouble, conſtant reſt 5 ; 


g Rom. vii. 18. For I know, that in me, (that is, in my fleſh) dwelleth 
no good thing: for to will is preſent with me; but how to perform that which 
is good, I find not. 

þ Pſalm xxvi. 6. I will waſh mine hands in innocency : ſo will I compaſs 
thine altar, O Lord. 

i 1 Kings xi. 9. And the Lord was angry with Solomon, becauſe his heart 
was turned from the Lord God of Ifracl, which had appeared unto him twice. 

& Ifaiab xxvii. 4. Fury is not in me. Chap. liv. 9, 10. For this is as the 
waters of Noah unto me: for as | have ſworn that the waters of Noah ſhould 
no more go over the earth; ſo have | ſworn that I would not be wroth with 
thee, nor rebuke thee. For the mountains ſhall depart, and the hills be re- 
moved, but my kindneſs ſhall not depart from thee, neither ſhall the covenant 
of my picce be removed, faith the Lord, that hath mercy on thee. 

] Hab. i. 13. Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canſt not look 
on injquity. Jer. xliv. 4. Howbeit, I ſent unto all my ſervants the prophets, 
riſing eariy, and ſending them, ſaying, Oh do not this abominable thing that 
I hate. 

m Matth. iii. 17. And lo, a voice from heaven, ſaying, This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well-pleaſed. Rom v. 10. When we were enemies, we 
were reconciled to God by the death of his Son. 

# 2 Cor. ii. 14. Now, thanks be unto God, which always cauſe thus to triumph 
in Chriſt. 

o Rom. vii. 23. But I ſee another law in my members, warring agaiaſt the 
law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of ſin, whica is in 
my members. 

p Rom, vii. 23. See letter o. 1 Tim. vi. 12. Fight the good fight of faith, 
Cc. Gal. v. 17. For the fleſh luſteth againſt the Spirit, and the Spirit againſt 
the ficſh : and theſe are contrary the one to the other; ſo that ye cannot do 
the things that ye would. 

9 Rom. v. 1. Therefore being juſtified by faith, we have peace with God, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Ifaiah liv. 10 Sce letter k. 

r Rom vii. 23. See letter o. Chap. viii. 37. Nay, in all theſe things we are 
more than conquerors, through him that loved vs. 

£4 Cof. xv. 57. But thanks be to God, which givcth us the victory, through 
our Lord jeſus Chriſt. 
s 2 Cor, iv. 8, We are troublcd on every ſide, yet not diſtreſſed; we are 


i 
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Both clear and cloudy *, free and bound ; 
Both dead and living *, loſt and found“. 


Sin for my good does work and win * ; 
Yet 'tis not good for me to fin v. 

My pleaſure iſſues from my pain *; 
My loſſes (till increaſe my gain. 


I'm heal'd ev'n when my plagues abound b, 
Cover'd with duſt ev'n when Pm crown'd © : 
As low as death, when living high d; 

Nor ſhall I live, yet cannot die e. 


perplexed but not in deſpair, John xvi. 33. Theſe things I have ſpoken unto 
you, that in me ye might have piece. In the world ye ſhall have tribulation : 
but be of good chear, | have overcome the world. Ileb. iv. 3. For we which 
have believed, do enter into reſt. 

Zech. xiv. 6, 7. And it ſhall come to paſs in that day, that the light ſhall 
not be clear, nor dark. But it ſhall be one day, which ſhall be known to the 
Lord, not day nor night, but it ſhall come to paſs, that at evening-time it 
ſhall be light. Micah vii. 8. Rejoice not againſt me, O mine enemy : when 
J fall, I ſhall ariſe, when J fit in darkneſs, the Lord ſhall be a light unto me. 

u John viii. 36. If the Son therefore ſhall make you free, ye thall be free 
indeed. Acts xx. 23. The Holy Ghoſt witneſling in every city, ſaying, that 
bonds and affliftions abide me. 

* 2 Cor. vi. 9.—as dying, and behold, we live. Col. iii. 3. For ye are 
dead, and your life is, hid with Chriſt in God. 

w Matth. xviii. 1t. For the Son of man is come to ſave that which was loſt. 
Pſalm cxix. 196. I have gone aſtray like a loſt ſheep ; ſeek thy ſervant Phil. 
iii. 9. And be found in him, not having mine own righteouſneſs, which is of 
the law, but that which is through faith of Chriſt, the right:ouſneſs which is 
of God by faith. 

x Rom. viii. 28. And we know that all things work together for good, to 
them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpoſe. 
Chap. xi. 11. I fay then, Have they ſtumbled that they ſhould fall? God for- 
bid: but rather through their fall ſalvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to 
provoke them to jealouſy. 

y Ifalm Ixzxix. 31, 32. If they break my ſtatutes, and keep not my com- 
mandments, then will I viſit their tranſgreſſion with the rod, and their iniquity 
vith ſtripes. 

2 Pſalm cxix. 67. Before T was afflited, I went aſtray : but now I have 
kept thy word. Verſe 751. It is good for me that I have been aſſlicted: that 
might learn thy ſtatutes. James i. 2. My brethren, count it all joy when ye 
fall into divers temptations, 

a Matth. x. 39. He that loſeth his life for my ſake ſhall find it. Mark x. 39, 
30. And Jeſus anſwered and ſaid, Verily | fay unto you, There is no man 
that hath left houſe, or luethren, or ſiſtess, or father, or mother, or wife, or 
chiſdren, or lands, for my fake and the goſpel's, but he ſhall receive an hun- 
dred fold now in this time, houſes, and brethren, and fiſters, and mothers, 
and children, and lands, with perſecutions; and, in the world to come, eter- 
nal life, 

Rom. vii. 24, 25. O wretched man that I am! who ſhall deliver me from 
the body of this death? I thank God, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 

c Viz. with mercy, Job xlit. 5, 6. I have heard of thee by the hearing of the 
ear: but now mine eye ſceth thee. Wherefore, I abhor myſel?, and repent in 
duſt and aſhes. Ezck. xvi. 63. That thou mayſt remember and be confounded, 
and never open thy mouth any more becauſe of thy ſhame, when I am paciſicd 
toward thee for all that thou haſt done, ſaith the Lord God. 

d 2 Cor. vi. 9 —as dying, and behold, we live. 

e Heb, ix. 2y, Ic is appointed unto men once to die, John v. 24. Verily, 
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For all my ſins my heart is ſad, 

Since God's diſhonour'd ei, yet Pm glad, 
Though once I was a flave to fin 3, 
Since God does thereby honour win ®, 


My fins are ever in his eye i, 

Yet he beholds no fin in me“: 

His mind that keeps them all in ſtore, 
Will yet remember them no more!. 


Becauſe my ſins are great, I feel 
Great fears of heavy wrath ®z yet {till 
For mercy ſeek, for pardon wait, 
Becauſe my fins are very great u. 


verily I ſay unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that 
ſent me, hath everlaſting life, and ſhall not come not iuto condemnation ; 
but is paſſed from death unto lite. Chap. vi. 40. And this is the will of him 
that ſent me, that every one which ſceth the Son, and believerh on him, may 
have everlaſting life. Ver. 50, 51. This is the bread which cometh down 
from heaven, that a min may cat thereof, and not die. I am the living 
bread which came down from heaven: if any man cat of this bread, he ſhall 
live for ever: and the bread that I will give, is my fleſh, which I will give 
for the life of the world. | 

F Pſal. Ii. 4. Againſt thee, thee only have I ſinned, and done this evil in 
thy ſight. 

4 Rom xvi. 17. But God he thanked, hat ye were the ſervants of ſin; 
but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered 

ou. 

b Ifa. xliv. 23. Sing, O heavens; for the Lord hath done it; ſhout ye low- 
er parts of the earth : break forth into ſinging, ye mountains, O foreſts, and 
every tree therein: for the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified himſelf iu 
Iſrael. Eph. i 6. To the praiſe of the glory of his grace. Ver. 12. That we 
ſhould be to the praiſe of his glory. 

i Rev. iii 1. I know thy works, that thou haſt a name that thou liveſt, 
and art dead. Ver. ig. I know thy works, that thouart neither cold nor hot, 

& Numb. xxiii. 21. He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath he 
ſeen perverſeneſs in Iſrael. Song iv. 5. Thou art all fair, my love, there is 
no ſpot in thee.  Ezek. xvi. 14. And thy renown went forth among the hea» 
then for thy beauty: for it was perfect through my comelineſs which I had 
put vpon thee, ſaith the Lord God. 

I Ifa. xliii. 25. I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy tranſgreſſions for 
mine own fake, and will not remember thy fins. Jer. xxxi 4. I will forgive 
their iniquity, and I will remember their fin no more. Heb. viii. 12. I will 
be merciful to their unrighteouſneſs, and their ſius and their iniquities will I re- 
member no more. 

m Ezra ix. 13, 14. And after all that is come upon us for our evil deeds, 
and for our great treſpaſs, ſeeing that thou our God haſt puniſhed us leſs than 
our iniquities deſerve, and haſt giv'n us ſuch deliverance as this : ſhould we 
again break thy commandments, and join in aftinity with the people of theſe 
abominations ? wouldſt not thou be angry with us till thou hadſt conſumed 
us, ſo that there ſhould be no remnant nor eſcaping? Pal. xxxviii. :. 0 
Lord, rebuke me not in thy wrath : neither chaſten me in thy hot diſpleaſure. 

n Pal. xxv. 11. For thy name's ſake, O Lord, pardon mine iniquity : for 
it is great. Jer, xiv. 7 O Lord, though our iniquitics teſtify agaiuſt us, do 
thou it for thy name's ſake : for our backſlidings are many, we have ſinned 
againſt thee. 
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hope when plung'd into deſpair e, 
[ tremble when I have no fear p. 
Pardons diſpel my griefs and tears 4, 
And yet ditlolve my heart in tears“. 


er. N. 


Wyteries in Falrn's Extractions, Way and Walk, Pray- 
ers and Anſwers, Heights and Depths, Fear and Love. 


I' TH waſps and bees my buſy bill 

Sucks ills from good, and good from 1ll ® : 
Humil'ty makes my pride to grow, 
And pride aſpiring lays me low b. 


5 Rom. iv. 18. Who [ viz, Abraham] againſt hope believed in hope. 2 Cor. 
i. 6, 9. For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble which 
came to us in Aſia, that we were preſſed out of meaſure, above ſtrength, in- 
ſo much that we deſpaired even of life: but we had the ſentence of death in 
curſelves, that we ſhould not truſt in ourſelves, but in God which raiſeth the 
dead. 

þ Phil. ii. 2. Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed not as in 
my preſence only, but now much more in my abſence: work out your own 
ſalvation with fear and trembling. Luke i. 54+ That he would grant us, that 
ne being delivered out of the hands of our enemies, might ſerve him without 
tear, 

Matth. ix. 2. Jeſus ſaid unto the ſick of the palſy, Son, be of good cheer, 
thy fins be forgiven thee. 

r kzek. xxxVi. 25, 26. Then will I ſprinkle clean water upon you, and ye 
hall be clean: from all your filthinefs and from all your idols will I cleanſe 
you. A new heart alſo will I give you, and a new ſpirit will ] put within 
you; and I will take away the ſtony heart out of your fleſh, and I will give 
you an heart of fleſh. Ver. 31. Then ſhall ye remember your own evil ways, 
and your doings that were not good, and ſhall lothe yourſelves in your 
own fight, for your iniquities, and for your abominations. Chap. xvi. 63. 
That thou mayſt remember and be confounded, and never open thy mouth 
any more becauſe of thy ſhame, when I am pacificd toward thee for all that 
thou haſt done, ſaith the Lord God. 

a Rom. 11. 4. Or deſpiſeſt thou the riches of his goodn«fs, and forbearance, 
and long-ſuffering, not knowing that the goodneſs of God leadeth thee to re- 
pentance ? Chap. vii. 1,2. What ſhall we ſay then? Shall we continue ia ſin, that 
mace may abound ? God forbid: how ſhall we that are dead to fin, live any long- 
r therein ? Ver. 15. What then? ſhall we fin, becauſe we arc not under the law, 
but under grace ? God forbid. Chap. viii. 28. And we know that all things 
work together for good, to them that love God, to them who are called ac- 
wording to his purpoſe. Phil. i. 12. But I would ye ſhould underſtand, bre- 
ren, that the things which happencd unto me, have fallen out rather unto 
lie furtherance of the goſpel. Pal, cxix. 1. It is good ior me that 1 have 
wen afflicted : that I might learn thy ſtatutes, 

b z Cor. xii. 9. And leſt I ſhould be exalted above meaſure, through the 
wundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the fleſh, the 
neſſenger of Satan to buffet me, leſt 1 ſhould be exalted above meiſure. Prov, 
mr. 23. A man's pride ſhall bring him low: but honour ſhall vp!.cl4 the 
tumble in ſpirit 2 Chron. XIII. 26 Hezekiah humbled limf.lf {or the 
ride of his heart, (both he and the inhabitants of Jeruſalem), ſo that the 

'ath of the Lord came not upon them in the days of Hezekiah, 


YOL.. IX. X 
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My ſtanding does my fall procure e, 
My falling makes me ſtand more ſure d. 
My poiſon does my phylic prove e, 

My enmity provokes my love f. 


My poverty infers my wealth g, 

My ſickneſs iſſues in my health ®, 
My hardneſs tends to make me ſoft i, 
And killing things to cure me oft k. 


While high attainments caſt me down, 

My deep abaſements raiſe me ſoon '. 

My beſt things oft have evil brood em; 

My worlt things work my greateſt good u. 


c Pial xxx. 6, 7. And in my proſperity I ſaid, I ſhall never be moved. 
Lord, by thy favour thou haſt made my mountain to ſtand ſtrong ; thou didſt 
hide thy face, and I was troubled. 

4 Prov.xxiv.16 For a juſt man falleth ſeventimes, and riſeth up again, Pſal, 
XXxV1i. 24. Though he fall, he ſhall not be utterly caſt down: for the Lord 
upholdeth him with his hand. 

e 2 Cor. xii. 7, 8. And leſt I ſhould be exalted above meaſure through the 
abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the fleſh, 
the meſſenger of Satan to buffet me, leſt I ſhould be exalted above mea. 
ſure. For this thing I beſought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from 
me. Iſa, xxvii. 8, 9. In meaſure when it ſhooteth forth, thou wilt debate with 
it; he ſtayeth his rough wind in the day of the eaſt wind. By this theretore 
oy the iniquity of Jacob be purged, and this is all the fruit to take away his 

n. 

F Gal v. ry. The fleſh luſteth againſt the Spirit, and the Spirit againſt the 
fleſh. Ver 24. And they that are Chriſt's, have crucified the fleth, with the 
affections and luſts 
2 Rev. ii. 9. 1 know |thy poverty, but thou art rich. 2 Cor. xvi, 10.—: 
having nothing, and yet poſſeſſing all things 

i Matth. ix. 12. They that be whole need not a phyſician, but they that ate 
fick Ifa lvii. 1), 18. For the iniquity of his covetouſneſs was I wroth, and 
ſmote him: I hide me, and was wroth, and he went trowardly in the way ot 
his heart. I have ſeen his ways, and will hea! him; I will lead him alſo, and 
reſtore comforts unto him, and to his mourners. 

i I. Iziii. 1. O Lord, why haſt thou made us to err from thy ways? and 
hardened our heart from thy fear? Return for thy ſervants ſake, the trihes 0! 
thine inheritance. | 

t 2 Cor. i. 9. But we had the ſentence of death in ourſelves, that we ſhould 
not truſt in ourſelves, but in God which raiſeth the dead. Hof. v. 15. Iwill go 
and return to my place, till they acknowledge their oftence and ſeek my 
face: in their aflliction they will ſeek me cagly. Chap. i. 6. Come and 
Jet us return unto the Lord: for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath 
ſmitten, and he will bind us up. 

[ x Pet. v. 5, 6. Be ſubject one to another, and be clothed with humility: 
for God reſiſteth the proud, and giveth, grace to the humble. Humble your- 
ſelves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due 
time. Pſclm cxvi. 6. 1 was brought low and he helped me. 

m Pſal. xxx. 6, 7. And in my proſpe ity I ſhall never be moved. Lord, 
by thy lavour thou haſt made my mountain to ſtand ſtrong: thou didſt hice 
thy face, and I was troubled, Deut xxxii. 14, 15.' Butter of kin, and milk 
of ſheep, with fat of lambs, and rams of the breed of Baſhan, and goats, with 
the fat of kidneys of wheat, and thou didſt drink the pute blood of the grape. 
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My inward foes, that me alarm, 
Breed me much hurt, yet little harm o. 
| get no good by them *, yer ſee 
To my chief good they cauſe me flee b. 


They reach to me a deadly ſtroke 1, 

Yet ſend to me a living rock“. 

They made me long for Canaan's banks * ; 
Yet ſure I owe them little thanks. 


| travel *, yet ſtand firm and faſt u; 

| run”, but yet I make no haſte *, 

| take a way both old and new *, 
Within my ſight y, yet out of view“. 


put ſeſhurun waxed fat, end kicked: thou art wazen fat; thou art grown 
thick; thou art covered with fatneſs: then he forſook God which made him, 
and lightly eſteemed the Rock of his ſalvation. Pſalm cvi. 3. Our fathers un- 
derſtood not thy wonders in Egypt, they remembered not the multitude of thy 
mercies, but provoked him at the ſea, even at the Red-ſca. 

„ Pſalm xxx. 11. Thou haſt turned for me my mourning into dancing: thou 
ball put off my ſackcloth, and girded me with gladneſs. Rom. viii. 28. See 
letter a. 

fer. x. 19. Wo is me for my hut, my wound is grievous: but I ſaid, 
Truly this is a grief, and I muſt bear it. 1 Pet. iii. 13. And who is he that 
will harm you, if ye be followers of that which is good ? 

In themſelves, but much evil, 1 Pet ii. 11. Dearly beloved, I beſ-ech you 
35 ſtrangers and pilgrims, abſtain from fleſhly luſts, which war againſt the 
foul, James i. 14, 15. But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away by 
his own luſt, and enticed. Then when luſt hath conceived, it bringeth forth 
ſin; and fin when it is finiſhed, bringeth forth death. 

p Pſalm cxliii. 9. Deliver me, O Lord, from mine enemies: I flee unto thee 
to hide me. 

Rom. viii. 13. If ye live after the fleſh, ye ſhall die. 

r Pſalm xviii. 46, 47+ The Lord liveth, and bleſſed Le my rock: and let 
the God of my ſalvation he exalted. It is God that avengeth me, and ſub- 
ducth the people under me. | 

s Pſalm lv. 6. And I ſaid, O that I had wings like a dove ! for then would 
I fly away and be at reſt. And cxx. 5. Wo is me that I ſojourn in Meſech, 
that I dwell in the tents of Kedar, Rom. viii. 20,—-23 For the creature was 
made ſubject to vanity, not willingly, but by reafon of him who had ſubjec- 
ted the ſame in hope: becauſe the creature itſelf alſo ſhall be delivered from 
the bondage of corruption, into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 

For we know that the whole creation groancth, and travaileth in pain together 
until now; and not only they, but ourtelves alſo which have the firſt-fruits 
of the Spirit, even we ourſelves grone within ourſelves, waiting tor the adop- 
tion, to wit, the redemption of our body. 

t Heb xi. 13.—and confeſſed that they were ſtrangers and pilgrims on the 
earth. 

v 1 Cor. xvi. 13. Watch ye, ſtand faſt in the faith, quit you like men, be 
rong 

v Heb. xii. 1. Let vs run with patience the race that is ſet before us. 

w Ifa. xxviii. 16. He that believeth, ſhall not make haſte. 

x Jer, vi. 16. Thus ſaith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and fee and aſk 
for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk chere, and ve ſhall find 

ſ for your ſouls. Heb. x. 19, 20. Having therefore, brethren, boldneſs to 
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My way dircas me in the way a, 

And will not ſuffer me to ſtray b: 

Though high and out of fight it be, 

I'm in the way, the way's in me ©. 

"Tis ſtraight ©, yet full of heights and depths ©; 
I keep the way ', the way me keeps 8. 

And being that to which I tend, 

My very way's my journey's end b. 

When I'm in company I groan, 

Becauſe I then am molt alone i; 


enter into the holieſt by the blood of Jeſus, by a new and livin way, which 
he hath contecrated for us, through the vail, that is to ſay, his fleſh. 

7 1 Cor, x11. 12. For now we ſee through a glaſs, darkly ; but then face tg 
face : now I know in part; but then ſhail I know even as alſo J am known, 

z John xvi. 10. | go to my Father, and ye ſee me no more. 

a john xiv 6. Jeſus taith unto him, I am the way :—no man cometh unto 
the Father, but by me. 

þ Itaiah xlii. 16. And I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not; 
1 will lead them in paths that they have not known: I will make darkness 
light before them, and crooked things ſtraight. Theſe things will I do unto 
them, and not forſake them. Chap. Iv. 4 Behold, I have given him for 2 
leader and commander to the people. 

c Tiaiah xxxv. 8. And an high-way ſhall be there, and a way, and it ſhall 
be called the way ot holineſs ; the unclean ſhall not paſs over it, but it ſhall 
be for theſe : the wayfaring men, though fools, ſhall not err therein. John 
xv 4. Abide in me, and I in you. Chap. xvii. 23. I in them, and thou in 
me, that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know 
that thou haſt ſent me, and haſt loved them, as thou haſt loved me. Verſe 26. 
And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the love 
wherewith thou haſt loved me, may be in them, and I in them. 

d Matth. iii. 3. This is he that was ſpoken of by the prophet Eſaias, ſaying, 
The voice of one crying in the wilderneſs, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 
make his paths ſtraight. 

e Iſaiah xl. 3,4. The voice of him that crieth in the wilderneſs, Prepare 
ye the way of the Lord, make ſtreight in the deſart a high-way for our God. 
Every valley ſhall be exalted, and every mountain and hill ſhall be made low: 
and the crooked ſball be made ſtreight, and the rough places plain, Chap. 
xlii. 16. Sce letter 5. Pſalm Ixxvii 23. Thy way, O God, is in the ſanctuary, 
Verſe 19. Thy way 15 in the ſea, aud thy path in the great waters, and thy 
footſteps arc not known, | 

f Palm xxxvii. 34. Wait on the Lord, and keep his way, and he ſhall elt 
thee to inherit the land. 

£ Pialm cxxi. 3, 4. He will not ſuffer thy foot to he moved: he that keep- 
eth thee will not flumber. Behold, he that keepeth 1ſracl, ſhall neither flum- 
ber nor ſleep. 

þ Heb. Xii. 22, 23, 24 But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the 
city of the living God, the h:avenly Jeruſalem, and to an innumerable com- 
pauy of angels, to the general aſſembly and church of the ſirſt- born, which are 
written in heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the ſpirits of juſt meu 
made perfect, and to Jeſus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blcod 
of ſprinkling, that ipeaketh better things than that of Abel. 1 '1hefl, iv. 17+ 
Then we which are alive and remain, ſhall be caught up together with then 
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air : and fo thall we ever be with the 
Lord. 

i Song i y. Tell me, O thou whom thy ſoul loveth, where thou feedel, 
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Yet, in my cloſeſt ſecrecy, 

'm joyful in my company“. 

m heard afar , without a noiſe ; 
[ cry without a lifted voice“: 

Still moving in devotion's ſphere “, 
Yet ſeldom ſteady perſevere ?, 


l'm heard when anſwer'd ſoon or late“, 
And heard when I no anſwer get 1; 

Yea, kindly anſwer'd, when refus' d* 
And friendly treat when harſhly as'd | 


My fervent pray'rs ne'er did prevail „ 
Nor c'er of prevalency fall *. 


where thou makeſt thy flock to reſt at noon : for why ſhould I be as one that 
turneth aſide by the flocks ot thy companions ? 

Song vii. 11, 12. Come, my beloved, let us go forth into the field: let us 
lodge in the villages. Let us get up early to the vineyards ; let us fee if the vine 
louriſh, whether the tender grape appear, and the pomegrauates bud forth: 
there will I give thee my loves. 

| Palm xx. 6. Now know [, that the Lord ſaveth his anointed : he will hear 
him from his holy heaven, with the ſaving ſtrength of his right-hand 

m 1 Sam i. 13.— 15. Now Hannah, ſhe ſpake in her heart, only her lips 
moved, but her voice was not heard: therefore Eli thought ſhe had been 
drunken. And Eli ſaid unto her, How long wilt thou be drunken ? put away 
thy wine from thee. And Hannah anſwered and faid, No, my lord; I am 2 
women of a ſorrowful ſpirit : I have drunk neither wine, nor ttrong drink, 
but have poured out my ſoul hefore the Lord. 

1 1 Theſſ. v. 17. Pray without ceaſing 

9 Hoſea vi. 4. 0 .Eptiraim, what ſhall I do unto thee? O Judah, what 
ſhall I do unto thee ? for your goodneſs is as a morning cloud, and as the carly 
dew it goeth away. 

b Iſaiah xlix. 8. Thus faith the Lord, In an acceptable tirze have I heard 
thee, and in a day of ſalvation have I helped thee. 

9 Matth. xxvi. 39. And Jeſus went a little further, and fell on his face, 
and prayed, ſaying, O my Father, if it be poſſible, let this cup paſs from me: 
nevertheleſs, not as I will, but as thou wilt. 

r Pfalm xxii. 1,—3. My God, my God, why haft thou forfaken me? why 
art thou ſo far from helping me, and from the words of my roaring? O my 
God, I cry in the day-time, but thou heareſt not; and in the night-ſeaſon. 
and am not ſilent. But thou art holy, O thou that inhabiteſt the praiſes of 
Iſrael. 

F Heb. xii. 5,—10. And ye have forgotten the exhortation which ſpeakech 
unto you as unto children, My fon, deſpiſe not thou the chaſtening of the 
Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him. For whom the Lord loveth, 
he chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth every ſon whom he receiveth. It ye endure chaſ- 
tening, God deateth with you as with fons : for what ſon is he whom the fa- 
ther chaſteneth not? But it ye be without chaſtiſement, whereof all are partak- 
ers, then are ye baſtards, and not ſons. Furthermore, we have had tathers 
of our fleſh, which corrected us, and we gave them reverence : hall we not 
much rather be in ſubjection unto the Father of ſpirits, and hve? For they 
verily for a few days chaſtened vs after their own pleature; but he for our pro- 
fit, that we might be partakers of his holinets. 

s Dan. ix. 18, 19 O my Gel, incline thine ear, and hear; open thine eye* 
and behold our dcſolations, and the city which is called by thy name: for w- 
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I wreſtle till my ſtrength be ſpent u, 
Yet yield when ſtrong recruits are ſent *. 


J langutth for my Husband's charms , 
Yet faint away when in his arms *. 

My {weeteſt health does ſickneſs prove; 
When love me heals, I'm ſeek of love ?. 


I am moſt merry when I'm ſad * ; 
Mott full of ſorrow when I'm glad a: 
Moſt precious when I'm mot vile b, 
And molt at home when in exile e. 


do not preſent our ſupplications before thee for our righteouſneſſes, but for 
thy great mercies. O Lord, hear; O Lord forgive; O Lord, hearken and do; 
deter not, for thine own fake, O my God: for thy city, and thy people are 
called by thy name. 

t James v. 16. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much, 

u Gen. xxxii. 24, 25. And Jacob was left alone: and there wreſtled a man 
with him until the breaking of the day. And when he ſaw that he prevailed 
not againſt him, he touched the hollow of his thigh : and the hollow of Jacob's 
thigh was out of joint, as he wreſtled with him. , 

v Pſalm cxxxvin. 3. In the day when I eried, thou anſweredſt me: and 
ſtrengthenedſt me with ſtrength in my ſoul. Gen. xviii. 32, 33. And he ſaid, 
O let not the Lord be angry, and I will ſpeak yet but this once : peradventure 
ten ſhall be found there. And he ſaid, I will not deſtroy it for ten's ſake. And 
the Lord went his way, as ſoon as he had left communing with Abraham : and 
Abraham returned unto his place. 

Ww Pfalm Ixiii. 2. My fleſh longeth to ſee thy power and thy glory, ſo as I 
have ſeen thee in the ſanctuary. And xxvii. 4. One thing have I deſired of the 
Lord, that will I ſeek after, that I may dwell in the houſe of the Lord all the 
days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in his 
temple, 

1 i. 17. And when I ſaw him, I fell at his feet as dead: and he laid his 
right-hand upon me, ſaying unto me, Fear not; I am the firſt and the laſt. 

„ Song ii. 4, 3. He brought me to the banquetting-houſe, and his banner 
over me was love. Stay me with flaggons, comtort me with apples; for I am 
fick of love. 

2 2 Cor. vii. 10. For godly ſorrow worketh repentance unto ſalvation not to 
be repented of, Eccl. vii. 3. Sorrow is better than laughter; for by the ſadneſs 
of the countenance the heart is made better, 

4 Prov. xiv. 13. Even in laughter the heart is ſorrowful; and the end of 
that myrth is heavineſs. 

þ Job xl. 4. Bchold, IT am vile! what ſhall I anſwer thee ? I will lay mine 
hand upon my mouth. Chap. xlii.5, 6 1 have heard of thee by the hearing 
of the ear: but now mine eye ſeeth thee, Wherefore I abhor myſelf and re- 
pent in duſt and aſhes. Jer. xxxi. 18,—20. I hive ſurely heard Ephraim be- 
moaning himſelf thus, Thou haſt chaſtiſed me, and I was chaſtiſed, as a bul- 
lock unaccuſtomed to the yoke: turu thou me, and I will be turned ; for thou 
art the Lord my God Surely after that | was turned, I repented ; and after 
that I was inſtructed, 1 ſmote upon my thigh : I was aſhamed, yea, even 
confounded, becauſe 1 did bear the reproach of my youth. Is Ephraim my 
dear ſon ? is he a pleaſant child? for fince I ſpake againſt him, I do earneſlily 
remember him (till : therefore my bowels are troubled for him; I will ſurcly 
have mercy upon him, ſaith the Lord. E 

c Ezek. i. 1. Now it came to pals in the thirticth year, in the fourth month, 
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My baſe and honourable birth 


Excites my mourning and my mirth 9. 
'm poor, yet ſtor'd with untold rent e; 
Moſt weak, and yet omnipotent !. 


On earth there's none ſo great and high, 
Nor yet ſo low and mean as I": 

None or ſo fooliſh ', or ſo wiſe ©; 

So olten fall, ſo often riſe !. 


in the fifth day of the month, (as I was among the captives by the river ot 
Chebar,) that the heavens were opened, and I faw viſions of God. Rev. i. 
9, 10. I John, who alſo, am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and 
in the kingdom and patience of Jeſus Chriſt, was in the iſle that is called Pat- 
mos, for the word of God, and for the teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt. I was in 
the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trum- 
pet, &c. John xvi. 32. Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that 
ye ſhall be ſcattered, ever man to his own, and thall leave me alone: aud 
yet | am not alone, becauſe the Father is with me. 

d Ezck. xvi. 3, 4+ Thus ſaith the Lord God unto Jerufalem, Thy birth, 
and thy nativity is of the land of Canaan; thy Father was an Amorite, and thy 
mother an Hittite. And as for thy nativi:” in the day thou waſt born, thy 
navel was not cut, neither waſt thou waſhed in water to ſupple thee : thou 
waſt not ſalted at all, nor ſwaddled at all. John i. 13. Which werg born, 
not of blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 
Palm li. 5. Behold, I was ſhapen in iniquity : and 1a fin did my mother con- 
ceive me. 1 Pet. 1. 3. Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
which according to his abundant mercy, hath begotten us again unto a lively 
hope, by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt from the dead. 

e Rev. iii. 17, 18. Becauſe, thou ſayeſt I am rich, and increaſed with goods, 
and have need of nothing; and knoweſt not that thou art wretched, and mi- 
ſcrable, and poor, and blind, and naked. I counſel thee to buy of me gold 
tried iu the fire, that thou mayſt be rich; and white raunent, that thou mayſt 
be clothed, and that the ſhame ot thy nakedneſs do not appear; and anoint 
thine eyes with eyc-falve, that thou mayſt fee. Eph. iii. 8. Unto me who am 
leſs than the leaſt of all ſaints, is this grace given, that 1 ſhould preach ameng 
the Gentiles the unſcarchable riches of Chriſt. 

John xv. 5- Without me ye can do nothing. Phil. iv. 13 I can do all 
things through Chriſt which ſtreugtheneth me 

g Pſalm xvi 3. But to the ſaints that are in the earth, and to the excellent 
in whom is all my delight. Iſaiah xliii. 4 Since thou waſt precious in my fight, 
thou haſt been honourable, and I have loved thee; therefore will I give men 
tor thee, and pevple tor thy life. 

„ Eph iii. 8. See letter e. 1 Tim. i 15. This is a faithful faying, and 
worthy of all acceptation, that Chriſt jeſus came into the world to fave ſinners; 
of whom I am chief 

i Pſalm, Ixxiii. 22. So fooliſh was I and ignorant: I was as a beaſt before 
thee. Vrov. xxx. 2, 3. Surcly I am more brutiſh than any man, and have not 
the underſtanding of a man. | neither learned wiidom, nor have the know- 
ledge of the holy 

t 1 Cor i 30 But of him are ye in Chriſt Jeſus, who of God is made unte 
us wiſdom, Cc. Matth. xi. 25, 26 At that time Jeſus an'wered and 14, 1 
thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, becadt thou haſt hid t ſe 
things from the wite and prodent, and haſt reavealed them nato babes. Even 
fo, Father, for io it ſeemed good in thy fight. Chap. xiii. xx Jeſus ntwered 
and (aid unto them, Becanſe it is siven unto you to know the myſteries ot the 
kingdum of heaven, but to them it is uot even. 

Prov. xxiv, 16. A juſt man talleth ſeven times, and riſech up again. 
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ſceing him I never ſaw , 

Serve without fear, and yet with awe n. 
Though love, when perfect, tear remove“; 
Yet moll I tear when mott 1 love b. 


All things are lawtul unto me, 

Yet many things unlawtul be * : 

To ſome | perteQ hatred bear !, 

Yet keep the law of love entire“. 

I'm bound to love my friends t, but yet 
] ſin unleſs 1 do them hate u: 

1 am oblig'd to hate my toes , 


Yet bound to love and pray for thoſe . 


om 1 Pet. i 8. Whom having not ſcen, ye love; in whom though now 
ye ſee him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unſpeakable, and full of 
glory. Heb. x1. x. Now faith is the ſubſlance of things hoped for, the evi- 
dence of things not ſeen. 

Luke i. 574. That he would grant unto us, that we being delivered out 
of the hand of our enemies, mi. ht terve him without fear. Heb. xii. 28. 
Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace 
whereby we may ſcrve God acceptably, with revercnce and godly fear. 

o 1 John iv. 18. There is no tear in love; but pertect love eaſteth out fear: 
becauſe tear hath torment : he that tearcth, is not made perfect in love. 

b Jer. xxxin. 9. And it ſhall he to me a name of joy, of praiſe, and an ho- 
nour beforc all the nations of the earth, which ſhall hear all the good that I 
do unto them: and they ſhall fear and tremble tor all the goodneſs, and for 
all the proſperity that I procure unto it. Hoſea iii. 8. Afterwards ſhall the 
children of Itrael return, and ſeek the Lord their God, and David their king; 
and ſhall fear the Lord, and his gooducſs in the latter days. 

f 1 Cor. vi. 12. All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expe- 
dient: all things arc lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power 
of any. 

r Exod. Xx. 1,—19. And God ſpake all theſe words, ſaying, I am the Lord 
thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the houſe 
of bondage. Thou ſhalt have no other gods before me, Cc. 

Fs Pſalm cxxxix. 27, 22. Do not J hate them, O Lord, that hate thee ? and 
am not I grieved with thoſe that rite up againſt thee ? I hate them with perfect 
hatred : I count them mine enemies 

s 2 Chron. xix. 2. And Jchu the ſon of Hanani the ſeer, went out to meet 
him, and faid to king Jehoſhaphat, Shouldſt thou help the ungodly, and love 
them that hate the Lord? therefore is wrath upon thee from before the Lord. 

t Lev. xix. 18. Thou ſhall not avenye, nor bear any grudge againſt the 
children of thy people; but thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf: I am 
the Lord. 

u Luke xiv. 26. If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mo- 
ther, and wife, and children, and brethreu, and liſters, yea, and his own lite 
alſo, he cannot be my diſciple. | 

V Viz. As they are the foes of Grd. Judg. v. 31. So let thine enemies periſh, 
O Lord: but let them that love him, be as the fun when he gocth forth in his 

might. Pſalm xvii. 13, 15. Ariſe, 0 Lord, diſappoint kim, caſt him down: 
deliver my ſoul from the wicked, which is thy ſword : from men which are thy 
hand, O Lord, from men of the world, which have their pertion in this lite, 
and whoſe belly thou filleſt with thy hid treaſure : they are full of children, 
and leave the reſt of their ſubſtance to their babes. 

Matth. v. 44. But I ſoy unte vou, Love vouc encimics, bleſs them thet 
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Heart-love to man I'm call'd t* impart, 
Yet God ſtill calls for all my heart “. 
do him and his ſervice both 

By nature love , by nature lothe “. 


S E:C:T. V. 


Myferies about I _ and Spirit, Liberty and Bondage, 
Life and Death. 


UCH like my heart both falſe and true ?, 
| have a name both old and new b. 

No new thing is beneath the fun ©; 

Yet all is new, and old things gone 4. 


Though in my fleſh dwells no good thing ©, 
Yet Chriſt in me I joyful ſing *, 


curſe you, do good them that hate yon, and pray for them which deſpitefully 
uſe you, and perſecute you. 

xr Matth. xix. 19. Jeſus ſaith unto him, Thou ſhalt love thy neighhour as 
thyſelf, Chap. ii. 37. Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
ind with all thy ſoul, and with all thy mind. 

i John v. 2. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we 
lore God and keep his commandments. 

z Rom. viii. 5. The'carnal mind is enmity againſt God: for it is not ſuh- 
ect to the law of God, neither indeed can be. Col. i. 21. And you that were 
{ metime alienated, and enemics in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath 
he reconciled. 

« Jer, xvii. 9. The heart is deceitful above all things, and deſperately wie- 
ked, who can know it. Heb. x. 22. Let us draw near with a true heart, in 
tull afſurance of faith, having our hearts ſprinkled from an evil conſcience, 
and our bodies waſhed with, pure water. 

Rom ix. 25, 26. As he ſaith alſo in Ofce, I will call them my people, 
which were not my people; and her, heloved, which was not beloved. And 
it ſhall come to paſs, that in the place where it was ſaid unto them, Ye are not 

my people; there ſhall they be called, The children of the living God. Rev. 
1.17. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit ſaith unto the church- 
8. To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidderr manna, and 
will give him a white ſtone, and in the ſtone a new name written, which no 
man knoweth, ſaving he that receiveth it. Chap. iii. 12. Him that over- 
cometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he ſhall go no more 
out : and I will write upon him the name of my God; and the name of the 
ty of my God, which is new ſeruſalem, which cometh down out of heaven 
from my God, and I will write upon him my new name. 

c Eecl. i. 9. The thing that hath been, it is that which ſhall be; and that 
which is done, is that which ſhall be done: and there is new no thing under 
the ſun. 

4 2 Cor. v. 17. If any man he in Chriſt, he is a new creature : old things 
we paſt away; behold, all things are become new. Rev. xxi. 5. And he that 
lat upon the throne, faid, Behold, I make all things new. 

e Rom. vii. 18. For I know, that in me, (that is, in my fleſh) dwelleth no 
good thing: for to will is preſent with me, but how to perform that which is 
good, I find not. 

Col. i. 27. To whom God would make known what is the rickes of the 
Rory of this myſtcry among the Gentiles ; which is Chriſt in you, the hope 
ot glory. 
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Sin I confeſs, and I deny: 

For, though I fin, it is not I 5. 

J fin againſt, and with my will h; 

I'm innocent, yet guilty ſtilli. 
Though fain I'd be the greateſt faint x, 
To be the leaſt I'd be content l. 


My lowneſs may my height evince m, 
I'm both a beggar and a prince n. 
With meaneſt ſubjects I appear e, 
With kings a royal ſceptre bear b. 


Rom. vii. 14,—20. For we know that the law is ſpiritual : but I am car- 
nal, ſold under ſin. For that which 1 do, I allow not : for that I would, that 
I do not; but what I hate that do I. If then I do that which I would not, ] 
conſent unto the law, that it is good. Now then, it is no more I that do it, 
but ſin that dwellerh in me. For I know, that in me, (that is, in my fleſh) 
dwelleth no good thing : for to will is preſent with me, but how to perform 
that which is good, I find not. For the good that I would, I do not: but the 
evil which I would not, that I do. Now, if I do that I would not, it is no 
more I that do it, but fin that dwelleth in me. 1 John ii. 9. Whoſoever is 
born of God, doth not commit fin ; for his ſeed remaincth in him: and he 
cannot fin, becauſe he is born of God. 

h Rom. vii. 21,25. I find then a law, that when I would do good, evil 
is preſent with me. For I delight in the law of God, after the inward man, 
But I ſee another law in my members, warring againſt the law of my mind, 
and bringing me into captivity to the law of ſin, which is ig my members. 
O wretched man that I am! who ſhall deliver me from the body of this death 
I thank God, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. So then, with the mind I my- 
ſelf ſerve the law of God; but with the fleſh the law of fin. 

i Pſal. xix. 13 Keep back thy ſervant alſo from preſumptuous ſins, let them 
not have dominion over me: then ſhall I be upright, and I ſhall be innocent 
from the great tranſgreſſion And cxxx. 3. If thou, Lord, ſhould mark ini- 
quities; O Lord, who ſhall ſtand ? 

t Pfal. xxvii. 4. One thing have I defired of the Lord, that will I ſeek at- 
ter, that I may dwell in the houſe of the Lord all the days of my life, to be- 
hold the beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in his temple. 

I Pfal. Izxxiv. 10. For a day in thy courts is better than a thouſand : TI had 
rather be a door-keeper in the houſe of my God, than to dwell in the tents ot 
wickedneſs. 

m Job v. 11. To ſet up on high thoſe that be low; that thoſe which mourn 
may be exalted to ſafety. 

n 1 Sam. ii. 8. The Lord raiſeth up the poor out of the duſt, and liſteth up 
the beggar from the dunghill, to ſet them among princes, aud to m.ke them 
inherit the throne of glory ; for the pillars of the earth are the Lord's, and he 
hath ſet the world upon them. Gen. xxxii. 28, And the angel ſaid, Thy name 
ſhall be called no more Jacob, but Iſracl : for, as a priace thou haſt power 
with God and with men, and haſt prevailed. Rev. i. 5, 6. Unto him that 
loved us, and waſhed us from our ſins in his own blood, and hath made us 
kings and prieſts unto God; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever: 
Amen. 

o Phil. ii. 10. That at the name of feſus every knee ſhould bow, of things 
in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth. Heb. i 6. Aud 4. 
gain, when he bringeth the firſt-begotten into the world, he faith, And let all 
the angels of God worſhip him. 

p Rev, ii. 26, 25. And he that overcometh, and keepeth my words unto the 
end, to him will I give power over the nations: (and he ſhall rule them 
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I'm both unfetter'd and involv'd 4; 
By law condemn'd, by law abſolv'd”. 
My guilt condignly puniſh'd lee, 

Yet I the guilty wretch'd go free“. 
My gain did by my loſs begin-; 

My righteouſneſs commenc'd by ſin“; 
My perfect peace by bloody ſtrife ” ; 
Life is my death, and death my lite “. 


Pm (in this preſent life I know) 

A captive and a free-man too *; 

And though my death can't ſet me free, 
It will perfect my liberty ?. 


I am not worth a duſty grain, 
Yet more than worlds of golden gain; 


with a rod of iron: as the veſſels of a potter ſhall they be broken to ſhivers) 
even as I received of my Father. 

q Pſal. cxvi. 16. Oh, Lord, truly I am thy ſervant, I am thy ſervant, and 
the ſon of thy handmaid : thou haſt looſed my bonds. Rom. vii 23. But [ 
ſee another law in my members, warring againſt the law of my mind, and 
bring me into captivity to the law of ſin, which is in my members. 

John iii. 20. For it our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, 
and knoweth all things. Rom. viii. 1. There is theretore now no condemna- 
tion to them which are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not after the fleſh, but after 
the Spirit. Ver. 33, 34. Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect ? 
It is God that juſtifieth: who is he that condemaeth ? It is Chriſt that died, 
yea, rather, that is riſen again, who is even at the right-hand of God, who alſo 
makeih interceſſion for us. 

s Gal. iii. 13. Chriſt hath redeemed us from the curſe of the law, being 
made a curſe for us : for it is wriiten, Curſed is every one that hangeth on a 
tree. 

t Rom. iii. 23, 24. For all have ſinned, and come ſhort of the glory of God; 
_ juſtified freely by his grace, through the redemption that is in Jeſus 

riſt, 

u Rom. iii. 5. But if our unrighteouſneſs commend the righteouſneſs of 
God, what ſhall we ſay? Chap. v. 20, 21. But where fin abounded, grace 
did much more abound : that as fin hath reigned unto death, even ſo might 
grace reign through righteouſneſs unto eternal life, by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 

Col. i. 20. And (having made peace through the blood of his croſs) by 
him to reconcile all things unto himſelf; by him, 1 ſay, whether they be thiags 
in earth, or things in heaven. 

w The life of fin is our death, 1 Tim. v. 6. But ſhe that liveth in pleaſure, is 
dead while ſhe liveth. The death of Chriſt aur life, 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. For the 
love of Chriſt conſtraineth us, becauſe we thus judge, that if one died for all, 
then were all dead : and that he died for all, that they which live, ſhould not 
henceforth live unto themſelves, but unto him which died for them, and roſe 
gain. 

x Rom. vii. 23. See letter g. Chap. viii. 2. For the law of the Spirit of life, 
in Chriſt 'eſus, hath made me free trom the law of fin and death. 

John viii. 36. If the Son therefore ſhall make you free, ye ſhall be free indeed. 
Rev. xiv. 13. And I beard a voice from heaven, ſaying unto me, Write, Bleſ- 
ſed are the dead which die in the Lord, from henceforth: Yea, faith the Spi- 
rit, that they may reſt from their labours, and their works do follow them, 
2 Cor. v. 4. For we that gre in this tabernacle do groan, being burdencd : 
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Though worthleſs I myſelf indite, 
Yet ſhall as worthy walk in white 2. 


D 


The My/ery of Free JosTiricaT1ON through C RI 
Obedience and Satisfaction. 


O creature ever could or will 

For ſin yield ſatisfaction full a; 
Yet juſtice from the creature's hand 
Both ſought and got its full demand®. 


Hence though J am, as well I know, 
A debtor *, yet I nothing owe. 

My creditor has nought to ſay e, 

Yet never had. | aught to pay f. 

He freely pardon'd every mite *, 
Yet would no ſingle farthing quit“. 


nor for that we would be unclothed but clothed upon, that mortality mighty 
be ſwallowed up of life. þ 

z Gen. xxxii. 10. 1 am not worthy of the leaſt of all the merc es, and of all 
the truth, which thou haſt ſſie wed unto thy ſervant; tor with my ſtatt I paſſed 
over this Jordan, and now I am become two bau s. Rev. iii. 4. Thou haſt 2 
few names even in Sardis, which have not defiled their garments ; and they fha!l 
walk with me in whitc; tor they are worthy. \ ; 

4 Plal. xlix. 8. For the redemption of their ſoul is precious, and it ceaſeth 
for ever. Ida. xl. 16. And Lebanon is not ſuthcient to burn, nor all th; 
beaſts thereof tor a burnt-offcring. a 

b Pſal. xl. 6. Sacrifice aud offering thou didſt not deſire, mine car thou ha! 
opened: burat-offeriag and fin offering haſt thou not required. Heb. x. 5. 6, 
Wheretore when he cometh into the world, he ſaith, Sacrifice and offering 
thou wouldſt not, but a body haſt thou prepared me: in burat-offerings and 
tacrifices for ſin thou haſt had no pleaſure : then ſaid I, Lo, 1 come (in the 
volume of the book it is written of me) to do thy will, O God. Eph. vs be 
Chriſt hath loved us, and hath given himſelf for us, an offcring and a facritic: 
to God tur a ſwect- ſmelling ſavour. 

c Mat. vi. 12. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

d Rom. iii. 24, 25 Being juſtificd freely by his grace, through the redem- 
tion that is in Jeſus Chriſt : whom God bath ſet forth to be a propitiotion, 
through faith in his blood, to declare bis righteouſneſs for the ren. 
of fins that are paſt, through the forbearauce of God. Heb. x. 14 For by 
one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are ſanctiſicd. 1 

e Rom. viii. 33. 34. Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect 
It is God that juſtidech: who is he that condemneth ? It is Chriſt that died, 
y-2, rather, that is riſen again, whs is even at the right-hand ot God, who al- 
io waketh interceſſion for us. | 

F Rom v. 6. For when we whre yet without ſtrength, in due time Chriit 
dicd tor the ungod'y, Ver. 8 But God commendeth his love toward us, 
that while we were yet ſnners, Cutiſt dicd for us. 

Acts xiii 38, 32. Be it known unto you therefore. men and br«thren, 
that through this man is preached unto you the forgivencls of 41415 : and by him 
Al that bevieve are jultificd from all things from which ye could not be jultifice 
by the law of Moſs. ; 
Rom. th. 24, 25. Sce letter d. Chop. vili 22. He ſpared not his c 


Son, bat delivers him vp for us all. 


on 
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Hence ev'ry bliſs that falls to me 
Is dearly bought, yet wholly free. 


All pardon that I need I have, 

Yet daily pardon need to crave k. 
The law's arreſt keeps me in awe), 
But yet 'gainſt me there is no law“. 


Though truth my juſt damnation crave *, 
Yet truth's engag'd my ſoul to fave 9. 

My whole ſalvation comes by this, 

Fair truth and mercy's mutual ks P. 


Law-breakers ne'er its curſe have miſs'd 
But 1 nc'er kept it, yet am bleſs'd 4. 


i Pet. i. 18, 19. Foraſmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with 
corruptible things, as filver and gold, from your vain converfation received 
by tradition from your fathers; but with the precious blood of Chriſt, as of 
a lamb without blemiſh and without ſpot. Eph. i. 7. In whom we have re- 
demption through his blood, the forgiveneſs of ſins, according to the riches 
of his grace. 2 Tim. i. 9. Who hath ſaved us, and called us with an holy 
calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpoſe and 
grace, Which was given us in Chriſt Jeſus, before the world began. 

k Pfal. ciii. 3. Who forgiveth all thine iniquities : who healcth all thy diſ- 
eaſes. And xxv. 11. For thy name's ſake, O Lord, pardon mine iniquity : 
for it is very great. Luke xi. 4. And forgive us our fins ; for we alſo forgive 
every one that'is indebted to us. Dan. ix. 19. O Lord, hear; O Lord, tor- 
give; O Lord, hearken and do; defer not, for thine owa fake, O my God: 
tor thy city, and thy people are called by thy name. 

| Pfal. cxix. 120. My fleſh trembleth for tear of thee, and I am afraid of thy 
judgments. Rom. vii. 9. I was alive without the law once: but when the 
commandment came, fin revived, and I died. Ver. 13. Was then that which 
is good, made death unto me? God forbid. But ſia that it might appear fin, 
working death in me by that which is good; that Ga by the commandment 
might become excecding ſinful. 

m Gal. v. 23. The fruit of the Spirit is—meckneſs, temperance; againſt 
ſuch there is no law. 1 Tim. i. 9. Knowing this, that the law is not made 
for a righteous man, but for the lawleſs and diſobedient, Cc. 

n Ezek. xviii. 4. The ſoul that ſinneth, it ſhall die. 

0 1 Tim. i. 15. This is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to ſave ſinners; of whom I an chief. 

p Pal. xv. 10. Mercy and truth are met together: rightcoulnels and 
peace have kiſſed each other. 

q Gal. iii. 20. As many as are of the works of the Jaw, are under the curſe : 
for it is written, Curſed is every one that continueth not in ali things written 
in the book of the law to do them. Ver. 13, 14 Chriſt hath receemed us 
from the curſe of the law, being made a curſe for us: tor it is written, Curſed 
is every one that hangeth on a tree : that the bleſſing ot Abraham mighe come 
on the Gentiles through Jeſus Chriſt; that we might receive the ptomiſe of the 
Spirit through faith. 

Rom. iii. 20. Therefore by the deeds of the law, there ſhall no fl: ſh be 
juſtiſicd in his lipht : for by the law is the knowledge of fin. Gal, ii. 16. 
Knowing that a man is vot juſtificd by the works of the law, but by the faith 
of Jeſus Chriſt; even we have believed in jeſus Chriſt; that we might be juſti- 
fied by the faith of Chriſt, and not by the works of the law : for, by the works 
of the la ſhall ao ſleſh be juſtified. - Chap. iii. 11. Bu- that no man is juſti- 
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can't be juſtified by it “, 
And yet can't but me acquit '. 
I'm not oblig'd to keep it more, 
Yet more oblig'd than e' er before t. 
By perfect doing life I find u, 
Yet do and live no more me bind v. 


Theſe terms no change can undergo, 
Yet ſweetly chang'd they are ; for lo, 
My doing caus d my /ife *, but now, 
My Life's the cauſe that makes me do v. 


fied by the law in the fight of God, it is evident; for, The juſt ſhall live by 
faith. | 

Rom. viii. 1. There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in 
Chriſt cſus. Ver. 3, 4. For what the la w could not do, in that it was weak through 
the fleſh, God did, ſending his own Son, in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh,and for fin 

condemned fin in the fleſh ; that the righteouſneſs of the law might be full - 
ed in us, who walk not after the fleſh, but after the Spirit. 2 Cor. v. 21. For 
he bath made him to be ſin for us, who knew no fin; that we might be made 
the righteouſneſs of God in him. Rom. iii. 26. To declare, I ſay, at this time 
his righteouſneis; that he might be juſt, and the juſtifier of him which belicy- 
eth in Jeſus. 

s Rom. vi. 14. Sin ſhall not have dominion over you : for ye are not under 
the law, but under grace. Gal. v. 1,—4. Stand faſt therefore in the liber 
wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke 
of bondage. Behold, I Paul ſay unto you, that if ye be circumciſed, Chriſt 
ſhall profit you nothing. For I teſtify again to every man that is circumciſed, 
that he is a debtor to do the whole law. Chriſt is become of no effect unto 
you, whoſoever of you are juſtified Y the law; ye are fallen from grace. 

t Rom. vi. 1, 2. What ſhall we fay then? ſhall we continue in fia that 
grace may abound? God forbid: how ſhall we that are dead to fin, live any 
longer therein? Ver. 15. What then? Shall we Gin, becauſe we are not under 
the law, but under grace? God forbid. 

u Rom. v. 17, 18, 19. They which receive abundance of grace, and of the 
gift of righteouſneſs, ſhall reign in life by one, Jeſus Chriſt. —By the righte- 
ouſneſs of one, the free gift came upon all men unto juſtification of life —By 
the obedience of one ſhall many be made righteous. 


v Rom. x. 5,-9. For Moſes deſcribeth the righteonſneſs, which is of the 


law, That the man which doth thoſe things, ſhall live by them. But the 
rightcouſncſs which is of faith ſpeaketh on this wiſe, Say not in thine heart, 
Who ſhall aſcend into heaven? (that is, to bring Chriſt down from above); 
Or, who ſhall deſcend into the deep ? (that is. to bring up Chriſt again from 
the dead): But what ſaith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and 
in thy heart: that is the word of faith which we preach, That if thou ſhalt 
confeſs with thy mouth the Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt believe in thine heart, that 
God hath raiſed him from the dead, thou ſhalt he ſaved. 

w Rom. iii. 31. Do we then make void the law through faith? God for- 
bid : yea, we eſtabliſh the law. 

x Rom. x. g. Seo litter v. 

„ John xiv. 19. Becauſe I live, ye ſhall live alſo. Chap. xv. 5. Iam the 
vine, ye are the branches; he that abideth in me, and I in him, the ſame 
bringeth forth much fruit; for without me ye can do nothing, Rom. vii. 4. 
Wherefore, my brethren, ye alſo are become dead to the law by the body of 
Chriſt ; that ye ſhould be married to another, even to him who is raiſed rom 
the dead, that we ſhould bring forth truit unto God. Ezck. xxxvi. 27. And 
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Though works of righteouſneſs I ſtore a, 
Yet righteouſneſs of works abhor a 

For righteouſneſs without a flaw 

Is righteouſneſs without the law b. 


In duty's way I'm bound to ly e, 
Yet out of duties bound to fly d: 
Hence merit I renounce with ſhame e, 
Yet right to life by merit claim f. 


Merit of perfect righteouſneſs 
never had s, yet never miſs b; 
On this condition I have all i, 


II. 


by vet all is unconditional k. 

— | will put my Spirit within you, and cauſe yon to walk in my ſtatutes, and ye | 
5 ſhall keep my judgments, and do them. 

Ti 2 Phil. i. 11. Being filled with the fruits of righteouſneſs, which are by Je- | 


{us Chriſt unto the glory and praiſe of God. 


4 42 Phil. iii. 9. And be found in him, not having mine own righteouſneſs, 
a which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Chriſt, the righte- 
* ouſneſs which is of God by faith. Iſaiah Ixiv. 6. All our righteouſneſs are as 
filthy rags. Rom. iv. 6. Even as David alſo deſcribed the bleſſedneſs of the 
* man unto whom God imputeth righteouſneſs without works. 
| Dom. ji. 20,—-22. Therefore, by the deads of the law, there ſhall no 
1 fleſh be juſtified in his ſight: for by the law is the knowledge of fin. But now 
iſ the righteouſneſs of God without the law is manifeſted, being witneſſed by the 
q lu and the prophets ; even the righteouſneſs of God which is by faith of Jeſus 
00 Chriſt unto all, and upon all them that believe; for there is no difference. 
c Prov. viii. 34. Bleſſed is the man that heareth me, watching daily at my 

at gates, waiting at the poſts of my doors. 
. d Iſaiah Ivii. 12. 1 will declare thy righteouſmefs, and thy works, for they 
y ſhall not profit thee. Luke xvii. 10. When ye ſhall have done all thoſe things 

which are commanded you, ſay, We are unprofitable ſervan:s : we have done 
ho that which was our duty to do, 


e Palm xvi. 2. O my ſoul, thou haſt ſaid unto the Lord, Thou art my 
| Lord: my goodneſs extendeth not to thee. Ezek. xxxvi. 32. Not for your 
/ ſakes do I this, faith the Lord God, be it known unto you: be aſhamed and 
confounded for your own ways, O houſe of Iſrael. 


of f Rom. v. 18, 19. By the righteouſneſs of one, the free gift came upon all 
N men unto juſtification of life. By the obedience of one, ſhall many be made 
* righteous. Iſaiah xlv. 24, 25. Surely, ſhall one ſay, In the Lord have I 
bo righteouſneſs and ſtrength : even to him ſhall men come, and all that are in- 
4 cenſed againſt him ſhall be aſhamed. In the Lord ſhall all the ſecd of Iſrael 
1 be juſtified, and ſhall glory. 
8 g Rom. iii. 9, 10. What then? are we better than they? No, in no wiſe; 
for we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under fin ; 
5 a5 it is written, There is none righteous, no not one. Verſe 19. Now we 
know, that what things ſoever the law ſaith, it faith to them who are under 
the law: that every mouth may be ſtoped, and all the world may become guilty 
" before God. 
4 h x Cor. i. 30. But of him are ye in Chriſt Jeſus, who of God is made unto 


ns,—righteouſneſs. Iſaiah xly. 24. See letter f. Jer. xxiii. 6. In his days 
p Judah ſhall be ſaved, and Iſrael ſhall dwell ſafely: and this is his name whereby 
he ſhall be called, THz Lorpd OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

1 i Iſaiah xlii. 21. The Lord is wel! pleaſed for his righteopſacfs' ſake ; he 
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Though freeſt mercy I implore !, 
Yet I am ſafe on juſtice” ſcore m, 
Which never could the guilty free n, 
Vet fully clears moſt guilty me s. 


SECT. VII. 


The Myſtery of Gor the Fuſtifier, Rom. iii. 26. juſtified 
both in his juſtifying and condemning ; or, Soul-juſlifi. 


cation and Self-condemnation. 


Y Feſus needs not fave a, yet muſt b; 
He is iny hope e, I am his truſt d. 
He paid the double debt, well known 
To be all mine, yet all his own e. 


will magnify the law, and make it honourable, Match. iii. 15, Thus it be 
cometh us to fulfil all righteouſneſs. Verſe 17. And lo, a voice from heaven, 
ſaying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleaſed. 

R Tfaiah Iv. 1 Ho, every, one that thirſteth, come ye to the waters, and he 
that hath no money ; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, by wine and milk 
without money and without price. Rev, XIIi. 11. Whoſoever will, let him 
take the water of life freely. : 

3 Pſalm li. 1. Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy loving kihd- 
neſs : according to the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my tranſgreſ- 
fions. 

m Rom. iii. 24,—26. Being juſtified freely by his grace, through the re- 
demption that is in Jeſus Chriſt : whom God hath ſet forth to be a propitia- 
tion, through faith in his blood, to declare his righteouſneſs for the remiſſion 
of ſins that are paſt, through the forbearance of God, to declare, I fay, at 
this time his righteouſneſs : that he might be juſt, and the juſtifier of him 
which believeth in Jeſus. 1 John i. 9. If we confeſs our ſins, he is faithful, 
and juſt to forgive us our ſins, and to cleanſe us from all untighteouſneſs. 

n Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. And the Lord paſſed by before him, and proclaimed, 
The Lord, The Lord God,—that will by no means clear the guilty. 

0 Rom. iv. 5. To him that worketh not, but believeth on him that juſtificth 
the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteouſneſs, 

a Rom, ix. 5. Chriſt is over all, God bleſſed for ever. 

John x. 16. And other ſheep I have, which are not of this fold : them 
alſo I muſt bring, and they ſhall hear my voice; and there ſhall be one fold, 
and one ſhepherd. Vesſe 18. No man taketh it [viz. my life] from me ; but 
I lay it down of myfelf; I have power tc lay it down, and I have power to 
take it again, This commandment have I received of my Father. Luke ii. 
49- And Jeſus ſaid unto them [viz. Joſeph and his mother,] How is it that ye 
ſought me! wiſt ye not that I muſt be about my Father's buſineſs ? 

c Jer. xiv. 8. O the hope of Iſrael, the Saviour thereof in time of trouble, 
Ec. Chap. xvii. 17, Be nota terror unto me; thou art my hope in the day 
of evil. 1 Tim. i. z. Paul an apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, by the commandment 
of God our Saviour, and our Lord jeſus Chriſt, which is our hope. 

d John xvii. 6, I have manifeſted thy name unto the men which thou gaveſt 
me out of the world; thine they were, and thou gaveſt them me. 2 Tim. i. 12. 
I know whom I have believed; and I am perſuaded that he is able to keep 
that which I have committed unto him agaivſt that day. 

e Iſaiah liii. 4,—6. Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our ſor- 
raws; yet we did eſteem him ſtricken, ſmitten of God, and afliGed. But he 
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Hence, though I ne'er, had more or leſs 
Of juſtice-plealing righteouſneſs f, 

Yet here is one wrought to my hand, 
As full as juſtice can demand s. 

By this my Judge is more appeas'd 

Than c'er my ſin his honour les'd h: 

Yea, juſtice can't be pleas'd ſo well 

By all the torments borne in hell *. 


Full ſatisfaction here is ſuch, 

As hell can never yield ſo much “*; 0 
Though juſtice therefore might me damn, 

Yet by more juſtice ſav'd I am. 


ws wounded for our tranſgreſſions, he was bruiſed ſor our iniquitics: the 
chaſtiſement of our peace was upon him, and with his ſtripes we are heal- 
ed. All we like ſheep have gone aſtray : we have turned every one to his own 
way, and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all, Verſe 8. For the 
trauſgre ſſion of my people was he ſtricken. Heb. vii. 22+ By ſo much was Je- 
ſus made a ſurety of a better teſtament. 

F Rom iii. 9, 10, 19. See letter g forecited. 

g Dan. ix. 24. Seventy weeks are detetmined upon thy people, and upon 
thy holy city, to finiſh the tranſgreſſion, and to make an end of fins, and to 
make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlaſting rightc ouſneſs, Cc. 
Zech. xiii. J. Awake, O ſword, againſt my Shepherd, and againſt the man 
that is my fellow, ſaith the Lord of hoſts: ſmite the Shepherd, and the ſheep 
ſhall be ſcattered ; and | will turn mine hand upon the little ones. 

þ Rom. v. 8,—11. But God commendeth his love towards us, in that while 
we were yet ſinners, Chriſt died for us. Much more then, being now juſtified 
by his blood, we ſhall be ſaved from wrath through him. For if when we 
were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son; much more 
being reconciled, we ſhall he ſaved by his life. And not only fo, but we alſo 
joy in God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom we have now received 
the atonement. Heb. ix. 14. How much more ſhall the blood of Chriſt, who, 
through the eterna! Spirit, offered himſelt without ſpot to God, purge your 
conſcicace from dead works to ſerve the living God? 

i Heb. x. 5, 6. Whcrefore when he cometh into the world, he faith, Sacri- 
ice and offering thou wouldſt not, hut a body haſt thou prepared me: in hurut- 
offerings and ſaeriſices for ſin thou haſt es pleaſure. Verſe 14 By one 
offering he hath perfected for ever them that are ſanCtified. Verſe 29. Of how 
much ſorer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thought worthy, who hath 
trodden under foot the Son ot God, and hath counted the blood of the cove- 
nan“, wherewith he was ſanctiſied, an unholy thing, and hath done deſpite 
uato the Spirit of grace? 

t Rom. vi. It. See letter h. Eph. v. 2. Cutiſt hath given himfelf for us, an 
offering and a ſacrifice to God for a ſweet-(meiling favour. 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. 
koraſmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as 
alver and gold, from your vain converſation reccived by tradition from your 
fathers ; but with the precious blood of Chriſt, as of a Lamb without blemith 
and without ſpot. Gal. iti. 13. Chriſt hath rcdcemed us from the curſe of the 
aw, b:iag made a curſe for us. 

[ i Pet. iii. 28. Chriſt hath once ſuſſcred for fas, the juſt for the un;ull, 
(that he might bring us to God,) being put to death in the fleth, but quicken- 
ed by the Spirit, Rom. iii. 26. To Qechare, 1 ſay, at this time his righteoul- 
nels; that he might be juſt, and the juſtißet of him which believeth in Jeſus. 
John ji. 2. And he is the propitiativa for our ſins: and not for outs dals, 
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Here ev'ry divine property 
Is to the higheſt ſet on high; 


Hence God his glory would injure, 
If my ſalvation were not ſure ". 


My peace and ſafety lie in this, 

My Creditor my Surety is“. 

The judgment-day I dread the leſs, 
My Judge is made my righteouſnels P. 


He paid out for a bankrupt-crew 
The debt that to himſelf was due; 
And fatisfy'd himſelf for me, 
When he did juſtice ſatisfy 3. 


He to the law, though Lord of it, f 
Did moſt obediently ſubmut *. 


but alſo for the ſins of the whole world. Chap. iv. ro. Herein is love, not 
that we loved God, but that he loved us, and ſent his Son to be the propitiz- 
tion for our fins. 

m Rom iii. 25. Whom God hath ſet foith to be a propitiation, through 
faith in his blood, to declare his righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of fins that are 
paſt, through the forbearance of God. Pialm Ixxxv. 10. Mercy and truth are 
met together; righteouſneſs and peace have kiſſed each other. 2 Cor. v. 18, 19. 
And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himſelf by Jeſus 
Chriſt, and hath given to us the miniſtry of reconciliation ; to wit, that God 
was in Chriſt reconciling the world uuto himſelf, not imputting their treſpaſſes 
unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. Verſe 21. 
For he hath made him to he fin for us, who knew no fin ; that we might be 
made the righteouſneſs of God in him. Luke ii. 14. Glory to God in the 
higheſt, and on carth peace, good-will towards men. 

„ Iſaiah xliv. 23. Sing, O heavens; for the Lord hath done it: ſhout, ye 
lower parts of the carth : break forth into ſinging, ye mountains, O foreſt, 
and every tree thereiu; for the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified him- 
ſelf in Iſrael. Eph. i. 6. To the praiſe of the glory of his grace, wherein he 
hath made us accepted in the Beloved. Verſe 12. That we ſhould be to the 
praiſe of his glory, who firſt truſted in Chriſt. 

o Pſalm cxix. 122. Be ſurety to thy ſervant for good: let not the proud op- 
preſs me. Heb. vii. 22. By ſo much was Jeſus made a ſurety of a better teſta- 
ment. 

p 1 Cor. i. 30. But of him are ye in Chriſt Jeſus, who of God is made unto 
us,—rightcouſneſs. Chap. xv. 55,—57. O death, where is thy ſting ? O grave, 
where is thy victory? The ſting of death is fin; aud the ſtrength of fin is the 
law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory, through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. 

g Zech. xiii. 3. See letter g. Rom. ix. 5. Chriſt is over all, God bleſſed for 
ever. Phil. ii. 6,—8. Chriſt Jeſus being in the form of God, thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God: but made himſelf of no reputation, and took 
upon him the form of a ſeryant, and was made in the likeneſs of men: and 
being found in faſhion as a man, he humbled himſelf, and became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the croſs. 

r Did. Gal. iv. 4, 3. But when the fulneſs of the time was come, God ſent 
forth his Son made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were 
uuder the law, that we might rective the adoption of ſons., 
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What he ne'er broke, and yet mult die, 
I never kept, yet live mult II. 


The law, which him its keeper kill'd, 
In me its breaker is fulfilPd + ; 

Yea, magnify'd and honour'd more 
Than fin defac'd it &'er before *, 


Hence though the law condemn at large, 
It can lay nothing to my charge; 

Nor find ſuch ground to challenge me, 
As Heaven hath found to juſtify *, 


But though he freely me remit, 
never can myſelf acquit *. 

My Judge condemns me not, I grant; 
Yet juſtify, myſelf I can't *. 

From him I have a pardon got, 

But yet myſelt 1 pardon not *. 


t Pet. iii. 18. See letter I, 2 Cor. v. 21. See letter m. 1 John iv. 19, Ia 
this was manifeſted the love of God towards us, becauſe that God ſent his ouly 
bezotten Son into the world, that we might leave through him. 

Rom. vii. 3, 4. For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through 
the fleſh, God ſending his own Son, in the likeneſs of fiaful fleſh, and for fin 
condemned fin in the fleſh : that the righteouſneſs of the law might be fulfilled 
in us, who walk not after the fleſh, but after the Spirit. 

t Ifaiah xlii. 21. The Lord is well-pleaſed, for his righteouſneſs* fake, he 
will magnify the law, and make it honourable. Rom. v. 28,—21. Therefore 
as by the offence of one, judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even 
ſo by the righteouſneſs of one, the free gift came upon all men unto juſtifica- 
tion of life. For as by one man's diſobedience, many were made ſinners ; ſo 
by the obedience of one, ſhall many be made righteous. Moreover, the law 
entered, that the offence might abound : but where fin abounded, grace did 
much more abound : that as fin hath reigned unto death, even ſo might grace 
reign through righteouſneſs unto eternal life, by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 

u Rom. viii. 1. There is therefore now, no condemnation to them which 
are in Chriſt Jeſus. Verſe 3, 4. See letter s. Verſe 33, 34. Who ſhall lay any 
thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that juſtificth : who is he that 
condemneth ? It is Chriſt that died, yea, rather that is riſen again, who is 
even at the right-hand of God, who alſo maketh interceſhon fer us. 

v Job xxxiii. 24. Then he is gracious unto him, and faith, Deliver him 
from going down to the pit, I have found a ranſom. Rom. iii. 25, 26. Whom 
God hath ſet forth to be a propitiation, through faith in his blood, to declare 
his righteouſneſs for the temiſſion of ſins that ate paſt, through the forbearance 
of God; to declare, I ſay, at this time his righteouſneſs; that be might be juſt, 
and the juſtificr of him that believeth in Jeſus. 

w 2 Sam. xii. 13. And David ſaid unto Nathan, I have ſinned againſt the 
Lord. And Nathan ſaid unto David, The Lord alſo hath put away thy fin ; 
thou ſhalt not dic. Pſalm li. 3, 3- Waſh me throughly from mine in4quity, 
and cleanſe me from my fin. For I acknowledge my tranſgreſſions; and my 
fin is ever before me. 

x Rom. viii. 1, 33. Sec letter u. Job ix. 20. If I juſtify myſelf, mine own 
mouth ſhall condemn me; if I ſay, I am perfect, it ſhall alſo prove me per- 
verſe 

2 Cor. vii. 11. For behold this ſelf-ſame thing that ye ſorrowed after a 


Aa 2 


188 GOSPEL SONNE TS. PAR Ill. 


His rich forgiveneſs ſtill J have, 
Yet never can myſelf forgive. 


The more he's toward me appeas'd, 
The more I'm with myſelf diſpleas'd *, 
The more I am abſolv'd by him, 

The more I do myſelf condemn b. 


When he in heav'n dooms me to dwelt, 7 
Then I adjudge myſelf to helle; 

Yet {till I to his judgment 'gree, 

And clear him for abſolving me d. 


A 


godly ſort, what carefvlneſs it wrought in you; yea, what clearing of your. 
lelves; yea, what indignation ; yea, what fcar; yea, what vehement defire- 
yea, what zeal; yea, what revenge ? 


z Iſaiah xxxviii. 15. What ſhall I fay ? he hath both ſpoken unto me, and pr 
himſclf hath done it: I hall go ſoftly all my years in the bitterneſs of my M 
ſoul. | 

a Ezek. xvi. 63. That that * remember and be confounded, and never 1 
open thy mouth any more becauſe of thy ſhame, when I am pacified toward 
thee for all that thou haſt done, ſaith the Lord God. = 

b Luſte xviii. 13, 14. And the publican ſtanding afar off, would not lift up 1 
ſo much as his eyes unto heaven, but ſmote upon his breaſt, ſaying, God be ſh 
mcreiful to me a ſinner. I tell you, this man went down to his houſe juſlifi- þ 
ed rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himſelf, ſhall be abaſed; th 
and he that humbleth himſelf, ſhall be exalted. E2zek. xxxvi. 31, 32. Then i 
ſhall ye remember your own evil ways, and your doings that were not good, — 
and ſhall lothe yourſelves in your own ſight, for your iniquities, and for your th 
abominations. Not for your ſakes do | this, ſaith the Lord God, be it known 
unto you: be aſhamed aud confounded for your own ways, O houſe of Iſrael, * 
Jer. xxxi. 19. Surely after that I was turned, I repented; and after that I was 5 
inſtructed, I ſmote upon my thigh: I was aſhamed, yea, even confounded, 1 
becauſe I did bear the reproach of my youth. ju 

c Matth. XIV. 34,—39- Then fhall the King ſay unto them on his th 
right-hand, Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepar- ” 
ed for you, from the ſoundation of the world. For I was an hungred, and 1 


ye gave me meat: I was thirſty, and ye gave me drink: | was a ſtranger, and 
and ye took me in: naked, and ye clothed me: I was ſick, and ye viſited me: gl 
vas in priſon, and ye came unto me. Thea ſhall the righteous anſwer him, 


taying, Lord, when ſaw we thee an hungred, and fed thec ? or thirſty, aud x 
gave thee drink? When ſaw we thee a ſtranger, and took thee in? or naked, | 
and clothed thee ? Or, when ſaw we thee fick, or in priſon, and came unto * 
thee? 2. Cor. xi. 3. If we would judge ourtcives, we thould not be judged. 
Luke xv. 20, 421. And he Lviz. the prodigal fon, } aroſe, and came to bis ta- fc 
ther. But when he was a great way off, his father ſaw him, and had com- tt 
paſſion, and ran, and tell on his neck, and kiſſed him And the ſor (aid un- b 
io him, Father, I have hnned againſt Heaven, and am no more worthy to be 
called thy ſon. Gen. xxui. 9, 19. And Jacob ſaid, O God of my father Abra- wi 
ham, and God of my father Iſaac, the Lord which ſaidſt unto me, Retvrn by 
unto thy country, and to thy kindred, and I will deal well with thee: lem 15 
not worthy of the leaſt of all the mercies, and of all the truth, which thou 
haſt he ved unto thy ſervant; for with my fatF I paſſed over this Jordan, and he 
now 1 am become two bands, 

4 Pal. Ii 4. Againſt thee, thee only, have I Gnned, and done this evil in — 
ily light : that thou might! be juſtificd when thou ſpcakeſt, and be clear when - 


tou julgeſt, And xi. 7. The nyntcous Lord loveth rightcouſacls 3 his coun- 
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Thus he clears me, and I him clear ; 
| juſtify my Juſtifier e. 

Let him condemn or juſtify, 

From all injuſtice I him free f. 


SECT. VIII. 


The MyRery of SANCTIFICATION imperfect in this Life ; 
or, the Believer doing all, and doing nothing, 


INE arms embrace my God *, yet I 
Had never arms to reach ſo-bigh ®; 
His alone me holds<, yet, lo! 
| hold and will not let him go ©. 


tenance doth behold the upright. And cxlv. 16, 1. Thou openeſt thine hand, 
and ſatisfieft che deſire of every living thing. The Lord is righteous in all his 
ways, and holy in all his works. Rev. xv. 3. And they ſing the ſong of Moſes the 
ſervant of God, and the ſong of the Lamb, ſaying, Great and marvellous are 
thy works, Lord God Almighty ; juſt and true are thy ways, thou King of ſaints, 

Rom. iii. 26. To declare, I ſay, at this time his righteouſneſs ; that he 
might be juſt, and the juſtificr of him which belicveth in Jeſus. Iſa. xlv. 21. 
There is no God elſe beſide me, a juſt God and a Saviour. Ver. 24. Surely, 
ſhall one ſay, In the Lord have I nghteouſneſs and ſtrength. Chap. Ixiii. 1. 
Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments trom Bozrah ? This 
that is glorious in his apparel, travelling in the greatneſs of his ſtrength? ] that 
ſpeak in righteouſneſs, mighty to ſave. Zech. ix. 9. Rejoice greatly, O daugh- 
ier of Zion; ſhout, O daughter of Jeruſalem : behold, thy king cometh unto 
thee : he is juſt, and having ſalvation, Cc. | 

f Job xxv. 4, J, 6. How then can man be juſtified with God? or how can 
he be clean that is born of a woman? Behold even to the moon, and it ſhineth 
not; yea, the ſtars are not pure in his fight. How much leſs man that is a 
worm; and the ſon of man which is a worm. Plalm Ixxzix. 14. Juſtice and 
judgment are the habitation of thy throne: mercy and truth ſhall go before 
thy face. And xcvii. 2. Clouds and darkneſs are round about him: righteouſ- 
nels and judgment are the habitation of his throne. Rom. iii. 19, 20. Now 
we know that what things ſoever the law faith, it faith to them who are un- 
der the law; that every mouth may be ſtopped, and all the world may become 
guilty before God. Therefore, by the deeds of the law, there ſhall no 
fleſh be juſtificd in his fight : for by the law is the knowledge of fin. Ver, 
23, 24, 25. For all have ſinned, and come ſhort of the glory of God; being 
freely juſtified hy bis grace, through the redemption that is in ſeſus Chriſt : 
whom God hath ſet forth to be the propitiation, through faith in his blood, 
to declare his righteouſneſs for the remiſhon of ſins that are paſt, through the 
forbearance of God. Pſalm xxii. 2, 3. O my God, 1 cry in the day-time, but 
thou heareſt not; and in the night ſcaſun, aud am not fileut. But thou art 
holy, O thou that inhabiteſt the praiſes of Iſracl. 

a Song ui, 4. It was but a little that I paſſed from them, but I found him 
whom my ſoul loveth; 1 hcld him, and would not let him go, until I had 
brought him into my mother's houſe, and into the chamber of her that con- 
ceived me. F ; 

b Pſalm Ixi. 2. From the end of the earth will I cry unto thee, when my 
heart is overwhelmed : lead me to the rock that is higher than 1. 

c Pſalm Ixiii. 8. My ſoul followeth hard after thee : thy right-hand uphold- 
eth me. Ifa. xli. 10, Feat thou not, for I am with thee ; be not diſmayed, 
for I am thy God: I will ſtrengthen thee, yea, I will help thee, yea, I will 
uphold thee with the right-hand of my righteouſneſs. 

d Gen. xxxii. 26. And he (the angel] ſaid, Let me go, for the day breaketh: 
and he {viz, Jacob] ſaid, I will not Jet thee go, except thou bleſs me. 
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I do according to his call ; 

And yet not I, but he does alle: 

But though he works to will and dof, 
I without force work freely too s. 


His will and mine agree full well n, 
Yet diſagree like heaven and hell!. 
His nature's mine*, and mine is his!; 
Yet fo was never that nor this m. 


I know him and his name, yet own 
He and his name can ne'er be known “. 
His gracious coming makes me do; 
J know he comes, yet know not how 9. 


e 1 Cor. xv. 16. But by the grace of God I am what I am : and his grace 
which was beſtowed on me, was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly 
than they a!l : yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. Ver. 38. 
Therefore, my beloved brethreg, be ye ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always abound- 
ing in the work of the Lord, foraſmuch as ye know that your labour is not vain 
ia the Lord. 

F Phil. 11. 13. It is God which worketh in you, both to will and to do of his 
good pleaſure. 

g Pſalm cx 3. Thy people ſhall be willing in the day of thy power. And 
cxvi. Oh, Lord, truly I am thy ſervant, I am thy ſervant, and the ſon of thy 
handmaid : thou haſt looſed my bonds. 

þ Matth. vi. 10. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Pſalm 1l. 
8. I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart. 

i Matth. xx1i. 28, 29. A certain man had two ions. and he came to the firſt, 
and ſaid, Son, go work to-day in my vineyard. He anſwered, and ſaid, I will 
not, Cc. John v. 40. Ye will not come to me, that ye might have life. Matth. 
xxiii. 37. O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem! thou that killeſ the prophets, and ſtogeſt 
them which are ſent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children 
together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would 
not ! l 

& 2 Pet. 1. 4. Whercby are given unto us exceeding great and precious pro- 
miſes; that by theſe you might be partakers of the divine nature. 

| Heb. ii. 14. Foraſmuch then as the children are partakers of fleſh and 
blood, he alſo himſelf likewiſe took part of the ſame. Ver. 16. For verily 
he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him the ſeed of 
Abraham. 

m Iſa. xl 17. 18. All nations before him are as nothing, and they are count- 
ed to him leſs than nothing, and vanity. To whom will ye likea God? or 
what likeneſs will ye compare unto him? 

n Pfalm ix. 10 They that know thy name will put their truſt in thee, Prov. 
III. 3, 4. 1 [viz Agur,] neither learned wiſdom, nor have the knowledge of 
the holy. Who hath aſcended up into heaven, or deſcended ? who hath ga- 
thered the wind in his fiſts ? who hath bound the waters in a garment ? who 
hath eſtabliſhed all the ends of the earth ? what is his name, and what is his 
ſon's name, if thou canſt tell? 

Song iv. 16. Awake, O north wind, and come, thou ſouth, blow upon 
my garden, that the ſpices thereof may flow out: let my Beloved come 
into his garden, and eat his pleaſant fruits. John iii. 8. The wind bloweth 
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I have no good but what he gave p, 
Yet he commands the good 1 have 4. 
And though my good to him aſcends”, 
My goodneſs to him ne'er extends ſ. 


take hold of his cov'nant free; 
But find it muſt take hold of met. 
I'm bound to keep it u, yet 'tis bail, 
And bound to keep me without fail“. 


where it liſteth, and thou hearcſt the ſound thereof, but canſt not tell whence 

it cometh, and whether it goeth : ſo is every one that is born of the Spirit. 

1 Chron. xxix 14. And David ſaid, —But who am I, and what is my 
people, that we ſhould be able to oſſet ſo williogly after this fort? for all 
things come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee. 2 Cor. iii. 5. Not 
that we are ſufficient of ourſelves to think any thing as of ourſelves : but our 
ſufficiency is of God, i 

q 2 Cor. x. 18. For not he that commendeth himſelf is approved, but whom 
the Lord cemmendeth. Rom. xii. 1, . I b-ſeech you therefore, brethren, by 
the mercies of God, that ye preſent your bodies a living facrifice, holy, ac- 
ceptable unto God, which is your reaſonable ſervice,» And be not conformed 
to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye 
may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and pertect will of God. 

r Plalm xxv. 1. Untu thee, O Lord, do I lift up my foul. And czli. 2. Let 
my prayer be ſet before thee as incenſe; and the lifting up of my hands as the 
evening ſacrifice. Eph. iii. 12 In whom [viz. Jeſus Chriſt,] we have bold- 
ncfs and acceſs with confidence by the faith of him Heb. x. 19. Having 
therefore, brethren, boldneſs to enter into the holieſt by the blood of Je- 
ſus, &c. 

{ Pſalm xvi. 2. O my ſoul, thou haſt ſaid unto the Lord, Thou art my 
Lord : my goodneſs extendeth not to thee. 

5 Ifa. Ivi. 4. Thus faith the Lord unto the eunuchs—:hat take hold of my 
covenant, Cc. Ver. 6 Alſo the ſons of the ſtranger, that join themſelves to 
the Lord, ts ſerve him, and to love the name of the Lord, to be his ſervants, 
every one that—taketh hold of my covenant, Cc. 

t Zech. i. 6. But my words and my ſtatytes, which I commanded my ſer - 
vants the prophets, did they not take hold of your fathers ? and they return- 
ed and ſaid, Like as the Lord of hoſts though! to do unto us, according to 
our ways, and according to our doings, ſo hath he dealt with us. Pfal. xc. , 3. 
The Lord ſhall ſend the rod of thy ſtrength out of Zion: rule thou in the midſt 
of thine enemies. Thy people ſhall be willing in the day of thy power, &c. 
Rom. i. 16. I am not aſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſt : for it is the power of 
God unto ſalvation, to every one that believeth, to the Jew firſt, and alfo to 
the Greek. 2 Cor ii. 16.—to the other we are the favour of life unto life: 
aud who is ſufficient for theſe things? 

u Pſalm ciii. 17, 18. The mercy of the Lord is from everlaſting to everlaſt- 
ing upon them that fear him: and his righteouſneſs unto children's children : 
to ſuch as keep his covenant, and to thoſe thit remember his commandments 
to do them. John xvii. 6. I have manifeſted thy name unto the men which 
thou gaveſt me out of the world: thine they were, and thou gaveſt them me; 
and they have kept thy word. 

v Pſalm Ixxrix. 33,36. Nevertheleſs, my loving-kindneſs will I not ut- 
terly take from him, nor ſuffer my faithfulng'% to fail My covenant will L 
not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of wy lips. Once have I ſworn 
by my holineſs, that I will not lye unto David. His ſeed ſhall endure tor ever, 
and his throne as the ſun before me. 
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The bond on my part cannot laſt *, _ 
Yet on both ſides ſtands firm and faſt *. 
I break my bands at ev'ry ſhock, 
Yet never is the bargain broke J. 


Daily, alas! I diſobey 2, 

Yet yield obedience ev'ry day a. 
I'm an imperfe@ perfect man b, 
That can do all, yet nothing cane. 


l'm from beneath d, and from above *, 
A child of wrath f, a child of love s. 
A ſtranger e'en where all me know; 
A pilgrim, yet I no where go n. 


w Pſalm Ixxxix. 30, 31, 32. If his children forſake my law, and walk no: 
in my judments; if they break my ſtatutes, and kept not my commandments; 
then will I viſit their tranſgreſſion with the rod, and their iniquity with ſtripes, 

x Pſalm IXXIx. 2, 3, 4. For I have ſaid, Mercy ſhalt be built up for ever: 
thy faithfulneſs ſhalt thou eſtabliſh in the very heavens. I have made a cove- 
nant with my choſen ; I have ſworn unto David, my ſervant. Thy ſeed will [ 
eſtabliſh for ever, and build up thy throne to all generations. Ver. 28, 29. 
My mercy will I keep for him for evermore, and my covenant ſhall ſtand faſt 
with him. His ſeed alſo will I make to endure for ever, and his throne as 
the days of heaven, Jer. xxxii. 40. And | will make an everlaſting covenant 
with them, that I will not turn away from them, to do them good ; but I will 
put my fear in their hearts, that they ſhall not depart from me. 

Pſalm Ixxviii. 35, Their heart was not right with him, neither were 
they ſtedfaſt in his covenant. Iſa liv. 10. The mountains ſhall depart, and 
the hills be removed; but my kindneſs ſhall not depart from thee, neither 
— the covenant of my peace be removed, faith the Lord, that hath mercy 
on thee. 

2 James iii. 2. In many things we offend all. 

4 Pſalm Ixi, 8 So will I fing praiſes unto thy name for ever, that I may 
daily perform my vows. Heb. iii. 13. But exhort one another daily while it 

— called, To-day ; leſt any of you be hardened through the deceitfulneſs of 


b Palm xxxvii. 37. Mark the perfect man and behold the upright ; for 
the end of that man is peace. Rev. iii. 2 Be watchful, and ſtrengthen the 
things which remain, that are ready to die: for I have not found thy works 
perfect before God. 

c Phil. iv. 13. I can do all things through Chriſt which ſtrengtheneth me. 
John xv. g. I am the vine, ye ate the branches: he that abideth in me, and 
T in him, the ſame bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do no- 
thing. 

d John viii. 23. And Jeſus ſaith unte the Jews, Ye are from beneath: — ye 
are of this world, &c. 

e Gal. iv. 26. Jeruſalem which is above, is free, which is the mother of us 
all. Ver. 28. Now we, brethren, as Iſaac was, are the children of promiſe. 
John i. 13. Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, nor 
of the will of man, but of God. And iii. 5, 6. jeſus anſwered, Verily, verily, 
I ſay unto thee, [viz. Nicodemus,] Except a man be born of water, and of 
the Spirit, he canaot enter into the kingdom of God —That which is born of 
the Spirit, is ſpirit. | 

F Eph. ii. 3. We—were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. 

4 Rom. ix. 8.—The children of the promiſe are counted for the ſeed. 

þ Heb. xi 11. Theſe all—contciſcd that they were ſtrangers and pilgrims 
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trade abroad, yet ſtay at home i; 

My tabernacle is my tomb k. 

I can be priſon'd, yet abroad; 

Bound hand and foot, yet walk with God!. 


SECT. N. 


The Myſtery of various NAM S given to Saints and 
Church of Chriſt ; or, the Fleſh and Spirit deſcribed 
from inanimate Things, Vegetables and Senſitives. 


O tell the world my proper name, 
Is both my glory and my thame * : 
For like my black and comely face, 
My name is ſin, my name is grace b. 


Moſt fitly I'm aſſimilate 

To various things inanimate. 

A ſtanding lake ©, a running flood a, 
A fixed ſtar e, a paſſing cloud]. 


on the carth. 1 Pet. ii. 21. Dearly beloved, I befeech you as ſtrangers and 
pilgrims, Cc. 

i Phil. iii. 20. For our converſation is in heaven, from whence alſo we look 
for the Saviour, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

t 2 Cor v. tr, 2. For we know, that if our earthly houſe of this tabernacle 
were diſſolved, we have a building of God, an houſe not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens. For in this we groan earneſtly, defiring to be clothed 
upon with our houſe which is from heaven. Ver. 4. For we in this tabernacle 
do groan, being burdened : not for that we ſhould be unclothed, but clothed 
upon, that mortality might be ſwallowed up of life. 

Acts xvi. 24. 25. The jailor having received ſuch a charge, thruſt them in- 
to the inner priſon, and made their feet faſt in the ſtocks. And at midnight 
Paul and Silas prayed, and ſang praiſes unto God. 2 Tim. ii. 9. Wherein L 
ſuffer trouble as an evil doer, cven unto bonds; but thee word is not bound. 
2 Cor. vi. 4, 5. But in all things approving ourſe]ves as the minifters of God, 
in much patience, in afflictions, ia neceſſities, in diſtreſſes, in ſtripes, in im- 
priſonments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in faſtings. 

a Hoſ. i. 9. Then ſaid God, Call his name Lo-ammi; for ye are not my 
people, and I will not be your God. Chap. ii. i. Say ye unto your brethren, 
Ammi, and to your ſiſters, Ruhamah. Ver. 23. And I will have mercy upon 
ler, that had not obtained mercy; and I will ſay to them which were not my 
people, Thou art my people; and they ſhall ſay, Thou art my God. 

Song i. 5. I am black, but comely, O ye daughters of Jeruſalem, as the 
tents of Kedar, as the curtains of Solomon. x Tim. i. 14. This is a faithful 
{iying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the world 
to ſive ſinners; of whom I am chief. Ifa. Ixii. 2, 3- And the Gentiles ſhall 
{ce thy righteouſneſs, and all kings thy glory: and thou ſhalt e called by a 
new name, which the mouth of the Lord ſhall name. Thou ſhalt alſo be a 
ccown of glory in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of 
thy God. 

: Jer. xlviii. 11. Moab hath been at caſe from his youth, and he hath fet- 
tled on his lces, and hath not been emptied from veſſel to veſſel. neither hath 
he gone into captivity: theretore his taſte remained in him, aud his ſcent is not 
(hanged. 

4 Ifa. xlix. 3. I will pour water upon him that is thirſty, and floods upon 
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A cake unturn'd, nor cold, nor hots; 
A veſſel found h, a broken pot i: 

A riſing ſun k, a drooping wing ! : 

A flinty rock n, a flowing ſpring n. 


A rotten beam o, a virid ſtemP; 

A menſtr'ous cloth 94, a royal gem: 
A garden barr'd {, an open field 5; 

A gliding ſtream *, a fountain ſeal'd v. 


the dry ground: I will pour my Spirit upon thy ſeed, and my bleſſing upon 
thine oflspring. 

e Dan. xii 3. And they that he wiſe, ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the 
firmament ; and they that turn many to righteouſneſs, as tie ſtars for ever and 
ever : Aud in oppoſition to thoſe called wandering ſtars, Jude ver. 13. 

/ Hoſea vi 4. O Ephraim, what ſhall I do unto thee ? O Judah, what ſhall 
do unto thee ? for your goodneſs is as a morning-cloud, and as the carly dew, 
it gocth away. | 

g Hoſca vin. 8. Ephraim, he hath mixed himſelf among the people, Ephra- 
im is a cake not turned. Rev. iii. 18. I know thy works, that thou art nei- 
ther cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. 

Rom ix. 21 Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the ſame lump 
to make one veſſel unto honour, and another unto diſhonour ? 

i Pſalm xxzi. 12. I am forgotten as a dead man out of mind: I am like a 
broken veſſel. 

& Matth. xii. 43. The ſhall the righteous ſhine forth as the ſun in then 
kingdom of their Father. 

{ Pſalm lv. 6. And I faid, O that I had wings like a dove! for then would 
I fly away, and be at reſt. 

m Zech. vii. 12. They made their hearts as an adamant-ſtone, leſt they 
ſhould hear the law, and the words which the Lord of hoſts hath ſent in his 
Spirit by the former prophets. 

n John iv. 13, 14. Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto her, Whoſoever drinketh 
of the water that I ſhall give him, ſhall never thirſt: but the water that l 
Mall give him, ſhall be in him a well of water ſpringing up into everlaſtin; 
life. 

0 Iſa. xvii. , 10. In that day ſhall his ſtrong cities be as a forſaken bough, 
and an uppermoſt branch, which they left, becauſe of the children of Iſrael: 
and there ſhall be deſolation. Becauſe thou haſt forgotten the God of thy fal- 
vation, and haſt not been mindful of the rock of thy ſtrength : therefore ſhait 
thou plant pleaſant plants, and ſhalt ſet it with ſtrange ſlips. Chap. xxvii. 11. 
When the boughs thereof are withered, they ſhall be broken off: the women 
come and ſet them on fire ; for it is a people of no underſtanding : therefore 
he that made them will not have mercy on them, aad he that formed them will 
ſhew them no favour. 

p Prov. xi. 28. The righteous ſhall flouriſh as a branch. Pſalm. xcii. 12, 13. 
The righteous ſhall flouriſh like the palm-tree : he ſhall grow like a cedor in 
Lebanon. Thoſe that be planted in the houſe of the Lord, ſha!l flouriſh in 
the courts of our God, 

9 Ifa. xxx. 22. Ye ſhall dficle alſo the covering of thy graven images of ſil- 
ver, and the ornament of thy molten images of gold: thou ſhalt caſt them a- 
way as a menſtruous cloth ; thou ſhalt ſay unto it, Get thee hence. Chap. 
Ixiv. 6. But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteouſneſſes are 
as filthy rags. 

7 Ifa. Ixii. 3. Thou ſhalt alſo be a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, 
and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God | 

Song iv. 12. A garden incloſed is my ſiſter, my ſpouſe. 

Matth. iii. 14, 25, Anvther parable Jeſus put torth unto them, ſayirgy 
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Of various vegetables ſee 

A fair and lively map in me. 

A fragrant roſe v, a noiſom weed“; 

A rotting , yet immortal ſeed Y. 

I'm with'ring graſs *, and growing corn“; 
A pleaſant plant b, an irkſom thorn e; 

An empty vine 4, a fruitful tree e; 

An humble ſhrub *, a cedar high s. 


A noxious brier b, a harmleſs pine i; 
A ſappleſs twig k, a bleeding vine: 


The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which ſowed good ſeed in his 
field: but while his men flept, his enemy came, aud ſowed tares among the 
wheat, and went his way, 

t Song iv. 13. | My ſiſter is] a fountain of gardens, a well of living waters, 
and ſtreams from Lebanon. 

u Song iv. 12. A ſpring ſhut vp, a fountain ſealed, is my ſiſter, my ſpouſe. 

v Iſa. Xxxv. 1. The wilderneſs and the ſolitary place ſhall be glad for them : 
and the deſart ſhall rejoice, and bloſſom at the roſe. 

w Iſa. v. 4. What could have been done more to my vineyard, that I 
have not done in it ? wherefore when I looked that it ſhould bring forth grapes, 
brought it forth wild grapes ? : 

x Gen. iii. 19. In the ſweat of thy face ſhalt thou eat thy bread, till thou 
return uato the ground; for out of it thou waſt taken: for duſt thou art, and 
unto duſt thou ſhalt return. 

9 1 Pet. i. 23. Being born again, not of corruptible ſeed, but of incorrup- 
tible, by the word of God which liveth and abideth for ever. 

2 Iſa. xl 7. The graſs withereth, the flower fadeth; becauſe the Spirit of 
the Lord bloweth upon it: ſurely the people is graſs. 

a Hoſea xiv. 5. They that dwell under his ſhadow ſhall return, they ſhall 
revive as the corn, and grow as the vine; the ſcent thereof ſhall be as the 
wine of Lebanon. 

b Ifa. v. 5. The vineyard of the Lord of hoſts is the houſe of Iſrael, and 
the men of Judah is his pleaſant plant. 

c Micah vii. 4. The beſt of them is a brier : the moſt upright is ſharper than 
a thorn-hedge. 

d Hoſea x. 1. Iſrael is an empty vine, he bringeth forth fruit unto himſelf. 

e Pal. 1. 3. And he ſhall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that 
bringeth forth truit in his ſeaſon ; his leaf alſo ſhall not wither, and whatſo- 
ever he doth ſhall proſper. 

F Ezek. xvii. 5, 6. He (viz, a great eagle] took alſo of the iced of the land, 
and planted it in a fruitful field, he placed it by great waters, and ſet it as a 
willow-tree. And it grew, and became a ſpreading vine of low ſtature, whoſe 
branches turned toward lym, and the roots thereof were under him: fo it 
became a vine, and brought forth branches, and ſhot forth ſprigs. Ver. 24. 
And all the trees of the ficld ſhall know that I the Lord have brought down 
the high-tree, have exalted the low tree, have dried up the green tree, and 
have made the dry tree to flouriſh : I the Lord have ſpoken and have done it. 
Mark iv. 30, 3. And Jeſus ſaid, Whereunto ſhall we liken the kingdom of 
God? or with what compariſon ſhall we compare it? It is like a grain of 
muſtard ſeed, which when it is ſown in the earth, is leſs than all the ſeeds 
that be in the earth. 

g P fal. xcii. 12. The righteous ſhall grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 

h Micah vii. 4. The beſt of them is as a brier; the moſt upright is ſharper 
than a thorn-hedge. 1 

i Iſa xlii. 19 J will ſet in the deſart the fir-tree, and the pine, and the 
box · trec together. 
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A {table fir m, a pliant buſh n; 

A noble oak o, a naughty ruſh b. 
With ſenſitives I may compare, 
While I their various natures ſhare : 
Their diſtin names may juſtly ſuit 
A ſtrange, a reaſonable brute 4. 


The facred page my ſtate deſcribes 

From volatile and reptile tribes ; 

From ugly vipers “, beautious birds “; 
From ſoaring hoſts *, and ſwiniſh herds *, 


Pm rank'd with beaſts of diff rent kinds, 
With ſpiteful tygars u, loving hinds v; 


John xv. 4. Abide in me, and 1 in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit 
of elt, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in 
me. Ver. 6. If a man abide not in me, he is caſt forth as a branch, and i 
with-red. 

John xv. 5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: he that abideth in me, 
and I in him, the ſame bringeth forth much fruit : for without me ye can do 
nothing. Song ii. 13. The fig-tree putteth forth her green figs, and the vines 
with the tender grape give a good ſmell Ver. 15. Take us the foxes, the lit- 
tle foxes that ſpoil the vines: for our vines have tender grapes. 

m Iſa lv. 13. Inſtead of the thorn ſhall come up the fir-tree; and inſtead 
of the brier ſhall come up the myrtle tree: and it ſhall be to the Lord for a 
name, tor an everlaſting ſign that ſhall not be cut off. And Ix. 13. The glory 
of Lebanon ſhall come unto thee, the fir-tree, the pine-tree, and the box to- 
gether, to beautity the place of my ſanctuary; and I will make the place of 
my feet glorious. | 

x Matth. zi, + And as they departed, Jeſus began to ſay unto the multi- 
tudes concerning John, What went ye into the wilderneſs to ſee? A reed 
ſhaken with the wind ? 

0 Iſa. vi. 13. But yet in it ſhall be a tenth, and it ſhall return, and it ſhal! 
be caten : as a teil-tree, and as an oak whoſe ſubſtance is in them, when they 
caſt their leaves: ſo the holy ſeed ſhall be the ſubſtance thereof. 

5 Ia. Iviii. 5 Is it ſuch a faſt that I have . hoſen? a day for a man to aſſlit 
his ſoul? is it to bow down his head as a bulruſh, and to ſpread ſackcloth 
and albes under him ? wilt thou call this a faſt, and an acceptable day to the 
Lord! 

9 Pſalm Ixxiii. 22. So fooliſh was I, ſviz. Aſaph] and ignorant; I was as 
2 beaft before thee. Prov. xxx. 2. Surely I {viz. Agur] am mote brutiſh then 
any nan, and have not the underſtanding of a man. 

r Matth. iii. 9. But when John ſaw many of the Phariſees and Sadducees 
come his baptiſm, le ſaid unto them, O generation of vipers, Cc. 

Song ii. ta. The time of the ſinging of birds is come, and the voice of the 
turtle is heard in our land. 

s Ifaiah Ix. 8. Who are theſe tht fly as a cloud, and as the doves to their 
windows. 

Matth. vii. 6. Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither caſt ye 
your pearl before {wine, leſt they trample them under their feet, and turn 
a22'u and rent you. 2 Pet. ii. 22. But it is happened unto them according to 
the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and, The fow 
that was wiſhed, to ber wallowing in the mite. 

u Pſalm xxii. 16. For dogs have compaſſed me, the aſſembly of the wicked 
bave ine] ſed me: they pierced my hands and my feet. Phil. iii. a. Beware 
of dogs, le arc o evil-workers, beware of the conciftion 

* Pfalm xviii. 33. God maketh my feet like hin ls teet, l ſortoth ne 3907 
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And creatures of diſtinguiſh'd forms, 

With mounting eagles », creeping worms *. 
A mixture of cach fort lam; 

A hurtful ſnake , a harmleſs Lamb ” ; 

A tardy als a, a ſpeedy roe b; 

A lion bold e, a tim'rous doe ©. 


A ſlothful owl e, a buſy ant *; 

A dove to mourn “, a lark to chant ; 
And with leſs equals to comparc, 

An ugly toad ', an angel fair &. 


SECT. X. 


The Myſtery of the Saint's Old and New Man further de- 
ſcribed ; and the Means of their ſpiritual Life. 


EMPTATIONS breed me much annoy a, 
Yet divers ſuch I count all joy ®. 


my high places. Prov. v. 19. Let her [viz. the wife of thy youth. ] be as the 
loving hind, and pleaſant toe, let her breaſts ſatisfy thee at all times, and be 
thou raviſhed always with her love. 

w Iſaiah xl. 31.— They ſhall mount up with wings as eagles. 

x Pſalm Iii. 6. But I am a worm, and no man. Iſaiah li. 14. Fear not, 
thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Ifracl, Cc. 

y Pſalm Iviii. 4. Their poiſon is like the poiſon of a ſerpent; they are like 
the deaf adder that ſtoppe th her ear. 

2 John xxi. 15, So when they had dined, Jeſus faith to Simon Peter, Simon 
ſon of Jonas, loveſt thou me more than theſe? He ſaith unto him, Yea, 
Lord; thou knoweſt that I jove thee, He ſaith unto him, Feed my lambs. 

a Job xi. 12. Vain man would be wiſe, though man be born like a wild 
aſes's colt. 

b Prov. vi 5. Deliver thyſelf [(my ſon] as a roe from the hand of the 
bunter. 

c Prov. xxviii. 1. The righteous are hold as a hon. 

d Ifaiah ii. 19. And they ſhall go into the holes of the rocks, and into the 
caves of the carth, for fear of the Lord, aud for the glory of his majeſty, when 
he ariſeth to ſhake terribly the carth. 

e Pſalm cii. 6. J am like an owl of the deſart. 

0 Prov. vi. 6. Go to the ant, thou fluggard, conſide her ways and be 
wife, Cc. 

4 Ifaiah xxxviii. 14. Like a crane or a {wallow, fo did I chatter: I did 
mourn as a dove : mine eyes tail with jooking upward : O Lord, I am oppreſ- 
ted, undertake tor me. Eck. vii. 16. But they that eſcape of them Cvig. Iſraci], 
{hall eſcape, and ſhall be on the mountains like doves of the valleys, all of 
them mourning, every one for his iniquity. 

Song ii 12. The time of the ſinging of birds is come, am! the voice of the 
'urtle is heard in our land. 

i Rom. Hi. 13.— he poiſon of aſps is under their lips. Job xl. 4. Behold, 
| am vile, what ſhall ] an{wer thee? 1 will lay mine hand upon my mouth. 

t Acts vi. 15. And all that ſat in the council, looking ſtedtality on him 
. viz. Stephen), ſaw his face as it had been the face of an angel. 2 Cor. itt. 15, 
But we all with open face, bcholding as in a glass, the glory of the Lord, 4 
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On earth I fee confuſions reel e, 

Yet wiſdom ord'ring all things well d. 

I fieep, yet have a walking ear e; 

Pm blind and deaf, yet ſee and hear f: 
Dumb, yet cry, ABBa, Father, plain * ; 
Born only once, yet born again“. 


My heart's a miror dim and bright *, 
A compound ſtrange of day and night k: 
O dung and di'monds, droſs and gold ! ; 
Of ſummer heat, and winter cold m. 


changed into the ſame image, from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the 

Lord. ; 

a Heb. xii. 11. Now no chaſtening for the preſent ſeemeth to be joyous 
but grievous, Cc. 1 Pet. i. 6. Whercin we greatly rejoice, though now for x 
ſeaſon (if necd be) ye are in heavineſs through manifold temptations. 

James i. 2. My brethren count it all joy when ye fall into divers tempta. 
tions. 

c Pſalm Ixxxii. 5. They know not, neither will they underſtand ; they walk 
on in darknefs : all the foundation of the earth are out of courſe 

d Pſalm xxix. 10. {he Lord ſitteth upon the flood: yea, the Lord ſitteth 
King for ever. And Ixxxix. 9. Thou ruleſt the raging ot the ſea : when the 
wa es thereof ariſe, thou ſtileſt them. Rom. viii. 28. And we know that all 
things work together for good, to them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpoſe. 

e Song v 2. I ſleep, but my heart waketh: it is the voice of my beloved 
that knocketh, ſaying, Open te me, my ſiſter, my love, my dove, my unde- 
filed : for my head is filled with due, and-my locks with the drops of the 
night. | 

7 Iſaiah xlii. 18, 19. Hear, ye deaf, and look, ye blind, that ye may ſee. 
Who is blind, but my ſervant ? or deaf, as my meſſenger that I ſent? who is 
blind as he that is perfect, and blind as the Lord's tervant? And xxxv. s, 
Then the eyes of the blind hall be opened, and the cars of the deaf ſhall be 
unſtopped. 

g Ifaiah xxxv. 6. Then ſhall—the tongue of the dumb ſing : for in the wil- 
dcrnefs ſhall waters break out, and ſtreams in the defart. Rom. viii. 15. For 
ye have not received the ſvirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received 
the Spirit of adoption, whercby we cry, Abba, Father 

ſchn iii. 3,6. Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto him [viz. Nicodemus), 
Verily, verily, I ſay unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot ſee 
the kingdom of God. Nicodemus ſaith unto him, How can a man be born 
when he is old? can he enter the ſecond time into his mother's womb, and be 
born? [Jeſus anſwered, Verily, verily, I ſay unto thee, Except a man be 
bern of water, and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 
That which is born of fleſh, is fleſh; and that which is born of the Spirit, is 

ſpirit. 

"; Lam. v. 17. For this our heart is faint, for theſe things our eyes are dim. 
Ifatah xxxii. 3. And the eyes of them that ſec, ſhall not be dim, Cc. 

k Zech. xiv. 7. But it ſhall be one day, which ſhall be known to the Lord, 
not day, ner night: but it ſhall come to paſs, that at evening-time it ſhall be 
light. 

. Mal ii. 3. Bchold, I will corrupt your ſeed, and ſpread dung upon your 
faces, even the dung of your ſolemn feaſts, and one ſhall take you away with 
it. Phil. iii. 8. Yea doubtleſs, and I count all things but loſs, for the excel- 
tency of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord: tor whom I have ſuffered 
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Down like a (tone 1 link and dive ", 
Yet daily upward ſoar and thrive . 
To heav'n 1 fly, to earth I tend v; 
Still better grow, yet never mend d. 


My heav'n and glory's ſure to me, 
Though thereof ſeldom ſure I be; 
Yet what makes me the ſurer is, 
God is my glory ', I am his ©. 


the loſs of all things, and do count them but dung that I may win Chriſt. 
Iaiah Ixii. 3. "Thou ſhalt alſo be a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, 
and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God. Iſaiah i. 25. Aud 1 will turn 
my hand upon thee, and purely purge away thy drofs, and take away all thy 
tin. Job xxiti. 10. God knoweth the way that I take : when he hath tried 
me, I ſhall come forth as gold. 

m Pſalm xxxix. 3- My heart was hot within me; while 1 was muſing the 
fe burned. Luke xxiv. 32. And they ſaid one to anorher, Did not our heart 
burn within vs, while he talked with us by the way, and while he opened 
to us the ſcriptures? Matth xxiv 12. And becauſe iniquity ſhall abound, 
the love of many ſhall wax cold. Rev. ii. 4. Nevertheleſs, I have ſomewhat 
againſt thee, becauſe thou haſt left thy firſt love. 

« Pſalm xlii 6, 7 O my God, my ſoul is caſt down within me: therefore 
will I remember thee from the land of Jordan, and of the Harmonites,” trom 
the hill Mizar. Deep calleth unto deep, at the noiſe of the water-ſpouts : all 
thy waves and thy billows are gone over me: 

o Palm xlii. 8, 9. Yet the Lord will command his loving-kindneſs in the 
day-time, and in the night his ſong ſhall be with me, and my prayer unto the 
God of my life. I will ſay unto God my rock, Why haſt thou forgotten me? 
why go I mourning becaute of the oppreſſion of the enemy? Veric x1. Why 
art thou caſt down, O my ſoul? and why art thou diſquieted within me? hope 
thou in God, for I ſhall yet praiſe him, who is the health of my countenance, 
and my God. | 

p Col. iii. 1, 2. If ye then be riſen with Chriſt, ſeek thoſe things which are 
above, where Chriſt ſitteth on the riglit-hand of God Set your aſſe Sion on 
things above, not on things on the carth. Pſalm xliv. 23. Our foul is bowed 
down to the duſt ; our belly cleaveth unto the earth 

4 Hoſea xiv. 5. I will be as the dew unto Iſrael: he ſhall grow as the lily, 
aud caſt forth his roots 2s Lebanon Verſe 3. They that dwell under his ſha- 
dow ſhall return; they ſhall revive as the corn, and grow as the vine: the 
ſcent thereof ſhall be as the, wine of Lebanon. Phil. iii. 12,—14. Not as 
though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow atter, 
if that I may apprehend that for which alſo I am apprehended of Chriſt Jeſus. 
Brethren, I count not myſelf to have apprchended: but this one thing I do, 
torgenting thoſe things which are behind, and er aching forth unto thoſe things 
which arc before, I preſs toward the mark, for the prize of the high calling of 
God in Chriſt Jeſus. Rom. vii. 23, 24. But I ſee another law in my members, 
warring againſt the law of my miad, and bringing me into captivity to the law 
of fin, which is in my members. O wretched man that I am! who ſhall de- 
liver me from the body of this death ? 

John xiv. 2, 3. In my Father's houſe are many manſions ; if it were not 
ſo, 1 would have told you: I go to prepare a place for you. And it I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myſelf, thas 
where I am, there ye may be alſo. 2 Pet. i. 10, Wherefore the rather, bre- 
thren, give diligence to make your calling and clection ſure. Heb iv. 1. Let 
us therefore fear, leſt a promiſe being lett us of catering into his reſt, any of 
You ſhould ſeem to come ſhort of it. 

/ Pfalm iii 3. But thou, O Lord, art a hicld for me; my glory, and the 


* 
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My life's expos'd to open view *, 

Yet cloſely hid, and known to few », 

Some know my place, and whence I came, 
Yer neither whence, nor where I am". 


] live in earth, which is not odd; 

But, lo! I alſo live with God : 

A Spirit without fleſh and blood, : 
Yet with them both to yield me food x. 


I leave what others dive upon, 
Let live I not on bread alone; 
But food adapted to my mind, 
Bare words, yet not on empty wind x. 


l'm no Anthropopagite rude, 
Though fed with human fleth and blood : 


But live ſuperlatively fine, 
My food's all ſpirit, all divine “. 


lifter up of mine head. Ifa. Ix. ry The ſun ſhall be no more thy light by 
day, neither tur brightneſs ſhall the moon give light unto thee : but the Lord 
ſhall be unto thee an everlaſting light, and thy God thy glory. 

s Ifa. xlvi. 13. I will place ſalvation in Zion for Iſrael my glory. 2 Cor. 
viii. 23. Whether any do enquire of Titus, he is my partner, and fellow hel- 
per concerning you : or our brethren be enquired of, they are the meſſengers 
of the churches, and the glory of Chriſt. 

t Pſalm xlix. 13. Thou makeſt us a reproach to our neighbours, a ſcorn and 
deriſion to them that are round about us. 

& Col. iii. 3. Your life is hid with Chriſt in God. | 

v John iii. 9, 10. Nicodemus anſwered and ſaid unto him, How can theſe 
things be? Jeſus anſwered and faid unto him, Art thou a maſter of [rae], 
and knoweſt not theſe things? Prov. xiv. 10. The heart knoweſt his own 
bitterneſs; and a ſtranger doth not intermeddle with his joy. 1 John iv, 16. 
And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; 
and he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and God in him. 

w Gal. ii. 10. I am crucified with Chriſt : nevertheleſs I live; yet not l, 
but Chriſt liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the fleſh, I live by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himſelf for me. 

x John iv. 24, God is a Spirit, and they that worſhip him, muſt worſhip 

him in ſpirit and in truth. And vi. 53, 54, 56. Then Jeſus ſaid unto them | viz. 
the Jews], Verily, verily I ſay unto you, Except ye cat the fleſh of the Son o: 
man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you. Whoſo eateth my fleſh, 
and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life, and I will raiſe him up at the las 
day. For my fleſh is meat indeed, and m blood is drink indeed, 
y Matth. iv. 4. But Jeſas anſwered and (aid [unto the tempter,] It is writ- 
ten, Man ſhall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth 
out of the mouth of God. Jer. xv. 16. Thy words were found, aud I did cat 
them; and thy word was unto me the joy, and rejoicing of mine heart, for | 
am called by thy name, O Lord God of hoſts. 

2 John vi. 57, 58. As the living Father hath ſent me, and [I live by the Fa 
ther : ſo he that eateth me, even he ſhall live by me. This is that bread 
which came down from heaven: not as your fathers did cat manna, aud art 
dead: he that eateth of this bread, ſhall live for ever. Ver. 63. It is the Spiri! 
that quiekeneth, the fleſh proſiteth nothing: the words that I ſpeak unto you, 
they are Spirit, and they arc lifc. 
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I feaſt on fulneſs night and day a; 
Yet pinch'd for want, I pine away b. 
My leanneſs, leanneſs, ah! 1 cry e; 
Yet fat and full of ſap am Id. 


As all amphibious creatures do, 
] live in land and water too e: 
To good and evil equal bent f, 
I'm both a devil s, and a faint b. 


While ſome men who on earth are gods i, 
Are with the God of heav'n at odds &; 
My heart, where helliſh legions are“, 

Is with the hoſts of hell at war w. 


4 Iſa. xxv. 6. And in this mountain ſhall the Lord of hoſts make vnto all 
people a feaſt of fat things, a teſt of wines on the lees, ot fat hings tull of 
marrow, of wines on the lets well refined Pſalm i 2. But his delight is in 
the law of the Lord, and in his law doth he meditate day and night 

þ Iſa. xli. 11. When the poor and needy ſock water, and there is non, and 
their toague faileth for thirſt, I the Lord will hear them, I che God of iſricl 
will not forſake them. Pſalm xl. 17 But I am poor and needy, yet the Lord 
thinketh upon me: thou art my help and my deliverer, make no tarryiag, O 
my God. 

: Iſa. xxv. 16. From the uttcrmoſt part of the earth hive we heard ſongs, 
even glory to the righteous; but ſaid, My I ann fs, my leannets, wo unto 
me: the treacherous. dealers have dealt treacherouſly ; yea, the treacherous 
dealers have dealt very treacherouſſy 

4 Pſalm xcii. 13, 14. Thoſe that be planted in the honſe of the orf, ſhall 
flouriſh in the courts of our Gad They ſhall ili brin? forth fruit in id 
age: they ſhall be fat and flouriſhing. And civ 16 The trees o the Lord 
are full of ſap: the cedars of ebanon which h. hath planted 

e Pſalm xcvi. 9. | will walk be'ore the Lord in the land of the iving. And 
uin 1, 2 Save me, O God, for the wat-15 are com. in uato my foul, I fink 
in deep mire, where there is no ſtanding: I am come into deep waters, where 
the floods overflow me. And [xxxviii. 1 Thy terrors came round about me 
daily like water, they compalled me about together 

Rom vii. 21. I find then a law, that when | would do good, evil is pre- 
ſent with me. 

g John vi. 50. Jeſus anſwered them, Have I not choſen you twelve, and 
one of you is a devil? And viii. 44. Ye are of your Father the devil, an! the 
luſts of your father ye will do. James iii. 15, This w:i{dom deſcendeth not 
from above, but is earthly, ſ-nſual, deviliſh 

1 Cor, vi. 1r. And ſuch were ſome of you: but ye are waſhed, but ye are 
ſantificd, but ye ate juſtificd in the name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spi- 
rit of our God. 

2 Pſalm Ixxxii. 6. I have ſaid, Ye are gods: and all of you are children of the 
oft High. 

t Pſalm Ixxxii 1,2. God ſtandeth in the cangregation of the mighty: he 
judgeth among the gods. How long will ye judge unjuſtly, and accept the 
perſons of the wicked? Selah. Ver. 3. They know not, neither will they va» 
derſt.nd ; they walk on in darkneſs : all the foundations of the earth are out 
of courſe. 

Matth. xv. 19. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, mu«ders, adul- 
teries, - fornications, thefts, falſe witneſs, blaſphemics. Luke iii 30 And le- 
ſos aſked him, ſaying, What is thy name? Aud he ſaid, Legion: becauſe 
many devils were entered into him. 


m Eph. vi. 12 For we wreſtle not againſt fleſh and blood, but ag:ialt prin- 
Vic Bo bf - 
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My will fulfils what's hard to tell, 

The counſel both of Heav'n = and hell ©: 
Heav'n, without fin, will'd fin to be? ; 
Yet will to ſin, is ſin in me 4. 


To duty ſeldom I adhere ”, 

Yer to the end I perſevere '. 

I die and rot upon beneath the clod * ; 
Yet live and reign as long as God +. 


S303. 
The Myſtery of CrrisT, his Names, Natures, and Offices, 


Y Lord appears; awake my ſoul ; 
Admire his name the Wonder ful a, 


cipalities, againſt powers, againſt the rulers of the darkneſs of this world, 2. 
gaiaſt ſpiritual wickedneſs in high places. 

» Rev. xvii 27. For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and te 
agree, and give their kingdom unto the beaſt, until the words of God ſhall be 
fulfilled. 

o Eph. ii. 3 Among whom alſo we all had our converſation in times paſt, in 
the luſts of our fleſh, fultilling the deſires of the fleſh, and of the mind; and 
were by nature the children et wrath, even as others. 

? James i. 13. Let no man ſay when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: 
for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man. Ads i. 
15, 16 Aud in thoſe days Peter ſtood up in the midſt of the diſciples, and 
ſaid, Mea and brethren, this ſcripture muſt needs have been fulfilled, which 
the Holy Ghoſt, by the mouth of David, ſpake before concerning Judas, 
which was guide to them that took Jeſus. And ii. 23. Jeſus of Nazareth, be- 
ing delivered by the determinate counſel and foreknowledge of God, ye have 
taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and ſlain, And iv. 27, 28. Forof 
a truth againſt thy holy child Jeſus, whom thou haſt anointed, both Herod 
and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Hrael were gathered 
together, for to do whatſoever thy hand and thy counſel determined betore to 
be done 

q Hoſea v. 11. Ephraim is oppreſſed, and broken in judgment; becauſe he 
willingly walked after the commandment 2 Cor. viii. 11, 12. Now therefore 
perform the doing of it; that as there was a readineſs to will, fo there may be 
a performance alſo out of that which you have. For if there be firſt a williug 
mind, it is accepted, according to that a man hath, and not according to that 
he hath not. 

r Pialm cxix 196. I have gone aſtray like a loſt ſheep, ſeek thy ſervant: 
for I do not forget thy commandments. 

F Heb. x 39. But ve are not of them that draw back unto perdition : but 
of them that believe to the ſaving of the ſoul 

s Pſalm xc. 3. Thou turneſt man to deſtruction: and ſayſt, Return ye 
children of men. 

t Joha v. 24. Verily, verily I ſay unto you, He that heareth my word, and 
believeth on him that ſent me, hath everlaſting life, and ſhall not come into 
condemnation; but is paſſed from death unto life: Rev. iti, 21, To him that 
overcometh will I grant to ſit with me in my throne, even as I alſo overcame, 
and am ſet down with my Father in his throne, And xxii. 5. And there ſhall 
be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the fun; for the 
Lord God giveth them light : and they ſhall reign for he and ever. 

a Ifa. ix. 6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a ſon is given, and the 
government ſhall be upon his ſhovider ; and his name ſhall be called, Wonderful. 


. 


SgcT. XI. The BELIEVER's RIDDLE, 203 


An infinite and finite mind Þ, 
Eternity and time conjoin'd e. 

The everlaſting Father ſtyl'd, 

Yet lately born, the virgin's child d. 
Nor father he, nor mother had, 
Yet full with both relations clad e. 


His titles differ and accord, 

As David's ſon, and David's Lord f. 
Through earth and hell how conqu'ring rode, 
The dying man, the riſing God s? 


My nature is corruption doom'd b; 
Yet, when my nature he attum'd, 


þ Pſalm cxlvii. 5s. Great is our Lord, and of great power: his underſtand- 
ing is infinite Luke ui. 52. And Jeſus increaſed in wiſdom and ſtature, and 
in favour with God and man. 

c Gal. iv. 4. But when the fulneſs of the time was come, God ſent forth his 
Son, made of a woman, made under the law. 

d Ifa. ix. 6. For unto us a child is born— : and his name ſhall be called 
The everlaſting Father. Matth i. 23. Behold, a virgin ſhall be with child, 
and ſhall bring forth a ſon, and they ſhall call his name Emmanuel, which 
being interpreted, is, God with us. 

e Heb. vii. 3. For this Melchiſedec—without father, without mother, with- 
out deſcent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like 
vato the Son of God, abideth a prieſt continually. Luke ii. 48, 29. And 
when they ſaw him they were amazed: and his mother ſaid unto him, Son, 
why haſt thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and I have ſought thee 
ſortowing And he ſaid unto them, How is it that ye ſought me! wiſt ye not 
that I muſt be about my Father's buſineſs ? 

F Matth. zii. 41,—45. While the Phariſees were gathered together, Jeſus 
aſked them, ſaying, What think ye ot Chriſt? whoſe ſon is he? They ſay un- 
to him, The ſon of David. He faith unto them, How then doth David in 
ſpirit call him Lord, faying, The Lord ſaid unto my Lord, Sit thou on my 
right-hand, till I make thine enemies thy foozſtool? If David then call him 
Lord, how is he his fon ? Cc. 

$ Matth xxi $s Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh un- 
to thee, meek, and fitting upon an aſs, and a colt the fole of an aſs. Ver. 8, 
9. And a very great multitude ſpread their garments in the way; others cut 
down branches from the trees, and ſtrawed them in the way. And the multitudes 
that went before, and that followed, cried, ſaying, Hoſanna tothe ſon of Da- 
vid: Bleſſed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord, Hoſauna in the high- 
eſt. Ver. 12. And Jcſus went into the temple of God, and caſt out all them 
that fold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the money- 
changers, and the feats of them that ſold doves. Col. ii. 15- And having 
ſpoiled prineipalities and powers, he made a ſhew of them openly, triumphin 
over them in it [viz. his croſs]. Rom. iv. 25 ſeſu our Lord was delivered 
for our offences, and was raiſed again for our juſtification. Eph. iv. 8. Where- 
tore he [viz, David] faith, When he aſcended on high, he led captivity cap- 
tire, and gave gifts unto men. Rom. i. 4. leſus Chriſt our Lord was declar- 
ed to be the Son of God with power, according to the ſpirit of holineſs, by the 
reſurrection from the dead, 

þ Eph. iv. 22. Put off concerning the former converſation, the old man, 
which is corrupt, accdrding to the deceitful luſts. 


Cc 2 
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He nor on him (to drink the brook i) 
My perſon nor corruption took k. 


Yet he aſſum'd my ſin and guilt !, 

For which the noble blood was ſpilt. 

Great was the guilt o'erflowing flood, 

'T he creature's and Creator's blood *! 

The Chief of chiets amazing came n, 

To bear the glory and the ſhame e; 

Anointed chief with oil of joy, 

Crown'd Chiet with thorns of ſharp annoy 4. 

Lo! in his white and ruddy face 

Roſes and lilies strive for place; 

i Plal cx. 7 He ſhall diink of the brook in the way: therefore ſhall he 
litt up the hed 

k tom. vii 3. God ſent his own Son, in the likeneſs of finful fleſh, and 


for un condemned fin in the fleſh. John: 1, 14 And the Word was made fleſh, 
and dwelt mo ę us (and we bebeld his glory, the glory as of the only begot- 


ten Of ihe Father) full of yrace and truth Luke i 35. And the angel anfwer- b 
cd ani! taid unto M-ry, The Huly Ghoſt ſhall come upon thee, ind the power th 
of the higheſt fl. a}! cverthadow thee 2 ther: tore alſo that holy thing which ſhall al 
be born ot thee, ſha'l be called the n of God Heb. ii. 16. For verily he 
took not on him the nature ot angels; but he took on him the ſeed of Abra- be 
ham And wn 26, 27 For ſuch an High-prieſt became us, who is holy, pl 
harmle's, undefiled, ſeparate from finners, and made higher than the heavens; be 
who rn eded not daily, as thoſe high-priefts, to offer up ſacrifice, tirſt tor his own * 
fins, and then ior the peoples; tor this he did unce, when he offered up him- 4 
ſelt. 
Iſa. lin $, 6 All we like ſheep have gone aſtray; we have turned every one 
to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 2 Cor. f 
v 21. God hath made Chriſt to be fin tor us, who knew no fin; that we might ba 
be mad: the righteouſneſs of God in him. Matth. xx. 28. The Son of man th 
came to give his life a ranſom tor many. 1 
m Rom. iii 25. Whom God hath ſet forth to be a propitiation, through 
faith in his blood, to declare his righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of fins that ate T 
paſt, throvgh the torbearance of God. Ads xx. 28. Feed the church of God, th 


which he hath purchaſed with his own blood, 1 Pet i. 18, 19. Foraſwuch as 


ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as ſilver and gold, ha 
trom your v41n converſation, received by tradition trom your father; but with 0 
the precious blood ef Chriſt, as of a Lan b without blemiſh and without ſpot, li 
1 John in. 16. Hereby perceive we the love of God, becauſe he laid down his fo 
lite tor us. ne 
„ Rev. i. 4, f. Grace be unto you, and peace from leſus Chriſt, who is 0 
the taithtul witneſs, and the firſt-begotten ot the dead, and the Prince ot the ju 
kings of the carth. | gl 
6 Acch. vi. 12, 13. Behold, the man whoſe name is the Braxcn,—he ſhall yy 
Þuild the temple of the Lord, and he ſhall bear the glory Heb. xii 2. Jefus, tl 
for the joy that was ſet before him, endured the crots, deſpiſing the ſhame, Cc. 
ů Pi.Iim IIe. 5. Thou loveſt righteouſneſs, and hateſt Wicke dne fs: there- th 
fore God, thy God, hath anvinted thee with the oil of gladueſs above thy — 
fellows. | | cy 
g Matth xxvii. 29. And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put 1 
it upon his head, and a reed in bis right-hand: and they towed the kate be- " 


fore him, and mocked him, ſay ing, Hail king of the eus. 
1 Song ii. 1. I am the roſe of Sharon, and the lily of the valleys, Ver. 19. 
My beloved is white and ruddy, the chiefeſt among ten thouſand. 
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The morning-ſtar, the riſing ſun 
With equal {peed and ſplendor run f. 


How glorious is the church's Head, 
The Son of God, the woman's ſeed *! 
How ſearchleſs is his noble clan *, 
The firſt, the laſt, the ſecond man v! 


With equal brightneſs in his face, 
Shines divine juſtice, divine grace“: 
The jarring glories kindly meet, 
Stern vengeance, and compathon ſweet *. 
God is a Spirit ; ſeems it odd 

To ling aloud the blood of God * ? 

Yea, hence my peace and joy reſult, 

And here my laſting hope is built . 


Rev xxii. 16. IT Jeſus] am the root and the offspring of David, and the 
bright and morning-ſtar. Mal iv. 2. But unto you that fear my name, ſhall 
the Sun of righteouine ſs ariſe with healing in his wings; and ye ſhall go torth 
and grow up as calves of the ſtall. 

Col. i. 18. And Chriſt is the head of the hody, the church; who is the 
beginning, the firſt born trom the Grad : that in a!) things he might have the 
pre-eminence. John iii. 16. God e loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whoſoever belicveth in him, ſhovid not periſh, but have 
everlaſting life. Gen. iii. 15, And I | viz. the | ord God] will put enmity be- 
tween thee and the woman, and between thy ſeed and her iced: it ſhall bruiſe 
thy head, and thou ſhalt hruite his heel. 

t Ifaiah liti. 8. He was taken from priſon and from judgment: and who 
mall declare his generation ? Prov. xxx. 4. Who hath aſcended up into hea» 
ven, or deſcended ? who hath gathered the wind in his fiſts ? who hath bound 
the waters in a garment ? who hath eſtabliſhed all the ends of the earth? what 
is his name, and what is his Son's name, if thou canſt tell? 

« Rev. i. 11. | am Alpha and Omega, the firſt and the laſt. 1 Cor. xv. 45. 
The lat Adam was made a quickening ſpirit. Verſe 47. The ſccond mau is 
the Lord from heaven. 

v 2 Cor. iv. 6. For God who commanded the light to ſhine out of darkneſs, 
hath ſhined io our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God, in the tace of Jeſus Chriſt Rom. iii. 24,—26. Being juſtified freely by 
lis grace, through the redemption that is in .Jelus Chriſt : whom God hath ſer 
forth o be a propitiation, through faith in his blood, to declare his righteouſ- 
neſs for the remiſſion of ſins that are paſt, through the forbearance of God; 
to declare, I fay, at ti is time his righteouſneſs : that he might be juſt, and the 
juſtiſier of him which believeth in Jeſus. Eph. i. 6, 57. To the praiſe of the 
glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accep'ed in the Beloved: in whom 
we have redemption through his blood, the forgivenets of fins, according to 
the riches of kis grace, 

w Rom. v. 20, 21. But where fin abounded, grace did much more abound; 
that as fin hith reigned unto death, even ſo might grace reign through righ- 
teoufneſs unto eternal life, by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Pſalm Ixxzxv. 10. Mer- 
cy and truth are met together: righteouſneſs ind peace have kiſſed ech other, 

x John iv. 24. God is a Spirit, and they that worſhip him, muſt worſhip 
him in ſpirit and in truth. Acts xx. 28. Feed the church of God, which he 
bath purchaſed with his own blood. 

Rom v. 1, Theretore, being juſtified by faith, we have peace with God, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Verſe 10. For if when we were eacmies, we 
Were reconciled to God by the death ot his Son; much more being reconciled, 
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Love through his blood a vent has ſought, 
Jet divine love was never bought: 

Mercy could never purchas'd be, 

Yet ev'ry mercy purchas'd he *. 


His triple ſtation brought my peace, 

The Altar, Prieſt, and Sacrifice 4; 

His triple office ev'ry thing, 

My Prieſt, my Prophet is, and King b. 
This King, who only man became, 

Is both the Lion and the Lamb e: 

A King of kings, and kingdoms broad d; 
A ſervant both to man and God e. 


we ſhz1l be ſaved by his life. 1 Pet. iii. 15. Be ready always to yive an an- 
ſwer to every mn that aſketh you a reaſon of the hope that is in you, with 
meckucſs and fear. Verſe 18 For Chriſt hath alſo once ſuſſered for ſins, the 
juſt tor the unjuſt, (that he might bring us to God,) being pui to death in the 
fleſh, but quickened by the Spirit. 

z Rom. v. 9. Much morc then being now juſtified by his blood, we ſhall 
be ſaved from wrath through him. Verſe 2. See letter w. John iii 16. God 
ſo loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever be- 
lieveth in him, ſhould not perith, but have everlaſting life. Rom. ix. 15, 
God faith to Muſcs, I will have mercy on whom | will have mercy; and! 
will have e mpaſſion on whom | will have compaſſion. Eph. i. 3. Bleſſed be 
the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath bleſſed us with all 
ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly places in Chriſt. 

a Heb. xiii. 10. We have an altar whereof they have no right to eat, which 
ſerve the tabernacle. And ii. 1. Wherefore in all things it behoved him to 
be made Ike unto his brethren ; that he might be a mcrciful and faithful High- 
prieſt, in things pertaining to God, to make recunciliation for the ſins of the 
people. And ix. 26. But now once in the end of the world, hath Chriſt ap- 
pearcd to put away fin by the ſacrifice of himſelt. 

b Acts vii. 37. This is that Moſes which ſaid unto the children of Iſrael, A 
prophet ſhall the Lord your God raiſe up unto you of your brethren, Ike un- 
to me; him ſhall ye hear. Ifaiah zxziti. 22. The Lord is our judge, the 
Lord is our Jawgiver, the Lord is our king, he will ſave us. 

c 1 Tim iii. 16. And without contruverſy, great is the myſtery of godlineſs: 
God was manifeſted in the fleſh, &c. Rev. v. 5, 6. And one of the elders 
ſaith unto me (viz. John,] Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, 
the root ot David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to looſe the ſeven 
ſeals thereof, And I beheld, and lo, in the midſt of the throne, and of the 
four beaſts, and in the midſt of the eldets ſtood a Lamb as it had been lain, 
having even horas, and ſcven eyes, which are the ſeven ſpirits of God ſent 
forth into all the ert. Verſe 12, Worth is the Lamb that was ſlain, to re- 
ceive power, and riches, and wiidom, and ſtrength, and honour, and glory, 
and bleſſing. 

4 Rev. xix. 16. And he [1iz. the Word of God] hath on his veſture and on 
his thigh a name writter, Kor KINGS, AND LOAD OF LORDS. Jfaich 
zXXVIi. 15, 16. Aud Hez:kiah prayed unto the Lord, ſaying, O Lord of hoſts, 
God of lirael, h iwelleſt between the cherubims, thou art the God, even 
thou alone, 2'! thy kinydoms of the carth, thou haſt made heaven and earth. 
Rev. xi. 15, Aa! tie ſeroth angel founded, and there were great voices in 
heaven, ſaying, The kinytomns of this world are become the kinzdoms ot our 
Lord, and of his Chriſt; nd he ſhall reign for ever and ever, 

e Matth. xx. a8. Thc Son of man came not to be miniſtered unto, but to 
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This Prophet kind himſelf has ſet 
To be my book and alphabet, 
And ev'ry needful letter plain, 
Alpha, Omega, and Amen. 


SECT. XII. 


The Myſtery of the B.LIE VHR s mixed State further enlarg- 
ed; and his getting Good out of Evil. 


EHOLD, Im all defil'd with fin “! 
Yet, lo! all glorious am within b. 
In Egypt and in Goſhen dwell e; 
Still moveleſs, and in motion ſtill d. 


Unto the name that moſt I dread, 
I flee with joyful wings and ſpeed e. 
My daily hope does moſt depend 
On him I daily moſt offend f. 


miniſter, and to give his life a ranſom for many. Phil. ii. 5. Chriſt Jcſus made 
himſelf of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a ſervant, and was 
made in the likeneſs of men. Ifaiah xlii. 1. Behold my ſervant, whom | up- 
hold; mine elect, in whom my ſoul delighteth. And liii. 11. By his knowledge 
ſhall my righteous ſervant juſtify many. 

f Rev. i. 8. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, faith 
the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty. 
Verſe tr. 1 am Alpha and Omega, the firſt and the laſt: and, What thou 
John] ſeeſt, write in a book, and ſend it unto the ſeven churches which are 
in Aſia. And xi. 6. 1 am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end: T 
will give unto him that is athirſt, of the fountain of the water of life freely. 
And xxii. 13. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the firſt 
and the laſt. And iii. 14. And unto the angel of the church of the Lavdiceans, 
write, Theſe things ſaith the Amen, the faithful and true witneſs, the begin- 
ning of the creation of God, Cc. 

« Ifaiah Iziv. 6. But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteouſ- 
neſſes, are as filthy rags. 

Palm xlv. 15. The King's daughter is all glorious within; her clothing is 
of wrought gold. 

c Plalm cxx. 5, 6. Wo is me, that I ſojoarn in Meſech, that [ dwell in the 
tents of Kedar, My foul hath long dwelt with him that hateth peace. And 
xvi. 5, 6. The Lord is the portion of mine inheritance, and ot mycup : thou 
maintaineſt my lot. The lines are fallen unto me in pleaſant places; yea, I 
have a goodly heritage. 

4 1 Cor. xv. 58. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye ſtedfaſt, unmove- 
able, always abounding in the work of the Lord, foraſmuch as ye know that 
your labour is not in vain in the Lord. 

e Palm exliii. 2. O Lord, enter not into judgment with thy ſervant : for 
in thy fight ſhall no man living be juſtified. Verſe g. Deliver me, O Lord, 
from mine enemies: I flee unto thee to hide me. 

 } Palm xxv. 11. For thy name's ſake, O Lord, pardon mine iniquity : for 
it is great. Jer. xiv. vii. O Lord, though our iniquities teſtify againſt us, do 
_ thy name's ſake : tor our backllidiags are many, we have ſinned a- 
Nialt thee. : 
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All things againſt me are combin'd, 
Yet working for my good, I find 8. 
I'm rich in midlt of poverties ; 
And happy in my miferies '. 

Oft my Comforter ſends me grief; 
My helper ſends me no relict “. 
Yet herein my advantage lics, 
That help and comfort he denies !. 


As ſeamſters into pieces cut 

The cloath they into form would put; 
He cuts me down to make me up, 
And empties me to fill my cup W. 

I never can myſelf enjoy, 

Till he my woful felt deſtroy ; 

And moſt of all myſelf Jam, 

When molt 1 do myſelf diſclaim ”. 


Gen. zhi. 36. And Jacob their father ſaid unto them, Me have ye heren. 


ed of my children; Joſeph is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take Benji 


min away : all theſe things are againſt me. Rom. viii. 28 And we know that 
all things work together for good, to them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to his purpoſe 

þ Rev. ii. 8, 0. And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna, write, Thek 
things faith the firſt and the laſt, which was dead, and is alive; I know thy 
works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich). 

5 Rom. v 3.—5 And not only fo, but we glory in tribulations alſo, know. 
zng that tribulation worketh patience; and patience, experience; and eipe· 
rience, hope: and hope maketh not aſhamed}, becauſe the love of God is ſhed 
abroad in our hearts, by the Holy Ghoſt which is given unto us z Cor. xii. 16, 
Therefore [Paul] take Ver- in infirmitics, in reproaches, in neceſſities, 
in perſecutious, in diſtreſſes for Chriſt's ſake : tor when I am weak, then am [ 
ſtronmg. 

4 DR i. 16. For theſe things I werp; mine eye, mine eye runneth down 
with water, becauſe the comforter that ſhould relieve my ſoul, is far from me. 
Ifaiah xlv. xs. Verily thou art a God that aideſt thyſelf, O God of Ifracl the 
Saviour. 

I Iſaiah xxx. 18. And therefore will the Lord wait, that he may be gracious 
vnto you; and therefore will he be exalted, that he may have mercy upon you! 
for the Lord is a God of judgment; bleſſed are all they that wait for him. 

m Hoſea v. 15. 1will go and return to my place, till they acknowledge their 
offence, and ſeek my face: in their affliction they will ſeek me early. And 
vi. 1, 2. Come and let us return unto the Lord: for he hath torn, and he will 
deal us; he hath ſmitten, and he will bind us up. After two days will he re- 
vive vs, in the third day he will raiſe us up, and we ſhall live in his ſight. 
Pſalm cvii. 9. God ſatisfieth the longing ſoul, and filleth the hungry ſoul with 

efs. Luke i. 53. And Mary 1aid, —He hath filled the hungry with good 
things, and the rich be hath ſent empty away. 

„ Luke ix. 23, 24. And Jeſus ſaid to them all, If any man will come after 
me, let him deny himſelf, and take up his crofs daily, and follow me. For 
whoſoever will ſave his life, ſhall loſe it: but whoſoever will loſe his life vor 
my ſake, the ſame ſhall fave it. Rom. viii. 13. If ye live after the fleſh, ye 
Mall dic: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the decds of the body, ye 


hall live. 2 Cor. xii. 10. See letter i. 
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| glory in infirmities ®, 

Yet daily Pm aſham'd of theſe p; 
Yea, all my pride gives up the ghoſt, 
When once | but begin to boaſt 9. 


My chemiſtry is moſt exact, 
Heav'n out of hell I do extra&*®: 
This art to me a tribute brings 
Of uſeful out of hurtful things .. 


] learn to draw well out of woe, 
And thus to diſappoint the foe 5; 
The thorns that in my fleſh abide, 
Do prick the tympany of pridet. 
By wounding foils the field I win, 
And fin itſelf deſtroys my fin u: 


+ 2 Cor. xii. 9. Moſt gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, 
that the power of Chriſt may reſt upon me 

o Plalm Ixxiii. 18, 16. If I fay, I will ſpeak thus, behold, I ſhould offend 
zgainſt the generation of thy children. When I ſought to know this, it was too 
paintul for me, Cc. And |xxvii. 8, 9, 10. Is his mercy clean gone for ever? 
doth his promiſe fail for evermore ? hath God forgotten to be gracious ? hath 
e in anger ſhut up his tender mercies ? Selah. And I ſaid, This is my jaſit- 
muy: but 1 will remember the years of the right-hand of the Moſt High, 

q Ia. xlv. 24, 25. Surely, ſhall one ſay, In the Lord have | righteouſneſs 
and ſtrength : even to him ſhall men come, and all that are incenſed againſt 
kim, ſhall be aſhamed. In the Lord ſhall all the ſeed of Iſrael be juſtified, 
and ſhall glory. Pfalm xliv. 6. I will not truſt in my bow, neither ſhall my 
ſword ſave me. Ver. 8. In God we boaſt all the day long: and praiſe thy name 
for ever, Selah. ; 

Jonah ii 1, 2. Then Jonah prayed unto the Lord his God out of thy 
fſh's belly, and ſaid, I cried by reaſon of mine aſſtiction unto the Lord, and he 
heard me; out of th- belly of hell cried I, and thou heardſt my voice. Ver. 4. 
Then ſaid l, I am caſt out of thy ſight: yet I will look again toward thy holy 
temple. Matth xv. 26, 27, 28. But Jeſus anſwered and ſaid [ unto the woman 
of Canaan, I It is not meet to take the childrens bread, and to caſt it to dogs. 
And ſhe ſaid, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs cat of the crumbs which fall from 
heit maſter's table. Then Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto her, O woman, great is 
thy faith: he it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was made 
whole from that very hour. Pſalm ii. 6, 5, 8. O my God, my foul 1s caſt 
down within me: therefore will I remember thee from the land of Jordan, and 
ofthe Hermonites, from the hill Mizar. Deep calleth unto decp, at the noiſe of 
iy water-ſpouts : all thy waves and thy billows are gone over me, Yet the 
Lord will command his loving-kindnei in the day-time, and in the night his 
long ſhall be with me, and my prayer unto the God of my life. 

Kom. v. 2, 4, 5. See letter i. 

5 Micah vii. 8. Rejoice not againſt me, O mine enemy: when I fall, I ſhall 
ariſe; when I fit in darkneſs, the Lord ſhall be a light unto me. 

! 2 Cor. xii. y. And leſt I ſhould be exalted above meaſure throngh the a- 
bundance of revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the fleſh, the meſ- 
lenger of Satan to buffet me, leſt I ſhould be exalted ahove meaſure. 

Rom. viii. 35, 37+ Who ſhall ſeparate us from the love of Chriſt ? Shall 
bulation, or diſtreſs, or perſecution, or famine, or pakednefs, or peril, or 
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My luſts break one another's pate, 
And each corruption kills its mate “. 


] ſmell the bait, I feel the harm 

Ot corrupt ways, and take th' alarm. 
I za/te the bitterneſs of ſin, 

And then to relith grace begin v. 


I hear the tools profanely talk, 
Thence wiſdom learn in word and walk *: 


ſword ? Nay, in all theſe things we are more than conquerors, through him 
that loved us. Pſalm Ixv. 3. Iniquities prevail againſt me: as for our tranſ- 
greſhons, thou ſhalt purge them away. 2 Chron. 24, 25, 26 In thoſe days 
Hezekiah was lick to the death, and prayed unto the Lord: and he ſpake un- 
to him, and he gave him a ſign. But Hezekiah rendered nos again, accord. 
ing to the benefit done unto him: for his heart was lifted up; therefore there 
was wrath upon him, and upon Judah and Jeruſalem. Notwithſtanding, He- 
zekiah humblcd khimſclt for the pride of his heart, (both he and the inhahi- 
tants ot Jeruſalem,) ſo that the wrath of the Lord came not upon them in the 
days of Hezekiah 

v Rom. vii. 5,8, o What ſhall we ſay then? Is the law fin ? God forbid, 
Nay, I had not knoun fin, but by the law: tor I had not known luſt, except 
the law had ſaid, Thou ſhalt not covet. But fin taking occaſion by the com- 
mandment, wrought in me all manner of concupiſcence. For without the law 
ſin was dead. For | was alive without the law once: but when the commandment 
came, fin revived, and 1 died, Ver. 11. For fin taking occaſion by the com- 
mandment, deceived me, and by it flew me. Ver. 13. Was then that which 
is good made death unto me? God forbid. But fin that it might appear fin, 
working death in me by that whicn is good; that fin by the commandment 
mizht become exceeding ſinful. Where you ſce the ſight and feeling of fin kills 
Self. ohn ix. 39, 40, 41. And Jeſus ſaid, For judgment I am come into 
this world: that they which ſee not, might ſee; and that they which fee, 
may be made blind And ſome of the Phariſees which were with him, heard 
theſe words, and ſaid unto him, Are we blind alfo ? Jeſus ſaid unto them, lt 
ye were blind, ye ſhov)d have no fin: but now ye fay, We ſee; therefore 
your fin r:maineth. Pſalm lix. 11. Slay them not, leſt my people forget; 
ſcatter them by thy power; and bring them down, O Lord our ſhield. Mat. 
XXV1. 3}, 34 peter anſwered and ſaid unto him, Though all men ſhall be of- 
fended becauſe of thee, yet will I never be offended. Jeſus fairch unto him, 
Verily I ſay unto thee, that this night, before the cock crow, thou ſhalt de. 
ny me thrice. Ver. 55. And Peter remembered the words of Jefus, which faid 
unto him, Before the cock crow, thou thalt deny me thrice. And he went out, 
and wepr bitterly. 

w Rom vi. zt. What fruit had ye then in thoſe things, whereof ye are now 
aſhame ? for the en1 of thoſe things is death. Pfal. xiz 11. Moreover, by 
them [viz. the judgments of the Lord] is thy ſervant warned: and in keeping of 
them there is great reward. And Ixxiii 17, 18, 19. Until I went into the fanctu- 
arv of God; then underſtood I their end Surely thou didſt ſet them in flip: 
pery places: thou caſtedſt them down into deſtruction. How are they brought 
into defolation, as in a moment! they are »tterly couſumed with terrors. Jet. 
ii. 19. Thine own wickedneſs ſha!l correct thee, and thy backſlidings hall 
re prove thee : know therefore and ſce, that it is an evil thing and bitter, that 
thou haſt forſaken the Lord thy God, and that my fear is not in thee, ſaith 
the Lori God of boſls. 

x Job xxi. 13, 14, 15. They ſpend their days in wealth, and in a moment 
go down to the grave. Therefore they ſay unto God, Depart from us ; 
we delice not the knowledge of thy ways, What is the Almighty, that ve 
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I /ee them throng the paſſage broad, 
And learn to take the narrow road !. 


SEC. T5 AMEL 
The Myftery of the Saixr's Adverſaries and Adverfities. 


Lump of woe affliction is, 

Yet thence I borrow lumps of bliſs * : 
Though few can ſee a bleſſing in't, | 
It is my furnace and my mint b. 


Its ſharpneſs does my luſts diſpatch ©; 

Its ſuddenneſs alarms my watch ; 

Its bitterneſs refines my taſte, 

And weans me from the creature's breaſt* ; 


Its weightineſs doth try my back, 
That faith and patience be not ſlack *: 


ſhould ſerve him? and what profit ſhall we have if we pray unto him? Eph. iv. 
20, 21, 22. But ye have not fo learned Chriſt ; if ſo be that ye have heard him, 
and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jeſus? that ye put off con- 
cerning the former converſation, the old man, which is corrupt according to 
the deceitful luſts. And ver 6, 7, 8. Let no man deceive you with vain words: 
for becauſe of theſe things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of diſo- 
bedience, Be not ye therefore partakers with them. For ye were ſomeimes 
darkneſs, but now are ye light in the Lord : walk as children of light. Ver. 
11. And have no fellowſhip with the unfruitful works of darkneſs, but rather 
reprove them. 

Matth. vii. 13, 14. Enter ye in at the the ſtrait gate; for wide is the gate, 
and broad is the way that leadeth to deſlguction, and many there be which go 
in thercat: becauſe ſtrait is the gate, and narrow is the way which leadeth un- 
to life, and few there be thar find it. 

a Heb. xii. 11. Nbw, no chaſtening for the preſent ſeemeth to be joyous, but 
grievous: nevertheleſs, afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteouſ- 
neis, unto them which are exerciſed thereby. James i. 12. Bleſſed is the man 
tha: endureth temptation : for when he is tried, he ſhall endure the crown of 
life, which the Lord hath promiſed to them that love him. 

b Ifa. xxxi. 9. And he (viz. the Aſſyrian] ſhall paſs over to his ſtrong hold 
for fear, and his priaces ſhall be afraid of the enfigu, faith the Lord, whoſe 
fire is in Zion, and his furnace is in ſeruſalem. 

c Pſalm xlv. 5 Thine arrows are ſharp in the heart of the king's enemies; 
whereby the people tall under thee 

d Mark xiii 35, 36, 3737 Watch ye therefore, (for ye know not when. the 
maſter of the houſe cometh : at even, or at midnight, or at the cock-crowing, 
or in the morning, ) leſt coming ſuddenly he find you ſleeping. And what [ 
fay unto you, I ſay unto all, Watch. 

e Jer ik. 19. See letter w forecited. And iv. 18. Thy way and thy doings 
have procured theſe things unto thee, this is thy wickedueſs, becauſe it is dit- 
ter, becauſe it reacheth unto thine heart. 

James i. 2, 3, 4 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers 
temptations; knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 
nut let patience have her perlect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, 


wanting nothing. 
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It is a fanning wind, whereby 
I am unchaff'd of vanity 8. 


A furnace to refine my grace h, 
A wing to lift my ſoul apace '; 
Hence ſtill the more I ſob diſtreſt, 
The more I ſing my endleſs reſt k. 


Mine enemies that ſeek my hurt, 

Of all their bad deſigns come ſhort ! ; 
They ſerve me duly to my mind, 

With favours which they ne'er deſign'd m. 


The fury of my foes makes me 
Faſt to my peaceful refuge flee n; 
And ev'ry perſecuting elf 

Does make me underſtand myſelf o. 


g Iſa. xxvii. , 9. In meaſure when it ſhooteth forth, thou wilt debate with 
it: he ſtayeth his rough wind in the day of his caſt-wind. By this therefore 
ſhall the iniquity of Jacob be purged, and this is all the fruit to take away his 
fin 


þ Mal. iii. 3. And he {viz. the meſſenger of the covenant] ſhall fit as a 
reſiner and purifier of ſilver: and he ſhall purify the ſons of Levi, and purge 
them as gold and filver, that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righ- 
teouſneſs. 

i Pſalm cxliii. 9. Deliver me, O Lord, from mine enemies: I flce unto the: 
to hide me, 

t 2 Cor. iv. 16, 17. For which cauſe we faint not; but though our outward 
man periſh, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. For our light afflic- 
tiou, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and e- 
ternal weight of glory. 

[ Pſalm xxxiii. 10. The Lord bringeth the counſel of the Heathen to nought: 
he maketh the devices of the people of none effect. 

m Gen. I. 20. And joſeph ſaid unto his brethren, —As for you, ye thought 
evil againſt me; but God micant it unto good, to bring to paſs, as it is this 
day, to ſave much people alive. 

» Pſalm ly. 23. But thou, O God, ſhalt bring them down into the pit uf 
deſtruction ; bloody and deceitful men fl. all not live out half heir days; but 
1 will truſt in thee. 

o My fin ; Iſa. xlii. 24. Who gave Jacob for a ſpoil, and Iſrael to the rob- 
hers ? did not the Lord, he againſt whom we have finned ? for they would nct 
walk in his ways, ncither were they obedient unto his law. — My duty ; 2 Sam. 
xvi. 11, 12. And David ſaid to Abiſhai, and to all his ſervants, Behold, my 
ſon which came forth of my bowels, ſecketh my life: how much more nov 
may this Benjamite do it ? Jet him alone, and let him curſe ; tor the Lord hath 
bidden bim. It may be that the Lord will look on mine affliction, and that 
the Lord will requite me good for his curſing this day. Micah vii, 8, 9. Re- 
Joice not againſt me, O mine cnemy : when I fall, I ſhall ariſe; when ! fit 
in darkneſs, the Lord ſhall be a light unto me. I will bear the indignation 
of the Lord, becauſe I have ſinned againſt him, until he plead my cauſe, and 
execute judpment for me: he will bring me forth to the light, and I ſhall be- 
hold bis 1iyhtcouſneſs.—— My ſafety ; Plalm ix. 9, 10. The | ord alſo will be a 
refuge for the opprefied, a retnge in times of trouble, Aud they that know 
ty name, will put their truſt- in thee : for thou, Lord, haſt not forſakc! 
them that fect thee, Ver 16. The Lord is kuown by the judgment which l 
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Their flanders cannot work my ſhame p, 
Their vile reproaches raiſe my name ; 
In peace with Heav'n my ſoul can dwell, 
Even when they damn me down to hell!“. 


Their fury can't the treaty harm , 
Their paſſion does my pity warm * : 
Their madneſs only calms my blood; 


By doing hurt, they do me good“. 


They are my ſordid flaves I wot ; 
My drudges, though they know it not“: 


executeth : the wicked is ſnared in the work of his own hands. Higgaion, 
lah. 

= Pſalm xxxi. 13, 14. For I have heard the ſlander of many, fear was on 

every ſide, while they took counſel together againſt me, they deviſed to take 

away my life. But I truſted iu thee, O Lord: I faid, Thou art my God. 

1 Pet. iv. 14. If ye be reproached for the name of Chriſt, happy are ye; 
for the Spirit of glory and of God reſteth upon you: on their part he is evil 
ſpoken of, but on your part he is glorified. 

Numb. xxiii. 5, 8. And Balaam took up his parable, and ſaid, Balak the 
king of Moab hath brought me from Aram, out of the mountains of the eaſt, 
ſaying, Come, curſe me jacob, and come, dety Iſrael. How thall I curſe, 
whom God hath not curſed ? or how ſhall I defy, whom the Lord hath not 
deßed? Verſe 23. Surely there is no enchantment agaialt ſacob, neither is 
there any divination againſt Iſrael : according to this time it ſhall be ſaid of 
Jacob, and of Ifrael, What hath God wrought ! 

Prov. xxvi. 2. As the bird by wandering, as the ſwallow by flying, fo the 
curſe eauſeleſs ſhall not come. 

s r Pet. iii. 8, 9. Finally, he ye all of one kind, having compaſſion one 
of another, love as br-thren, be pitiful, be courteous ; not rendering evil for 
evil, or railing for railing : but contrariwiſe, bleſſing; knowing that ye are 
thereunto called, that ye ſhould inherit a bleſſing. l 

t Pfalm Ixix. 12, 13. They that fit in the gate ſpeak againſt me; and I was 
the ſong of the drunkards. But as for me, my prayer is unto thee, O Lord, 
in an acceptable time: O God, in the multitude of thy mercy hear me, in the 
truth of thy ſalvation. 

u Gen, I. 20. See letter m ſorecited. Eſther ix. 20,25. And Mordecai wrote 
theſe things, and ſent letters unto all the Jews that were in all the provinces 
of the king Ahaſuctus, both nigh and far, to ſtabliſh this among them, that 
they ſhould keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar, and the bftcenth day 
of the ſame yearly : as the days wherein the Jews reſted trom their enc mies, 
and the month which was turned unto them trom ſorrow to joy, and trom 
mourning into a good day: that they ſhould make them days of teaſting and 
joy, and of ſending portions one to another, and gifts to the poor. And the 
Jews undertook to do as they had begun, and as Mordicai had written unto 
them. Becauſe Haman the ſoa of Hammedatha the Agagite, the enemy of all 
the Jews, had adviſed againſt the Jews to deſtroy them, and had caſt Pur (that 
is, the lot) to conſume them, and to deſtroy them: but when Eſther came be- 
fore the king, he commanded by letters, that bis wicked device which he de- 
viſed againſt the ſews, ſhould return upon his own bead, and that he and his 
fons ſhould he hinged on the gallous. 

v Jer. XXV. 8, 9. Therefore thus faith the Lord of hoſts, Becauſe ye have 
not heard my words, Behold, I will ſend and take all che tamilies of the north, 
faith the Lord, and Nebuchadrezzar the king of Bubylon my ſervant, and will 
bring them againſt this land, and againſt the inhabiteats thereof, aud againt 
all theſe nations round about, and will utterly deſtroy them, and make them 
an altonihment, aad au hing, ant perpetual dfolitions, Verſe 12, An! 


| 
| 
| 
| 


214 GOSPEL SONNETS. 


They act to me a kindly part, 
With little kindneſs in their heart . 


They ſweep my outer-houſe when foul, 
Yea, waſh my inner filth of ſoul * : 
They help to purge away my blot, 

For Moab is my wathing-pot V. 


S Ber.. 


The MyJtery of the BEL1sveR's Pardon and Security from 
evenging Wrath, notwith/tanding his Sin's Deſert. 


Thou from condemnation free, 
Find ſuch condemnables in me, 


it ſhall come to paſs when ſeventy years are accompliſhed, that I will punif 
the king of Babylon, aud that nation, faith the Lord, for their iniquity, and 
the land of the Chaldeans, and will make it perpetual deſolations. Iſaiah x, 
5, 6. O Aſſyrian, the rod of mine anger, and the ſtaff in their, hand is mine in- 
dignation. I will ſend him againſt an hypocritical nation; and againſt the 
people of my wrath will I give him a charge to take the ſpoil, and to take the 
prey, and to tread them down like the mire of the ſtreets. Verſe 12. Where- 
fore it ſhall come to paſs, that when the Lord hath performed his whole work 
upon mount Zion, and on Jeruſalem, I will puniſh the fruit of the ſtout heart 
of the king of Aſſyria, and the glory of his high looks. And xliv. 24, 28. 
Thus ſaith the Lord thy Redeemer, and he that formed thee from the womb, 
I am the Lord—that ſaith of Cyrus, He is my ſhepherd, and ſhall perform all 
my plcafure, even ſaying to Jeruſalem, Thou ſhalt be built; and to the tem- 
ple, Thy toundations ſhall be laid. And xlv. 1. Thus faith the Lord to his 
anointed, tu Cyrus, whoſe right hand I have holden, to ſubdue nations before 
him: and I will looſe the loins of kings to op-n before him the two-lcaved 
gates, and the gates ſhall not be ſhut. Verſe 4. For Jacob my ſervant's ſake, 
and Iſracl mine ele, I have cven called thee by thy name: I have firnamed 
thee, though thou haſt not known me. 

w Matth. v. 10,12. Bleſſed are they which are perſccuted for righteouſ- 
n'{s fake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. bleſſed are ye when men 
ſhall reviſe you, and perſecute you, and ſhall ſay all manner of evil againſt 
you falſely tor my ſake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad : for great is your 
reward in heaven: for ſo perſecuted they the prophets which were before you. 
Luke vi. 22, 23. Blefied are ye when men ſhall hate you, and when they ſhall 
ſeparate you from their company, and ſhall reproach you, and caſt out your 
name as evil, for tlie Son of man's ſake. Rejoice ye in that day, and leap 
for joy: for behold, your reward is grcat in heaven: for in the like manner 
did their fathers unto the prophets. 

x Iſaiah iv 3,—-5. And it ſhall come to paſs, that he that is left in Zion, 
and he that remaineth in Jeruſaiem, ſhall be called hely, even every one that 
is written among the living in Jeruſalem : when the Lord ſhall have waſhed 
away the fiith of the daughters of Zion, and ſhall have purged the blood of Je- 
ruſalem from the midſt thereof, by the ſpirit of judgment, and by the ſpi- 
rit of, burning. And the Lord will create upon every dwelling-place of mount 
Zion, and upon her aflemblies a cloud, and ſmoke by day, and the ſhining of 
a flaming fire by night: for upon all the glory ſhall be a defence. And xxvii. 
9. By this theretore ſhall the inquity of Jacob be purged, and this is all the 
fruit to take away his fin; when he maketh all the ſtones of the altar as chalk- 
ſtones that are beaten in ſunder, the groves and images ſhall not ſtand up. 

5 Pialty Is, 8. Moab is my waſh-pot, Cc. 
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As make more heavy wrath my due 
Than falls on all the damned crew 3. 


But though my crimes deſerve the pit, 
I'm no more liable to it; 

Remiſſion, ſeal'd with blood and death, 
Secures me from deſerved wrath ®. 


And having now a pardon free, 

To hell obnoxious cannot be, 

Nor to a threat, except & anent * about. 
Paternal wrath and chaſtiſement ©. 


My ſoul may oft be fill'd indeed 

With flaviſh fear and helliſh dread d: 
This from my unbelief does ſpring e, 
My faith ſpeaks out ſome better thing. 


Faith ſees no legal guilt again, 
Though ſin and its deſert remain * : 


a Rom. viii. 1. There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are 
in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not after the fleſh, but after the Spirit. And vii. 18. 
For I know, that in me (that is, in my fleſh) dwellcth no good hing: for to 
will is preſent with me, but how to perform that which is good, I find not. 
1 Tim. i. 15, 16. This is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to ſave ſinners; of whom I am chief. How- 
beit, for this cauſe 1 obtained mercy, that in me firſt jeſus Chriſt might ſhew 
forth all long ſuffering, for a pattern to them which ſhould hereafter helieve 
on him to everlaſting life. 

Gal iii. 13. Chriſt hath redeemed us from the curſe of the law, being made 

a curſe for us: for it is written, Curſed is every one that hangeth on a tree. 
Rom. v. 9. Much more then being now juſtifed by his blood, we ſhall be 
ſaved from wrath through him. Eph.i. 7. lu whom we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveneſs of fins, according to the riches of his 
grace. 
0 c 1 Theſſ. i. 10. And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raiſed from 
the dead, even jeſus which delivered us from the wrath to come. Ifaiah hv. 
9, 10. For this is as the waters of Noah unto me: for as | have ſworn that 
the waters of Noah ſhould uo more go over the earth; fo have I ſworn, that 
I would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee, For the mountains ſhall 
depart, and the hills be removed, but my kindneſs ſha!l not depart from thee, 
neither ſhall the covenant of my peace be removed, ſaith the Lord, that hath 
mercy on thee, Pſalm Ixxzix. 30, —33. If his children forſake my law, and 
walk not in my judgments ; if they break my ſtatutes, and keep not my com- 
mandments : then will I viſit their tranſgreſſion with the rod, and their ini- 
quity with ſtripes. Nevertheleſs, my loving-kiudneſs will 1 not utterly take 
trom him, nor ſuffer my faithfulneſs to fail. 

d Matth. xiv. 26. And when the ditciples ſaw Jeſus walking on the fea, they 
were troubled, ſaying, It is a ſpirit; and they cried out for tear. 

e Mark iv. 40. And Jeſus ſaid unto his diiciples, Why are ye ſo fearful ? 
how is it that ye have no faith ? 

f Rom. vii. 6. But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead 
wherein we were held; that we ſhould ferve in newneſs of ſpirit, and not in 
the oldneſs of the letter. Chap. viii. 3, 4. For what the law could not do, in 
tut it was weak through the ſleſh, God did, fendiag bis pwa Son in the likeneſs 
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Some hidden wonders hence reſult ; 
Pm full of ſin, yet free of guilt 8: 


Guilt 1s the legal bond or knot, 

That binds to wrath and vengeance hot“; 
But ſin may be where guilt's away, 

And guilt where ſin could never ſtay. 


Guilt without any ſin has been, 
As in my Surety may be een 
The elect's guilt upon him came, 
Yet ſtill he was the holy Lamb i. 


Sin without guilt may likewiſe be, 
As may appear in pardon'd me: 
For though my fin, alas! does ſtay, 
Yet pardon takes the guilt away *. 


Thus freed I am, yet {till involv'd ; 

A guilty ſinner, yet abſolv'd ' : 
Though pardon leave no guilt behind, 
Vet ſin's defert remains I find m. 


of finfol ſſieſh, and for fin condemned fin in the fleſh : that the righteouſneſs 
of the law might be tulfilled in us, who walk not after the fleſh, but after the 
Spirit. 

Rom vii. 14 For we knew that the law is ſpiritual; but I am carnal, 
ſold under fin. Chap. viii. 33, 34 Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of 
God's elect? It is God that juſtificth : who is he that condemneth ? It is 
Chriſt that died, yea, rather, that is riſen ag in, who is ev-n at the right hand 
of God, who alſo maketh interceſſion for us. 

Deut. xxvii. 26. Curſed be he that confirmeth not all the words of this 
law to do them: and all the people ſhall fay, Amen. Rom. i. 18. For the 
wrath of God is revealed from heaven againſt all ungodlincfs, and unrightcouf- 
nefs of men, who hold the truth in unrighteou neſs. 

i Iſaiah liii 6. The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. Heb. 
vii. 26. For ſuch an High-prieſt became us, who is holy, harmlefs, undefiled, 
ſeperate from ſinners. 

t Rom vii. 24. O wretched man that Tam ! who ſhall deliver me from the 
body of this death? Acts xiii. 38, 39. Be it known unto you therefore, men 
and brethren, that through this man is preached unto yeu the forgiveneſs of 
ſins : and by him all that believe, are juſtificd from all things, from which ye 
could nvt be juſtified by the law of Moſes. ; 

| Rom. iii. 19. Now we know, that what things ſoever the law faith, it 
ſaith to them who are under the law : that every mouth may be ſtopped, and 
all the world may become guilty before God. Verſe 23, 24. For al: have fin- 
ned, and come ſhort of the glory of God : being juſtified treely by his grace, 
through the redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt. 

m Rom. iv. 6,—$, Even as David alſo deſcribeth the bleTednefs of the man 
unto whom the Lord impateth righteouſneſs without works, ſaying, Blefſed 
are they whoſe iniquitics are forgiven, and whoſe fins are covered. Blefled is 
the man to whom the Lord will not impute fin. Pal. li. 3, 4. For I acknow- 
ledge my tranſpreſſions : and my fin is ever before me. Againſt thee, thee 
only have I ſinned, and done this evil in thy ſight : that thou mightſt be juſt;- 
fied when thou ſpeakeſt, and be clear when thou judgeſt. And cxiii 2. 0 

Lord, enter not into judgment with thy ſetvant: for in thy ſight ſhall no man 
Rving be juſtified, 
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- Guilt and demerit differ here, 
Though oft their names confounded are. 
I'm guilty in my/elf always, 
Since ſin's demerit ever ſtays n. 


Yet in my Head I'm always free 
From proper guilt affecting me; 
Becauſe my Surety's blood cancell'd 
The bond of curſes once me held e. 


The guilt that pardon did divorce, 

From legal threat'nings drew its force ; 
But ſin's deſert that lodges till, 

Is drawn from ſin's intrinſic ill]. 


Were guilt nought elſe but ſin's deſert, 
Of pardon I'd renounce my part ; 

For, were I now in heav'n to dwell, 
I'd own my fins deſerved hell *. 


This does my higheſt wonder move 
At matchleſs juſtifying love, 


n Rom. vii 13, 14. Was then that which is good, made death unto me? 
God forbid. But fin that it might appear ſin, working death in me by that 
which is good ; that fin by the commandment might become exceeding finful. 
For we know that the law 1s ſpiritual : but I am carnal, ſold under fin. Eph. 
v. 6. Let no man deceire you with vain words : for becauſe of theſe things 
cometh the wrath of God upon the children of diſobedience. 

0 Rom. v. r. Therefore, being juſtified by faith, we have peace with God, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Verſe 9. Much more then, being now juſtified 
by his blood, we ſhall he ſa ved from wrath through him. Verte tr. And not 
only ſo, but we alſo joy in God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom 
we have now received the atonement. 

p Gal iii. 10. For as many as are of the works of the law, are under the 
curſe : for it is written, Curſed is every one that continueth not in all things 
which are written in the book of the law to do them. Verſe 13. Chriſt hath 
redeemed. us from the curſe of the law, being made a curſe for us : for it is 
written, Curſed is every one that haugeth on a tree. 

4 Palm li. 4. See letter m forecited. Luke xv. 18. I will ariſe, and go to my 
archer, and will ſay nato him, Father, I have ſinned againſt heaven and be- 
tore thee. 

Luke xv. 19. And am no more worthy to he called thy fon. Rev. v. 4. 
And | [john] wept much becauſe no man was found worthy to open, and to 
read the book, neither to look thereon. Verſe 9 And they ſung a new ſong, 
jaying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the ſeals thereof: for 
'10u waſt lain, and has redeemed us to God by thy blood, out of every kin- 
ted, and tongue, and people, and nation. Verſe 11. —13.' And 1 beheld, 
and 1 heard the voice of many angels round about the throne, and the heaſlts, 
and the elders : and the number of them was ten thouſand times ten thouſand, 
and thouſands of thouſands; ſaying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb 
hat was ſlain, to receive power, and riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, and 
honour, and glory, and hlefſing. Aud every creature which is in heaven, and 
on the earth, and under the earth, and ſuch as are in the fea, and all that are 
mn them, heard 1, ſaying, Bleſſing, and honour, and glory, and power be 
unto him that ſitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever aud ever, 
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That thus ſecures from endleſs death 
A wretch deſerving double wrath * 


Though well my black deſert I know, 
Yet I'm not liable to woe ; 

While full and complete righteouſneſs 
Imputed for my freedom is“. 


Hence my ſecurity from wrath, 

As firmly ſtands on Feſus* death ', 

As does my title unto heav'n 

Upon his great obedience giv'n u. 

The ſentence Heav'n did full pronounce, 
Has pardon'd all my ſins at once; 

And ev'n from future crimes acquit, 
Before I could the facts commit v. 


Rom vii. 24, 25. O wretched man that I am! who ſhall deliver me from 
the hody of this death ? I thank God, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Chap, 
vii. i. There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Chriſt 
Jeſus, who walk not after the fleſh, but after the Spirit. 1 Tim. i. 13. Who 
was betore a blaſphemer, and a perſecutor, and injurious : but I obtained 
mercy, becauſe | did it ignorantly, in unbelief. Verſe 15,—17., This is a 
faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the 
word t fave hnners; of whom I am chief. Howbeit, for this cauſe lob. 
tained mercy, that in me fuſt Jeſus Chriſt might ſhew forth all long-fuffering, 
for a pattern to them which ſhould hereafter believe on him to life everlaſting. 
Now unto the Kin eternal, immortal, inviſible, the only wiſe God, be ho- 
nour and glory, tor ever and ever. Amen. 

s 1 Cor. i. 30. But of him ar ye in Chriſt Jeſus, who of God is made uno 
us—righteouſneſs—and redemption. 2 Cor. v. 21. God hath made Chriſt 
to be fin for us, Who knew no fin; that we might be made the righteouſne(s 
of God in him Rom. iv. 11. And he [viz. Abraham] received the ſign of cir- 
cumciuon, a ſeal of the righteouſneſs of the faith which he had yet being un- 
circumciſed : that he might be the father of all them that believe, though they 
be not circumciſed ; that righteouſneſs may be imputed unto them alſo. Ver. 
22,—25. And theretore it was imputed to him for righteouſneſs. Now it was 
not written tor his fake alone, that it wis imputed to him; but for vs alſo, 
to whom it ſhall be imputed, if we believe on him that raiſed up Jeſus our 
Lord trom the dead, who was delivered for our offences, and was raiſed again 
for out juſtification. 

Rom v 9 Much more then being now juſtified by his blood, we ſhal! be 
ſaved from wrath through lim 

u Rom. v. 17, 18, 19.— They which reccive abundance of grace, and of the 
giit of righteoulneſs, ſhall reign in life by one, Jeſus Chriſt —By the righte- 
ouſneſs of one, the tree gift came upon all men unto juſtification of life, -By 
the obedience of one ſhall many be made righteous. Ver. 21. Grace Teigns 
throuyh righteouſneſs unto eternal life, by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 

v Pſalm ciii 3. Bleſs the Lord, O my foul —who forgiveth all thine ini- 
quitics; who hcaleth all thy diſeaſes. 2 Cor. vi. 19 God was in Chriſt, re- 
conciling the world unto himſelf, not impating their treſpaſſes unto them. 
Ver. 21 Ste letter s abovecited Dan. ix. 24 Seventy weeks are determined 
upon thy people, and uphn thy holy city, to finith the trauſgreſſion, and to 
make an nd of fins, and to make reconciliation or iniquity, and to bring in 
everlaſting righteouſneſs. Ifa liv. 10. For the mountains ſhall depart, and 
the hills ſhall be removed ; but my kindneſs ſhall not depart from thee, nei- 
ther ſhall the covenant of my peace be removed, faith the Lord, that- hath 
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I'm always in a pardon'd ſtate 
Before and after ſin ” ; but yet, 
That vainly J preſume not hence, 
I'm ſeldom pardon'd to my ſenſe *. 


Sin brings a vengeance on my head, 
Though from avenging wrath I'm freed !. 
And though my fins a// pardon'd be, 
Their pardon's not apply'd to me *. 


Thus though I need no pardon more, 
Yet need new pardons ev'ry hour *, 
In point of application tree : 

Lord, waſh anew, and pardon me. 


SECT. XV. 
The Myſtery of Faith and Sight. See Part vi. chap. 4. 


TRANGE contradictions me befal, 
I can't believe unleſs I fee *; 


mercy on thee. Heb. viii. 12. For I will be merciful to their unrighteouſneſs, 
and their fins and their iniquities will I remember no more. 

w Rom. viii. 1. There is (herefore now no condemnation to them which are 
in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not after the fleſh, but after the Spirit. Ver. 33,—39- 
Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that juſtifierh; 
who is he that condemneth ? It is Chriſt that died, ye rather, that is riſen again, 
who is even at the right-hand of God, who alſo makcth interceſſion for us. 
V ho ſhall ſeparate us from the love of Chriſt ? ſhall tribulation, or diſtreſs, 
or perſecution, or famine, or nakedneſs, or peril, or ſword ? Nay, in all 
theſe things we are more than conquerors, through him that loved us. For I 
am perſuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things preſent, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the love of God which is in Chriſt 
Jeſus our Lord. 

x Pal. xxv. 11. For thy name's ſake, O Lord, pardon mine iniquity ; for 
it is great. And li. 8, 9. Make me to hear joy and gladneis ; that the bones 
which thou haſt broken may rejoice. Hide thy face trom my fins; and bot 
out all mine iniquities. Reſtore unto me the joy ot thy ſalvation: and uphold 
me with thy free Spirit. 

y Pfal. xcix. 8. Thou anſweredſt them, O Lord our God: thou waſt 2 
God that forgaveſt them, though thou tookeſt vcr.geance of their inventions. 
1 Thefl. i. 10. And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raiſed trom 
the dead, even eſus which delivered us from the wrath to come. 

z Pſal. xxxv. 2. O Lord, ſay unto my ſoul, I am thy ſalvation. And Ixzxv. 
8. I will hear what God the Lord will ſpeak ; tor he will ſpeak peace unto 
his people, and to his ſaints: but let them not turn again to tolly. Matth. 
ix. 2. And behold, they brought to him a man fick of the pa ſy, lying on a 
bed: and Jeſus ſeeing their faith, ſaid unto the ſick of the paliy, Son, be of 
good chear, thy fins be forgiven thee. 

* Matth. vi 12. Aud forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 1 
John i. 7, 8. If we walk in the light, as God is in the light, we have fellow- 
ſhip on with another, and the blood of Je ſus © hriſt his Son cleaaſeth us tt m 
all fin If we ſay that we have av fin, we deccive ourſelves, aud the truth 
uot in us. 

a John vi. 40 And this is the will of him that ſeat me, that every one which 
ſceth the Son, and belicveth on him, way have everlaſting life. 
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Yet never can believe at all, 
Till once I ſhut the ſeeing eye b. 


When ſight of ſweet experience 

Can give my faith no helping hand c, 
The ſight of ſound intelligence 

Will give it ample ground to ſtand a, 


1 walk by faith and not by ſight ©; 
Yet knowledge does my faith reſound f, 
Which cannot walk but in the light s, 
Ev'n when experience runs a-ground b. 


By knowledge I =_ and ſpy 

In divine light the object ſhown'; 
By faith I take and cloſe apply 

The glorious object as mine own k. 


My faith thus ſtands on divine light, 
Believing what it clearly ſees ' ; 

Yet faith is oppoſite to ſight, 
Truſting its ear, and not its eyes w. 


John xx. 29. Jeſus ſaith unto him, Thomas, becauſe thou haſt ſeen me, 
thou haſt believed: bleſſed are they that have not ſeen, and yet have believ- 
cd. | 

c Ifa viii. 17. And I will wait upon the Lord that hideth his face from the 
houſe of Jacob, and Iwill look for him. Chap |. ro. Who is among you that 
feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his ſervant, that walketh in dark- 
neſs, and hath ro light? let bim truſt in the name of the Lord, and ſtay up- 
on his God. 

d Eph. i. 15,—19. Wherefore I alſo, after I heard of your faith in the Lord 
Jeſus, and love unto all the ſaints, ceaſe not to give thanks'for you, making 
mention of you in my prayers; that the God of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
Father of glory, may give unto you the Spirit of wiſdom and revelation, in 
the knowledge of him: the eyes of your underſtanding being enlightened; 
that ye may know what is the hope of bis calling, and what the riches of the 
glory of his inheritance in the ſaints, and what is the exceeding greatneſs of 
his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty 
power, Cc. And 2 Cor. iv. 5. And God who commanded the light to ſhine out 
of darkneſs, hath ſhined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God, in the face of Jeſus Chriſt. 

e 2 Cor. v. 5. For we walk by faith not by ſight. 

F Jobn ii. 11. This beginning of miracles did Jeſus in Cana of Galilee, and 
manifeſted forth his glory ; and his Giſciples believed on him. 

g Pialm ix. 10. And they that know thy name, will put their truſt in thee, 

h Pſalm xzvii. 14. Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and he ſhall 
ſtrengthen thine heart: wait, I ſay, on ths Lord. 

i 2 Cor. iii. 18. But we all with open face, beholding as in a glaſs the glory 
of the Lord, are changed into the ſame image, from glory to glory, even a5 


by the Spirit of the Lord. 


k John i. 12, But as many as received him, to them gave he power to be- 
come the ſons of God, even to them that belicve cn his name. 

] Gal. 1. 16. But when it pleaſed God—to reveal his Son in me, that [ 
might —_ him among the Heathen ; immediately I conferred not with flesh 
and biodd. : 
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Faith liſt'ning to a ſweet report, 

Still comes by hearing, not by ſight ® ; 
Yet is not faith of ſaving ſort, 

But when it ſees in divine lights. 


In fears I ſpend my vital breath ; 

In doubts I waſte my paſſing years v; 
Yet {till the life I live is faith, 

The oppoſite of doubts and fears 9, 


'Tween clearing faith and clouding ſenſe, 
I walk in darkneſs and in light“. 
'm certain oft, when in ſuſpence, 


While ſure by faith, and not by ſight“. 


m Eph. i. 13. Ta Chriſt ye alſo truſted, after that ye heard the word of 
truth, the goſpel of your ſalvation. 

# Rom. x. 17, $0 then, faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word 
of God. 

o Pal. Xvi. 3. How excellent is thy loving-kindneſs, O God! therefore 
the children of men put their truſt under the ſhadow ot thy wings. Ver. 9. 
For with thee is the fountain of life: in thy light ſhall we fee light. 

p Pſalm Ixxvii. 3, 4- 1 remembered God, aud was troubled : I complained, 
and my ſpirit was overwhelmed. Selah. Thou holdeſt mine eyes waking : I 
was ſo troubled that I cannot ſpeak. John xx. 25. But Thomas ſaid unto the 
other diſciples, Except I ſhall ſee in his hands the print of the nails, and put 
my finger into the print of the nails, and thruſt my hand into his ſde, I will 
not believe. Luke xxiv. 21. We truſted that it had been he which ſhould 
have redeemed Iſrael. 

q Gal. ii. 20. J am crucified with Chriſt: nevertheleſs I live; yet not I 
but Chriſt liveth in me : and the life which I now live in the fleſh, I live by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himſelf tor me. Mark 
v. 36. As ſoon as jeſus heard the word that was ſpoken, he faith unto the 
ruler of the ſySagogue, Be not afraid, only believe. Matth. viii. 26. And Je- 
ſus faith unto his diſciples, Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith? Chap. xiv. 
31. And Jeſus ſaith unto Peter, O thou of little faith, wherefore didſt thou 
doubt. 

r Job xxix. 1, 2, 3. Moreover Job continued his parable, and ſaid, Oh 
that I were as it months paſt, as in the days when God preſerved me : when 
his candle ſhined upon my head, and when by his light I walked through 
darkneſs. Pfalm cxii. 4. Uato the vpright there ariſeth light in darkneſs. 

s 1 Pet. i. 8. Whom haviog not tcen, ye love: in whom though now ye 
ſee him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unſpeakable, and full of glory. 
Rom. iv. 18,—21. Abraham againſt hope believed in hope, that he might be- 
come the father of many nations; according to that which was ſpoken, So 
ſhall thy ſeed be. And being not weak in faith, he conſidered not his own 
body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the 
deadneſs of Sarah's womb. He ſtaggered not at the promiſe of God through 
unbelicf; but was ſtrong in faith, giving glory to God : and beiug fully per- 
ſuaded, that what he promiſed, he was able alſo to perform. Pialm lxxxix. 
36,—39. His ſced ſhall endure for crer, and his throve as the ſun before me. 
It ſhall be eſtabliſhed for ever as the moon, and as a faithful witnels in heaven. 
Slah. But thou haſt caſt off and abhorred, thou haſt been wroth with thiac 
anointed, Thou haſt made void the covenant of thy ſervant: thou haſt pro- 
fancd his crown by caſtiag it to the ground. 
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SSC T.-L 
The M Nery of Faith and Works, and Reward of Grace 
and Debt. 


I. Of FairTH and Works. 


E. that in word offendeth not. 

Is call'd a perfect man I wot * ; 
Yet he whoſe thoughts and deeds are bad, 
The law. perfection never had b. 


I am deſign'd a perfect ſoul, 

Fv'n though 1 never kept the whole, 
Nor any precept ©; for 'tis known, 

He breaks them all that breaks but one d. 
By faith I do perfection claim e, 

By works I never graſp the name f: 

Yet without works my faith is nought 8, 
And thereby no perfection brought. 


Works without faith, will never ſpeed b, 
Faith without works is wholly dead * : 


James iii 2, If any man offend not in word, the ſame is a perfect man, 
and able alſo to bridle the whole body. 

James ii. 10. For whoſoever ſhall keep the whole law, and yet offend in 
one point, he is guilty of all. 

c Rom. iv. 5, 6. To him that worketh not, but believeth on him that juſti- 
ficth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteouſneſs. Even as David alſo 
deicribeth the bleſſedneſs of the man unto whom God imputeth righteouſneſs 
without works. Job i. 1. There was a man in the land of Uz, whoſe name was 
Job, and that man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and 
eſc he wed evil. Pſalm Ixxi. 16. 1 will go in the ſtrength of the Lord God: [ 
will make mention of thy righteouſneſs, even of thine only. Eceleſ. vii. 20. 
For there is not a juſt man upon carth, that doth good, and finneth not. 

d James ii. 10. See letter b. 

e Phil. iii. 9. I count all things but dung that I may win Chriſt, and be 
found in him, not having mine own righteouſneſs, which is of the law, but 
that which is through the faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which is of God by 
faith, 

f Gal. ii. 16. Knowing that a man is not juſtified by the works of the Jay, 
but by the faith of Jeſus Chtiſt; even we have believed in Jeſus Chriſt ; that 
we might be juſtified by the faith of Chriſt, and not by the works of the law: 
for by the works of the law ſhall no fleſh be juſtified, 

g James ii. 14. What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man ſay he 
hath taith, and have not works ? can faith ſave him ? 

b Heb. xi. 6. Without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God: for he that com- 
eth to God, muſt bclieve that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that 
diligently ſeek him. Rom, xiv. 23. Whatſoever is not of faith, is fin. 

i James ii. 17, Even to faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 
Ver. 26. For as the body without the ſpirit is dead, fo faith without works 15 
dead allo, 
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Yet I am juſtify'd by faith, 
Which no law-works adjutant hath &. 


Yea, goſpel-works no help can lend ', 
Though ſtill they do by faith attend“: 
Yet faith by works is perfect made, 
And by their preſence juſtity'd . 

But works with faith could never vie, 
And only faith can juſtify ® : 

Yet ſtill my juſtifying faith 

No juſtifying value hath p. 


+ Rom. iii. 21, 22. But now the righteouſneſs of God without the law is 
manifeſted, being witneſſed by the law and the prophets : even the righteouſ- 
nefs of God, which is by faith of Jeſus Chriſt unto all, and upon all them that 
believe; for there is no difference. Chap. iv. 4, 5, 6. Now to him that 
worketh, is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him that 
worketh not, but believeth on him that juſtifieth the ungodly, his faith is 
counted for righteouſneſs. Even as David alſo deſeribeth the bleſſedneſs of 
the man unto whom God imputeth righteouſneſs without works. 

| Phil. iii 4,—9. If any other man thinketh that he hath whereof he might 
truſt in the fleſh, I more :—touching the righteouſneſs which is in the law, 
blamelcſs. But what things were gain to me, thoſe I counted lots for Chriſt. 
Yea doubtleſs, and I count all things but lofs, for the excellency of the know- 
ledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord: for whom I have ſuffered the lots of all things, 
and do count them dung that I may win Chriſt, and be found in him, not 
having mine own righteouſneſs, which is of the law, but that which is through 
the faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which is of God by faith. Ifa. iv. 9. 
But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteouſneſs are as filthy rags. 
Hof. xiii. 9. O Iſrael, thou haſt deſtroyed thyſelt; but in me is thy help, Iſa. 
xlv. 24, 25. Surely ſhall one ſay, in the Lord have I righteouſneſs and 
ſtrength : even to him ſhall men come, and all that are incenfed agaioſt him 
ſhall be aſhamed. In the Lord ſhall all the ſeed of Iſtael be juſtified, and 
ſhall glory. 

m Tit. ii. 8. This a faithful ſaying, and theſe things I will that thou affirm 
conſtantly, that they which have believed in God, might be careful to main- 
tain good work: theſe things are good and profitable unto men. James ii. 
18, Yea, a man may ſay, Thou haſt faith, and I have works : ſhew me thy 
faith without thy work, and I will ſhew thee my faith by my works. 

# James ii. 21, 22. Was not Abraham our father juſtified by works, when 
he had offered Iſaac, his ſon, upon the altar? Sect thou how faith wrought 
with his works, and by works was faith made perfect? Ver. 24. Ye fee then 
how that by works a man is juſtified, and not by faith only. 

0 Rom. iv. 16. Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the 
end the promiſe might be ſure to all the feed. Tit. iii. 3,7. But after that 
the kindneſs and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, not by 
works of righteouſneſs, which we have done, but according to his mercy he 
ſaved us by the waſhing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt; 
which he ſhed on us abundantly, through Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour; that being 
juſtified by his grace, we ſhould be made heirs according to the hope of eter- 
nal life. Acts x. 43. To him give all the prophets witneſs, that through his 
name, whoſoever believ<th in him, ſhall receive remiſhon of ſius. 

p Gal, iii. 21, 22. Is the law then againſt the promiſes of God? God for- 
bid: for if there had been a law given, which could have given lite, verily 
righteouſneſs ſhould have been by the law. But the ſcripture hath concluded 
all under fin, that the promiſe by faith of Jeſus Chriſt might be given to them 
that believe. Luke xxi. 31, 32. And the Lord ſaid, S mon, Smon, behold, 
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Lo! juſtifying grace from heav'n 
Is foreign ware, and freely giv'n d: 
And ſaving faith is well content 

To be a mere recipient”. 

Faith's alive in my ſanctiiy ; 

But Here its act it will deny +, 

And frankly own it never went 
Beyond a paſſive inttrument e. 


I labour much like holy Paul ; 

And yet not I, but grace does all: 

I try to ſpread my little ſails, 

And wait for pow'rful moving gales ”. 


Satan hath deſired to have you, that he may ſiſt you as wheat: but I have 
prayed for thee, that thy taith fail not; and when thou art converted, ſtrength- 
en thy brethren. 2 Cor. iii. 5. Not that we art ſufficient of ourſelves to think 
any thing as of ourſelves : but our ſufficiency is of God, Chap xii. 5. Of ſuch 
an one will I glory: yet of myſelf I will not glory, but in mine infirmities. 

q Rom. v. 16, 17 —The free gift is of many offences unto juſtification — 
They which reccive abundance ot grace, and of the gift of righteouſneſs, ſhall 
reign in life by one, Jeſus Chriſt. Chap. iii. 24. Being juſtified freely by his 
grace, through the redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt. 

7 Rom. v. 11. And not only ſo, but we alſo joy in God, through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, by whom we have now reccived the atonement, Ver. 17. See 
letter q. 

F Gal. v. 6. For in Jeſus Chriſt, neither circumciſion availeth any thing, 
nor uncircumciſion, but faith which worketh by love. Acts xv. 9. God put 
no difference between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith. Chap, 
Xxv1. 18. To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkneſs to light, and 
f:om the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveneſs of ſins, 
and inheritance among them which are ſanctified by faith that is in me. 

s Rom iv. 16. Therefore it is of taith, that it might be by grace. Chap. 
xi. 6. And if by grace, then is it no more of works ; otherwiſe grace is no 
more grace. 

t Eph. it. 8, 9. For by grace are ye ſaved, through ſaith ; and that not of 
yourſelves: it is the gift of God; not of works, leſt any man ſhould boaſt. 
1 Cor. iv. 7. For, who maketh thee to differ from another? and what haſt thou 
that thou didſt not receive? now, if thou didſt receive it, why doſt thou glory 
as if thou hadſt not received it? Heb. xi. 11. Through faith alſo Sarah her- 
ſelf received ſtrength to conceive ſeed, and was delivered of a child when ſhe 
was paſt age, becauſe ſhe judged him faithful who had promiſed. Ver. 17. 
By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up l ſaac, and he that had received 
the promiſes, offered up his only hegotten Son. Ver. 19. Accounting that 
God was able to raiſe him up, even from the dead; from whence alſo he re- 

ceived him in a figure, Ver. 35. Women received their dead raiſed to life a- 
gain: and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance ; that they miglit 
obtain a hetter reſurrection. 

u Ver. xv. 19. hut by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace 
which was beſtowed upon me, was not in vain; but I laboured more abun- 
dantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. 

v PCal. Ixxi. 16. I will go ia the ſtrength of the Lord God: I will make 
mention of thy righteouſneſs, even of thine only. Song iv. 16. Awake, 0 
north wind, and com thou ſouth ; blow upon my garden, that the ſpices theres 
of may flow out. 


81 


I 


cecT. XVI. The BELIEvER's RIDDLE. 225 


When pow'r's convey'd, I work ; but lee, 
'Tis ſtill his pow'r that works in me. 

Jam an agent at his call, 

Yet nothing am, for grace is all “. 


II. Of Rewards of GRACE and DEBT. 
I all my works I ſtill regard 


The recompence of full reward *; 
Yet ſuch my working is withal, 
look for no reward at all Y. 


God's my reward exceeding great, 

No lefler heaven than this I wait * : 

But where's the earning work ſo broad, 
To ſet me up an heir of God? 


Rewards of debt, rewards of grace, 
Are oppoſites in ev'ry caſe b; 

Yet ſure I am, they'll both agree 
Moſt jointly in rewarding me © 


w Phil. ii. 12, 13. Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as 
in my preſence only but now much more in my abſence ; work out your own 
{lvation with fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh in you, both 
ts will and to do of his good pleaſure. Gal. ii. 20. I am crucified with Chriſt : 
nevertheleſs [ live; yet not I, but Chriſt liveth id me: and the life which I 
now live in the fleſh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, 
and gave himſelf for me. 2 Cor xii. g. Add the Lord ſaid unto me, My grace 
is ſufficient for thee : for my ſtrength is made perfect in weakneſs. Moſt gladly 
therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Chriſt may reſt 
upon me. 

x Heb. xi. 24,—26. By faith Moſes, when he was come to years, refuſed 
to he called the ſon of Pharoah's daughter ; chufing rather to ſuffer affliction 
with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon; eſte em- 
ing the reproach of Chriſt greater riches than the treaſures in Egypt: for he 
had reſpect unto the recompence of the reward. 

y 2 Tim. i. 9. God hath ſaved us, aud called us with an holy calling, not 
according to our works, but according to his own purpoſe and grace which was 
given us in Chriſt Jeſus, before the world began. Titus iii. 3. Not by works 
of righteouſneſs, which we have done, but according to his mercy he ſaved us 
by the waſhing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, 

z Gen. xv. 1. After theſe things the word of the Lord came unto Abram in a 
viſioa, ſaying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy ſhield, and thy exce-ding great 
reward. Pſalm Ixxiii. 25, 26, Whom have I in heav'n but thee? and there 
15 none upon earth that I deſire beſides thee, My fleſh and my heart faileth : 
but God is the ſtrength of my heart, and my portion for ever. 

a Ezek. xzxvi. 32. Not for your ſakes do | this, faith the Lord God, be it 
known unto you: be aſhamed and confounded for your own ways, O houſe 
of Iſrael. Rom. viii. 16, 17 The Spirit ittelf bearcth witneſs with our ſpirit, 
that we are the children of God. And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, 
and joint-heirs with Chriſt. 

Rom. iv. 4. Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of 


"race, but of debt. 


Halm lvii. xx, Verily there is a reward for the righteous : verily he is a 


. 
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Though hell's my juſt reward for ſin d, 


Heav'n as my juſt reward I'll win e. 
Both theſe my juſt rewards I know, 
Yet truly neither of them ſo &. 


Hell can't in juſtice be my lot, 
Since juſtice ſatisfaction got; 

Nor heav'n in juſtice be my ſhare, 
Since mercy only brings me there s. 


Yet heav'n is mine by ſolemn oath, 
In juſtice and in mercy both: 


God that judgeth in the earth. Iſaiah Ixii. 11. Behold the Lord hath pro- 
claimed unto the end of the world, Say ye to the daughters of Zion, Behold, 
thy ſalvation cometh ; behold, his reward is with him, and his work before 
him. And xl. 10. Behold, the Lord God will come with ſtrong hand, and 
his arm ſhall tule for him: behold, his reward is with him, and his work be- 
tore him. 

d Rom. vi. 21. What fruit had ye then in thoſe things, whereof ye are now 
aſha ned? for the end ot thoſe things is death. Verſe 23. The wages of ſin 
is d-ath. Eph. v. 6 Let no man deceive you with vain words: for becauſe 
ot thete things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of diſobedience. 
Gal. iii. 10. For as many as are of the works of the law, are under the curſe: 
for it is written, Curſed is every one that continueth not in all things which 
arc written in the book of the law to do them. 

e Gal. iii. 13, 14. Chriſt hath redeemed us from the curſe of the law, being 
made a curſe tor us: for it is written, Curſed is every one that hangeth on 2 
tree : that the bleſſing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jeſus 
Chriſt; that W might receive the promiſe of the Spirit through faith. Eph, 
i. 13, 14. In Chriſt alio after that ye believed, ye were ſealed with that holy 
Spirit of promiſe, which is the carneſt of our inhetitauce, until the redemption 
of the purchaſed poſſeſſion, unto the praiſe of his glory. Rom. v. 21. Grace 
reigns through righteouſneſs unto cternal life, by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, And 
vi. 23 The gittof Got is cternal lite, through Jetus Chriſt our Lord. 

* Viz. Through theſe oppoſite voices of law aud goſpel. 

F Rom. iii 25, 26. Whom God hath ſet forth to be a propitiation, through 
faith in his blood, to de lare his righteoutneſs for the rem:{hon of fins that are 
paſt, through the forbearance of God; to declare, I fay, at this time his righ- 
teouſucis: that he might be juſt, and the juſtiſicr ot him which believeth in Jeſus. 

g Rom. ix 15, 16 od ſaith to Moles, ! will have mercy on whom I will 
have mercy; and I will have compaſſion on whom TI will have compaſſion. $0 
then it is not of him thit willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that 
ſheweth mercy. Tit, iii. 4,—7. But a'ter that the kindneſs and love of God 
our Saviour tow rd man appeared, not by works of righteouſneſs, which we 
have done, but according to hs mercy he ſav-d ns by the wathing of regene- 
ration, and ren wing of the Holy Ghoſt : which he ſhed on us abundantly, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Siviour ; that being juſtified by his grace, we ſhould 
be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

5 P Im lxxxix 35, 36 Once have I ſworn by iny holineſs, that I will not 
lye unto David His ſe d hall cndure tor ever, and his throne as the ſun be- 
fore me Heb vi. 17, 1s Wherein God willing more abundantly to ſhew 
unto the heirs of promiſe the i nmutabilſty of his counſel, confirmed it by an 
oath : that by two i um table things, in which it was impoſſible for God to 
Iyc, we might have a firong conſolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold 
upon the hope et betore us. PI Im lxxxix 14. Juſtice and judgment are the 
habitation of thy throne : m-rcy and truth hall go before thy face. Verſe 16. 
In thy naine thall they rejoicc 20 the day: and in thy righteouſneſs ſhall they 

be exalted. Verſe 24, But my faithtulnels and my mercy ſhall be with him 
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And God in Chri/ is all my truſt, 
Becauſe he's merciful and juſt i. 


CONCLUSION. 


ERE is the Riddle, where's the man 
Ot judgment to expound ? 
For maſters fam'd that cannot ſcan, 
In rael may be found“. 


We juſtly thoſe in wiſdom's liſt 
Eſtabliſh'd ſaints may call, 
Whoſe bitter-ſweet experience bleſt 
Can clearly graſp it all !, 
Some babes in grace may mint & and mar, * efay. 
Yet aiming right ſucceed em: 
But rangers they in rel are, 
Who not at all can read n. 


viz. David my ſervant] : and in my name ſhall his horn be exalted. Ver. 28. 
My mercy will I keep for him for evermore, and my covenant ſhall ſtand faſt 
with him. 

i Heb. ii. 11. Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto 
his brethren ; that he might be a mer:1tul and taithful High-prieſt, in things 
pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the fins of the people. x John 
i. 9,9. If we walk in the light, as God is in the light, we have fellowſhip 
one with another, and the blood of Jeſus Chriſt his Son, cleanſeth us from all 
ſin. If we ſay that we have no fin, we deceive ourſelves, and the truth is not 
in us. If we confeſs our fins, he is faithful, and juſt to forgive us our fins, 
and to cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs. 

John iii. 10. Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto Nicodemus, Art thou a maſter 
of Iſrael, and knoweſt not theſe things ? 

Matth. xi. 25. At that time [cſus anſwered and ſaid, I thank thee, O Fa- 
ther, Lord of heaven and earth, becauſe thou haſt hid theſe things from the 
wiſe and prudent, and haſt revealed them unto babes. Chap. xiii. 11. Jeſus 
anſwered and ſaid unto his diſciples, Becauſe it is given unto you to know 
the myſteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given, 

m 1 Cor. iii. 1, 2. And I, brethren, could nat ſpeak unto you as unto ſpi- 
ritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes ia Chriſt. I have fed you with 
milk, and not with meat : for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet 
now are ye able. Heb. v. 12,—14. For when for the time ye ought to be 
teachers, ye have need that one teach you gin which be the firſt principles 
of the vracles of God; aud are become ſuch as have need of milk, and not of 
ſtrong meat. For every one thut uſeth milk, is unſkilful in the word of righ- 
teoutneſs : for he is a babe But ſtrong meat belongeth to them that are of 
full age, even thoſe who, by reaſon of uſe, have their ſenſcs exerciſed to dif- 
cern both good and evil. Chap. vi. 1. Therefore, leaving the principles of 
the doctrine of Chriſt, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the toun- 
dation of repentance from dead works, and of taith towards God, &c. 1 John 
ii. 12, 13 | write unto you, little children, becauſe your fins are forgiven you 

for his name's ſake.—1 write unto you, little children, becauſe ye have known 
the Father. 

u 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. But if our goſpcl be hid, it is hid to them that ore loſt; 
in whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which hel eve 
not, leſt the light of the glorious goſpel of Chiiſt, who is the image oi God, 
ſhould ſhine unto them. 
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GOSPEL SONNETS 


i-th IV. 


The BRLIEVER'Ss LoDGING and INN 
while on EARTH: or, 


A Poem and PARAPHRASE on Pfal. Ixxxiv. 


Ver. 1. How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord of hoſts! 


EHOVAH, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
Sole Monarch of the univerſal hoſt, 
Whom the attendant armies ſtill revere, 
Which in bright robes ſurround the higher ſphere ; 
Whoſe ſov'reign empire ſways the helliſh band 
Of ranked legions in th' internal land; 
Who hold'ſt the carth at thy unrivalPd beck, 
And ſtay'ſt proud forces with a humble check; 
Ev'n thou whoſe name commands an awful dread, 
Yet deigns to dwell with man in very deed : 
O what refreſhment fills the dwelling-place 
Of thine exuberant unbounded grace ! 
Which with ſweet pow'r does joy and praiſe extort, 
In Zion's tents, thine ever-lov*d reſort : 
Where glad'ning ſtreams of mercy from above 
Make ſouls brim-full of warm ſeraphic love. 
Of ſweeteſt odours all thy garments ſmells ; 
Thy diſmal abſence proves a thouſand hells, 
But heav'ns of joy are where thine honour dwells. 


Ver. 2. My ſoul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts 
of the Lord: my heart and my fleſh crieth out for 
the living God. 


Therefore on thee I centre my deſire, 
Which veh'mently burſts out in ardent fire. 
Deprived, ah! I Janguiſh in my plaint, 

My bones are feeble, and my ſpirits faint. 
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My longing ſoul pants to behold again 

Thy temple fill'd with thy majeſtic train; 
Thoſe palaces with heav'nly odour ſtrew'd, 

And regal courts, where Zion's King is view'd : 
To ſee the beauty of the higheſt One, 

Upon his holy mount, his lofty throne : 
Whence virtue running from the living Head 
Reſtores the dying, and revives the dead. 

For him my heart with cries repeated ſounds, 
To which my fleſh with echoes loud rebounds ; 
For him, for him, whoſe life in death can give, 
For him, for him, whoſe ſole prerogative 
Is from and to eternity to live. 


Ver. 3. Tea, the ſparrow hath found an houſe, and the 


ſwallow a neſt for herſelf, where ſhe may lay her young, 
even thine altars, O Lord of hoſts, my King and my Gad. 


Alas! how from thy lovely dwellings I, 
Long baniſh'd, do the happy birds envy ; 
Which, chuſing thy high altars for their neſt, 
On rafters of thy tabernacle reſt ! 
Here dwells the ſparrow of a chirping tongue, 
And here the fwallow lays her tender young: 
Faint ſacrilege! they ſeize the ſacred ſpot, 
And ſeem to glory o'er my abſent lot. 
Yet ſure I have more ſpecial right to thee 
Than all the brutal hoſts of earth and fea: 
That Sov'reign, at whoſe government they bow, 
Is wholly mine by his eternal vow ; 
My King to rule my heart, and quell my focs, 
My God t' extract my well from preſent woes, 
And crown with endleſs glory at the cloſe. 


Ver. 4. Bleſſed are they that dwell in thy houſe : they will 
be /lill praiſing thee. | 


O happy they that haunt thy houſe below, 
And on thy royal fanQtuary flow; 
Not for itſelf, but for the glorious One, 
Who there inhabits his erected throne ! 
Others paſs by, but here their dwelling is ; 
O happy people crown'd with bays of bliſs! 
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Bleſs'd with the ſplendid luſtre of his face, 

Bleſs'd with the high melodious ſound of grace, 

That wakens ſouls into a ſweet amaze, 

And turns their ſpirits to a harp of praiſe ; 

Which loudly makes the lower temple ring 

With Hallelajabs to the mighty King: 

And thus they antedate the nobler ſong 

Of that celeſtial and triumphant throng 

Who warble notes of praiſe eternity along. | 


Ver. 5. Bleſſed is the man whoſe ſtrength is in thee :— 


What weights of bliſs their happy ſhoulders load, 
Whoſe /rength lies treaſur'd in a potent God? 
Self-drained ſouls, yet flowing to the brim, 
Becauſe void in themſelves, but full in him. 

Adam the firſt diſcuſs'd their ſtock of ſtrength, 

The ſecond well retriev'd the ſum at length; 

Who keeps 't himſelf, a ſurer hand indeed, 

To give not as they liſt, but as they need. 

When raging turies threaten ſudden harms, 

He then extends his everlaſting arms ; 

When Satan drives his pointed fiery darts, 

He gives them courage and undaunted hearts, 

To quell his deadly force with divine ſkill, 

And adds new ſtrength to do their Sov'reign's will : 
When fore haraſs'd by ſome outragious luſt, 

He levelling its pow'r unto the duſt, 

Makes ſaints to own him worthy of their truſt. 


Ver. 6. In whoſe hearts are the ways of them. Who pal: 
feng through the valley of Baca, make it a well: 
the rain alſo filleth the pools. 


Such heav*n-born ſouls are not to earth confin'd, 
Truth's high- way fills their elevated mind: 
'I hey bound for Zion, preſs with forward aim, 
As [j”*e['s males to old Feruſalem. 
Their holy path hes through a parched land, 
Through oppolitions numerous and grand. 
Traverſing ſcorched deſerts, ragged rocks, 
And Baca's wither'd vale, like thirſty flocks ; 
Yet with unſhaken vigour homeward go, 
Not mov'd by all oppoſing harms below, 
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They digging wells on this Gilboa top, 

The vale of Achor yields a door of hope : 

For heav'n in plenty does their labour crown, 

By making filver ſhow'rs to trickle down ; 

Till empty pools imbibe a pleaſant fill, 

And weary fouls are heart'ned up the hill, 
By maſly drops of joy which down diſtill. 


Ver. 7. They go from ſtrength to ftrength, every one of 
them in Zion appeareth before God. 


Thus they, refreſhed by ſuperior aid, 
Are not defatigated nor diſmay'd; 
Becauſe they are, O truth of awful dread ! 
As potent as JEHovan in their Head. 
Hence they ſhall travel with triumphant minds, 
In ſpite of ragged paths and boiſt'rous winds. 
The rougheſt ways their vigour ne'er abates, 
Lach new aſſault their ſtrength redintegrates. 
When they through mortal blows ſeem to give o'er, 
Their ſtrength by intermitting gathers more. 
And thus they, with unweary'd zeal endu'd, 
Still as they journey have their ſtrength renew'd. 
So glorious 1s the race, that once begun, 
Fach one contends his fellow to out-ruu ; 
Till at uniting in a glorious band, 
Before the Lamb's high throne adoring ſtand, 
And harp his lofty praiſe in Zion-land. 


Ver. 8. O Lord God of hoſts, hear my prayer : give ear, 
O God of Jacob. 


Great God of num'rous hoſts, who reigns alone 
The ſole poſſeſſor of th' imperial throne ; 
Since mental taſtes of thy delicious grace 
So ſweetly reliſh in thy holy place, 

This is the ſubject of my tabled pray'r, 
To have the viſion of thy glory there. 

O let my cry pierce the etherial frame. 
And mercy's echo follow down the ſame. 
Omniſcient Being, favour my deſire, 
Hide not thy goodneſs in paternal ire: 
Why, thou haſt giv'n in an eternal band 
To jacob and his ſeed thy royal hand, 
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And promis'd, by thy ſacred Deity, Ye 
His King and covenanted God to be; M 
Theretore my hopes are center'd all in thee, W 
Ver. 9. Behold, O God, our ſhield; and look upon the v. 


face of thine ancinted. 


Omnipotent, whoſe armour none can wield, 
Zion's great buckler and defenſive ſhicld ; 
Thy pure untainted eyes cannot behold 
Deformed mortals in their ſinful mold, 
Unleſs their names be graved on the breaſt 
Of Zion's holy conſecrated Prieſt. 
When they his white and glorious garments wear, 
Then fin and guilt both wholly diſappear : 
Becaule o'erwhelmed in the crimſon flood, 
And ocean of a dying Surety's blood : 
They alſo, veſted with his radiant grace, 
Reflect the luſtre of his holy face. 
They're not themſelves now, but divinely trim; 
For wholly what they are, they are in him: 


And hence Jemovan's all-diſcerning eye 
Cannot in them eſpy deformity. al 
Then look on him, Lord; and in him on me. N. 


Ver. 10. For a day in thy courts is better than a thouſand : T 
F had rather be à door-keeper in the houſe of my NN. 


God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedneſs. T. 

May I poſſeſs as thy domeſtic child, Te 
The houſe that by Jexovan's name is ſtyl'd: U 
For royal glories deck thoſe courts of thine, U 
Which with majeſtic rays ſo brightly ſhine, In 
That ſhould my mind preſent an earth of gold, G1 
As full of worldly joys as earth can hold ; Fo 
Sweet grace ſo fills my houſe, I'd grudge to ſpare, 1 
One moment here, for thouſand ages there. Dy 


No earthly object ſhall :ay love confine, 


That Being which poſſefles all, is mine. R 
My fpirit therefore rather would embrace 

The meaneſt office in his holy place, 

And by the threſhold of his houſe within, cn 
Than fit in ſplendor on a throne of ſin. Hi 
In 7e/us* courts I'd chuſe the loweſt place, . 


At his ſalnts feet, fol might ſee his face. 


He 
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Yea, though my lamp of outward peace ſhould burn 
Moſt brightly, yet I would inceſſant mourn, 
While in a wicked Meſech I ſojourn. 


Ver. 11. For the Lord God is a ſun and ſhield: the Lord 
will give grace and glory: no good thing will he 
with-hold from them that walk uprightly. 


For God the Lord, whoſe courts I love to haunt, 
Is ev'ry thing that empty ſouls can want; 
A ſun for light, a ſhield for ſtrength ; yea, more, 
On carth he gives his grace, in heav'n his glore. 
This radiant ſun, of life and light the ſource, 
Scatters the ſhades by's circumambient courſe; 
Yea, guides bemiſted ſouls with heartſome beams, 
And gloriouſly irradiating gleams. 
This maſly ſhield is poliſh'd bright with pow'r, 
For helping weaklings in a per'ſous hour. 
Here's all that weary travellers would have; 
A ſun to cheriſh, and a ſhield to fave. 
Grace alſo here is giv'n t adorn the ſoul, 
And yield to glory in the heav'nly pole. 
All divine treaſure to the ſaint 1s due ; 
Nothing's deny'd, if truth itſelf be true. 
The treaſure is ſo valt it can't be told; 
Nothing that God can give, will God with-hold. 
To whom he doth his ſaving grace impart, 
To them he gives himſelf, his hand, his heart : 
Uprightneſs too of heart and life does fall 
Unto their ſhare, who having him, have all. 
In them the grace he gives, he {till regards; 
Gives holineſs, and then his gift rewards. 
For to his own upright and div:ne brood a 
He's bound to grant ev'n all that's great and good, 5 
By's own word, firm oath, and ſacred blood. 


Ver. 12. O Lord of hoſts, bleſſed is the man that truſteth 


in thee. 


O then, Jemovan, God of armies ſtrong, 
To whom the pow'rs of earth and heav'n belong; 
How vaſtly bleſſed is the fixed man, 
Who by a firm fiducial boldneſs can, 
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Through grace and ſtrength diſpenſed from above, 
So ſweetly ſcan the height of divine love, 

As to derive his comfort wholly thence, 

And on this rock to found his confidence ? 

Whoſe faith has rear'd up for a firm abode 

A ſtable building on a living God ? 

Who, ſpoil'd of human props both great and ſmall, 
Does chuſe a triune Deity for all? 

What ſcrolls of bliſs are in this a// inroll'd, 

Is too ſublime for ſeraphs to unfold. 

Siſt, human wiſdom, in a deep amaze! 

Let rapid floods of life his glory raile, 
Till time be drown'd in his eternal praiſe. 


+$++++++p+++++++++$++$+$+$+++$+$$$+++$+++++$+++++++ 


A fourtold Fxerciſe for the BELIEVER in 
his Lodging. 


L The FU LT: L, Or, 


The Ten Commandments, Exod. xx. 3,—17. 


O God but me thou ſhalt adore. 
No image frame to bow before. 

. My holy name take not in vain. 

My facred Sabbath don't profane. 

. To parents render due reſpect. 

l murder ſhun and malice check. 
From filth and whoredom baſe abſtain. 
From theft and all unlawful gain. 

Falſe witneſs flee, and ſland'ring ſpite. 
Nor covet what's thy neighbour's right. 
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The UNHOLYT HEART, the direct oppoſite 


to God's law, Rom. vii. 14; Or, 
The Knowledge of Sin by the Law, Rom. iii. 20. 
I. % Y heart's to many gods a ſlave. 
2-3 Of imagery an hideous cave. 


-. An hoard of {50d-diſhon”ring crimes. 
4. A walter baſe of holy times. 
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A throne of pride and ſclt-conceit. 

6, A ſlaughter-houſe of wrath and hate. 
7. A cage of birds and thoughts unclean. 
8. A den of thieves and frauds unſeen. 

9. An heap of calumnies unſpent. 
19. A gulph of greed and diſcontent. 


III. The GLORIOUS GOSPEL; Or, 
CagisT the End of the Law for Righteouſneſs, Rom. x. 4. 


And the abſolute Need of this Remedy inferred from 
the Premiſſes. 


ENCE I conclude, and clearly fee, 


++ There's by the law no life for me; 
Which damns each ſoul to endleſs thrall, 
in Whoſe heart and life fulfils not all. 


What ſhall I do, unleſs for bail 

I from the law to grace appeal! 

She reigns through Fe/us” righteouſneſs, 

Which giving juſtice full redreſs, 

On grace's door this motto grav'd, 

Let fin be damn'd, and ſinners ſav'd. 

O wiſdom's deep myſterious way! 

Lo, at this door [I'll waiting ſtay, 5 
Till ſin and hell both paſs away. 

But in this bliſs to ſhew my part, 

Grant, through thy law grav'd in my heart, 5 
My life may ſhew thy graving art. 


IV. The PRATER of FAITH: 


Which may be conceived in the following Words of 
a certain Author. 


FOUM tuus in vita, tua ſunt mea funera, Chriſte ; 
Da, precor, imperii ſceptra tenere tui. 
Cur etenim, moriens, tot vulnera ſævà tuliſti, 
Si non ſum regni portio parva tui? 


Cur rigido latuit tua vita incluſo ſepulchro, 
Si non e/t mea mors morte fugata tua! 
Ergo mihi certam praſtes, O Chrilte, ſalutem ; 
Meque tuo lotum ſanguine, Chriſte, juva. 
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Wulch MAY BE THUS ENGLISHED. 


Feſus, I'm thine in life and death; 

Oh let me conqu'ring hold thy throne. 
Why ſhar'd the croſs thy vital breath, 

It not to make me ſhare thy crown ? 
Why laid in jail of cruel grave, 

It not thy death from death me free ? 
Then, Lord, inſure the bliſs 1 crave, 

Seal'd with thy blood, and ſuccour me. 


TTL . b bf EPI TITLE LEED, 
GOSPEL SONNETIS 


”- A $M. 0-5. 


The BeLIEVER's SOLILOQUY; 
clpecially in times of De ſertion, 
1emptation, Affliction, &c. 


er. 
The deſeried BELIEVER longing for perfect Freedom 


from Sin. 


H! mournful caſe! what can afford 
Contentment, when an abſent Lord 
Will now his kindneſs neither prove 
By ſmiles of grace, nor lines of love? 


What heart can joy, what ſoul can ſing, 
While winter over-runs the ſpring ? 
I die, yet can't my death condole : 
Lord, ſave a dying, drooping ſoul. 


In pain, yet unconcern'd, I live; 
And languiſh when I ſhould believe. 
Lord, if thou ceaſe to come and ſtay 
My ſoul in fin will pine away. 


In ſin, whoſe ill no tongue can tell, 
Jo hve is death, to die 1s hell: 
O ſave, if not from thrall's arreſt. - 

' Yet ſave me, Lord, from fin at leaſt. 
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This for his merit's ſake I ſeek, 

Whoſe blood and wounds do mercy ſpeak ; 
Who left the rank of glorious choirs, 

And heav'nly flow'rs for earthly briars. 


Our Samſon took an holy nap 

Upon our feeble nature's lap: 

He wand'ring in a pilgrim's weed, 
Did taſte our griets, to help our need. 
Earth's fury did upon him light; 

How black was Herod's cruel ſpite ! 
Who, to be ſure of murd'ring one, 

6 Leſt he be ſpar'd did pity none! 


. Hell hunts the babe a few days old, 
That came to rifle Satan's fold: 
All hands purſu'd him ev'n to death, 
That came to ſave from ſin and wrath. 


© O mercy ! ignorant of bounds! 

i, Which all created thought confounds; 
He ran outright a ſaving race 

For them that unto death him chaſe. 

O fin ! how heavy is thy weight, 

That preſs'd the glorious God of might, 
Till proſtrate on the freezing ground, 
He ſweat his clotted blood around ! 


His hand the pond'rous globe does prop, 
This weight ne'er made him ſweat a drop: 
But when ſin's load upon him hes, 

He falls and ſweats, and grones and dies. 


Alas! if God fink under fin, 
How fthall the man that dies therein? 
How deeply down, when to the load 


He adds the lighted blood of God:? 


Lord, let thy fall my riſe obtain, 
Thy grievous ſhame my glory gain; 
Thy croſs my laſting crown procure, 
Thy death my endleſs life inſure. 

O lend me down a draugnt of love, 
Or take me hence to drink above : 
Here Marab's water fils my cup, 

But there all griefs are ſwallow'd up. 
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Love here is ſcarce a faint defire ; 
But there the ſparks a flaming fire. 
Joys here are drops that paſſing flee ; 
But there an ever-flowing ſea. 


My faith, that ſees fo darkly here, 
Will there reſign to viſion clear : 

My hope, that's hear a weary groan, 
Will to fruition yield the throne. 


Here fetters hamper freedom's wing; 
But there the captive is a king: 

And grace 1s like a burry'd ſeed; 
But finners there are ſaints indeed. 


My portion's here a crumb at beſt ; 
But there the Lamb's eternal feaſt : 
My praiſe is now a ſmother'd fire; 
But then I'll ſing and never tire. 


Now duiſky ſhadows cloud my day; 
But then the ſhades will flee away : 

My Lord will break the dimming glaſs, 
And ſhew his glory face to face. 

My num'rous foes now beat me down ; 
But then I'll wear the victor's crown: 
Yet all the revenues PII bring 

To Zion's everlaſting King. 


SECT. IL. 


The deſerted BeLiever's Prayer under Complaints of Un- 


belief, Darkneſs, Deadneſs, and Hardneſs. 


THAT means this wicked wand'ring heart! 
This trembling ague of my ſoul ? 

Would Jeſus but a look impart; 
One look from him would make me whole. 


But will he turn to me his face, 

From whom he juſtly did withdraw ? 
To me who lighted all that grace 

I in my paſt experience ſaw ? 


Lord, for thy promiſe ſake return, 
Apply thy pard'ning, cleanſing blood; 
Look down with pity on a worm, 
With cov'nant-mercy do me good. 
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When thy free Sp'rit the word applies, 
And kindly tells me thou art mine, 
My faithleſs ſinking heart replies, 
Ah; Lord! I wiſh I could be thine. 
My faith's ſo *nighted in my doubts, 
[ caſt the offer'd good away; 
And loſe, by raiſing vain diſputes, 
The wonted bleſſings of the day. 


Was cer one preſs'd with ſuch a load, 
Or pierc'd with ſuch an unſeen dart; 
To find at once an abſent God, 
And yet, alas! a careleſs heart ? 
Such grief as mine, a griefleſs grief, 
Did ever any mortal ſhare ? 
An hopeleſs hope, a lifeleſs life, 
Or ſuch unwonted careleſs care ? 
'Tis ſad, Lord! when for night's ſolace 
Nor moon, nor ſtarry gleams appear ; 
Yet worſe, when in this diſmal caſe 
My heart is hard'ned from thy fear. 


'Twas not becauſe no ſhow'rs did flow 
Of heav'nly manna at my door; 
But by my folly I'm into 
A worſe condition than before. 
Come, Lord, with greater pow'r ; for why, 
Mine, ſure, 1s not a common calc : 
Thou offer'ſt to unvail; yet I 
Do ſcarce incline to ſee thy face. 


Such languid faint deſires I feel 
Within this wicked ſtupid heart ; 
I ſhould, I would ; but that I will 
[ hardly dare with truth aſſert. 


O to be free of that vile wrack, 
That baſely keeps me from my God! 
| flee from thee, Lord; bring me back 
By tender love, or by thy rod. 


In paths of righteouſneſs direct, 
New proots of thy remiſſion give; 
Then of thy name I'll mention make 
With grateful praiſes while 1 live : 
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On banks of mercy boundleſs deep 
With ſweeter eaſe I'll ſoar and ſing, 

Than kings of feather'd hoſts, that ſweep 
The oozy ſhore with eaſy wing. 


But it thy mind omniſcient know 
Pm for this abſent bliſs unfit, 

Give grace to hate my fins, and to 
Their righteous puniſhment ſubmit. 


But let me ne'er thy Spirit lack, 

That by his aid my pray'rs may come 
Before him, who can wiſely make 

Ev'n diſtance lead his people home. 


Deep wiſdom can my ſoul prepare 
By preſent woes for abſent bliſs. 

By acid griefs that now I ſhare, 
He can convey the joys I mils. 


Who all from nothing's womb diſclos'd, 
Can make th' amazing product ceale ; 
With him our order is confus'd, 
By him confuſion brings forth peace. 


Then, Lord, ne'er let me baſely ſpurn 
Againſt thy ſearchleſs unknown ways; 
But magnify thy work, and turn 
My groans and murmers into praiſe. 


Let me ſubmiſſive, while I live, 
Thy awful juſtice own with fear : 

Yet penſive let me never grieve 
Thy tender mercy by deſpair. 


Since though by ſin ] foully ſwerv'd, 

And lewdly from my glory fell; 

I'm chaſten'd here, and not refſerv'd 
To feel the weight of fin in hell: 

Thy high right hand's once joytul days 
In my diſtreſs I'll call to mind ; 

And own that all thy darkeſt ways 
Will clearly prove thee good and kind. 
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SECT. III. 
The BELIEVER wading through Depths of Deſertion and 
Corruption. 


ORD, when thy face thou hidſt, 
And leav'ſt me long to plore, 
I faithleſs doubt of all thou didſt 
And wrought'ſt for me before. 


No marks of love I find, 
No grains of grace, but wracks; 
No track of heav'n is left behind, 
No groan, no ſmoaking flax. 


But ſay, if all the guſts 
And grains of love be ſpent, 
Say, Farewel Chriſt, and welcome luſts ; 
Stop, ſtop, I melt, I faint. 


Lord, yet thou haſt my heart, 
This bargain black I hate; 
dare not, cannot, will not part 
With thee at ſuch a rate. 


Once, like a Father good, 
Thou didſt with grace perfume ; 
Vaſt thou a father to conclude 
With dreadful judge's doom; 


Confirm thy former deed, 
Reform what is defil'd; 
I was, I am, I'll {till abide , 
Thy choice, thy charge, thy child. 


Love-ſeals thou didſt impart, 
Lock'd up in mind I have; 
Hell cannot raſe out of my heart 
What heav'n did there engrave. 


Thou once didſt make me whole 
By thy almighty hand ; 
Thou mad'ſt me vow and gift my ſoul ; 
Both vow and gift ſhall ſtand. 


But ſince my folly groſs 
My joyful cup did ſpill, 
Make me the captive of thy croſs, 
Submiſſive to thy will. 
. H h 


Self in myſelf L hate, 

That's matter of my groan; 
Nor can I rid me from the mate 
That cauſes me to moan. 


O frail, unconſtant fleſh ! 

Soon trapt in ev' ry gin; 
Soon turn'd, o'erturn'd, and ſo afreſh 
Plung' d in the gulph of ſin. 


Shall I be ſlave to ſin, 
My Lord's moſt bloody foe ? 


I feel its pow'rful ſway within; 
How long ſhall it be ſo? 


How long, "Lot, ſhall I ſtay ? 
How long in Meſech here ? 
Diſhon'ring thee from day to day, 


Whoſe name's to me ſo dear ? 


While ſin, Lord, breeds my grief, 

And makes me fadly pine; 
With blinks of grace, O grant relief, 
Till beams of glory ſhine ! 


SE CT. IV. 


F black doom by deſert ſhould go, 
Then, Lord, my due deſert is death; 

Which robs from ſouls immortal joy, 

And from their bodies mortal breath. 


But in ſo great a Saviour, 

Can e'er ſo baſe a worm's annoy 
Add any glory to thy pow'r, 

Or any gladneſs to thy joy? 


Thou juſtly mayſt me doom to death, 
And everlaſting flames of fire; 
Bat on a wretch to pour thy wrath 
Can never ſure be wroth thine ire. 


Since Feſus the atonement was, 
Let tender mercy me releaſe; 
Let him be umpire of my caule, 


And pals the gladſome doom of peace. 


242 GOSPEL SONNETS. Parry, 


CoMPLAINT of Sin, Sorrow, and want of Love. 
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Let grace forgive, and love forget 
My baſe, my vile apoſtacy ; 
And temper thy deſerv'd hate 
With love and mercy toward me. 
The ruffling winds and raging blaſts 
Hold me in conſtant cruel chace ; 
They break my anchors, fails, and maſts, 
Allowing no repoſing place. 
The boiſt'rous ſeas with ſwelling floods, 
On ev'ry ſide againſt me fight. 
Heav'n, overcaſt with ſtormy clouds, 
Dims all the planet's guiding light. 
The helliſh furies ly in wait 
To win my ſoul into their pow'r ; 
To make me bite at ev'ry bait, 
And thus my killing bane devour. 


| he inchain'd in fin and thrall, 
Next border unto black deſpair ; 

Till grace reſtore, and of my fall 
The doleful ruins all repair. 

My hov'ring thoughts would flee to glore, 
And neſtle ſafe above the ſky ; 

Fain would my tumbling ſhip aſhore 
At that ſure anchor quiet lie. 

But mounting thoughts are haled down 
With heavy poiſe of corrupt load ; 

And bluſt'ring ſtorms deny with frown 
An harbour of ſecure abode. 

To drown the wight that wakes the blaſt, 
Thy fin-ſubduing grace afford; 

The ſtorm might ceaſe, could ] but caſt 
This troublous Jonah over-board. 

Baſe fleſh, with fleſhly pleaſures gain'd, 
Sweet grace's kindly ſuit declines ; 

When mercy courts me for its friend, 
Anon my ſordid fleſh repines. 


Soar up, my ſoul, to Tabor hill, 
Caſt off this loathſome preſſing load; 
Long is the date of thine exile, 
Vhile abſent from the Lord, thy God. 
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Dote not on earthy weeds and toys, 
Which do not, cannot ſuit thy taſte : 
The flow'rs of everlaſting joys 
Grow up apace for thy repaſt. 


Sith that the glorious God above 
In Jeſus bears a love to thee ; 
How baſe, how brutiſh is thy love 

Of any being leſs than he ? 


Who for thy love did chuſe thy grief, 
Content in love to live and die: 

Who lov'd thy love more than his life, 
And with his life thy love did buy. 


Since then the God of richeſt love 
With thy poor love enamour'd is; 

How high a crime will thee reprove, 
If not enamour'd deep with his ? 


Since on the verdant field of grace 
His love does thine ſo hot purſue ; 
Let love meet love with chaſt embrace, 
Thy mite a thouſand-fold is due. 


Riſe, love, thou early heav'n, and ſing, 
Young little dawn of endleſs day: 

I'll on the mounting fiery wing 
In joyful raptures melt away. 


er. . 


The deſerted Soul's PRaver for the Lord's gracious and 
Sin-ſubduing Preſence. 


IND Fe/us, come in love to me, 
K And make no longer ſtay ; 
Or elſe receive my foul to thee, 

That breathes to be away. 


A Lazar at thy gate I lie, 
As well it me becomes, 

For childrens bread aſham'd to cry: 
O grant a dog the crumbs. 


My wounds and rags my need proclaim, 
Thy needtul help inſure : 

My wounds bear witneſs that I'm lame ; 
My rags, that I am poor. 


V. 
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Thou many at thy door doſt feed, 
With mercy when diſtreſt; 

O wilt thou not ſhew an alm's deed 
To me among the reſt. 


None elſe can give my ſoul relief, , 
None elſe can caſe my moan, 

But he whoſe abſence is my grief : 
All other joys be gone. 


How can I ceaſe from fad complaint ? 
How can I be at reſt ? 

My mind can never be content 
To want my noble gueſt. 


Drop down, mine eyes, and never tire, 
Ceaſe not on any terms, 

Until I have my heart's deſire, 
My Lord within my arms. 

My heart, my hand, my ſpirits fail, 
When hiding off he goes ; 

My fleſh, my foes, my luſts prevail, 
And work my daily woes. 

When ſhall I ſee that glorious ſight 
Will all my fins deſtroy ? 

That Lord of love, that lamp of light, 
Will baniſh all annoy ! 

O could J but from ſinning ceaſe, 
And wait on Piſgab's hill, 


Until I ſee him face to face, 
Then ſhould my ſoul be till. 


But ſince corruption cleaves to me, 
While I in Kedar dwell ; 


O give me leave to long for thee, 


For abſence 1s a hell. 


| Thy glory ſhould be dear to me, 


Who me ſo dear has bought: 
O ſave from rend'ring ill to thee 
For good which thou haſt wrought. 


With fear I crave, with hope I cry, 
Oh promis'd favour ſend ! 

Be thou thyſelf, though chang'ling I 
Ungratefully offend, 
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Out of the way remove the lets, 
Cleanſe this polluted den; 

Tender my ſuits, cancel my debts: 
Sweet Jeſus, ſay, AMEN. 


SECT. VI. 
The SoNG of Heaven deſired by Saints on Earth. 


AV RORA vails her roſy face, 
When brighter Phebus takes her place; 
So glad will grace reſign her room 
To glory in the heav'nly home. 
Happy the company that's gone 
From croſs to crown, from thrall to throne ; 
How loud they ſing upon the ſhore, 
To which they ſail'd in heart before! 


Bleſs'd are the dead, yea, faith the word, 
That die in Chriſt the living Lord. 

And on the other ſide of death 

Thus joyful ſpend their praiſing breath: 


% Death from all death hath ſet us free, 
« And will our gain for ever be; 

«© Death loos'd the maſſy chains of woe, 
« To let the mournful captives go. 

« Death is to us a ſweet repoſe; 

«© The bud was op'd to ſhew the roſe ; 
The cage was broke to let us fly, 
And build our happy neſt on high. 


«© Lo! here we do triumphant reign, 
* And joyful ſing in lofty ſtrain. 
Lo! here we reſt, and love to be, 
„ Enjoying more than faith could ſce. 


„The thouſandth part we now behold, 
By mortal tongues was never told; 

«© We got a taſte, but now above 

« We forage in the fields of love. 

« Faith once ſtole down a diſtant kiſs ; 

«© Now love cleaves to the cheek of bliſs ; 
« Beyond the fears of more miſhap 


« We gladly reſt in glory's lap. 
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« Farth was to us a ſeat of war; 

In thrones of triumph now we are. 

* We long'd to ſee our Feſus dear, 

* And ſought him there, but find him here. 


„We walk in white without annoy, 
* In glorious galleries of joy; 

And crown'd with everlaſting bays, 
We rival Cherubs in their praiſe. 


* No longer we complain of wants, 
“We ſee the glorious King of ſaints, 
* Amidſt his joyful hoſts around, 

* With all the divine glory crown'd. 


« We ſee him at his table-head 

« With living water, living bread, 
« His chearful gueſts inceſſant load 
« With all the plenitude of God. 


« We ſee the holy flaming fires, 

« Cherubic and ſeraphic quires ; 

« And gladly join with thoſe on high, 
« To warble praiſe eternally. 

% Glory to God that here we came, 
« And glory to the glorious Lamb : 

« ur light, our life, our joy, our all 
&« Ig in our arms, and ever ſhall. 

« Our Lord is ours, and we are his: 
4 Yea, now we ſce him as he is: 

4 And hence we like unto him are, 

« And full his glorious image ſhare. 


No darkneſs now, no diſmal light; 
No vapour intercepts the light; 

«© We ſee for ever face to face 

The higheſt Prince in higheſt place. 


* This, this does heav'n enough afford, 
MWe are for ever with the Lord: 

* We want no more, for all is giv'n ; 
His preſence is the heart of heav'n. 
While thus I laid my liſt'niug ear 

Cloſe to the door of heav'n to hear ; 

And then the ſacred page did view, 
Which told me all I heard was true; 


( 


248 GOSPEL SONNE TS. paar u 


Yet ſhew'd me that the heav'nly ſong 


Surpaſſes ev'ry mortal tongue, 
With ſuch unutterable ſtrains 
As none in fett'ring fleſh attains : 


Then faid I, © O to mount away, 

« And leave this heavy clog of clay! 
<« Let wings of time more haſty fly, 

« That I may join the ſongs on high.“ 


DE ——4b 4 — 
GOSPEL SONNETS. 


P AR T VI. 
The BELIEVER 's PRINCIPLES 


CONCERNING 


. CrEATION and REDEMPTION. 

. Law and GosPEL, | 

„ JusTIFICATION and SANCTIFICATION. 

Farru and SENSE. | 
HEAVEN and EaRTH. 


n L, 


The BEeLIieveR's PRINCIPLES concerning 
Creation and Redemption; or, Some of the 
firſt Principles of the Oracles of Gov. 


EC T.. I. 


Of CREATION. 

The firſt chapter of Geneſis compendized; or the ſirſt 
8 

þ 


wy Jos in Coo > 


+» 3 0D m 


Un 


ſeven days work, from the following Latin lines 
Engliſbed. 
P RIMA dies ce#lum, & terram, lucemque, creavit. 
Altera diſtendit ſpatium, diſcrimen acquarum. 
Tertia ſecernens undas, dat gramina terris. 
Luarta creat ſolem & lunam, celeſtiaque aſtra. 
Duinta dedit piſces, eadem genus omne volantum. 
Sexta tulit pecudes, hominem quoque quem Deus ipſe 
Condidit ; inde operis requies lux ſeptima fulſit. 


VI, 
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In ENdLIsH Tuvus. 


1. The firſt day, heav'n, earth, ligbt, IænOVvAH ſent. 
2. The next, a water. ſund' ring firmament. 
3. The third made dry land ſpring with flow'ry pride. 


4. The fourth ſet up bright lamps times to divide. 


5 7 he fifth brought ſeimming fiſh and flying fowl. 
77 he ſixth, earth's herds, and man to — the rule, 


7. The ſeventh brought forth no more, yet brought the beſt, 
* 7 he lab ring creatures and Creator reſt. 


OR THUs: 


The firſt day, at JeHovan's word, 
Did heav'n, and earth, and light afford. 


The next, a firmament ſo wide 
As might the water's courſe divide. 


The third, ſevering lands from ſeas, 
Made earth produce herbs, graſs, and trees. 


The fourth, ſun, moon, and ſtars of light 
Set up to rule the day and night. 


The fifth made fiſh in depths to move, 
And fowls to fly in air above. 


The ſixth all earthly beaſts did bring, 
And man to be the creatures king. 


The ſeventh, of all theſe days the beſt, 
Was made for God and man to reſt. 


Redemption- work doth bring again 
The firſt of theſe to be the main. 


Fetching new heav'ns and earths in light, 
And immortality to light. 


Since then the #r/? is now the bg, 
Keep well this pledge of endleſs 76%. 


The Sum of CREATION. 
All things from nothing, to their ſov'reign Lord 


Obedient roſe, at his commanding word. 
Fair in his eye the whole creation ſtood ; 
yo law the building, and pronounc'd it good. 
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And now each work (while nature's fabric ſtands) 
Loud for its wiſe and mighty Lord demands 

A rent of praiſe, a loud and lofty ſong 

From ev'ry rational beholder's tongue. 


SECT. IL | W 

Of REDEMPTION. M. 

The Myſtery of the Redeemer's Incarnation ; or, Gu « 
manifeſted in the fleſh, 1 Tim. iii. 16. john I. 14. 1 


WI AT though the waters, ſtruck with dread, Tt 
Riſe up and form a pyramid ? Tl 
Though * ſhould guſh from rocks and ſtones, 

Or living ſouls from wither'd bones? 


To hear of an incarnate God, 

Js yet more wonderful and odd ; 

Or to behold how God moſt high . 
Could in our nature breath and die. 


What though the bright angelic forms 

Degraded were to crawling worms ? 

Theſe creatures were but creatures ſtill, | 
Transform'd at their Creator's will. | 


Though creatures change a thouſand ways, 

It cannot ſuch amazement raile, 

Nor ſuch a ſcene as this diſplay, y 

Th' eternal Word a piece of clay. 

God-man a ſtrange contexture fix'd, K 

Yet not confuſed nor commix'd ; 

Yet {till a myſt'ry great and freſh, 9 
A 


A Spirit infinite made ſleſb. 


What though, when nothing heard his call, 
Nothing obey'd and brought forth all ? 
What though he nothing” s brood maintain, 
Or all annihilate again ? 


Let nothing into being paſs, 
Or back again to what it was ? 
But, lo! the God of beings here, 


As turn'd to nothing doth appear. 


All heav'n's aſtoniſh'd at his form, 
The mighty God became a worm, 
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Down Arian pride to him ſhould bow, 
He's Feſus and J:Hovan too. 


The Sum of REDEMPTION. 


With haughty mind to Godhead man aſpir'd, 
With loving mind our manhood God delir'd : 
Man was by pride from place of pleaſure chas'd, 
God man by /ove in greater pleaſure plac'd. 

Man ſeeking to aſcend procur'd our fall; 

God yielding to deſcend remov'd our thrall : 
The Judge was calt, the guilty to acquit 
The ſun defac'd to lend the ſhades the light. 
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The REDEEMER's WORE; Or, CHRIS r all in all, 


and our complete Redemption. 
A Gopel-Catechifm for Toung Chriſtians. 


QUESTION. 


IND teacher, may I come to learn 
In this abrupt addreſs, 
By framing queſtions that concern, 
My endleſs happineſs ? 


ANSWER. 
Yea, child; but if you'd learn to run 
The great ſalvation- race, 
Know that the name of Chri/? alone, 
Can anſwer ev'ry caſe. 


9. By fin my God and all is loſt, 
O where may God be found ? 

A. In Chriſt ; for ſo the Holy Ghoſt 
Shews by the joyful ſound. 


But how will God with finful me 
Again be reconcil'd? 
A. In Chriſt, in whom his grace to thee 
And favour is reveal'd. 


9. O how ſhall I ſharer prove, 
And ſee his glorious grace? 
4. In Chrift, the image of his love, 
And brightneſs of his face, 
I1 2 
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2. Where ſhall I ſeek all divine ſtore, 
And without fail obtain ? 

A. In Chri/t, in whom for evermore 
His fulneſs does remain. 


©. But how ſhall I eſcape and flee 
Th' avenging wrath of God? 

A. In Chrift, who bore upon the tree 
That whole amazing load. 

© Alas! Pm daily apt to ſtray, 
How ſhall I heav'n- ward make ? 

A. Through Chrift the conſecrated way, 
Deſign'd for thee to take. 

Ah! where's my title, right, or claim 
To that eternal bliſs ? 

A. In Chriſt alone, that glorious name, 
The Lord our righteouſneſs. 


. But who unfit can enter there, 
Or with ſuch naſty feet? 
A. Chriſt by his blood preſents thee fair, 


His Spirit makes thee meer. 


Q,; But may'nt my Spirit, weak as graſs, 
Fail ere it reach the length ? 

A. Feſus, the Lord thy righteouſneſs, 
Will be the Lord thy frength. 


OD, Maynt helliſh hoſts and wicked foes 
Sore by the way moleſt ? 
A. Chri}t is a friend to bridle thoſe, 
And give the weary reſt. 
O. Mayn't guilty conſcience loudly brand, 
And all my comfort chaſe ? | 
A. Chriſt with a pardon in his hand 
Can ſhew his ſmiling face. 


2, But how can divine mercy vent, 
Where ſins are great and throng ? 

A. Chri}t is the channel with deſcent 
That mercy runs along. 

O, But may not ju/tice interpoſe, 
And ſtand in mercy's way! 

A. Feſus did all the debt thou owes 
To divine juſtice pay. 
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2. Where ſhall mine eyes the pardon ſpy, 
Unto my ſaving good? 

A. In Chriſt's free promiſe ſee it lie, 
In his atoning blood, 


9. What ground have I to truſt and ſay, 
The promiſe is not vain ? 

A. In Chri/t the promiſes are Tea, 
In him they are Amen. 


2. But where is Chriſt himſelf, O where 
With promiſes ſo ſweet ? 

A. Chriſt's in the promiſes, and there 
Thy faith and he may meet. 


2. Is Chriſt in them, and they in Chri/ * 
How fhall 1 thus deſcry? 

His blood and Spirit therein liſt 

To ſeal and to apply. 


Gainſt legal fiery threats of wrath, 
Pray, what defence is beſt ? 
Chriſt's full obedience eye'd by faith : 
There ſhould the guilty reſt. 


But how ſhall faith be had? Alas! 
I find I can't believe. 

Chriſt is the Author of that grace ; 
And faith is his to give. | 

Ah! when may faithleſs I expect 
He'll ſuch a bliſs bequeath ? 

He will of unbelief convict, 
And pave the way for faith. 


Repentance mult attend, but whence 
Shall I this grace receive ? 

Chriſt is exalted as a prince 
All needful grace to give. 


How can ſo vile a lump of duſt 
Heart-holineſs expect? 

Chri/t by his holy Spirit muſt 
This gradual change effect. 

How ſhall I do the works aright 
Pm daily bound unto! + 

. Chri/t in thee, by his Spirit's might 

Works both to will and do. 


P HD Mk. p ; © 
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Ho ſhall my maladies be heal'd, 


So ſore moleſting me ? 
A. Chriſt is the great Phyſician ſeal'd, 
The Lord that healeth thee. 


©. By prayer I ought to ſeek his face ; 
This courſe how ſhall I drive? 

A. *Iis Chrift alone that has the grace 
And Sp'rit of pray'r to give. 


2. Salvation-work is great and high; 45 
Alas! what ſhall I do? 

A. Chriſt as the Alpha thereof eye, 
And the Omega too. 


©, What pillar then is moſt ſecure 
To build my hope upon? 

A. Chriſt only the foundation ſure, 
The living corner-ſtone. 


When l'm with black pollution ſtain'd, 
How ſhall I cleanſed be? | 

A. Chriſt is a fountain for that end 
Set open wide for thee. 


©, What ſhall I do, when plagues abound, 
With /orrows, griefs, and fears? F. 

A. Chriſt has a balſam for thy wounds, 
A bottle for thy tears. 


©, But is there any help for one 
That utterly is loſt ! 

A. Chriſt faves from fin, and he alone, 
Even to the uttermo/t. 


+ ©. But where ſhall I be ſafe at laſt 

From hel! and endleſs death ? 

A. Chriſt is a refuge from the blaſt 
Of ev th r wrath. 


But mayn't ev'n nat'ral death to me 

Become a dreadful thing ? 

A. Chriſt by his death in love to thee 
Did ev'ry death unſting. 

©, Why, Sir, is Cr the whole you ſay? 
No anſwer elſe I find. 

A. Becauſe, were Chriſt our all away, 
There's nothing left behind, 
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How can he anſwer ev'ry caſe, 
And help in every thrall ? 
A. Becauſe he is the Lord of grace, 
JeHovan, all in all. 


9, How is he preſent to ſupply, 
And to relieve us thus: 

A. Becauſe his glorious name is high, 
IMMANUEL God with us. 


9. Has he alone all pow'r to fave; 
Is nothing left to man ? 

A. Yea, without Chrift we nothing have, 
Without him nothing can. 


Q. May'nt ſome from hence take latitude 
And room their luſts to pleaſe ? 
If Chriſt do all, then very good, 
Let us take carnal eaſe. 


A. Chriſt will in flaming vengeance come, 
With fury in his face, 
To damn his foes that dare preſume, 
And thus abuſe his grace. 


SCT. IV. 


FaiTH and Wokks both excluded from the Matter of Fuſ- 


tification before GoD, that Redemption may appear ts be 
only in Car1sT. 


H O dare an holy God addreſs, 
With an unholy righteouſneſs ? 

Who can endure his awful probe, 

Without perfection for their robe? 


None could his great tribunal face, 
Were faith itſelf their faireſt dreſs : 
Faith takes the robe, but never brags 
Itſelf has got but filthy rags. 


Faith claims no ſhare, and works far leſs, 
In juſtice- pleaſing righteouſneſs : 

The ſervant were to me abhorr'd, 
Would claim the glory of his Lord. 


Blaſphemous unbelief may claim 

The praiſes of the worthy Lamb: 
But faith diſclaiming all its beſt, 
Not on itſelf, but C, will reſt. | 
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I'm ſav'd and juſtify'd by faith, 
Which yet no ſaving value hath; 
Nor e' er pretends to fave from thrall, 
But in its object has its all. 


Tis Chriſt alone ſave's guilty me, 
And makes my right to life ſo free, 
That in himſelf it ſtands alone: 


Faith takes the right, but gives me none. 


I dare not act with this intent, 

For acts of mine to draw the rent; 
Nor do good works with this deſign, 
To win the crown by works of mine. 


I'd thus the promis'd grace forſake, 
Nor Feſus for my Saviour take; 
Yea, thus would dreadfully preſume, 
And work mine own eternal doom. 


Preſumption cannot riſe more high, 
I'd make the truth of God a lye, 
The God of truth a liar too; 

What more miſchief could Satan do ? 


Why I'd diſcredit God's record 
Concerning Jeſus Chri/t, the Lord, 
His glorious and eternal Son, 
Whoſe blood has lite eternal won. 
In him, ſays God, this life I give, 
In him ſhall therefore men believe, 
My gift embracing in their arms : 
None ſhall be ſav'd on other terms. 


Vain man muſt ſtoop and freely take, 
Or elſe embrace a burning lake : 
Proud nature muſt ſubmit to grace, 
And to the divine righteouſneſs, 


In vain on works our hope 1s built, 
Our actions nothing are but guilt : 
'The beſt obedience of our own 
Dare not appear before his throne. 
What finite worm can bear the load, 
The fury of an angry God? 

What mortal vigour can withſtand 
The vengeance of his liſted hand ? 
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The law can never ſave us now, 

To damn is all that it can do. 

Heav'n caſts all righteouſneſs of ours, 
The law of works is out of doors. 


No merit, money, more or leſs, 

Can buy the gift of righteouſneſs. 

O may I take what Heav'n does give : 
JeHovan, help me to believe; 


And in that righteouſneſs to truſt, 
Which only makes a ſinner juſt. 

And then, the truth of faith to prove, 
Lord, make my faith to work by love. 


C HE 5 II. 


The BELIEVRR's PRINCIPLES concerning 
the Law and the Goſpel; 


PARTACULARLY, 


1. The My/tery - 


f 1 — 4 of Law and GospEL. 
; I 


4. The Place and Station } 


SECT. I. 
The MysTERY of Law and Goſpel. 


HOUGH law-commands and goſpel-grace 
Agree in mutual joint embrace *; | 
Yet law and goſpel in a ſhock 
Can never draw an equal yoke b. 


a Rom, iii. 31. Do we then make void the law through faith ? God forbid : 
yea, we eſtabliſh the law. Gal. iii. 21. Is the law then againſt the promiſes 
of God ? God forbid : for if there had been a law given which could have - 
given life, verily righteouſneſs ſhould have been by the law. 

b Palm exxx. 3, 4. If thou, Lord, ſhouldſt mark iniquities, O Lord, who 
ſhall ſtand ? But there is forgiveneſs with thee, that thou mayſt be feared. 
Verſe 5, 8. Let Iſrael hope in the Lord; for with the Lord there is mercy, 
and with him is plenteous redemption : and he ſhall redeem Iſrael from all his 
iniquities. And exliii a. O Lord, enter not into judgment with thy ſervant ; 
or 1n thy ſight ſhall no man living be juſtified. Verſe 8. Cauſe me to hear thy 
Joving-kindneſs in the morning, for in thee do I truſt : cauſe me to know the 

ay wherein I ſhould walk, for I lift up my ſoul unto thee. 


Vor, X. K K 
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The law of works, the Jaw of grace, 
Can't ſtand together in one place ; 
The brighter ſcene deſtroys the dark, 
As Dagon fell before the ark e. 


They harmonize like marry'd pairs d, 
Yet are at odds, and keep not ſquares © : 
As mercy ſtands from merit far, 

The letter and the Spirit jar l. 


The law does goſpel-comforts harm, 
The goſpel breaks the legal arms 

Yet both exalt each other's horn, 

And garlands bring their head t' adorn ". 


I through the law am dead to it, 
To legal works and ſelf-concett ' ; 


c Rom. vi. 14, 15- Yin ſhall not bave dominion over you: for ye are not 
under the law, but under grace. What then ? ſhall we fin, becauſe we arc 
not under the law, but under grace ? God forbid. Chap. vii. 4,—6. Where- 
fore, my brethren, ye alſo are become dead to the law by the body of Chtiſt; 
that ye ſhould be married to another, even to him who is raiſed from the dead, 
that we ſhould bring forth fruit unto God. For when we were in the fleſ}, 
the motions of fins which were by the law, did work in our members to bring 
forth fruit unto death. But now we are delivered from the law, that bein 
dead wherein we were held; that we ſhould ſerve in newneſs of ſpirit, and 
not in the oldacfs of the letter. 2 Cor. iii. 5,—10. But if the miniſtration of 
death written and ingraven in ſtones, was glorious, fo that the children of li. 
rael could not ſtedfaſtly behold the face of Moſes, for the glory of his counte- 
nance, which glory was to be done away; how ſhall not the miniſtration of 
the Spirit be rather glorious? For, if the miniſtration of condemnation be 
glory, much more doth the miniſtration of righteouſneſs excecd in glory, For 
even that which was made glorious, had no glory in this reſpect, by reaſon of 
the glory that excelleth. 

d Gal iii. 24. Wherefore the law was our ſchool-maſter to bring us unto 
Chriſt, that we might be juſtified by faith. 

e Rom. xi. 6 And if [election be] by grace, then it 1s no more of works; 
otherwiſe grace is no more grace; but if it be of works, then it is no more 
grace; otherwiſe work is no more work. 

f 2 Cor. iii. 6. — The letter killeth ; but the Spirit giveth life. 

g Heb. ii. 15. And deliver them who throvgh fear of death were all their 
life- time ſubject to bondage. Phil. iii. 79,9. But what things were gain to 
me, thoſe I counted loſs for Chriſt. Yea, doubtleſs, and I count all things 
but loſs, for the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord; for 
whom I have ſuffered the loſs of all things, and do count them but dung that 
I may win Chriſt, and he found in him, not having mine own righteouſneſs, 
which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Chriſt, the righte- 
ouine's which is of God by faith. 

h Gal. ii. 19 For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live 
unto God. 

i Rom. vii 9. But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead 
wherein we were held; that we ſhould ſerve in newneſs of ſpirit, and not i 
the oldneſs of the letter. Verſe 9 For I was alive without the law once ; but 
when the commandment came, ſin revived, and I died. 
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Yet, lo! through goſpel-grace I live, 
And to the law due honour give k. 


The law great room for boaſting makes, 
But grace my pride and boaſting breaks ! ; 
Yet all my boaſts the law does killen, 

And grace makes room to boaſt my fill n. 


The goſpel makes me keep the law 2 ; 
Yet from its painful ſervice draw ? : 

It does all law-demands fulfil 4, 

Yet makes them wholly void and null r. 


The goſpel gives me no command , 
Yet by obeying it I ſtand 5. 

To ſtrict obedience though it call *, 
Does bind to none, but promiſe all“. 


+ Rom. vii. 4. Wherefore, my brethren, ye alſo are become dead to the 
law by the body of Chriſt ; that ye ſhould be married to another, even to him 
who is raiſed from the dead, that we ſhould bring forth fruit unto God And 
1. 4. Chriſt is the end of the law for righteouſneſs to every one that be- 
lieveth. 

| Rom. iii. 239. Where is boaſting then? It is excluded. By what law? 
of works? Nay, but by the law of faith. 

m Rom. iii. 19. Now we know that what things ſoever the law faith, it faith 
to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be ſtoped, and all the 
world may become guilty before God. 

n 1 Cor. i. 29,31. That no fleſh ſhould glory in his preſence. But of 
him are in Chriſt Jeſus, who of Ged is made unto us wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, 
and ſanctiſication, and redemption; that, according as it is written, He that glo- 
rieth, let him glory in the Lord. 

s Tit. ii. 11, 12. For the grace of God that bringeth ſalvation hath appeared 
to all men; teaching us, that denying ungodlineſs, and world!y luſts, we ſhould 
live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this preſent world. 

p Gal. v. 1. Stand faſt therefore in the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made 
us free, and be not intangled again with the yoke of bondage. 

9 Rom. viii. 3, 4. For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through 
the fleſh, God ſending his own Son, in the likeneſs of finful fleſh, and for tn 
condemned fin in the fleth ; that the righteouſneſs of the law might be tulfilled 
in us, who walk not after the fleſh, but after the Spirit. 

7 Rom. vi. 14. Sin thall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under 
the law, but under grace. Gal. iv. 4, 5. But when the fulue's of the time was 
come, God ſent forth his Son made of a woman, made under the law, to re- 
deem them that were under the law. 

Gal iii. 8. And the ſcripture foreſeeing that God would juſtify the heathen 
through faith, preach ed before the goſpel unto Abraham, ſaying, In thee ſhall 
all nations be bleſſed. 

Mark xvi. 16. He that believeth, and is baptized, hall be faved. 

t 2 Theſſ. i. , 8. 'The Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from heaven, with his 
mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know not God, 
and that obey not the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

u John iii. 1. God ſcnt not his Son into the world to condemn the world; 
but that the world through him might be ſaved. Ard xii. 47. And if any man 
hear my words, and believe not, I judge him not; for I came nut to 
judge the world, but to ſave the world Heb, viii. 10, —12. For this is the 
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The law does ſtrict commandment give, 

That I the goſpel - news believe“; 

But yet it teac hes no ſuch thing, 

Nor e'er could goſpel- tidings bring“. 
When U the goſpel truth believe, 

Obedience to the law I give *; 

And when I don't the law * obſerve, 

1 from the goſpel-method ſwerve J. 


Vet if I do the law + obey, 
I am not in the goſpel-way , 
Which does to ſweet obedience draw * : 
Yet is the goſpel no new law b. 


All precepts to the law belong, 
Yet in the goſpel-field are throng ©. 
Curs'd ev'ry goſpel-lighter is, 
Yet all its office is to bleſs ©. 


covenant that I will make with the houſe of Iſrael after thoſe days, ſaith the 
Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts; 
and I will be to them a God, and they ſhall be to me a people. And they 
ſhall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, ſaying, 
Know the Lord: for all ſhall know me from the leaſt to the greateſt. For! 
will be merciful to their unrighteouſneſs, and their fins and their iniquities will 
I] remember no more. | 

v John iii. 18, He that believeth on him, is pot condemned: but he that 
believeth not, is condemned already, becauſc he hath not believed in the name 
of the only begotten Son of God. 

w Rom. x. 5. For Moſes deſcribeth the righteouſneſs which is of the law, 
That the man which doth thoſe things ſhall live by them. And iii. 19. Nov 
we know that what things ſoever the law faith, it ſaith to them who are under 
the law : that every mouth may be ſtopped, and all the world may become 
guilty before God. | 

x John iii. 18. He that believeth on him, is not condemned. 

* Viz. G5 of is a rule. 

y Tit. ii. 11, 12. See letter o forecited, 

+ Viz. 65 it is a covezant. 

2 Gal. v. 3, 4. For I teſlify again to every men that is circumciſed, that he 
is a debtor to do the whole law. Chriſt is become of no effect unto you; who- 
ſoc ver of you are juſtified by the law, ye are fallen from grace. 

a Rom. xvi. 25, 26.—The myſtery that was kept ſecret ſince the world be- 
gan, — now is made manifeſt, and by the ſcriptures of the propets, according 
to the commandment of the everlaſting God, made known to all nations tor 
the obcdience of faith, 

þ Gal. iii. 27. Is the law then againſt the promiſes of God? God forbid; 
for if there had been a law given which could have given life, verily righteouſ- 
neſs ſhould have been by the law. 

c Matth. v. 17, 48. Think not that Iam come to deſtroy the law or the 
prophets : I am not come to deſtroy, but to fulfil, For verily 1 fay unto you, 
Till heaven and earth paſs, one jot or one tittle ſhall in no wiſe paſs from the 
Jaw, till all be fulfilled, &c. Pal. cxix. 96. 1 have ſeen an end of all per- 
ſection; but thy commandment is exceeding broad. 

4 Heb.'x. 26,—29. For if we fin willfully after that we have received the 
knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more ſacrifice for fins, but a cer- 
tain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which ſliall de- 


C1 


VI. 


the 
Irts; 
they 
ring, 
'or I 
will 


that 


lame 


law, 
Now 
nder 
ome 


CAP. II. The BELIEvVER's PRINCIPLES, 261 


It from the law has pow'r to Ai, 
Yet ſaving does its pow'r fulfils ; 
No favour but of /ife it hath ", 
Yet molt the ſavour is of death. 


Weakneſs perfection doth exclude, 
The law is perfect, juſt, and good“: 
Yet can it nothing perfect make, 

But all the comers to it break l. 


Strength to the goſpel does belong, 
Mighty through God it is, and ſtrong : 
It to the law does ſtrength emit, 

Yet 'tis the law gives ſtrength to it, 


rour the adverſaries. He that deſpiſed Moſes law, died without mercy, under 
two or three witneſſes; of how much ſorer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he 
be thought worthy of, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, aud hath 
counted the blood of the covenint, wherewith be was ſanCtifed, an unholy 
thing, and hath done deipite unto the Spirit of grace ? Chap. wi. 25. See that 
ye refuſe not him that ipeaketh : for if they eſcaped not who refuſed him that 
ſpake on earth, much more ſhall not we eſcape, if we turn away from him 
that ſpeaketh from beaven. 

e Rom. xv. 29. And I am fure that when I come unto you, I ſhall come in 
the fulneſs of the blefling of the goſpel of Chriſt. Acts ui 26. Unto you firſt, 
God having raiſed up his Son Jeſus, ſent him to blets you, in turning away 
every one of you from his iniquitics. 

F John iii. 18.— He that believeth not, is condemned already, becauſe he 
hath not believed in the name of the only hegotren Son of God. Mark xvi. 16. 
— He that believeth not, ſhall be damned. Heb. it. 3. How ſhall we cſcape if 
we neglect fo great ſalvation ? 

2 Eph. i. 13. In Chriſt ye alſo truſted after that ye heard the word of truth, 
the goſpel of your ſalvation. 1 Tim, i. 158. This is a faichful ſaying, and 
worthy of all acceptation, that Chriſt Jefus came into the world to ſave fin- 
ners; of whom I am chief. 

þ Phil. ii. 16. Holding forth the word of life, Cc. 2 Tim. i. 1. Paul an a- 
poſtle of Jeſus Chriſt by the will of God, according to the promiſe of life, 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus. Ver. 10.— Our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt—hath aboliſhed 
death, and hath brought life and immortality to light, through the goſpel. 

i 2 Cor. ii. 16. To the one we arc the favour of death unto death, Sc. 

t Palm exix. 96. I have ſceu an end of all perfection; but thy cummand- 
ment is exceeding broad. Rom. viii. 12. Wherefore the law is holy; and the 
commandment holy, and juſt, and good. Heb. vii. 19. For the law made no- 
thing perfect, but the brioging in of a better hope did; by the which we draw 
nigh unto God. 

| Heb. viii. 19. See letter k. Chap. x. 1. For the law having a ſhadow of 
good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never with 
thole ſacrifices which they offered year by year continually, make the comers 
thereunto perfect. 

m Rom. i. 16. For T am not aſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſt: for it is the 
power of God unto falvation, to every one that believeth, to the Jew firſt, 
and alſo to the Greek. 2 Cor x. 4, 5. For the weapons of our warfare is not 
carnal, but, mighty through God to the pulling down of ſtroog holds; caſting 
down im:ginations, and every high thing that exalteth itfelf againſt tho kuow- 
«dye of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of 
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The goſpel gives the law, I ſee, 
Suthcient ſtrength to juſtify * ; 

Yet I may fay in truth it is 

The law that gives the goſpel this o. 


For as the law no ſinner clears, 
But who the goſpel-garment wears 
So none are juſtify'd by grace, 
Unleſs the law- demand have place ?. 


Again the law, which yet ſeems worſe, 
Gives goſpel- news condemning force ; 
Yet they are news that never can, 

Nor ever will condemn a man“. 


Dread threat'nings to the law pertain *, 
Not to the goſpel's golden chain* : 

Yet all law-threats and Sinai's ire 

To goſpel- grace are walls of fire ". 


Rom. viii. 1. There is therefore now no condemnation to them which ate 
in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not after the fleſh, but after the Spirit. Ver. z, 4. 
For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the fleſh, God did, 
ſevding his own Son in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, and for fin condemned fin 
in the fleſh; that the righteouſneſs of the law might be fulfilled in us, who 
walk not after the fleſh but after the Spirit. 

o Rom. iii. 31. Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: 
| yea, weeltabliſh the law. Chap. x. 4. For Chriſt is the end of the law for 

righteouſneſs to every one that believeth. 

7 Rom. iii. 19,—22. Now we know that what things ſoever the law faith, 
it faith to them who are under the law; that every mouth may be ſtopped, 
and all the world may become guilty before God. Therefore by the deeds 

of the law, there ſhall no fleſh be juſtified in his ſight : for by the law is the 
knowledge of fin. But now the righteouſneſs of God without the law is ma- 
nifeſted, being witneſſed by the law and the prophets; even the righteouſneſs 
of God which is by faith of Jeſus Chriſt unto all, and upon all them that be- 
lieve: for there is no diſſcrence. Chap. v. 19.—By the obedience: of one ſhall 
many be made rightcous. Ver. 21.—Crace reigns through righteouſneſs unto 
eternal life, by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. | 

4 John ii 18. He that believeth on him, is not condemned: but he that 
believeth not, is condemned already, becauſe he hath not believed in the name 
of the only begotten Son of God. 

r Luke ii. 10, 11. And the angel ſaid unto them [viz. the ſhepherds, ] Fear 
not; for bchold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which ſhall be to all 
pcople: For unto you is born this day, in the city of David, a Saviour, which 
Chriſt the Lord. John iii. 13. For God ſent not his Son into the world, 
to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be ſaved. Chap. 
Xiii.4q7 Ard if any man hear my words, and believe not, I judge him not; 
tor I came not to judge the world, but to fave the world. 

s Gal. iii. 10. For as many as are of the works of the law, are under the 
curſe : for it is written, Curſed is every one that continueth not in all things 
which are wiitten in the book of the law to do them, 

t ARts xiii. 26. Men and brethren, children of the ſtock of Abraham, and 
whoſoever among you fearcth God, to you is the word of this ſalvation ſent. 

uv Mark xvi. 16.— He that believeth not, ſhall by damned. Heb. ii. 3. 
How ſhall we eſcape, if we neglect ſo great ſalvation ? Chap, x, 26,-2 9. See 
leiter 4 forccited 
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The righteous law aſſoileth none 

Of Adam's guilty race, ſave one“; 
Who being guilty, for this cauſe 

By God's juſt law condemned was *. 


Yet free of guilt it did him ſee; 

Hence fully clear'd, and ſet him free * : 
Yet, had not guilt his ſoul involv'd, 

By law he could not been abſolv'd 7. 


But he withal condemn'd and ſpoil'd 
The law of works, which him aſſoil'd ?: 
And now the law is (in theſe views) 

The marrow of the goſpel-news a. 


The law can juſtify no man 
That is a ſinner v; yet it can 


v Rom. v. 19. For as by one man's diſobedience many were made ſingers ; 
ſo by the obedience of one ſhall many be made righteous. John xvii. 4. | have 
glorified thee on the earth: I have finiſhed the work which thou gaveſt me to 
do. 
w Ifa. lüi. 6.— The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. Gal. 
i. 13. Chriſt hath redeemed us from the curſe of the law, being made a curſe 
for us; for it is written, Curſed is every one that hangeth on a tree. 

x Heb. vii. 26. For ſuch an High-prieſt became us, who is holy, harmleſs, 
undefiled, ſeparate from ſinners, and made higher than the heaveus. Dan. ix. 
24. Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people, and upon thy holy city, 
to finiſh the tranſgreſſion, and to make an end ot fins, and to make reconcili- 
ation for iniquity, and to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs, and to ſeal up the 
viſion and prophecy, and to anoint the moſt holy. 2 Tim. iii. 16. And with- 
out controverſy, great is the myſtery of go&lineſs : God was manifeſt in the fleſh, 
juſtified in the Spirit, ſeen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on 
in the world, received up into glory. Rom. ii. 13 For not the hearers of 
the law are juſt before God; but the doers of the law ſhall be juſtified. Ia. i. 
$. He is near that juſtifieth me, who will contend with me ? let us ſtand to- 
gether : who is mine adverſary ? let come him near to me. 

y 2 Cor. v. 21. God hath made Chriſt to be ſia for us, who knew no fin; 
that we might be made the righteouſneſs of God in him. 1 Pet. iii. 18. Chriſt 
hath once ſuffered for ſins, the juſt for the unjuſt (that be might bring us to 
God ;) being put to death in the fleſh, but quickened by the Spirit. 

2 Col. ii. 24, 15. Blotting out the hand-writing of ordinances that was a- 
gainſt us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to 
his croſs: and having ſpoiled principalities and powers, he made a ſhew of 
them openly, triumphing over them in it. Rom. viii. 3. For what the law 
could not do, in that it was weak through the fleſh, God ſending his own Son, 
in the likeneſs of finful fleſh, and for fin condemned fin in the fleſh. 

« Rom. x. 4. For Chriſt is the end of the law for righteouſneſs to every one 
that believeth. Iſa. xlv. 24. Surely, ſhall one fay, In the Lord have L righ- 
teouſneſs and ſtrength. Jer. xxiii. 6. In his days Judab ſhall be ſaved, and 
Iſrael hall dwell fafely : and this is his name whereby he hall be called, 
Tux Lok OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

> Rom. iii. 19, 20. Now we know, that what things ever the law ſaith, 
it faith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be ſtopped, 
md all the world may become guilty before God. Therefore by the deeds 
of the law, there ſhall ao fleſh be juſtified in his Gght : tor by the law i the 
knowledge of fin, : 
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Thus favour ſinful men, and free 
The chief of ſinners, guilty me ©, 


The goſpel too acquitteth none 
That have not put perfection on); 
And yet it cleareth none (I grant) 
But thoſe who all perfection want e. 


Thoſe that with goſpel- clearance meet, 
Mult by the law be found complete f; 
Yet never could (again I grant) 

The goſpel juſtify a faint *. 
All perſect perſons it controls“, 
And juſtifies ungodly ſouls! ; 


c The law of works, as fulfilled by Chriſt, can and does ſo, Rom. viii. 3, 4. For 
what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the fleſh, God ſend- 
ing his own Son ia the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, and for fin condemned fin in 
the fleſh ; that the righteouſneſs of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk 
not after the fleſh, but after the Spirit. Ver. 32, 4 Who ſhall lay any thing 
to the charge of God's elect ? It is God that juſtifieth ; who is he that condem- 
neth ? It is Chriſt that died; yea rather, that is riſen again, who is even at the 
right-hand of God, who alſo maketh interceſſion for us. 

d Rom. iii. 21, 2». But now the righteouſneſs of God without the law is 
manifeſted, being witneſſed by the law and the prophets ; even the righteouſ- 
neſs of God, which is by the faith of Jeſus Chriit unto all, and upon all them 
that believe; for there is no difference. 

e Rom. iv. 5. To him that worketh not, but believeth on him that juſtificth 
the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteouſneſs. 

F Cor. 1. 30. But of him are ye in Chriſt Jeſus, who of God is made unto 
us wiidom, and righteouſnefs, and ſanQtification, and redemption. Col. ii. 
10. And ye are complete in him, which is the Head of all principality and 

Wer. 

Matth. ix. 13.—T am not come to call the righteous, but ſinners to re- 
pentance. Rom iii. 10 There is none righteous, no not one. Chap. ix. 3o, 
31, 32. What ſhall we ſay then? That the Gentiles, which followed not after 
righteouſneſs, have attained to righteouſneſs, even the righteouſueſs which is 
of faith: but I'Tacl, which followed after the law of righteouſneſs, hath not 
attained to the law of righteouſneſs. Wherefore ? Becauſe they ſought it 
not by faith, but, as it were, by the works of the law. Chap. x. 3. Iſrael be- 
ing ignorant of God's righteouſneſs, and geing about to eſtabliſh their own 
riphteouMmeſs, have not ſubmitted themſelves unto the righteouſneſs of God. 
1 Tim. i. 15, This is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Chriit Jeſus came into the world to ſave ſinners; of whom I am chief. 

„Matth. xxi. 31. Jeſus faith unto them [viz. the Phariſces, Verily I fay 
unto you, that the publicans and the harlots gointo the kingdom of God before 

vou. Luke xviii, g,-14. And Jeſus ſpake this parable unto certain which 
truſted in themſelves that they were righteous, and defpiſed others: Two men 
went up into the temple to pray; the one a Phariſee, and the other a publi- 
can. The Phariſce ſtood and prayed thus with himſelf, God, I thank thee, 
that TI am not as other men are, extortioners, unjuſt, adulterers, or even as 
this publican I faſt twice in the week; I give tithes of all that J poſſeſs. 
And the publican ſtanding afar off, would not lift up ſo much as his eyes unto 
heaven, but ſmote upon his breaſt, ſaying, God be mercitul to me a ſinner, 
] tell you, this man went down to his hoaſe juſtified rather than the other: 
for every one that ex2lteth himſelf, ſliall be abaſtd; and he that humvleth 
lumſelf, ll be exalted. Ver. 27, 22 And he {viz. the ruler ſaid, All theſe 
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Yet ſtill no man its grace partakes, 
But whom it truly godly makes “. 


The law withſtands the goſpel path ', 
Which yet its approbation hath ® : 


* 


The goſpel thwarts the legal way n, 
Yet will approve the law for ay“. 


Hence though the goſpel's comely frame 
Doth openly the law condemn ? ; 


f 
uve I kept from my youth up. Now when Jeſus heard theſe things, he (aid 
ynto him, Yet lackeſt thou one thing; ſell all that thou haſt, and diſtribute 
yato the poor, and thou ſhalt have treaſure in heaven; and come, follow me, 

i Rom. iv. 5, 6. To him that worketh not, but believeth on him that juſti- 
feth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteouſneſs. Even as David alſo 
deſcribeth the bleſſedueſs of the man unto whom God imputeth righteouſneſs 
without works. 

+ Tit. ii. 11,14. The grace of God that bringeth ſalvation, hath appear- 
ed to all men; teaching us, that denying ungoqlinefs, and worldly luſts, we 
ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, aud godly in this preſent world; looking for 
that bleſſed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God, and our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt: who gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem us 
from all iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works. Chap. iii. 4, 6. After that the kindneſs and love of God our Saviour 
toward man appeared, not by works of righteouſneſs which we have done, 
but according to his mercy he ſaved us, by the waſhing of regeneratioa and re- 
newing of the Holy Ghoſt. Ver. 8. This is a faithful ſaying, and theſe things 
| will that thou athrm conſtantly, that they which have believed in God, might 
be careful to maintain good works : theſe things are good and profitable unto 
men. 

{ 1 Cor. xv, 56.—The ſtrength of fin is the law. Rom. iv. 14. Sin ſhall 
not have dominion over you : for ye are not under the law, but under grace. 
Chap. x. 3. Iſrael being ignorant of God's righteouſneſs, and going about to 
eſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs, have not ſubmitted themſelves unto the 
righteouſneſs of God. 

m IIA. xlii. 21. The Lord is well-pleaſed for his righteouſneſs fake; he 
will magnify the law, and make it honourable, Matth. ini. 17. And lo, a 
_ from heaven, ſaying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am welt 
pleaſed. 

x Rom. ix 31, 32, 33- But Iſrael, which followed after the law of righte- 
ouſueſs, hath not attaincd to the law of righteouſaets? Wherefore ? Becauſe they 
lought it not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law: for they ſtumb- 
led at that ſtumbling- ſtone; as it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a ſtumbling- 
ws. and rock of offence; and whoſoever believeth on him, ſhall not be 
athamed. 

s Rom. vii. 5. What ſhall we ſay then ? Is the law ſin? God forbid. Nay, 
I had not known fin, but by the law; for I had not knowa luſt, except the 
law had ſaid, Thou ſhalt not covet, Ver. 10. And the commandment which 
wis ordained to life, I found to be unto death. Ver. 12. Wheretore the law 
5 holy; and the commandment holy, and juſt, and good. 

þ Rom. x. 5,—9. For Moſes deſeribeth the righteouſneſs which is of the law, 
That the man which doth theſe things, ſhall live by then. But the righicouſucis 
which is ot faith ſpeaketh oa this wiſe, Say not in thine heart, Who thall al- 
cend into heaven ? that is, to bring Chriſt down from above :)* or, Who thail 
dclcend into the deep? (that is, to bring up Chriſt again from the dead But 
what faith it? The word is aigh thee, even ia thy mouth, and in thy heart: 
that is the word of faith which we preach, That it thou ſhalt contets with thy 
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Yet they are blind, who never ſaw 

The goſpel juſtify the law 4, 

Thus goſpel-grace, and law-commands, 
Both bind and looſe each other's hands : 
They can't agree on any terms“, 

Yet hug each other in their arms . 


Thoſe that divide them, cannot be 
The friends of truth and verity *$ ; 

Yet thoſe that dare confound the two, 
Deſtroy them both, and gender woe“. 


This paradox none can decipher, 
That plow not with the goſpel-heifer. 


mouth the Lord ſeſus, and ſhalt believe in thine heart, that God hath raiſed 
him from the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved. 

9 Rom. iii 3x Do we then make void the Jaw through faith? God forbid; 
yea, we eſtabliſh the law. 

r Gal. iv. 21,—26. Tell me, ye that deſire to be under the law, do ye not 
hear the law ? For it is written, that Abraham had two ſons ; the one by a 
bond-maid, the other by a free woman. But he who was of the bond-woman, 
was born after the fleſh ; but he of the free-woman was by promiſe. Which 
things are an allegory ;for theſe are the two covenants ; the one from the mount 
Sinai, which gendereth tv bondage, which is Agar, For this Agar is mount 
Sinai in Arabia, and anſwereth to ſeruſalem, which now is, and is in bon- 
dage with her children. But Jeruſalem which is above, is free, which is the 
mother of us all. 

JS Pal. Ixxxv. 28. Mercy and truth are met together: righteouſneſs and 
truth have kifled each other. | 

s Matth. xziii 23. Wo unto you, ſcribes and Phariſces, hypocrites; for ye 
pay tithe of mint, and anniſe, and cummin, and have omitted the weightiet 
matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: theſe ought ye to have 
done, and not to leave the other undone. Rom, ii. 23. Thou that makeſt 
thy boaſt of the law, through breaking the law, diſhonoureſt thou God! 
Ver. 45, 46. For circumciſion verily proſiteth, if thou keep the law: but if 
thou be a breaker of the law, thy circumciſion is made uncircumciſion. There- 
fore, if the uncircumciſion keep the righteouſneſs of the law, ſhall not his 
uncircumciſion be counted for circumciuion? Matth. xix. 6. What God hath 
joined together, Jet no man put aſunder. Chap. iii. 15. And Jeſus anſwering, 
ſaid unto him [ viz. John, ] Suffer it to be ſo now: for thus it becometh us to 
fulfil all righteouſneſs. Then he ſuffered him. Chap. v. 17. Think not that 
I am come to deſtroy the law or the prophets: I am not come to deſtroy, but 
to fulfil. Ver. 19, 20. Whoſoever thcr: fore ſhall break one of theſe leaſt 
commandments, and ſhall reach men iv, he ſhall be called the leaſt in the 
kingdom of heaven : but whoſoever ſhall do, and tcach them, the ſame ſhall 
be called great in the kingdom of heaven, For I ſay unto you, That except 
your righteouſneſs ſhall exceed the righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Pharilſecs, 
ye thall in no caſe enter intò the kingdom of heaven 1 John v. 6. This is 
he that came by water and blood, even !eſus Chriſt; not by water only, but 
by water and blood: and it is the Spirit that bearcth witneſs, becauſe the Spi- 
rit is truth. 

t Gal 1.6, , 8. I marve!, that ye are ſo ſoon removed from him that 
called you into the grace of Chriſt, unto another goſpel ; which is not another; 
but there be ſome that trouble you, and would pervert the goſpel of Chrilt. 
But though: we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other goſpel unto you, 
than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accurſed. Zeph. i. 4 
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SECT. Il. 
The DIFFERENCE betwixt the Law and the Goſpel. 


HE law ſuppoſing IT have all, 
Does ever for perfection call. 
The goſpel ſuits my total want, 
And all the law can ſeek does grant. 


The law could promiſe life to me, 

If my obedience perfect be: 

But grace does promiſe life upon 

My Lord's obedience alone. 

The law ſays, Do, and /ife you'll win; 
But grace ſays, Live, for all is done : 
The former cannot eaſe my grief ; 
The latter yields me ful] relief. 


By law convinc'd of ſinful breach; 
By goſpel-grace I comfort reach: 
The one my condemnation bears; 
The other juſtifies and clears. 


The law ſhews my arrears are great; 
The goſpel freely pays my debt : 

The firſt does me the bankrupt cur/e 
The laſt does bleſs and fill my purſe. 


The law will not abate a mite ; 

The goſpel all the ſum will quite: 
There God in threat" nings is array'd, 
But here in promiſes diſplay'd. 

The law and goſpel diſagree, 

Like Hagar, Sarah, bond and free : 
The former's Hagar's ſervitude ; 
The latter Sarah's happy brood. 


will cut off—ver. 5.—them that worſhip, and that ſwear hy the Lord, and 
that ſwear by Malcham. Acts xv. J. And when there had been much diſput- 
ing, Peter roſe up and ſaid unto them, Men and brethren, ye know how that 
good while ago, God made choice among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth 
ſhould hear the word of the goſpel, and believe Ver. 10, 11. Now therefore, 
why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the neck of the diſciples, which nei- 
ther our fathers nor we are able to bear? But we believe that through the 
price of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, we ſhall be ſaved even as they. Gal. v. t. 
«and faſt therefore in the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, and he 
not intangled again with the yoke of bondage. Ver. 4 Chriſt is become of 
none effect unto you, whoſoever of you art juſtified by the law; ye are fallen 


from grace. 
LI 2 
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To Sinai black, and Zion fair, 

The word does law and grace compare. 
Their curſing and their bleſſing vye 
With Ebal and Gerizzim high. 


The law excludes not boaſting vain, 
But rather feeds it to my bane : 

But goſpel- grace allows no boaſts, 
Save in the King, the Lord of hoſts. 


The law ſtill zrritates my (in, 

And hardens my proud heart therein ; 
By grace's melting pow'r renews, 
And my corruption ſtrong ſubdues. 


The law with thunder, Sinai-like, 
Does always dread and terror ſpeak : 
The goſpel makes a joyful noiſe, 

And charms me with a /till, calm voice. 
The legal trumpet war proclaims, 

In wrathful threats, and fire, and flames: 
The goſpel-pipe, a peaceful found, 
Which ſpreads a kindly breath around. 
The law is weak through ſinful fleſh ; 
The goſpel brings recruits afreſh : 

The firſt a Killing letter wears; 

The laſt a quick*ning ſpirit bears. 


The law that ſeeks perfection's height, 
Yet gives no ſtrength, nor offers might ; 
But precious goſpel-tidings glad 
Declare where all 1s to be had. 


From me alone the law does crave, 
What grace affirms in Chri/ I have: 
When therefore law-purſuits inthral, 
I ſend the law to grace for all. 


The law brings error to moleſt, 
The goſpel gives the weary re/t. 
The one does flags of death diſplay, 
The other ſhews the /iving way. 


The law by Moſes was expreſt ; 

The glorious goſpel came by Chriſt: 
The firſt dim nature's light may trace ; 
The laſt is only known by grace. 
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The law may rouſe me from my floth, 
To faith and to repentance both : 

And though the law commandeth each, 
Yet neither of them can it teach. 


Nor will accept for current coin 

The duties which it does injorn : 

It /eeks all, but accepts no leſs 

Than conſtant, perfect righteouſneſs. 


The goſpel, on the other hand, 
Although it iſſue no command, 

But ſtrictly view'd, does whole conſiſt 
In promiſes and offers bleſt; 


Yet does it many duties teach, 
Which legal light could never reach : 
Thus faith, repentance, and the like, 
Are fire that goſpel-engines ſtrike. 


They have acceptance here through grace, 
The law affords them no ſuch place : 

Yet ſtill they come through both their hands, 
Through goſpel-teachings, law-command:. 


The law's a houſe of bondage lore ; 
The goſpel opes the priſon-door : 
The firſt me hamper'd in its net ; 
The laſt at freedom kindly et. 


The precept craves, the goſpel gives ; 
While that me preſſes, this reheves ; 
And or aftords the ſtrength I lack, 
Or takes the burden off my back. 


The law requires on pain of death ; 

The goſpel courts with loving breath : 
While hat conveys a deadly wound ; 

This makes me perfect, whole, and found. 


There viewing how diſeas'd I am, 
ere perceive the healing balm : 
Alllicted there with ſenſe of need, 
But here refreſh'd with meet remede. 


The law's a charge for what I owe ; 
The golpel my diſcharge to ſhow : 
'The one a ſcene of fears doth ope ; 
The other is the door of hope. 
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An angry God the law reveal'd; 
The goſpel ſhews him reconcil d: 
By that I know he was diſpleas'd ; 
By this 1 ſee his wrath appeas'd. 


The law thus ſhews the divine ire, 
And nothing but conſuming fire. 

The goſpel brings the olive-branch, 
And blood the burning fire to quench. 


The law ſtill ſhoes a fiery face; 
The goſpel ſhews a throne of grace : 
There Fuſtice rides alone in ſtate ; 
But here the takes the mercy- ſcat. 


In Sum: 


Lo! in the law Jenovan dwells, 

But Zeus is conceaPd ; 

Whereas the goſpel's nothing elſe 
But Jeſus Chriſt reveal'd. 


FEET. NL 
The HARMONY betwixt the Law and the Goſpel. 


HE law's a tutor much in vogue, 
13 To goſpel- grace a pedagogue ; 
The goſpel to the law no leſs 
Than its full end for righteouſneſs, 


When once the fiery law of God 

Has chas'd me to the goſpel-road ; 
Then back unto the holy law 

Moſt kindly goſpel-grace will draw. 
When by the law to grace I'm ſchooPd ; 
Grace by the law will have me rul d: 
Hence, 1f 1 don't the law obey, 

I cannot keep the goſpel-way. 


When I the goſpel: news believe, 
Obedience to the law I give : 

And that both in its ſed' ral dreſs, 
And as a rule of holineſs. 
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Lo! in my Head I render all 
For which the fiery law can call : 
His blood unto its fire was fuel, 
His Spirit ſhapes me to its rule. 


When law and goſpel kindly meet, 
To ſerve each other both unite: 
Sweet promiſes, and ſtern commands, 
Do work to one another's hands. 


The divine law demands no leſs 
Than human perfect righteouſneſs: 
The goſpel gives it this and more. 
Ev'n divine righteouſneſs in ſtore. 


Whate'er the righteous law require, 
The goſpel grants its whole deſire. 
Are law-· commands exceeding broad ? 
So is the righteouſneſs of God. 


How great ſoc'er the legal charge, 
The goſpel-payment's equal large : 
No leſs by man the law can bray, 
When grace provides a God to pay. 


The law makes goſpel-banquets ſweet ; 
'The goſpel makes the law complete : 
Law-ſuits to grace's ſtorehouſe draw; 
Grace decks and magnifies the law. 


Both law and goſpel cloſs combine, 
To make each other's luſtre ſhine: 
The goſpel all law-breakers ſhames ; 
The law all goſpel-ſlighters damns. 


The law is holy, juſt, and good ; 
All this the goſpel ſeals with blood, 
And clears the royal law's juſt dues 
With dearly purchas'd revenues. 


The law commands me to beheve ; 
The goſpel ſaving faith does give: 
The law injoins me to repent ; 
The goſpel gives my tears a vent. 
What in the goſpel-mint is coin'd, 
Ihe ſame is in the law injoin'd : 
Whatever golpel-tidings teach, 
The law's authority doth reach. 
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Here join the law and goſpel hands, 
What this me feaches that commands : 
What virtuous forms the goſpel pleaſe 
The ſame the law doth authoriſe. 


And thus the law-commandment ſeals 
Whatever goſpel-grace reveals : 

The goſpel alſo for my good 

Seals all the law-demands with blood. 


The law moſt perfect ſtill remains, 
And ev'ry duty full contains: 

The goſpel its perfection ſpeaks, 
And therefore gives whate'er it ſeeks. 


Next, what by law I'm bound unto, 
The ſame the goſpel makes me do: 
What preceptively that can crave, 
This Mectively can ingrave. 

All that by precepts Heav'n expects, 
Free grace by promiſes effects: 

To what the law by fear may move, 
To that the goſpel leads by love. 


To run to work, the law commands; 
The goſpel gives me feet and hands : 
The one requires that I obey ; 

The other does the poww'r convey. 


What in the law has duty's place, 
The goſpel changes to a grace: 
Hence legal duties therein nam'd, 
Are herein goſpel-graces fam'd. 


The precept checks me when I ſtray ; 
The promiſe holds me in the way: 

That ſhews my folly when I roam ; 
And this moſt kindly brings me home. 


Law-threats and precepts both, I ſee, The 
With goſpel-promiſes agree; 
They to the goſpel are a fence, 
And it to them a maintenance. 
The law will juſtify all thoſe 
Who with the goſpel-ranſom cloſc; 
The goſpel too approves for ay 
All thoſe that do the law obev. 
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The righteous law condemns each man 
That dare reject the goſpel- plan: 

The holy goſpel none will fave, 

On whom it won't the law ingrave. 


When Chriſt the tree of life did climb, 
| ſee both law and grace in him: 

In him the law its end does gain; 

In him the promiſe is Amen. 


The law makes grace's. paſture ſweet, 
Grace makes the law my ſav'ry meat; 
Yea, ſweeter than the honey-comb, 
When grace and mercy brings it home. 


The precepts of the law me /bow 
What fruits of gratitude I owe; 
But goſpel-grace begets the brood, 
And moves me to the gratitude. 


Law-terrors pan/e the putrid ſore ; 
And goſpel-grace applies the cure : 
The one plows up the fallow-ground ; 
The other /ows the ſeed around. 

A rigid maſter was the law, 
Demanding brick, denying ſtraw ; 
But when with goſpel-tongue it ſings, 
It bids me fly, and gives me wings. 


In Su u. 


Both law and goſpel cloſe unite, 
Are ſeen with more ſolace, 

Where truth and mercy kindly meet, 
In fair Immanuel's face. 


SECT. IV. 


The proper PLACE and STATION of the Law 
and the Goſpel. 


Vote, That in the ſour following Paragraphs, as well as in the 
three preceding Sections, by Law, is moſtly underitood the 
doctrine of the Covenant of Works; aud by GosexT, the doc- 
trine of the Covenant of Grace. 


von I. Mm 
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PARAGRAPH J. 


The Place and Station of Law and Goſpel in general, 


HEN we the ſacred record view, 

Or divine Feſt'ments old and new; 
The matter in moſt pages fix'd, | 
Is law and goſpel intermix'd. 


Yet few, ev'n in a learned age, 

Can ſo reſolve the ſacred page. 

As to diſcern with equal eye, 
Where law, where goſpel ſever'd lie. 


One divine text with double clauſe 

May ſpeak the goſpel's voice and laws &: 
Hence men to blend them both are apt, 
Should in one ſentence both be wrapt. 


But that we may the truth purſue, 
And give both law and grace their due, 
And God the glory there diſplay'd ; 
The following rules may give us aid. 


Where-e'er in ſacred writ we ſee 
A word of grace or promiſe tree, 


With bleſſings dropt for Fe/us' ſake ; 
We theſe for goſpel-news may take. 


But where a precept ſtrict we find 
With promiſe to our doing join'd, 

Or threat ning with a wrathful frown ; 
This as the law we juſtly own. 


Ex Gr. Lev. xx. y, 8. Sanctify yourſelves therefore, and be ye holy; 
for I am the Lord your God. And ye ſhall keep my ſtatutes, and do them: 
I am the Lord which ſanctiſieth you. 1 John iv. 9. Beloved, let us love one 
another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth, is born of God, and 
knoweth God. Rom. v. 21. That as fin hath reigned unto death, even fo 
might grace reign through righteouſneſs unto eternal lite, by Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Chap. vi. 23. For the wages of fin is death: but the gi't of God is e- 
ternal life, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lard. Mark xvi. x5, 16. And he ſaid un- 
to them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the goſpel to every creature. 
He that helieveth and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved; but he that believeth not, 
ſhall be damned. John iii. 18. He that believeth on him, is not condemned: 
but he that believeth not, is condemned already, becauſe he hath not belicy- 
ed in the name of the only begotten Son of God, Cc. 
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PARAGRAPH II. 


The Place and Station of Law and Goſpel in particular. 
Where the Difference is noted betwixt the Goſpel largely 
viewed in its Diſpenſation, and ſtriflly in itſelf ; and 
betwixt the Goſpel and faith receiving it. 


W OULDST thou diſtinctly know the ſound 
Of law and grace, then don't confound 
The diſpenſation with the grace: 

For theſe two have a diſtinct place. 


The goſpel thus diſpens'd we ſee, 
Believe, and thou ſhalt ſaved be; 
If not, thou ſhalt be damn'd to hell, 
And in eternal torments dwell. 
Here precepts in it are diſpens'd, 
With threat nings of damnation fenc'd ; 
The legal /an@ion here takes place, 
That none may dare abuſe free grace. 
Yet nor does that command of faith, 
Nor this tremendous threat of wrath, 
Belong to goſpel ſtrictly ſo ; 
But to its diſpenſation do. 
The method of diſpenſing here, 
Does law and goſpel jointly bear ; 
Becauſe the law's ſubſervient, 
Unto the goſpel's bleſt intent. 
Precepts and threat*nings both make way 
„The goſpel- bleſſings to convey; 
— Which differs wa 4 though thus diſpens'd, 
From laws and threats whereby tis fenc'd. 


g Believe, and thou ſbalt ſaved be, 
e. Is goſpel, but improperly ; 

4 Yet ſafely men may call it thus, 
ot, Becauſe 'tis ſo diſpens'd to us. 


But ſure, the goſpel-news we ſing, 

Muſt be ſome other glorious thing, 

Than precepts to believe the ſame, 

Whatever way we blend their name. 
M m 2 
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The goſpel-treaſure's ſomething more 
Than means that do apply the ſtore: 
Believing is the method pav'd; 

The goſpel is the thing believ'd. 

The precious thing is tidings ſweet, 

Of Chriſt a Saviour moſt complete, 

To fave from fin, and death, and wrath ; 
Which tidings tend to gender faith. 


Faith comes by hearing God's record 
Concerning Jeſus Chriſt the Lord; 
And is the method Heav'n has bleſt 
For bringing to the goſpel-reſt. 

The joyful ſound is news of grace, 

And life to Adam's guilty race, 
Through Feſus' righteouſneſs divine, 
Which bright from faith to faith does ſhine, 
The promiſe of immortal bliſs 

Is made to this full righteouſneſs : 

By this our right to life is bought; 
Faith begs the right, but buys it not. 
True faith receives the offer'd good, 
And promiſe ſcal'd with precious blood: 
It gives no title to the bliſs, 

But takes th' entitling righteouſneſs. 
This object great of ſaving faith, 

And this alone the promiſe hath ; 

For *'tis not made to faith's poor act 
But is the prize that faith does take : 


And, only as it takes the ſame, 

It bears a great and famous name; 

For ſelf and all its grandeur down 

It throws, that Chriſt may wear the crown. 

But if new /aws and threats were all 
That goſpel properly we call, 

Then were the precept to believe, 

No better news than do and /ive. 


It then we won't diſtinguiſh here, 
We cloud, but don't the goſpel clear ; 
We blend it with the fiery law, 
And all into confuſion draw. 


VI, 


on Ar. II. The BELIBVER's PRINCIPLES, 


The law of works we introduce, 

As if old merit were im uſe, 

When man could /ife by doing won, 

Ev'n though the work by grace were done. 


Old Adam in his innocence 

Deriv'd his power of doing hence: 

As all he could was wholly due; 

So all the working /trength, he knew, 
Was only from the grace of God, 

Who with ſuch favour did him load: 
Yet was the promiſe to his at, 

That he might merit by compatt. 

No merit but of pactian could 

Of men or angels &er be told; 

The God-man only was ſo high 

To merit by condignity. | 

Were /ife now promis'd to our act, 

Or to our works by pation tack' d; 
Though God ſhould his afſefance grant, 
"Tis ſtill a doing covenant. 

Though Heav'n its helping grace thould yield, 
Yet merit's ſtill upon the field; 

We caſt the name, yet {till *tis found 
Diſclaim'd but with a verbal ſound. 


If one ſhould borrow tools from you, 
That he ſome famous work might do ; 
When once his work is well prepar'd, 

He ſure deſerves his due reward ; 

Yea, juſtly may he claim his due, 
Although he borrow'd tools from you: 
Ev'n thus the borrow'd ſtrength of grace 
Can't hinder merit to take place. 


From whence ſoe'er we borrow pow'rs, 
If life depend on works of ours; 

Or if we make the goſpel thus 

In any ſort depend on us; 

Ve give the law the goſpel-place, 
Rewards of debt the room of grace; 

We mix heav'n's treaſures with our traſh, 


And magnify corrupted fleſh, 
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The new and goſpel covenant 

No promiſe to our works will grant 

But to the doing of our Head, 

And in him to each goſpel-deed. 

To godlineſs, which is great gain, 

Promiſe is ſaid to appertain : | 

But know, leſt you the goſpel mar, 

In whom it is we godly are: 

To him and to his righteouſneſs 
Still primar'ly the promiſe is; F 

And not ev'n to the gracious deed, 

Save in and through the glorious Head. 


Pray let us here obſerve the odds, 
How law and grace take counter roads. 
The law of works no promiſe ſpake 
Unto the agent, but the ad ; 

It primar'ly no promiſe made 

Unto the perſon, but the deed : 
Whate'er the doing perſon ſhar'd, 
*Twas for his deed he had reward. 


The law of grace o'erturns the ſcale, 
And makes the quite reverſe prevail: 
Its promiſe lights not on the deed, 
But on the doing perſon's head; 


Not for his doing, but for this, 
Becauſe in Chriſt his portion is; 
Which union to the living Prince, 
His living works and deeds evince. 


Good ; fruits have promiſe in this view, 
As union to the BRANcH they ſhew ; 
To whom the promiſes pertain, 

In him all Tea, and all Amen. 
Obſerve, pray; for if here we err, 
And do not Chriſt alone prefer, 

But think the promiſe partly ſtands 
On our obeying new commands; 


Th' old cov'nant- place to works we give, 
Or mingle grace with do and live; 

We overcloud the goſpel-charms, 

And alſo break our working arms. 
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More honour to the law profeſs, 
But giving more, we give it leſs: 
Its heavy yoke in vain we draw, 
By turning goſpel into law. 


We robe grace of its joyful ſound, 
And bury Chriſt in Moſes ground: 
At beſt we run a legal race 

Upon the field of goſpel-grace. 


PARAGRAPH III. 


The Goſpel no New Law; but a joyful ſound of Grace 


and Mercy. 
A W-precepts in a goſpel-mold, 
We may as goſpel-doctrine hold, 
But goſpel-calls in legal dreſs, 
The joyful ſound of grace ſuppreſs. 


Faith and repentance may be taught, 
And yet no goſpel-tidings brought ; 
If as mere duties theſe we preſs, 

And not as parts of promis'd bliſs. 


If only precepts we preſent, 

Though urg'd with ſtrongeſt argument, 
We leave the weak' ned ſinner's hope 

In darkneſs of deſpair to grope. 


The man whom legal precepts chaſe, 
As yet eſtrang'd to ſov'reign grace, 
Miſtaking evangelic charms, 

As if they ſtood on legal terms, 


Looks to himſelf, though dead in ſin, 
For grounds of faith and hope within: 
Hence fears and fetters grow and ſwell, 
Since nought's within but fin and hell. 


But faith that looks to promis'd grace, 
Clean out of ſelf the ſoul will chaſe, 

To Chriſt for righteouſneſs and ſtrength, 
And finds the joyful reſt at length. 


Proud fleſh and blood will ſtartle here, 
And hardly ſuch report can bear, 
That Heav'n all ſaving ſtore will give 
To them that work not, but believe. 


j 
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Yet not of works, but tis the race 
Of faith, that it may be of grace : 
For faith does nothing but agree 
To welcome this ſalvation free. 
& Come down, Zaccheus; quickly come, 
« Salvation's brought unto thy home: 
ce In vain thou climb'ſt the legal tree; 
Salvation freely comes ta thee. 


« 'Thou dream'ſt of coming vp to terms, 
Come down into my ſaving arms; 

„ Down, down, and get a pardon free, 
On terms already wrought by me. 


« Behold the bleſſings of my blood, 

« Bought for thy everlaſting good, 

And freely all to be convey'd Th 
Upon the price already paid. 


I know thou haſt no good, and ſee 
& cannot ſtand on terms with thee, 
& Whoſe fall has left thee nought to claim, | 
Nor aught to boaſt but fin and ſhame.” 


The law of heavy hard commands 
Confirms the wak' ned ſinner's bands; 
But grace proclaims relieving news, 
And ſcenes of matchleſs mercy ſhews. 
No precept clogs the goſpel-call, | 
But wherein grace is all in all; 
No law is here but that of grace, | 
Which brings relief in ev'ry caſe. 
The goſpel is the promiſe fair 

Of grace all ruins to repair, 

And leaves no ſinner room to fay, 
Alas! this debt I cannot pay; 


* This grievous yoke I cannot bear, 
This high demand I cannot clear.” 
Grace ſtops the mouth of ſuch complaints, 
And ſtore of full ſupply preſents. | 
The glorious goſpel is (in brief) 

A ſov'reign word of ſweet relief; 

Not clogg'd with cumberſome commands, 
To bind the ſoul's receiving hands, 
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'Tis joyful news of ſov'reign grace, 
That reigns in ſtate through righteouſneſs, 
To ranſom from all threat” ning woes, 
And anſwer all commanding dos 


This goſpel comes with help indeed, 

Adapted unto ſinners need. 

Theſe joyful news that ſuit their caſe, 0 
Are chariots of his drawing grace: 


Tis here the Spirit pow'rful rides, 

The fountains of the deep divides; 

The King of glory's ſplendor ſhews, 
And wins the heart with welcome news. 


PAR&4GRAPH IV. 
The Goſpel further deſcribed, as a Bundle of good News 


and gracious Promiſes. 


HE firſt grand promiſe forth did break 
In threats againſt the tempting ſnake ; 
So may the goſpel in commands, 
Yet nor in threats or precepts ſtands : 


But 'tis a doctrine of free grants 

To finners, that they may be ſaints : 
A joyful ſound of royal gifts 

To obviate unbelieving ſhifts: 


A promiſe of divine ſupplies, 
To work all gracious qualities 
In thoſe, who proneſt to rebel, 
Are only qualify'd for Hell. 


Courting vile ſinners, ev'n the chief, 
It leaves no cloak for unbelief; 

But ev'n on groſs Manaſehs calls 

On Mary Magdalens and Sauls. 


"Tis good news of a fountain ape 
For /in and filth; a door of hope 
For thoſe that lie in blood and gore, 
And of a ſalve for ev'ry, ſore. | 


Glad news of fight unto the blind; 
Of /izht unto the dark'ned mind; 
Of healing to the deadly ſick ; 

And mercy both to Few and Greet. 
. Nn 


282 GOSPEL SONNE TS. Paxr VI 


Good news of gold to poor that lack ; 
Of raiment to the naked back ; 
Of binding to the wounds that ſmart ; 
And re/t unto the weary heart. 


Glad news of freedom to the bound ; 
Of ore all loſſes to refound ; 


Of eddleſs /ife unto the dead; 
And preſent help in time of need. 


Good news of heav'n, where angels dwell, 
To thoſe that well deſerved Hell; 

Of Rrength to weak for work and war. 
And acceſs near to thoſe afar. 


Glad news of joy to thoſe that weep, 
And tender care of cripple ſheep ; 
Of /helter to the ſoul purſu'd, 

And cleanſing to the helliſh-hew'd: 


Of floods to ſap the parched ground, 

And /treams to run the deſert round; 

Of ranſom to the captive caught, 

And harbour to the found'ring yacht: 1 


Of timely aid to weary groans ; 
Of joy reſtor'd to broken bones: 
Ot grace divine to graceleſs preys, 
And glory to the vile and baſe : 


Of living water pure that teems T 
On fainting ſouls refreſhing ſtreams ; 

Ot gen'rous wine to chear the ſtrong, 

And milk to feed the tender young : 

Ot /aving faith to faithleſs ones; 

Of /of ning grace to flinty ſtones ; 

Of pardon to a guilty crew, 

And mercy free, where wrath was due. 


Good news of welcome kind to all, 

That come to Feſus at his call; 

Yea, news of drawing pow'r, when ſcant, 
To thoſe that fain would come, and can't. 


Glad news of rich myſterious grace, 
And mercy meeting ev'ry caſe ; a 
Of fore immenſe all voids to fill, ne 
And free to whoeſover will : © gr 
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Of Chriſt exalted as a Prince, 
Pardons to give and penitence ; 
Of grace o'ercoming ſtubborn wills, 
And leaping over Bether hills. 


Faith comes by hearing theſe reports ; 
Straight to the court of grace reſorts, 
And, free of mercenary thought, 
Gets royal bounty all for nought. 


Faith's wing within the clammy ſea 
Of legal merit cannot tly ; 

But mounting mercy's air apace, 
Soars in the element of grace. 

But as free love the bleſſing gives 
To him that works not, but believes ; 
So faith, once reaching its defire, 
Works hard by /ove, but not for hire. 


G10 FH 


The BELIEvER'S PRINCIPLES COncern- 


ing Juſtification and Sancliſication, their Diffe- 
rence and Harmony. 


SEC EH L 


The DirrkRENCE between Fuſtification and Sandifica- 


lion; or Righteouſneſs imputed and Grace imparted ; 
in upwards of thirty particulars &. 


| $a Feſus ſpent his life to ſpin 
My robe of perfect righteouſneſs; 


But by bis Spirit's work within 
He forms my gracious holy dreſs. 


He as a Prieſ me juſtifies, 

His blood does roaring conſcience till; 
But as a King he ſanQtifies, 

And ſubjugates my ſtubborn will. 


Note, That (metri cauſa) JusTIF1CAT1ON ir ſometimes here 


expreſſed by the words, imputed grace, jultifving grace, righteout- 
nels, Cc. SANCTIFICATION by the names, imparted grace, grace, 
graces, holineſs, ſanctity, &c.; which the judicious will eaſily un- 
derſtand, 
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He juſtifying by his merit, 

Imputes to me his righteouſneſs; 
But ſanctifying by his Spirit, 

Infuſes in me ſaving grace. 
My juſtifying righteouſneſs 

Can merit by condignity ; 
But nothing with my ſtrongeſt grace 

Can be deſerv'd by naughty me. 
This juſtifying favour ſets, 

The guilt of all my fin remote: 
But ſanctifying grace delets 

The #1th and blackneſs of its blot. 
By virtue of this righteouſneſs 

Sin can't condemn nor juſtly brand : 
By virtue of infuſed grace 

Anon it ceaſes to command. 


The righteouſneſs which I enjoy, 

Sin's damning pow'r will wholly ſtay ; 
And grace imparted will deſtroy 

Its ruling domineering ſway. 
The former is my Judge's act 

Of condonation full and free : 
The latter his commenced fad, 

And gradual work advanc'd in me. 
The former's in/?antaneous, 

The moment that I firſt believe : 
The latter is, as Heav'n allows, 

Progre//rve while on earth J live. 
The firit will peace to conſcience give, 

The laſt the #//hy heart will cleanſe : 
The firſts effects a relative, 

The laſt a rea! inward change. 


The former pardons ev'ry fin, 


And counts me righteous, free, and juſt : 


The latter qguickens grace within, 
And mortifies my fin and luſt. 


Imputed grace intitles me 
Unto eternal happineſs ; 
Imparted grace will qualify 
That heav'nly kingdom to poſſeſs. 
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My righteouſneſs is infigite, 
Both ſubjectively and in kind; 
My holineſs moſt incomplete, 
And daily wavers like the wind. 


So laſting is my outer dreſs, 

It never wears nor waxes old; 
My inner garb of grace decays 

And fades, if Heav'n do not uphold. 
My righteouſneſs and pardon is 

At once moſt perfect and; complete ; 
But ſanctity admits degrees, 

Does vary, fluctuate, and fleet, 
Hence fix'd, my righteouſneſs divine 

No real change can undergo ; 
But all my graces wax and wane, 

By various turnings ebb and flow. 


Pm by the firſt as righteaus now, 

As e*er hereafter I can be: 
The laſt will to perfection grow, 

Heav'n only is the full degree. 
The firſt is equal, wholly giv'n, 

And ſtill the ſame in- ev'ry ſaint; 
The laſt unequal and unev'n, 

While ſome enjoy what others want. 
My righteouſneſs divine is freſh, 

For ever pure and heav'nly both; 
My ſanctity is partly fleſh, 

And juſtly term'd a menſtrous cloth. 
My righteouſneſs I magnify, 

Tis my triumphant lofty flag; 
But, pois'd with this, my ſanctity 

Is nothing but a filthy rag. 
| glory in my righteouſneſs, 

And loud extol it with my tongue; 
But all my grace, compar'd with this, 

I wnder-rate as lofs and dung. 
By juſtifying grace l'm apt 

Of divine favour free to boalt ; 
By holineſs Pm partly ſhap'd 

Into his image I had loſt. 
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The firſt to divine ju/tice pays 

A rent to ſtill the furious ſtorm ; 
The laſt to divine holineſs 

Inſtructs me duly to perform. 


The firſt does quench the fiery law, 
Its rigid cov*nant fully ſtay ; 
The laſt its rule embroider'd draw, 
To deck my heart, and gild my way. 


The ſubject of my righteouſneſs 
Is Chriſt himſelf, my glorious Head; 
But I the ſubject am of grace, 
As he ſupplies my daily need. 
The matter of the former too 
Is only Chriſt's obedience dear; 
But, lo! his helping me to do 
Is all the work and matter here. 


I on my righteouſneſs rely 

For Heav'n's acceptance free, and win; 
But, in this matter muſt deny | 

My grace, ev'n as I do my fin. 


Though all my graces precious are, 
Yea, perfect alſo in defire ; 
They cannot-ſtand before the bar 
Where awful juſtice is umpire : 
But, in the rob that Chriſt did ſpin, 
They are of great and high requeſt ; 
They have acceptance wrapt within 
My elder Brother's bloody veſt. 
My righteouſneſs proclaims me great 
And fair, even in the ght of God; 
But ſanctity's my main off-/et 
Before the gazing world abroad. 
More juſtify'd I cannot be 
By all my moſt religious acts; 
But theſe increaſe my ſanity, 
That's ſtill attended with defects. 


My righteouſneſs the ſafeſt ark 
_ *Midfſt ev'ry threat'ning flood will be; 
My graces but a leaking bark 

Upon a ſtormy raging ſea. 
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I ſee in juſtifying grace 
God's love to me does ardent burn ; 


But by imparted holineſs 
I grateful love for love return. 


My righteouſneſs is that which draws 
My thankful heart to this reſpect: 
The former then is firſt the cauſe, 
The letter is the ſweet ect. 
Chriſt is in juſtifying me, 
By name, The Lord my righteouſneſs : 
But as he comes to ſanctify, 
The Lord my ſtrength and help he is. 


In that I have the patient's place, 
For there JEHovan's act is all: 

But in the other I'm through grace 
An agent working at his call, 


The firſt does ſlaviſb fear forbid, 
For there his wrath revenging ends ; 
The laſt commands my filial dread, 
For here paternal ire attends. 
The former does annul my woe, - 
By God's judicial ſentence paſt ; 
The latter makes my graces grow, 
Faith, love, repentance, and the reſt, 
The firſt does divine pard'ning love 
Moſt freely manifeſt to me; 
The laſt makes ſhining graces prove 
Mine int'reſt in the pardon free. 
My ſoul in juſtifying grace 
Does full and free acceptance gain 
In ſanQity I heav*nward preſs 
By ſweet af/i/tance I obtain. 
The firſt declares I'm free of debt, 
And nothing left for me to pay ; 
The laſt makes me a debtor yet, 
But helps to pay it ev'ry day. 
My righteouſneſs with wounds and blood 
Diſcharg'd both law and juſtice? ſcore ; 
Hence with the debt of gratitude 
I'll charge myſelf for evermore, 
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eren 
The Harmony between Fuſtification and Sancti cation. 


E who nie decks with righteouſneſs, 
With grace will alſo clothe ; 
For glorious Jeſus came to bliſs 
By blood and water both. 
That in his righteouſneſs L truſt, 
My ſanctity will ſhow; | 
Though graces cannot mate me juſt, 
They /hew me to be ſo. 
All thoſe who freely juſtify'd 
Are of the pardon'd race, 
Anon are alſo ſanctify'd 
And purified by grace. 
Where juſtice ſtern does juſtify, 
There holineſs is clear'd ; 
Heav'n's equity and ſanity 
Can never be ſever'd. 
Hence, when my ſoul with pardon deckt, 
Perceives no divine ire, 
Then holineſs I do affect 
With pafhonate deſire. 
His juſtifying grace is ſuch - 
As waits my ſoul to heav'n: 
J cannot chuſe but /ove him nuch, 
Who much has me forgiv'n. 
The Sun of righteouſneſs that brings 
Remiſſion in his rays, 
The healing in his golden wings 
Of light and heat conveys. 
Where-ever Jefus is a Prieſt, 
There will he be a King ; 
He that affoils from ſin's arreſt, / 
Mon't tolerate its reign, 
The title of a precious grace 
To faith may juſtly fall, 
Becauſe its open arms embrace | 
A precious Chriſt for all. | 
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From precious faith a precious ſtrife 
Of precious virtues flow ; 

A precious heart, a precious life, 
And precious duties too. 


Where-ever faith does juſtify, 
It purifies the heart ; 

The pardon and the purity 
Join hands and never part. 
The happy ſtate of pardon doth 

An holy life infer : 
In ſubjects capable of both 
They never ſunder'd were. 


Yet in defence of truth muſt we 
Diſtinctly view the twain ; 

That how they differ, how agree, 
We may in truth maintain. 


Two natures in one perſon dwell, 
Which no diviſion know, 

In our renown'd IMMANUEL, 
Wirhout confuſion too. 

Thoſe that divide them, groſsly err, 
Though yet diſtinct they be: 

Thoſe who confuſion hence infer, 
Imagine blaſphemy. 


Thus righteouſneſs and grace we muſt 
Nor ſunder nor confound ; 

Elſe holy peace to us is loſt, 
And facred truth we wound. 


While we their proper place maintain, 
In friendſhip ſweet they dwell ; 

But or to part or blend the twain, 
Are errors hatch'd in hell. 


To ſeparate what God does join, 
Is wicked and profane : 
To mix and mutilate his coin, 
Is damnable and vain. 
Though plain diſtinction muſt take place, 
Yet no diviſion here, 
Nor dark confuſion, elſe the grace 
Of both will diſappear. 
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Lo! errors groſs on ev'ry ſide 
Conſpire to hurt and wound; 

Antinomiſts do them divide, 
And legaliſts confound. 


. 


The BELIEVER'SPRINCIPLES concerning 
Faith and Senſe. 


I. 9 Faith and Senſe natural. 

2. of Faith and Senſe ſpiritual. 

3. The Harmony and Diſcord between Faith and Senſe, 
4. The Valour and Victories of Faith. 

5. The Heights and Depths of Senſe. 

6. Faith and Frames compared, or Faith building upon 


Senſe diſcovered. 


SECT... I. 
Faith and Senſe Natural, compared and diſtinguiſhed, 


HEN Abram's body, Sarah's womb, 
Were ripe for nothing but the tomb, 
Exceeding old, and wholly dead, 
Unlike to bear the promis'd ſeed : 


Faith ſaid, I fall an Iſaac ſce; 

No, no, laid ſenſe ; it cannot be : 
Blind reaſon, to augment the ſtrife, 
Adds, How can death engender life? 


My heart is like a rotten tomb, 

More dead than ever Sarah's womb ; 
O! can the promis'd ſeed of grace 
Spring forth from ſuch a barren place ! 
Senſe gazing but on flinty rocks, 

My hope and expectation chokes : 
But could I, ſkill'd in Abram's art, 
O'erlook my dead and barren heart; 


And build my hope on nothing leſs 
Than divine pow'r and faithfulneſs ; 
Soon would [I find him raiſe up ſons 
To Abram, out of rocks and ſtones. 


- 


Faith acts as buſy boatmen do, 
Who backward look, and forward row : 
It looks intent to things unſeen, 
Thinks objects viſible too mean. 
Senſe thinks it madneſs thus to ſteer, 
And only truſts its eye and ear; 
Into faith's boat dare thruſt its oar 

i And put it further from the ſhore. 


Faith does alone the promiſe eye; 
Senſe won't believe unleſs it ſee; 

Nor can it truſt the divine guide, 
Unleſs it have both wind and tide. 


Faith thinks the promiſe ſure and good; 
Senſe doth depend on likelihood : 

1 Faith ev'n in ſtorms believes the ſeers ; 
Senſe calls all men, ev'n prophets, liars. 


Faith uſes means, but reſts on none ; 
Senſe fails when outward means are gone ; 
Truſts more in probabilities, 

Than all the divine promiſes, 


It reſts upon the ruſty beam 

Of outward things that hopeful ſeem ; 
Let theſe its ſupport fink or ceaſe, 

No promiſe then can yield in peace. 
True faith that's of a divine brood, 
Conſults not baſe with fleſh and blood ; 
But carnal ſenſe, which ever errs, 
With carnal reaſon ſtill confers. 


What! won't my diſciples believe 
That I am riſen from the grave ? 
Why will they pore on duft and death, 
And overlook my quick'ning breath? 


Why do they ſlight the word I ſpake ? 
And rather ſorry counſel take. 

With death, and with a pow'rleſs grave, 
If they their captive can't relieve ? 


Senſe does enquire, if tombs of clay 

Can ſend their gueſts alive away ; 

But faith will hear Jeyovan's word, 

Of life and death the Sov'reign Lord. 
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Should I give ear to rotten duſt, 

Or to the tombs confine my truſt; 
No reſurrection can I ſee, 

For duſt that flies into mine eye. 


What! Thomas, can't thou truſt ſo much 
To me as to thy ſight and touch? 

Won't thou believe till ſenſe be guide, 
And thruſt its hand into my fide ? 


Where is thy faith, if it depends 

On nothing but thy finger-ends ? 

But bleſs'd are they who truth do ſeal 
By faith, yet neither ſee nor feel. 


SECT. 


. Faith and Senſe Spiritual, compared and diſtinguiſhed. 
There alſo the Difference between the Aſſurance f 
Faith, and the Aſſurance of Senſe. | 


HE certainty of faith and ſenſe 
Wide differ in experience: | 
Faith builds upon, Thus ſaith the Lord ; | 
Senſe views his wor#, and not his word. | 


God's word without 1s faith's reſort ; 
His work within doth ſenſe ſupport. | 
By faith we truſt him without * pawns; » Pledges. | 
By ſenſe we handle with our hands. 
By faith the word of truth's receiv'd; 
By ſenſe we know we have believ'd. 
Faith's certain by fducia! acts; 
Senſe by its evidential facts. 
Faith credits the divine report; | 
Senſe to his breathings make reſort : 
That on his word of grace will hing ; 
This on his Spirit witneſſing. 
By faith I take the Lord for mine; 
By ſenſe I feel his love divine: 
By that I touch his garment's hem; 
By this find virtue thence to ſtream. 


By faith I have mine all on band ; 
By ſenſe I have ſome ſtock in hand : 
By that ſome viſion is begun; 

By this I ſome fruition win. 
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My faith can fend ev'n in exile ; 
Senſe cannot live without a ſmile. 
By faith I to his promiſe fly ; 

By ſenſe I in his boſom lie. 

Faith builds upon the truth of God, 
That lies within the promiſe broad; 
But ſenſe upon the truth of grace 
His hand within my heart did place. 


Thus Chri/?'s the object faith will eye; 
And faith's the object ſenſe may fee ; 
Faith keeps the truth of God in view, 
While ſenſe the truth of faith may ſhew. 


Hence faith's aſſurance firm can ſtand, 
When ſenſe's in the deep may itrand ; 
And faith's perſuaſion full prevail, 
When comfortable ſenſe may fail. 


am aſſur'd when faith's in act, a 
Though ſenſe and feeling both I lack: 
And thus myſterious is my lot, 

I'm oft aſſur'd when I am not; 


Oft pierc'd with racking doubts and fears; . 
Yet faith theſe brambles never bears; 
But unbelief, that cuts my breath, 
And ſtops the language of my faith. 


Clamours of unbelieving fears 

5o frequently diſturb my ears 

I cannot hear what faith would ſay, 
Till once the noiſy clamours ſtay. 


And then will freſh experience find, - 
When faith gets leave to ſpeak its mind, 
The native language thereof is, 

My Lord is mine, and I am his. 


Sad doubtings compaſs me about, 
Yet faith itfelf could never doubt; 
For, as the ſacred volume ſaith, 

Much doubting argues little faith. 


The doubts and fears that work my grief, 
Flow not from faith, but unbelief; 

For faith, whene'er it acteth, cures 

The plague of doubts, and me affures. 
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But when mine eye of faith's aſleep, 
I dream of drowning in the deep: 
But, as befals the ſleeping eye, 
Though fight remain, it cannot ſee ; 


The ſeeing faculty abides, 

Though ſleep from active ſeeing hides ; 
So faith's aſſuring pow'rs endure 

Ev'n when it ceaſes to aſſure. 


There's ſtill perſuaſion in my faith, 

Ev'n when Pm filld with fears of wrath ; 
The truſting habit ſtill remains, | 
Though flumbers hold the act in chains. 
TY aſſuring faculty it keeps, 

Ev'n when its eye in darkneſs ſleeps, - 
Wrapp'd up in doubts ; but when it wakes, 
It rouſes up aſſurings acts. 


S ECT. II. 


The Harmony and Diſcord between Faith and Senſe ; hw 
they help, and how they mar each other. 


C2 
tj | 


TJ\HOUGH gallant faith can keep the field 3 
When cow'rdly ſenſe will fly or yield; 
Yet while I view their uſual path, 1 


Senſe often ſtands and falls with faith. 


Faith uſhers in ſweet peace and joy, 
Which further heartens faith's employ ; 
Faith like the head, and ſenſe the heart, 
Do mutual vigour freſh impart. | 


When lively faith and feeling ſweet K 
Like deareſt darlings kindly meet, 

They ſtraight each other help and hug 1 
In loving friendſhip cloſe and ſnug. 

Faith gives to ſenſe both life and breath, 5 
And ſenſe gives joy and ſtrength to faith; 

% O now, ſays faith, how fond do I P 
In ſenſe's glowing boſom lie!“ 

Their mutual kindneſs then is ſuch, B 
That oft they doting too too much, N 


Embrace each other out of breath; 


As #/fop hugg'd his child to death. 
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Faith leaping into ſenſe's arms, 
Allur'd with her bewitching charms, 
In hugging theſe, let raſhly lip 

The proper object of its gripe. 

Which being loſt, behold the thrall ! 
Anon faith loſes ſenſe and all ; 

Thus unawars cuts ſenſe's breath, 
While ſenſe trips up the heels of faith. 


Her charms afluming Feſus place, 
While faith's lull'd in her ſoft embrace; 
Lo! ſoon in dying pleaſures wrapt, 

[ts living joy away is inapt. 


SECT. IV, 
The Valour and Viftories of Faith. 


Y faith I unſeen Being ſee 
Forth lower beings calls, 

And fay to nothing, Let it be ; 
And nothing hatches all. 


By faith I know the worlds were made 
By God's great word of might; 

How ſoon, Let there be light, , 6 ſaid, 
That moment there was light. 


By faith I ſoar and force my flight 
Through all the clouds of ſenſe; 
I ſee the glories out of ſight, 
With brighter evidence. 


By faith I mount the azure ſky, 
And from the lofty ſphere, | 

The earth a little more eſpy, 
Unworthy of my care. 


By faith I fee the unſeen things, 
Hid from all mortal's eyes ; 

Proud reaſon ſtretching all its wings, 
Beneath me flutt'ring lies. 

By faith I build my laſting hope 
On righteouſneſs divine ; 

Nor can I ſink with ſuch a prop, 
Whatever ſtorms combine. 
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By faith my works, my righteouſneſs, 
And duties all I own 

But loſs and dung ; and lay my ſtreſs, 
On what my Lord has done. 


By faith I overcome the world, 
And all its hurtful charms ; 

Pm in the heav'nly chariot hurl'd 
Through all oppoſing harms ; 


By faith I have a conq'ring pow'r 
To tread upon my foes, 

To triumph in a dying hour, 
And baniſh all my woes. 

By faith in midſt of wrongs I'm right, 
In ſad decays I thrive ; 

In weakneſs I am ſtrong in might, 
In death I am alive. 

By faith I ſtand when deep I fall, 
In darkneſs I have light ; 

Nor dare I doubt and queſtion all 
When all 1s out of ſight. 


By faith I truſt a pardon free, 
Which puzzles fleſh and blood ; 

To think that God can juſtify, ' 
Where yet he ſees no good. 

By faith I keep my Lord's commands, 
To verify my truſt ; 

J purify my heart and hands, 
And mortify my luſt. 


By faith my melting ſoul repents, 
When pierced Chriſt appears; 
My heart in gratefu! praiſes vents, 

Mine eyes in joyful tears. 


By faith I can the mountains vaſt 
Of fin and guilt remove, 

And them into the ocean caſt, 
The ſea of blood and love. 


By faith I ſee Jenovart high 
Upon a throne of grace; 

I ſee him lay his vengeance by, 
And ſmile in Feſtus face. 


( 
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By faith I hope to ſee the ſun, 
The light of grace that lent ; 
His everlaſting circles run 
In glory's firmament. 


By faith I'm more than conqueror, 
Ev'n though I nothing can ; 

Becauſe I ſet Jenovan's pow'r 
Before me in the van. 


By faith I counterplot my foes, 
Nor need their ambuſh fear; 

Becauſe my life-guard alſo goes 
Behind me in the rear. 

By faith I walk, I run, I fly; 
By faith I ſuffer thrall : 

By faith, I'm fit to live and die 
By faith I can do all. 


SECT. V. 
The Heights and Depths of Senſe. 


Amidſt a pow'rful gale, 
Sweet liberty to mone my crimes, 
And wand'rings to bewail; 


Then do I dream my ſinful brood, 
Drown'd in the ocean main 

Of cryſtal tears and crimſon blood, 
Will never hve again. 


] get my foes beneath my feet, 
I bruiſe the ſerpent's head ; 

I hope the vict'ry is complete, 
And all my luſts are dead. 

How gladly do I think and ſay, 
When thus it 1s with me, 


Sin to my ſenſe is clean away, 
And ſo ſhall ever be? 


But, ah! alas! th' enſuing hour 
My luſts ariſe and ſwell, 

They rage and reinforce their pow'r, 
With new recruits from hell. 

Vol. X. P þ 
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Though I reſolv'd and ſwore through grace 


In very ſolemn terms, 
I never ſhould my luſts embrace, 
Nor yield unto their charms; 


Yet ſuch deceitful friends they arg, 
While I no danger dream, 

I'm ſnar'd before 1 am aware, 
And hurry'd down the ſtream. 


Into the gulph of ſin anon 
I'm plunged head and ears; 


Grace to my ſenſe is wholly gone, 
And J am chain'd in fears; 


Till ſtraight my Lord with ſweet ſurprize 

Returns to looſe my bands, 

With kind compaſlion in his eyes, 
And pardon in his hands. 

Yet thus my life is nothing elſe 
But heav'n and hell by turns; 

My ſoul that now in Goſhen dwells, 
Anon in Egypt mourns. 


Ker. YI. | 


Faith and Frames compared; or, Faith building upon 
Senſe diſcovc red. 


AIT H has for its foundation broad 
A ſtable rock on which I ſtand, 
The truth and faithfulneſs of God : 
All other grounds are ſinking ſand. 


My frames and feelings ebb and flow ; 
And when my faith depends on them, 
It fleets and ſtaggers to and tro, 
And dies amidſt the dying frame. 


That faith is ſurely moſt unſtay'd, 
Its ſtagg'ring can't be counted ſtrange, 
That builds its hope of laſting aid 


On things that ev'ry moment change. 


But could my faith lay all its load 
On Feſus* everlaſting name, 
Upon the righteouſneſs of God, 
And divine truth that's ſtill the ſame : 


Ci 
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Could I believe what God has ſpoke, 
Rely on his unchanging love, 

And ceaſe to graſp at fleeting ſmoke, 
No changes would my mountain move. 


But when, how ſoon the frame's away, 
And comfortable feeling fail ; 

So ſoon my faith falls in decay, 
And unbelieving doubts prevail: 


This proves the charge of latent vice, 

And plain my faith's defects may ſhow ; 
J built the houſe on thawing ice, 

That tumbles with the melting Tnow. 


When divine ſmiles in fight appear, 
And I enjoy the heav'nly gale; 
When wind and tide, and all is fair, 
I dream my faith ſhall never fail: 


My heart will falſe concluſions draw, 

That ſtrong my mountain ſhall remain; 
That in my faith there's no a flaw, 

PIl never, never doubt again. 


think the only reſt I take, 

Is God's unfading word and name ; 
And fancy not my Eich ſo weak, 

As e'er to truſt a fading frame. 


But, ah! by ſudden turns I ſee 
My lying heart's fallacious guilt, 

And that my faith, not firm in me, 
On ſinking ſand was partly built : 


For, lo! when warming beams are gone, 
And ſhadows fall; alas! 'tis odd, 
] cannot wait the riſing ſun, 
I cannot truſt a hiding God. 
So much my faith's affiance ſeems 
Its life from fading joys to bring, 
That when I loſe the dying ſtreams, 
L cannot truſt the living ſpring. 


When drops of comfort quickly dry'd, 
And ſenſible enjoyments fail ; 
When chearing apples are deny'd, 
Then doubts inſtead of faith prevail. 
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But why, though fruit be ſnatch'd from me, 
Should I diſtruſt the glorious root ; 

And till affront the ſtanding tree, 
By truſting more to falling fruit ; 


The ſmalleſt trials may evince 
My faith unfit to ſtand the ſhock, 
That more depends on fleeting ſenſe, 7 
Than on the fix'd eternal Rock. 
The ſafeſt ark when floods ariſe, 
Is ſtable truth that changes not; 
How weak's my faith, that more relies 
On feeble ſenſe's floating boat? 


For when the fleeting frame is gone, 
I ſtraight my ſtate in queſtion call ; 
I drop and fink in deeps anon, 
As if my frame were all in all. 


But though I miſs the pleaſing gale, 

And heav'n withdraw the charming glance ; 
Unleſs JeHovan's oath can fail, 

My faith may keep its countenance. 


The frame of nature ſhall decay, 
Time-changes break her ruſty chains ; | 


Yea, heav'n and earth ſhall paſs away ; 
But faith's foundation firm remains. 


Heav'n's promiſes ſo fix dly ſtand, 
Ingrav'd with an immortal pen, , 
In great IMmManveL's mighty hand, 1 
All helPs attempts to raze are vain. \ 
Did faith with none but truth adviſe, 6 


My ſteady ſoul would move no more, 
Than ſtable hills when tempeſts riſe, 
Or ſolid rocks when billows roar. 


But when my faith the counſel hears 
Of preſent ſenſe and reaſon blind, 
My wav'ring ſpirit then appears 
A feather toſs'd with ev'ry wind. 
Lame legs of faith unequal crook : 
Thus mine, alas! unev*nly ſtand, 
_ Elſe I would truſt my ſtable rock, « 
Not fading frames and feeble ſand : 
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I would, when dying comforts fly, 
As much as when they prefent were, 


Upon my living joy rely 
Help, Lord, fo here l daily err. 


G H V. 


The BELIEvER's PRINCIPLES concerning 
Heaven and Earth. 


SECT. I. 
The Work and Contention of Heaven. 


N heav'nly choirs a queſtion roſe, 

That ſtirr'd ap ſtrife will never cloſe, 
What rank of all the ranſom'd race 
Owes higheſt praiſe to ſov'reign grace? 
Babes thither caught from womb and breaſt, 
Claim'd right to ſing above the reſt; 
Becauſe they found the happy ſhore 
They never ſaw nor ſought before. 


Thoſe that arriv'd at riper age, 

Before they left the duſky ſtage, 

Though =_ deſery'd yet higher praiſe, 
That waſh'd the blots of num'rous days. 


Anon the war more cloſe be 

What praiſing harp ſhould lead the van ? 
And which of grace's heav'nly peers 
Was deepeſt run in her arrears? 

« *Tis I, (faid one), bove all my race, 
« Am debtor chief to glorious grace.” 
* Nay, (ſaid another), hark, I trow 
„I'm more oblig'd to grace than you.” 
« Stay, (faid a third), 1 deepeſt ſhare 
In owing praiſe beyond compare; 
“The chief of ſinners you'll allow, 

“ Mult be the chief of fingers now.“ 
„Hold, (ſaid a fourth), I here proteſt 
My praiſes muſt outvie the beſt; 
For I'm of all the human race 
The higheſt miracle of grace.” 
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Stop, (ſaid a fifth), theſe notes forbear, 
«© Lo! I'm the greateſt wonder here; 
For Jof all the race that fell, 

«© Deſerv'd the loweſt place in hell. 


A ſoul that higher yet aſpir'd, 

With equal love to Jeſus fir d, 
* *Tis mine to ſing the higheſt notes 
To love, that waſh'd the fouleſt blots.” 
Ho! (cry'd a mate), 'tis mine I'll prove, 
Who ſinn'd in ſpite of light and love, 
„Jo ſound his praiſe with loudeſt bell, 
© That ſav'd me from the loweſt hell.” 


„Come, come, (ſaid one), I'll hold the plea, 
That higheſt praiſe is due by me; 

For mine, of all the fav'd by grace, 
«© Was the moſt dreadful, deſp'rate caſe.” 


Another riſing at his fide, 

As fond to praiſe, and free of pride, 

Cry'd, © Pray give place, for I defy 

« That you ſhould owe more praiſe than I: 


« Pll yield to none in this debate; 

«© Im run ſo deep in grace's debt, 
That ſure I am, I boldly can 
Compare with all the heav'nly clan.“ 


uick o'er their head a trump awoke, 
« Your ſongs my very heart have ſpoke ; 
% But ev'ry note you here propale, 
«© Belongs to me beyond you all.” 
The liſt'ning millions round about 
With ſweet reſentment loudly ſhout; 
What voice is this, comparing notes, 
That to their ſong chief place allots ? 


«© We can't allow of ſuch a ſound, 

<* That you alone have higheſt ground 

To ſing the royalties of grace; 

We claim the ſame adoring place.“ 

What! will no rival-ſinger yield | 

He has a match upon the field? 5 
Come then, and let us all agree | 


* 'To praiſe upon the bigheſt key.“ | 
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Then jointly all the harpers round 
In mind unite, with ſolemn ſound, 
And ſtroaks upon the higheſt ſtring, 
Made all the heav'nly arches ring: 


Ring loud with Hallelujah's high, 

To him that ſent his Son to die; 

And to the worthy Lamb of God, 
That lov'd and waſh'd them in his blood. 


Free grace was ſov'reign empreſs crown'd 
In pomp, with joyous ſhouts around : 
Aſliſting angels clapp'd their wings, 

And ſounded grace on all their ſtrings. 


The emulation round the throne 
Made proſtrate hoſts (who ev'ry one 
The humbleſt place their right avow) 
Strive who ſhall give the lowe/t bow. 


The next contention without vice 
Among the birds of paradiſe, 
Made ev'ry glorious warbling throat 
Strive who ſbould raiſe the higheft note. 
Thus in ſweet holy humble ſtrife, 
Along their endleſs, joyful life, 

Of Fu us all the —. rove, 
and cu the wonders of his love. 


Their diſcord makes them all unite 

In raptures moſt divinely ſweet ; | 
So great the ſong, ſo grave the baſe, 7. 
Melodious muſic fills the place. 


Rr. . 
Earth deſpicable, Heaven deſirable. 


HERE's nothing round the ſpacious earth 
To ſuit my vaſt deſires ; 
To more refin'd and ſolid mirth 
My boundleſs thought aſpires, 


Fain would I leave this mournful place, 
This muſic dull, where none 

But heavy notes have any grace, 
And mirth accents the moan : 
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Where troubles tread upon reliefs, 
New woes with older blend ; 

Where rolling ſtorms and circling griefs 
Run round without an end : 


Where waters wreſtling with the ſtones, 
Do fight themſelves to foam, 

And hollow clouds, with thund'ring groans, 
Diſcharge their pregnant womb : 


Where eagles mounting meet with rubs 
That daſh them from the ſky ; 

And cedars, ſhrinking into ſhrubs, 
In ruin proſtrate lie: 

Where fin the author of turmoils, 
The cauſe of death and Hell. 

The one thing foul that all things foils, 
Does moſt befriended dwell, 


The purchaſer of night and woe, 
The forfeiter of day, 

The debt that ev'ry man did owe, 
But only God could pay. 

Bewitching ill, indors'd with hope, 
Subſcribed with deſpair : 

Ugly in death when eyes are ope, 
Though life may paint it fair. 


Small wonder that I droop alone 
In ſuch a doleful place; 
When, lo! my deareſt friend is gone, 
My Father hides his face. 
And though in words I ſeem to ſhow 
Ihe fawning poet's ſtyle, 
Yet is my plaint no feigned woe ; 
J languiſh in exile. 


J long to ſhare the happineſs 
Of that triumphant throne, 
That ſwim in ſeas of boundleſs bliſs 


Eternity along. 

When but in drops here by the way 
Free love diſtils itſelf. 

I pour contempt on hills of prey, 
And heaps of worldly pelf. 


CHAP. V. The BELIEVER's PRINCIPLES, 


To be amidſt my little joys, 
Thrones, ſceptres, crowns, and kings, 

Are nothing elſe but little toys, | 
And deſpicable things. 

Down with diſdain earth's pomp I thruſt, 
Bid tempting wealth away ; 

Heav'n is not made of yallow duſt, 
Nor bliſs of glitt ring clay. 

Sweet was the hour I freedom felt 
To call my Jeſus mine; 

To ſee his ſmiling face, and melt 
In pleaſures all divine. 

Let fools an heav'n of ſhades purſue, 
But I for ſubſtance am: 

The heav'n I ſeek is likeneſs too, 
And viſion of the Lamb : 

The worthy Lamb with glory crown'd 
In his auguſt abode ; 

Inthron'd ſublime, and deck'd around 
With all the pomp of God. 

I long to join the ſaints above, 
Who crown'd with glorious bays, 

Through radiant files of angels move, 
And rival them in praiſe : 

In praiſe to J AH, the God of love, 
The fair incarnate Son, 

The holy co-eternal Dove, 
The good, the great Three-one. 

In hope to ſing without a fob 
The anthem ever new, 

I gladly bid the duſty globe, 
And vain delights, Adieu. 
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The following PO E M, the ſecond Part of which, wa; 
wrote by Mr. ERSKINE, is here inſerted, to fill up this 
Page, as a proper Subject of Meditation to Smoker; 9 


Tobacco. 


SMOKING SPIRITUALIZED. 


IN TW © 


PARTS, 


The firſt Part being an old MeDiTATION upon Smoking 
Tobacco ; the ſecond, a new Addition to it, or Improve. 


ment of it. 


FART: . 


THIS Indian weed now wither'd quite, 
Tho' green at noon, cut down at night, 
Shows thy decay ; 
All fleſh is hay. | 
Thus think, and ſmoke tobacco. 


The pipe ſo liiy-like and weak, 
Does thus thy mortal ſtate beſpeak. 
Thou art ev'n ſuch, | 
Gone with a touch. 
Thus think, and ſmoke tobacco. 


And when the ſmoke aſcends on high, 
Then thou behold'ſt the vanity 
Of worldly (tuff, 
Gone with a puff. 
Thus think, and ſmoke tobacco. 


And when the pipe grows foul within, 
Think on thy ſoul defil'd with fin ; 
For then the fire, 
It does require, 
Thus think and ſmoke tobacco. 
And ſeeſt the aſhes caſt away; 
Then to thyſelf thou mayeſt ſay, 
That to the duſt 
Re turn thou muſt, 
Thus think, and ſmoke tobacco. 


PART. IL 


WAS this ſmall plant for thee cut down? 
So was the Plant of great renown; 
Which mercy ſcuds 
For nobler ends. 
Thus think, and ſmoke tobacco. 


Doth juice medicinal proceed 

From ſuch a naughty foreign weed ? 
Then what's the pow'r 
Of Jeſſe's flow'r ? 

Thus think, and ſmoke tobacco. 
The promiſe, like the pipe inlays, 
And by the mouth of faith conveys 

What virtue flows 
From Sharon's role. 
Thus think, and ſmoke tobacco 


Tn vain th' unlighted pipe you blow; 
Your pains in ovtward means are fo, 
Till heav'nly fire 
he heart inſpire. 
Thus think, and ſmoke tobacco, 


The ſmoke, like burning incenſe, tow'rs; 
So ſhould a praying heart of yours, 
With ardent cries, 
Surmount the ſkies. 
Thus thiak, and ſmoke tobacco. 
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LARGE EXPLICATORY POEM, 
n UPON THE 


SONG of SOL OM ON. 


WHEREIN, 


The mutual Love of CHR1sT and his CHURCH, 
contained in that Old-Teſtament Sono, is 
imitated in the Language of the New- 
Teſtament, and adapted to the Goſpel- 
Diſpenſation. 
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ERET A:CF 


TO HR 


PARAPHRASE 


DIEECTED TO THE 
CURIOUS AND SERIOUS READERS, 


Curious Reaper, 


DO not propoſe, by the following lines, to ſatisfy your curi- 
olity, any further than by a plain explication of this Scriptural 
Song, in a way adapted to the New-teltament diſpenſation : and, 
perhaps, you will be at no loſs, if you find the equity of the Para- 
phraſe, even where you loſe the elegance of the poem; or, if you 
find any truth to edify your ſoul, though you ſhould miſs a pom- 
puous embelliſhment to gratify your fancy. If I had been of the 
opinion, that no poem ſhould ſee the light, but ſuch as has the 
name of ſome great and famous poet prefixed to it, and could 
reaſonably expect the univerſal applauſe of a learned age, I would 
never have conſented to the publication of this, in a day wherein 
the art of poeſy is improved to ſuch great perfection by ſome, 
whoſe bright genius has made them capable to ſet forth their 
poetical productions in a very beautiful and ſplendid dreſs. If I 
thought that nothing now caſt into the mould of metre could be 
uſeful and edifying, but what is ſuperlatively fine, I would have 
been quite diſcouraged from this attempt: but to be of this mind 
were in effect to think, there could be no wholeſom food but 
what is preſented in a lordly diſa; no good lodging in any houſe, 
but ſuch as were built by ſome curions mechanic; or famons archi- 
tet ; nor convenient accommodation in any room or chamber, but 
ſuch as were finely painted, or hung around with very neat arras, 
How few would there be to fight for their county, it none were al- 
lowed to do ſo, but mighty heroes, great champions, and ſuch 
as are head and ſhonlders higher than others? How many mult 
go 2aked, if no clothing were allowed but filk and ſattin, and rich 
embroideries? It will be hard to perſuade the world that none 
ſhould write, or make uſe of a pen, but ſuch as could imitate the 
fineſt copper - plate; or that none ſhould open their mouth to ſpeak 
above their breath, but ſuch as can equal the fineſt orator. 

But though, in this Eſſay, I pretend not to act the part of the 
lofty poet; yet I have endeavoured, that what I hope is obvious 
to the valgar, and not above their view, may be, at the ſame 

time, not nauſeous to the polite, nor below their view, if they are 
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ſuch as can lay aſide the ſullen air of criticiſm. Theſe to whom 
no plain, ſerious goſpel-truths can give any ſatisfaction, and to 
whom nothing elſe but flowers of wit, and flights of rhetoric, 
can give delight, do perhaps too much bewray their ignorance 
of pious pleaſures. The ſoul may be miſerably hungred and - 
ſtarved where the fancy only is pleaſed and feaſted. And hence 
look upon it as a moſt candid and ingenious acknowledgement 
of a famous and religious poet“, in the preface to his excellent 
Hymns and ſpiritual Songs, ſpeaking of ſome of them; I con- 
« feſs myſelf, ſays he, to have been too oft tempted away from 
« the more ſpiritual deſigns I propoſed, by ſome gay and flowery 
« expreſſions that gratified the fancy ; the bright images too oft 
« prevailed above the fire of divine affection, and the light exceed- 
« ed the heat.” Now, though I own, that the defect 25 poeti- 
cal talent might lead me to an acknowledgement of a quite other 
nature, being ſenſible how much every paragraph here deſpairs of 
giving much delight to theſe of a more reſined taſte, and of pleaſ- 
ing the fancy with many bright embelliſhments of poetry; yet the 
great ſcarcity of theſe may have this great advantage, that here there 
are few ſuch beautiful flowers, or bright images, to tempt any 
man away from the ſpiritual defign; or ſo to gratify the fancy, 
and to prevail above the fire of divine affction that ſhould burn 
in the heart with 4 heat equal to the light. Not that I am diſoblig- 
ed with theſe gay and flowery expreſſions, in this and other valu- 
able authors, whereby they are ſo apt to be a temptation to them- 
ſelves and their readers, even in their ſpiritual Songs; for, I muſt 
confeſs, they have been oft ſo tempting and alluring to myſelf, 
that as I have frequently, both here and elſewhere, eſſayed to imi- 
tate them, by adopting ſome of their delicious metaphors, ſo I 
would have certainly run into the ſame fault, if I had been en- 
dued with the ſame genius: only I may infer from the foreſaid con- 
ſeſſion, that poems upon divine ſubjects, which afford not a train 
of thoſe gay temptations, that bewitch the fancy and divert the i- 
magination, may, upon this account, be at leaſt not the leſs fitted 
for advancing ſpiritual deſigns and divine affection. 

I am not here to make any apology for the metre, though ſome 
may judge that, in this eſſay, I have ſtudied rhywe as much as 
poeſy. I know that there may be good mulic and meaſure without 
the gingle of a crambo; and that it is a great weakneſs to humour 
the ſound, ſo as to darken the ſenſe. 1 own, my difficulty never 
lay much in ſtudying the crambo, with the even cadency ; for 
theſe, if they be any parts or properties of poeſy, occurred na- 
tively enough, without much thought: and, perhaps, it would 
have been a fault to have flighted the ryhme delignedly in a 
compoſure of this ſort, fitted for the religious recreation of ſerious 
Chriſtians ; eſpecially when I find the fore-mentioned eminent 
poet [by whole remarks, of which I had a little ſpecimen, per- 
haps the following ſheets had been better poliſhed tor the public, 
had his circumſtances allowed a more cloſe and full review there- 
of] in his Hymns, page 194. by a marginal note, I find him, I 
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ſay, hoping, * the reader will forgive the neglect of rhyme even 
« in the firſt and third lines of the Stanza throughout ſome fol- 
« Jowing pages;” which ſuppoſes it may be a fault, in his opinion, 
nat to humour the metre in eſſays of this nature. But, if any 
think, I have done it too much, all [ can accuſe myſelf of, is on- 
ly that I did not neglect the rhyme when words favouring it ap- 
peared to me as appoſite to the purpoſe as others, and the low 
genins afforded no hetter. 

I am ſorry for your fake, curious Reader, that precious truth 
is here fet before you in ſuch a coarſe garb ; but, if you attend 
to the matter, it will, as I formerly ſaid, be no loſs to you, that 
yon have not here many artful embroideries. I do not indeed 
think that ſacred truth can be ſet off in too comely a dreſs; no 
more than I think that the Holy Bible can be printed with too 
good a type, or too fine a paper; but, if every page and paſſage 
thereof were illuminate or adorned with fine cuts, I ſuppoſe this 
would do more harm than good, and be more diverting than 
edifying. | 

ſhould be glad to ſee this ſacred book painted forth in more 
lively, pure, and ſpiritual colours, than it can appear into, in 
this homely Eſſay; however, if the picture here be but juſt, you 
will perhaps be much obliged to a genius that could not ſet it 
within a curiouſly gilded frame to divert your eye from it. 

But when you hear of the ſpirituality and religious deſign of 
this Poem, and that (as I may ſhew in the other part of the pre- 
face) the ſubject thereof is not the Fair Circaſſian, but the Fair 
CnrisT1AN, and his infinitcly fairer Head and Huſband, Jzsvs 
Cnr1sT; though the theme be more noble in itſelf, and more 
needſul to be read and conſidered, than all the wanton ſonnets in 
the world, however artfully trimmed; yet I am afraid this ſubjeR 
be thought ſo jejune, inſipid, and unfaſhionable, that it is poſſible, 
after you have ſatisfied your curiofity ſo as to glance over a few 
lines of this book, you may throw it aſide like an old almanack, 
and ſoon give your judgment ro or con; and this is all the poor 
profit and advantage you ſhall get by it, if you remain always 
more curious than ſeriozus, And ſince I have done with you, I 
ſhall apply myſelf to theſe to whom this little Eſſay will readily 
be more welcome and acceptable, 


Srriovs Reapes, 


HOUGH it is eſpecially for your ſpiritual edification and 
comfort, I have eſſayed, in this manner, to explain and 

open up the goſpel that is contained in this ſacred Song; yet 
I deſign not to ſay one word to you in commendation of this 
poem upon it; nor does it deſerve I ſhould, if it cannot, through 
the bleſſing of God, commend itſelf to your heart and experience. 
But if you are exerciſed unto godlineſs, and acquainted with the 
ſweet life of fellowſhip and communion with our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, I hope you ſhall ſee here a picture and repreſentation both 
of his heart toward you, and of your heart towards him; and a 
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ortraiture of the ſweeteſt experience of intimacy with heaven, 
that the bride of Chriſt can have upon earth, And I judye, that 
a ſong upon this ſubject is not unſeaſonable amidit theſe evil days, 
wherein the ſongs of the temple are like to be turned into how- 
lings, and wherein the bride, the Lamb's wife, is ready to hang 
her harp upon the willows. How deſirable were it, it this little 
book might prove a mean for helping her to ling away her for- 
rows, and to harmonize with the deſign of that precious promiſe, 
Hoſ. ii. 15. { will give her the valley of Achor for a door of hupe, 
and ſhe ſhall fing there ! To drive away the night of trouble with 
ſongs of praiſe, would be a work and exerciſe mol ſuitable to that 
racious name our Lord takes to himſelf, Job xxxv. 10. God our 
Maker, who gives ſongs in the night. | 
We have a divine precept, perhaps too much forgotten and 
neglected even among the ſerious, Eph. v. 18, 19.—Be filled with 
the Spirit, ſpeaking ts yourſelves in pſalms, and hymns, and ſpiri- 
tual ſongs, Jnging and making melody in your heart to the Lord: 
and Col. iii. 16. Let the word of Chriſt dwell in you richly, in u- 
dom ; teaching and admoniſhing one another in pſalms, and hymns, 
aud ſpiritual ſongs, ſinging with grace in your hearts ts the Las d. 
And how we are to ſing, we are er taught, not only by the 
apoltle's example, 1 Cor. xiv. 15. I will fing with the ſpirit, aud 
I will fing with the underſtanding alſa but likewiſe by an expreis 
divine appointment, Pſal. xlvii. 6, 7. where the command to fing 
is repeated five times in a breath, Sing praiſes ts Ccd, fing praiſes ; 
ſing praiſes unto our King, ſing praiſes : ſing ye praiſes with under- 
ſtanding, Now, this ſacred Song of Solomon being very myſteri- 
ous and metaphorical, that you may be the more able to ſing it o- 
ver with underſtanding and judgment, I have endeavoured to lay 
open the myſteries and metaphors thereof to your view. 
l have deſignedly caſt this book into the mould of co17mon metre; 
becauſe, as it was intended eſpecially for the uſe of {crivvs Chrifti- 
ans in this part of the iſland ; ſo, in caſe any of them ſhouid ſee tit 
to make ſome of theſe lines a part of their ſpritual and devout re- 
creation in ſecret, they might, if they pleaſe, fing them over in 


any of the tunes to which they are accuſtomed in our Scots church- 


es, where none but the common tunes are uſed. And, on the whole, 
I am ſo far from attempting to ſoar aloft above your capacity, 
that, where-ever I have been obliged to uſe any words (tuch as 
prolific, mellifluous, &c.) which I reckon not ſo obvious to the 
underſtanding of the vulgar, I have <-plained it upon the margin; 
and hope it is but very ſeldom any ſuch words occur to cloud and 
darken the ſenſe to you, | 

I know that this ſacred book of ſcripture, wherein the ſweeteſt 
and nobleſt inſtances of the grace of Chriſt, toward his church and 
people, are repreſented under the figure of a conjugal ſtate, has 
been greatly profaned by impure writers, who have uſed, or ra- 
ther abuſed their poetical art, to the gratifying of carnal minds, 
aud proſtituting this holy divine ſong to the moſt unholy ends. I 
have, therefore, endeavoured ia this Paraphraſe, ſo to open the 
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import of every metaphor, as to ſecure it from being perverted 
and abuſed to wanton paſſions; which, I hope, ſhall find no han. 
dle here by any mode of expreſſion tending to divert the mind 
from the ſpirituality of the theme. The compoſure upon eve 
text here is ſuch, as, I think, without great violence done to it, 
can never be applied to any lovers inferior to that glorious Bride. 
groom, the Lamb of God; and the Bride, the Lamb's wiſe, a8 
the church is deſigned, Rev. xxi. . 
thought it needleſs here, in a prefatory way, to offer you a 
Key tor opening this Song, ſince this has been done ſo oft and ſo 
well already by others, and particularly Dux HAu's book upon it, 
which is fo common among many hands; I refer the reader to his 
Clavis Cantici, pretixed to that book. Mr. Hewxy ſays, the beſt 
key for opening this book is the forty-fifth Pſalm, which we find 
applyed to Chriſt in the New Teitament. And it ſeems the more 
fit this book be now opened, in a way ſuited to that diſpenſation, 
ſince Chriſt is more frequently and clearly repreſented in the New 
Teſtament than in the Old, as the Bridegroom of his church and 
people ; for which I might multiply inſtances, were it needful, 
The objedtions of adverſaries againſt the divinity of this book 
are but weak and trifling, while we are confirmed in the faith of 
its divine extraction, and ſpiritual application to the marriage be. 
tween Chriſt and his church, by the antient, conſtant, and con- 
curring teſtimony both of the Jewiſh and Chriſtian church. And 
hence, though to carnal minds, it is a flower out of which they 
have extracted poiſon ; yet, to theſe that are ſpiritual, it is ſaveeter 
than honey and the h3ney-comb ; inſomuch, that ſome have made it 
the mark and characteriſtic of a ſaint, to find and experience the 
ſpiritual rel:th and quickening ſavour of this part of ſcripture. 
Profane wits, who ridicule this lofty anthem as a carnal Epi- 
thalamium, or Marriage-fong, ſeem to be at a nonplus whether 
to apply it to Solomon's marriage with the Egyptian princeſs, or 
a Circafhan dame; but they muſt be yet at a greater loſs, what to 
make of ſome complements and commendations given to Solomon's 
bride, if they were to be properly (and not figuratively) under- 
ſtood. For, how monſtrous and ridiculous were it to deſcribe her 
as having an head like Carmel, teeth like a flock of ſheep, a noſe like 
the tower of Lebanon looking tyward Damaſcus, and terrible like an 
army with banners! &c, And, if Solomon's chariot were to be 
underſtood properly and materially, of what matter would they 
ſuppoſe it to be made, when the mid/? of it is ſaid to be paved with 
laue? Or, if love be no material thing, how ſhall it be a material 
chariot ?—But this ſacred Song is not the worſe, becauſe profane 
and wanton wits abuſe it, and endeavour to faſten their abſurd 
and obſcene ſenſes upon ſome paſſages of it. It requires, indeed, 
as ſome interpreters acknowledge, a ſober and pious, not a fooliſh 
and laſcivious reader. It breathes forth the hotteſt flames of love 
between Chriſt and his people; and has, in all ages of the church, 
been moſt ſweet, comfortable, and uſeful, to all that have read it 
with ſerious and ſpiritual eyes, Oue of the fathers [viz. Athana- 
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ſus] comparing this Song with the other ſcriptures of the Old 
Teſtament, iays, It is like John the Baptiſt among the prophets : 
other ſcriptures ſpeak of Chriſt as coming, and afar off; this ſpeaks 
of him, and to him, as already come, and near-hand : fo familiar 
ind preſent is he here repreſented both to the faith and ſenſe of his 


de. people. Zanchius makes this ſong a compend and copy of the ſpi 
as ritual marriage with Chriſt. And another great divine (Bodius 
n Eph.) calls it, %u, dei et religicnis Chriſtiane medulla ; i. e. 
1 2 the very marrow and ſubſtance of faith and Chriſtianity itſelf.“ 
ſo And therefore, I hope it will not be reckoned an unprofitable 
it, work or ſervice, to open up, in a homely poeſy, ſunk to the level 
lis of vulgar capacities, the great goſpel- myſteries contained in this 
eſt allegorical fcripture, and in a ſtrain ſuited to the New-teſlament 
ad I diſpenſation, 
re This eſſay, ſerious Reader, being the fruit of ſome ſtudy and 
n, application only at leiſure-hours, is, on this account, the work of 
* ſeveral years; and though occaſions had allowed, yet the nature 
id of the ſtudy, however pleaſant in itſelf, was more ſevere both to 
body and mind, than to have allowed a continued progreſs in it, 
k without many intermiſſions, till it was finiſhed. Some parts of 
f this compoſure being therefore at ſome years diſtance from other 


A parts of it, it is poflible ſome diſcerning and judicious readers will 
7 obſerve, that ſome of the texts and chapters are explained with 
a more life and accuracy than others; which may be eaſily accounted 
I for, by every one who knows that the vein of poeſy and frame of 
4 ſpirit is ſubje to various alterations, higher or lower, at different 
l times. The greateſt defect I have here found myſelf to labour un- 
: der, was with reference eſpecially to that ſpirituality of frame, 
heavenlineſs of mind, and cloſs communion with Chriſt, that an 
ellay to open this ſacred divine Song required; fince in it the he- 
liever's moſt intimate fellowſhip with this glorious Bridegroom is 
repreſented under ſo many figurative expreſſions. However, it has 
been my earnelt defire ſometimes, that my labour in this may not be 
in vain in the Lord: but that it might contribute, through the 
divine blefling, to the inſtruction, edification, and comfort of the 
Lord's people, eſpecially ſuch as have little acceſs to read large 
comments upon this ſacred Song ; and particularly thoſe of the 
congregation which I have ſo long had a ſpecial concern in, and 
relation to, and to whom I have but very ſeldom preached upon 
texts in this book of the Song of Solomon. 

It mult be owned, there are great depths in this allegorical ſcrip- 
ture; the letter whereof lilli theſe that reſt in that, and look no 
further ; but the Spirit thereof giveth liſe. 2 Cor. iii. 6. John vi. 
63.; and that it requires great pains and caution to point out the 
meaning of the Holy Ghoſt, in every part of this poetical book, 
and in applying the figures and ſimiles therein to the ſeveral graces 
and virtues of the Bridegroom and Bride; and therefore I have 
not admitted of any private thought or imagination of mine own, 
in the intepretation of this notable part of holy ſcripture, without 
obſerving my view thereof to be agreeable with the judgment of 
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ſound commentators upon it. Though they could afford me little 
help as to the form, yet from them I willingly collected material; 
Nor did I venture to make a Paraphraſe upon any one verle here, 
till I had conſulted them, and was ſatisfied that I ſhould not deviate 
from the current of orthodox writers, their judgment upon it, at 
which you have here a ſum. Though yet the Paraphraſe is the 
longer, that I have not only inlarged upon theſe places that! 
reckoned were molt emphatical, but alſo touched at the connexion 
of one verſe and purpoſe with another, where I thought it wa 
neceflary for the illuſtration of the ſcope. Nor have I paſt over 
any one verſe, however more curtly treated than others, without 
giving ſome plain view of the meaning and import of it. And, if 
more ſeem to be ſaid upon any verſe in this Song than is direct) 
imported in it, I hope it will be reckoned no great fault, if what 
is ſaid be deducible from it, or neceſſary for the further explication 
of it, and for adapting this Paraphraſe upon an Old-teſtament 
ſong to a New-teſtament diſpenſation. Beſides, the ſenſe being 
cramped and contracted within the narrow bounds of common 
metre, has ſometimes made the repetition (though not of words, 
yet) of matter unavoidable : and though every explication is but 
an amplified circumlocution ; yet I have uſed as few repetitions as 
could conſiſt with my deſign of conveying a clear idea of the mean- 
ing. 

I thought fit to ſet down the ſcripture-text at large before the 
Paraphraſe; partly, that every one, even of theſe who would 
hardly be at the pains to conſult their Bibles, might have an op- 
portunity to compare the text and Paraphraſe together; and part- 
ly, that there might be occaſion to mark, upon the margin, ſome 
of the different readings that the original text admits of, which | 
endeavour alſo not to neglect in the Paraphraſe. 
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ON THE 


SONG ot SOLOMO N. 


— 


„ 


C RM ͤ % 


The Church's Love unto CHRIST. She con- 
feſſeth her Deformity, and prayeth to be 
directed to his Flock, CHRIST directeth 
her to the Shepherds Tents; and ſheweth 
his love to her, by giving her gracious Pro- 
miſes.— The Church and CHRIST congra- | 
tulate one another, 


The T1T-LE. 
Ver. 1. The Song of Songs, which is Solomon's. 


H E choice of anthems * exquiſite, Songs. 
From Sol'mon's ſacred pen, 
Which doth to heav'nly love excite 
The ſouls of holy men. 


Its characters divine evince, 
And evidently clear, 

A wiſer King, a greater Prince, 
Than Solomon is here. 


Who from above did animate, 
And with celeſtial flame 
inſpire the ſong, to equal hat 


Of Moſes and the Lamb. 

This to the Lamb's fair Bride belongs, 
To ſound on all her ſtrings, 

With tuneful harp, the Song of ſongs 
To Chriſt the King of kings. 


Rr 2 
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The CHurcHn's Words. 


Ver. 2. Let him kiſs me with the kiſſes of his mouth 
for thy + love is better than wine. 


Let him who in my room and place 
Did act the kindeſt part, 

The God of love, the Prince of peace, 
The victor of my heart, 


With ſweet indearments from above, 
Let him my foul embrace; 

To ſhew my int'reſt in his love, 
And manifeſt his grace. 


With bleſſings of thy mouth divine, 
O may I tavour'd be | 

More precious is thy love than wine ; 
More ſweet than life to me. 


I was among the trait'rous crew 
Doom'd to eternal fire, 

When he, to pay the ranſom, flew 
On wings of ſtrong deſire. 


Jeſus the God, with naked arms, 
Hangs on a croſs and dies; 

Then mounts the throne, with mighty charms, 
T” embrace me from the ſkies. 


His mouth delicious, Heav'n reveals; 
His kifles from above 

Are pardons, promiſes, and ſeals 
Ot everlaſting love. 


Ver. 3. Becauſe of the ſavour of thy good ointment:, 
thy name is as ointment poured forth ; therefore d- 
the virgins love thee. 


The oil of gladneſs and of grace, 
On thee pour'd largely forth, 

Does ſpread around, in ev'ry place, 
Thy favour and thy worth. 

Like precious oil diffus'd, thy name 
Along fuch odour fends ; 

That hence from virgin-ſouls a flame 
Of holy love aſcends. 


+ Heb, Thy Loves. 


A PARAPHRASE on the Cn. L VI 


. I. 
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VER. 2, 3, 4. SONG of SOLOMON, 317 
Thy love to them, thus ſhed abroad, 


So much inflames their heart, 


With love to thee; that thou their God 


Their darling alſo art. 


O ſav'ry names! The Prophet kind, 
Anointed to inſtruct; 

Who by his counſel leads the blind, 
To glory will conduct. 


Th' anointed Prieſt, by ſolemn vow, 


Did once for ſin atone: 


The blood, that was the price, is now 


The plea before the throne. 


Th' anointed King, to bear the ſway, 


And daſh the rebel foes, 
To make the feeble win the day, 
Though death and hell oppoſe. 


Ev'n virgin-tongue with pleaſure ſings 


Thy latting honours, thus; 
* Jeſus our Prophet ever brings 
* 'The light of life to us. 


* Jeſus our Prieſt for ever lives 
To plead for us above: 

* Jeſus our King for ever gives 
«© The bleflings of his love.” 


Ver. 4. Draw me; we will run after thee :— 


No ſtrength to come to thee have I; 
Yea, Lord, no will to move; 

Till pow'r divine my bonds unty, 
And draw with cords of love. 


O draw me, Jeſus, by thy grace, 
Allure me by thy x Foy: : 

Then we will run to thine embrace, 
And tlee into thine arms. 


My zeal will other fouls excite 
When J am drawn to thee ; 

With virgin-ſaints will ſinners meet, 
And run along with me. 


— The King hath brought me into his chambers ; we will 


be glad and rejoice in thee ;— 
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The glorious King, whom I beſought, 
Anon my cry did hear; 

Me to his preſence-chamber brought, 
And kindly drew me near. 


Then ev'ry thing that did annoy, 
While I his abſence mourn'd, 

So quickly vaniſh'd into joy, 
My griet to gladneſs turn'd. 

We'll now exult in thee, O King, 
With holy chearfulneſs; 

Our hearts will joy, our lips will ſing, 
Our lives will praiſe expreſs. 


— We will remember thy love more than wine : the 
upright love thee. 


Our grateful mem'ries will record 
This matchleſs love of thine, 
And keep the reliſh thereof, Lord, 

Beyond the richeſt wine. 


Though fools abound, who nor deſire 
Nor pleaſure fix on thee ; 

Yet wiſdom's children all conſpire, 
To love and joy with me. 


Th' upright without deceit, that prove 
Like gold without alloy, 
Make thee the object of their love, 


And centre of their joy. 


Ver. 5. I am black, but comely, O ye daughters of Je- 
ruſalem, as the tents of Redar, as the curtains of 
Solomon. 


Ye that profeſſors are at large, 
Or that are weak in grace, 
Take no offence at me, I charge, 
Nor at my ſwarthy race. 


Shun not to come and ſhare with me 
Both in my love and joy, 

Becauſe my viſage black ye ſee 
With ſin and fore annoy. 


( VER. 5, 6. SONG of SOLOMON, 319 


Though in myſelf Pm black indeed, 
And in my outward lot ; 

Yet in my lovely, glorious Head 
I'm fair without a ſpot. 


Duſky like Kedar-tents am TI, 
O ye of Salem's race 

But yet with Sol'mon's curtains vie 
For comelineſs by grace. 


Verſe 6. Look not upon me, becauſe I am black, becauſe 
the ſun hath looked upon me : my mother's children 
were angry with me j— 


? Then gaze not with diſdainful eyes 
On me in fable clad ; 
Nor light my beauty fair, that lies 
Within the gloomy ſhade. 


No wonder I fo black became, 
If ye the cauſe will note; 
For ſore ſun-burnt and ſcorch'd I am 
With perſecution hot. | 


Falſe brethren, that malignant race, | 
My mother's ſons untrue, | 
In rage caſt duſt upon my face, | | 
And ſully'd all my hue. | 


They pour'd on me what open ſhame | 
Their malice could conceive ; 

With foul reproaches ſtain'd my name, 
And us'd me like a flave. 


— They made me keeper of the vineyards, but mine own 
vineyard have I not kept. 


They of their vineyards me the drudge 
Oppreſt with cruſhing care: 

Such ſervile labours, ye may judge, 
My beauty much impair. 

Yea, while, alas! thus toiPd, I flept, 
And ſloth my watch remov'd, 

Pve not my proper vineyard kept, 
My talents not improv'd. 
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But though my folly hath me marr'd, 
And wrought my own diſtreſs; 

Yet be not at religion ſcarr'd, 
Nor ſtumbled at my bliſs. 


For *gainſt myſelf I bear record, 
That hence my flav'ry flows: 
While I neglet to ſerve my Lord, 

Pm left to ſerve my foes. 


Verſe 7. Tell me, O thou whom my ſoul loveth, where 
thou feedeſt &, and where thou makeſt thy flock to 


* 


reſt at noon·— 


When fins and ſuff' rings work my grief, 
And both depreſs me ſo, 

My Lord alone can give relief; 
To whom I therefore go. 


O thou the darling of my heart, 
My ſoul's beloved One, 


Who Ifra'l's kindly Shepherd art, 
Thy paths to me make known. 


O ſhew me where thy flocks are fed ; 
Where doſt thou cauſe them eat; 

And where thou giv'ſt them reſt and ſhade 
At noon, from ſcorching heat. 


The paſture's fat, the ſhelter vaſt, 
That does thy ſheep incloſe; 
Fain would I feed in their repaſt, 

And reſt in their repoſe. 


Tor why ſhould I be as one that turneth aſide by the 
flocks of thy companions ? 


For why ſhould I that am thy bride 
Be left to ſtarve and ſtray, 

Or ſeem as one that turns aſide 
To any crooked way? 


All other loves my ſoul abhors, 
Thy rivals I difdain ; 

With flocks of thy competitors 
Why ſhould I wander then? 


* The word is here aire. 
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| all thy feign'd companions hate, 
They are a bane to me; 

My ſoul affects no other mate, 
No other Lord but thee. 


O if I knew thy fix'd abode, 
I'd lodge for ever there ; 

Where may I then enjoy my God? 
O tell me, tell me where ! 


CnurisTt's Words. 


Verſe 8. If thou know not, O thou faireſt among women, 
go thy way forth by the footſteps of the flock, and 
feed thy kids bejide the ſhepherds tents. 


O thou my bride, whom I eſteem 
The faireſt of thy race, 

However black thy form may ſeem 
While griets do vail thy grace ; 


Doſt thou not know, my lovely bride, 
The ſhadow of the rock? 

Nor paſtures green where I abide 
And feed my little flock ? 


Come follow my directing grace, 
Which I afford to thee ; - 

I'll lead thee to the ſweeteſt place 
Of fellowſhip with me: 


That hence thy feet may never ſwerve, 
Nor fall in ſnares and wrack, 

The footſteps of the flock obſerve; 
And follow thou the track. 


See how they climb the rock in droves, 
To ſocial worſhip prone, 

And forthwith haunt retiring groves, 
To meet with me alone, 


Keep thou the beaten good old path, 
Yet new and living way, 

Which all my ſaints have trode by faith 
And prayer night and day. 


Though none of their diflik'd eſcapes 
Mult be a rule to thee ; 

Yet follow them in all the ſteps 
Wherein they follow me. 

. Ss 


321 


| 
' 


3 AM PARAPHRASE on the CHAP. IL. Nye 


And, while my under-ſhepherds tents 7 
Are kept in good repair, 

Attend them ſtill; for Heav'n preſents 7 
My choiceſt dainties there. 

Theſe holy ordinances are \ 
The paſtures of my grace: 

'There feaſt thyſelt, nor thence debar 4 
Thy little tender race. 

Bring children, ſervants, all thy kids \ 
Along to feed with thee ; 

Thy Lord all comers welcome bids 
In offers full and free, 

Make all within they charge to haunt | 7 
Theſe goodly tents of mine; 

For there my feaſts of love I grant 
To nourith thee and thine, | 

Thus, that thy feet no more appear 8 
With other flocks to roam, 

In theſe my beſt incloſures here l 


Stay till I bring thee home. 


Verſe 9. I have compared thee , O my love, to a con- 
pany of horſes in Pharaoh's chariots. 


My love, on whom the ſtream unſpent 
Of my affection flows, 

Mine ears have heard thy heavy plaint 
About thy haughty foes. 


But they ſhall know to their remorſe, 
Their war had better be 

To fight with Pharoah's chariot-horſe, 
Then dare to fight with thee. 


To that well-harneſt ſtately rout 
I have thy ſtrength compar'd, 
Becauſe my armour round about 


Is thy defenſive guard. 


Thou mayſt contemn the burniſh'd ſpear 
When brandiſh'd in the field; 

As warlike horſes laugh at fear, 
And mock the glitt'ring ſhield. 


+ Or, made thee like 19. 
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This wing'd aray more ſwiftly damps 
The foes that thee defy, 

Than conqu'ring chariots through the camps 
On thund'ring wheels that fly. 


Weak in thyſelf thou art, but well 
In me reſides thy might ; ; 

Therefore the pow'rs of earth and hell 
Need never thee affright. 


Ver. 10. Thy cheeks are comely with rows of jewels ; 
thy neck with chains of gold. 


My love, I heard thee alſo mone 
Thy beauty marr'd and ſpilt; 
And ſtile thyſelf a loathſome one, 
Deform'd with ſin and guilt. 


But as my blood does counterpoiſe, 

And all thy guilt diſplace; 

So jewel-graces, golden-joys, 
Do beautify thy face. 

Each virtue that thy dreſs beſpeaks, 
Doth thee more richly deck, 

Than rows of gems adorn the cheeks, 
Or chains of gold the neck. 


An order Juſt thy graces do 
Like ev'nly rows maintain; 
By mutual cloſe connexion too 

They're link'd as in a chain. 


Thou haſt thy royal Lord to thank, 
That thee a Moor betroth'd ; 

And then conform to higheſt rank, 
With gold and jewels cloth'd. 


To make thy cheeks and neck ſo fair, 
Mine gave I to the ſtroke ; 

My cheeks to them that pluck'd the hair, 
My neck to juſtice- block. 


Ver. 11. He will make + thee borders of gold, with 


ſtuds of ſilver. 

Object not, ſaying, How ſhall J, 
50 weak, fo black a ſwain, 
Such beauties in JeHovan's eye 

Or furniſh or maintain ? 


The word uſed for making man at firſt, Gen. i. 6. 
91 2 
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For with united pow'r divine 
We FaTuatr, SON, and Sp'RIT, 
Do ſtand engag'd thee to refine, 
And make thy form complete. 
Keep thou no finite pow'rs in view, 
To grace and deck thee thus; 
Creation-work, both old- and new, 
Belongs to none but us. 


We'll make thee yet more radiant gems 
Of grace, without thine aid, 

To fence thy robe, like golden hems, 
With filver ſtuds inlaid, 


Thy growing grace ſhall thrive and bear 
A perfect crop at length; 
Yet by no might within thy ſphere, 
But our concurring ſtrength. 
Thy gold and ſilver ornament 
Muſt ſtrong and laſting prove 
For, lo! it is the pow'tul vent 
Of our eternal love. 


Of old the good, the great TyxEE-one, 
Did jointly take thy part; 
Thy naked foul we thought upon 
With pity m our heart. 
We held a counſcl for thy good, 
Where I, without a ſob, 
Did chooſe a veſture dipt in blood 
To buy thy golden robe. 


The ChurRcn®s Words. 


Ver. 12. [ While the King ſitteth at his table, nj 
ſpikenard ſendeth forth the ſmell thereof. 
Lo! Zion's King array'd in ſlate, 
And love his luring veſt, 
Makes ample grace his royal treat, 
And me his welcome gueſt, 
When this his ſplendid table-head 
Is with his preſence crown'd, 
My graces then like ſpikenard ſpread 
Their grateful odours round. 


P, J. 


ny 
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With joyful heart J {mile and fing, 
Each grace doth rife and run, 
As languid plants revive and ſpring 

In preſence of the ſun. 


If he withdrew, they fade and faint, 
Their vigour 1s reſtrain'd; 

But, by his tweet return, their ſcent 
And favour is regain'd. 

While at his royal feaſt he ſits, 
Such verdure freſh is giv'n, 

That ev'ry ſprig of grace emits 
A fragrant ſmell of heav'n. 

My glad affections leap and dance, 
When with a ſmiling face 

The King does ſpread and countenance 
The table of his grace. 


Ver. 13. A bundle of myrrh is my Mell. beloved unto 


me ; he ſhall ly all night betwixt my breaſts. 


No wonder that my ſpikenard ſmells 
So ſweetly when he comes ; 

His love, that caſts the ſcent, excells 
The choiceſt of perfumes. 

Faith, love, and joy begin to ſtir, 
And ſpread their odours high, 

When Jeſus, like a bunch of myrrh. 
Does in my boſom ly, 


From this infolded bundle flies 
His ſavour all abroad: 

Such complicated ſweetneſs lies 
In my incarnate God. 


Abundant virtue here I fee 
To ev'ry caſe adapt; 
The fulneſs of a Deity 
Is in the bundle wrapt. 


Yea, in my well-beloved Lard, 
This plenitude divine 

Is for my uſe and comfort ſtor'd ; 
For he himſelt is mine. 
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And he has reign'd thus from above 
To ſhew his . charms ? 


In hold him faſt by faith and love, \ 
As in my folded arms. 

My heart and boſom, where he reſts, Y 
No other love ſhall know ; 

There he embrac'd ſhall ly, while laſts 
The night of fin and wo. 

This ſweet repoſe ſhall wear away ] 
The ſhadows of the night, 

Until the dawning of the day 4 


Ot everlaſting light. 


Ver. 14. My Beloved is unto me as a cluſter of cant 
phire* in the vineyards of En-gedi. 


My beſt Belov'd, to whom the wings 
Of my affections flee, 

Is ſweeter than the ſweeteſt things 
Of heav'n and earth to me. 


In vineyards fair of En- gedi 
Are camphire cluſters ſweet ; 
How infinitely more is he, 
In whom I am complete ! + 


When fin and wrath my conſcience preſs, 
He ſtandeth for my good, 

A cluſter full of righteouſneſs, 
And wrath-appealing blood, 


Still freſh in view, I may deſign 
His dying love to me, 
Like myrrh and camphire, ſweet and fine, 
New bleeding from the tree. 


By faith J eat the duſter preſt, 
And drink the blood he ſpilt: 

Of all love-banquet's, here's the beſt, 
Atonement for my guilt. 


To me this bleeding love of his 
Shall ever precious be; 
Whatever he to others 1s, 
He's all in all to me. 


* DD Corn es, the ſame word that ſignifies an Atonement, or Propitiation. 
+ Col. it. 10, 


* 


VER. 14.— 16. SONG of SOLOMON. 


CHRIST'S Word. 
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Verſe 15. Behold, thou art fair, my love; behold, 


thou art fair, thou haſt doves eyes. 


What ! is thy heart a bed of reſt, 
A room reſerv'd for me ? 

Behold, I come to be thy gueſt, 
And vent my heart to thee ! 


My truth that can't the falſe decoy 
Of flatt'ring lips approve, 
Aﬀerts, to elevate thy Joys 
Thou art my pleaſant love. 


Lo, thou art fair! lo, thou art fair; 
Twice fair thou art, I ſay; 

My righteouſneſs and graces are 
Thy double bright array. 


Though thou a ſpotted leopard 
And black thyſelf doſt ſee ; 

Yet, as a mark of my regard, 
I'll ſee no ſpot in thee. 


When to a dog of no avail 
Thou humbly doſt compare, 

And call thyſelf a maſs of hell, 
Ev'n then I call thee fair. 


But ſince thy faith can hardly own 
My beauty put on thee ; 
Behold | behold ! twice be it known, 


Thou art all fair to me. 


[ ſee the beauty of the dove 
Within thy ſoul that lies; 
Affections there exactly move 

Like turtles charming eyes. 


So modeſt, humble, pure, and chaſte, 
And faithful to their mate; 

On me alone they fix and reſt, 
And all my rivals hate. 


The Churcn?s Words. 


Verſe 16. Behold, thou art fair, my Belqued ; 


pleaſant :— 
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What wonders, Lord, doſt thou perform, 
That ſtoopeſt thus ſo low, 

To put thy beauty on a worm, 
And then commend it ſo? 


What ! doſt thou praiſe a native black ? 
I bluſh to find it true: 

O lend me words to render back 
The praiſe to whom *tis due. 


Lo! my Beloved, Txou, even Tuo, 
Art infinitely fair 

Yea, altogether pleaſant too, 
And ſweet beyond compare. 


All comelineſs divine in thee 
Moſt gloriouſly does ſhine ; 

What beauty thou commends in me, 
Is but the ſhade of thine. 


Doſt thou applaud the little ſtream 
That from thy fulneſs roſe ? 
How highly then ſhould I eſteem 


The fountain whence it flows! 


How ſhall I thee extol, my God? 
It ſhames me to be mute, 

When thou exalts a loathſome clod 
Wrapt in a borrow'd ſuit. 


But who, alas! can words invent 
To magnify thy grace? 

Seraphic pencils cannot paint 
The beauties of thy face. 

May my delighted eye ſtill gaze 
On charming pleaſures here ; 

And what I cannot loudly praiſe, 
Pl ſilently admire. 


. Alſo our bed is green. 


How can my tongue the favours hide 
That thus my heart attach! 

For never was a worthlefs bride 
So happy in her match, 


. 
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Beſides his perfonage ſo great, 
His equipage is fine; 

His furniture and bed of ſtate 
For fellowſhip divine. 


When here his love abroad is ſhed, 
My ſoul, his chearful gueſt, 
Sleeps in his arms, as in a bed 
Of holy joy and reſt. 
If wiſdom in a myſtery 
Will heav'n to hell betroth, 
Th' enſuing miracle muſt be 
One bed to ſerve us both. 


What kindneſs here he does avouch, 
No mortal tongue can tell: 

The Heir of heav'n has made a couch 
To hug an heir of hell. 


Lo! this our bed of fweet ſolace, 
Green like the verdant field, 
Abundant fruits of holmeſs 
Does by his bleſſing yield. 


To deck our bed of nuptial loves, 

Buds of the ſpring conveen ; ö 
My fertile ſoul ſo pregnant proves, 

I'm like an olive green. 


Fair bloſſoms of indulgent grace 
That ſhade the temple round, 
With lively verdure paint the place, 

And ſpread the holy ground. 


Verſe 17. The beams of our houſe are cedar, and aur 
rafters * of fir +. 
Our nuptial-bed in Zion ſtands, 
Within our royal court : 
For there the bleſſing God commands, 
There is his lov'd reſort. 


Our ſtately dwelling-houſe excels 
The ſeats of mortal kings, 
Whoſe pompous courts are nothing elſe 
But ſpecious empty things. 
* Or, Calleries. + Or, Cypre-. 
Vor. X. F< 
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Their gaudy grandeur ſhrinks away 
Within their with'ring bow'rs ; 

No gilded houſe of mould*ring clay 
Is ſure and ſtrong like ours. 

The holy cov'nant Heav'n commands, 
With promiſes of note, 

By which our houſe compacted ſtands, 
Are beams which never rot. 

No cedar-wood from Lebanon, 
Nor fir ſo firm endures, 

As theſe our rafters, which his own 
Almighty pow'r ſecures. 


Thus ſtabliſh'd, even our lower courts 


Defy the gates of hell 
For everlaſting ſtrength ſupports 
The dome wherein we dwell. : 
In precious cypreſs gall ries here 
We walk along in ſtate; 
Such are the ordinances dear 
Of my imperial mate. 


In theſe ſweet manſions of his grace 
I'll walk with great delight, 

Till he prepare a nobler place, 

To walk with him in white. 


CH AP. II. 


CHaAPp,1I, 


The mutual Love of Curi1smT and his 
Church.—The Hope and Calling of the 
Church.—CuR1s T's Care of the Church. 
—The Church's Profeſſion, her Faith and 


Hope. 


Cnris T's Words. 


Ver. 1. I am the Roſe of Sharon, and the lily of the valleys. 


U CH tainted air from Adam's-bow'r 


O'er curſed mankind blows, 
That no green bed, nor ſav'ry flow'r, 
In nature's deſert grows. 


IC 


d 
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Thou then that ſings the verdant bed, 
Adorn'd with flow'rs of grace ; 

Come ſee the roſe and lily ſpread, 
That thus perfumes the place. 


I Jxsus, am the fragrant roſe, 
That healing odours yields; 

And free from common profit grows 
In Sharon's open fields. 


That all who pleaſe may freely come, 
Of lapſed human race, 
And ſhare the ſanative't perfume 
That ſuits their ſickly caſe. 
My bleeding love, ſo oft expreſt 
To guilty ſinners, ſhows 
A beauty in my bloody veſt, 
Beyond the ruddy roſe. 


Should I to comely ſhow'rs compare 
The beauties of my face, 

Roſes and lilies red and fair, 
Would ſtrive in it for place. 

But what's my common paint caſt o'er 
'The bloſſoms of the field. | 

Though Solomon in all his glore, 
Muſt to their ſplendor yield. 

Their comely form but ſerves to foil 
The flow'r of flow'rs above, 

Sprung from the hoteſt heav'nly ſoil, 
My Father's fervent love. 

Who thence the lily did tranſlate , 
To valleys here below, 

That virtue from my humbled ſtate 
To ſinful worms might flow; 

And that in vales of miſery, 
When with'ring comforts fail, 

The Roſe of heav'n might alſo be 
The lily of the vale. 


Ver. 2. As the lily among the thorns, ſo is my love a- 
mong the daughters. 


Healing. 


Tt 2 
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While I the roſe and lily fair 
Join'd as my title claim, 

My love, the bride, muſt have a ſhare 
Of my enamel'd name. 


Mine image ſhe ſo harmleſs bears 
Amidit a furious broll ; 

She as a lily fair appears 971 b. 
Ev*n in a thorny ſoil. £42 in] 


Among the daughters of deſpite, -- 
The offspring of the earth, _ 
Her lily-form, ſo lovely white, 5 

Shews her ſuperior birth. | 


Beſet with briers, that pierce and pain, 
Yet precious in my view; 
She pure and harmleſs does remain 
Among the noxious crew. 
The whole of Satan's child ren are 
A field of hurtful thorns, OTE 
Enrag'd by hell, to ſcratch and mar 
The flow'r that heav'n adorns. ... 
But I'll provide in this turmoil 27 21] 
My lily with a ſhield, 0 F.1d 2dT 
And afterward a better ſolll. 
My glorious azure fiel 1 {4 


The one nls Words. f 


Ver. 3. As the apple- tree among the trees of the wood, 
ſo is my Beloved among the ſons.— — 


My deareſt Lord has won my heart 
With his melliflaous * tongue, 

That gives unworthy me a part 
Both in his name and ſong. 


He to my need his names doth ſuit 
As it he could not be 

A role and lily of repute, 
Without adorning me.” 


1 Sweetly eloquent, 


VI 
| 


„ 
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His ſav'ry titles thus made known, 
In ſuch endearing ways, 

As warp his name within my own, 
Provoxe my heart to praiſe, 

Awake, my ſoul; commend his grace, 
And ling the liying tree, 

Who by ſuch apples of ſolace 
Commends himſelf to thee. 


Above the daughters of the earth 
Does he extol my name? | 
Above the ſons of higher birth 
I will his praiſe proclaim. 


As garden apple-trees excel 
he forreſt's barren race z 

So ſhines my Lord o'er mortals all 
With a ſuperior grace. 


His fruit ſo ſweet, his form fa. fair, 
His healing leaves ſo broad; 

This tree of life bears no compare 
With ſons of men or God. 


Created ſhrubs, wild gourds be Bone, 
I climb a higher tree: 8 

jeſus, the living God, alone 
Yields ſhade and ſap to me. 


I ſat down under his ſhadow with great delight, and 
his fruit was feet to my taſte. 


What fool ſoever diſagrees, 
My ſweet experience proves, 

That Jeſus is the tree of trees, 
Among a thouſand groves. 


From paradiſe, wherein he grows, 
He ſpreads his branches vaſt, 

To give ſweet ſhade for my repole, 
Sweet fruit for my repaſt. 


When ſore fatigu'd, I fat by faith 
Beneath his cooling ſhade ; 
Skreen'd from the heat of ſcorching wrath, 


My ſhelter'd ſoul was glad. 
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The ſhadow of his righteouſneſs, 
The covert of his blood, 

When conſcious guilt and dread oppreſs, 
A happy peace conclude. 


This ſhadow ſhields me from the fire 
That ſtrikes the dread and awe, 
The flaming Heav'n's incenſed ire 
And Sinai's fiery law. n 
Such ſhelter this thick ſhade imparts, 

That no temptation fierce, 
No feather'd ſhafts, nor fiery darts, 
Can once the ſhadow pierce. | 


When Chriſt my ſkreen is interpos'd, 
Between the flames and me, 
My joyful heart and lips unclos'd 
Adore the glorious tre. 
No mortal tongue can ſpeak the bliſs 
That in his ſhade * is giving © 
For then I'm fate from all 3 
And taſte an early heav'n. 360% 142k 
The tree does with immortal b 3 19165 
My fainting ſoul ſolace, | 
With fruits the purchaſe of his blood, l 
The apples of his grace. * 3 40 


O here's the tree of life, that gives 
The virtue finners need, 

Enliv'ning fruit, and healing leaves, 
To raiſe and cure the dead 1. 

Pardons, and promiſes, and joys, 
Upon his branches grow; 

Which, bending down, with gentle poiſe, 
Unlode themſelves below. 

Laden with grace, his fruit he drops, 
And ſpreads my table o'er, 

To pleaſe my taſte, and feed my _ 
Until I feaſt in glore. 


Ver. 4. He brought me to the banquetting- -houſe +, and 
bis banner over me was love. 


} Rev. xxii, 2. + Or, hoaſe of wine, 


I, 


nd 


Brought from his garden, to his houſe, 
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Who but my Lord, the living tree, 
My leader allo is, 

That brings me near to taſte and ſee 
This love and grace of his ? 


Becauſe my fall, he kindly thought, 
Did nature's pow'r diſplace 

To his wine-cellars-I was brought 
By his almighty grace. 


To taſte more joy divine ; 
From ſipping of the apple-juice, 
To drink the ſpiced wine. 


With ſweet and raviſhing ſolace 
My ſoul was feaſted there, 

In ordinances of his grace, 

The houſe of his repair. 

And, lo! the royal flag diſplay'd, 
Dy'd with the bleeding vine, 

Along my ſolemn entrance led 
Into his houſe of wine. 


With flying colours did 1 move, 
And march triumphantly ; 

For then was love, victorious love, 
His banner lifted high. 


This ſignal of his grace adorn'd 
That ſtately march of mine; 
And for my entertainment turn'd 

My water into wine. 


Love's conqu'ring flag, for war ſo near, 
Did all my fins ſubdue ; 

Love led the van, love fenc'd the rear, 
Love daſh'd the helliſh crew. 

My fainting heart was giv'n o'er, 
Till with his enſign ſpread, 

My Standard-bearer went before, 
And all the furies fled. 


Soul, now to arms; love fights and wins; 
This banner guards my life : 

Almighty Love will lay my fins, 
And end the bloody trite. 
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Still therefore to purſue the chaſe, 
Till I triumph above ; 

I'll mind the banquet of his grace, 
The banner of his love: 


With love he march'd, with love he led, 


With love he arm'd my breaſt 


With love he drew, with love he fed, 


With love he crown'd the feaſt ! 


Ver. 5. Stay * me with flaggons, comfort + me with ay. 


ples ; for I am fuck of love. 
Lo! while my mem'ry does review 
His matchleſs bleeding love, 
My ſpirit falls a bleeding too, 
My bowels melt and move. 


O ye whoſe office is to bear 
The veſſels of his grace, 

Bring flaggons full f comfort here, 
And apples of ſolace. 


Large veſſels fetch, without delay, 
With cordials from above : 

Haſte, ere my ſpirits ſwoon away ; 
I'm ſick, I'm ſick of love! 


I'm overcome ; I faint I fail, 
Till love ſhall love relieve; 


More love divine the wound can heal 


That love divine did give. 


The agent Chrilt alone J view, 

Though now a ſoul that faints 
In ſickneſs raves of aid from you, 
That are but inſtruments. 


Fill out the wine my Lord did bleed 
To ſtay and ſtrengthen me : 

The deeper in his love I wade, 
The ſweeter ſtill is he. 


Straw me with apples all along; 
Their taſte does ſo ſurpriſe, 

I'd ly and roll myſelf among 
Theſe fruits of paradiſe. 


* Here the verbs are in the plural number, ſtay ye me, 
+ Heb. Straw me. 


A PARAPHRASE on the CHAp. H. 


comfort ye me. 


Ve K. 5,6. SONG of SOLOMON. 336 


Support this ſinking heart of mine 
Beneath a weight of love, 

With living fruit and gen'rous wine 
From azure fields above. 


cannot ſurfeit here nor fiſt, 
Ev'n though my cup run o'er ; 
But feed on .* drink on thirlt, 
And covet always more. 


New feaſts of love I ſeek, to free 
And give love · ſickneſs eaſe. 

How can I lothe what ſickens me, 
So ſweet is my diſeaſe? 


The love, the love that I beſpeak, 
Does wonders in my ſoul : 

For, when I'm whole, it makes me ſick ; 
When ſick, it makes me whole. 


More of the joy that makes me faint 
Would give me preſent eaſe : 

If more ſhould kill me, I'm content 
To die of that diſeaſe. 


Ver. 6. His left-hand is under my head, and his right- 
hand doth embrace me. 


How ſoon my fainting ſoul did cry 
For cordials to be brought, 

So ſoon my Lord himſelf drew nigh, 
With more than I had ſought. 


I ſought wine flaggons, but anon 
The vine drew near to me : 

I ſought but apples in my ſwoon, 
And, lo! I found the tree. 


When I on ſervants call'd in vain, 
My Lord himſelf with ſpeed 

Did in his arms of love amain 
Uphold my fainting head, 


My heart's deſire is now obtain'd, 
I have my royal gueſt ; 

And, by his kind embrace ſuſtain'd, 
Do in his boſom reſt, 

Vol. I. U u 
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He does with joys that can't be told 
My health and ſtrength repair; 
And both his hands about me hold, 

Io ſhew his tender care. 


His left-hand for my ſupport he 
Beneath my head doth place; 

And for my comfort lendeth me 
His right-hand's ſoft embrace. 


His preſence brings a plenteous ſhow'r 
Of bleſſings from above; 

For now I'm guarded with his pow'r, 
And girded with his love. 


For my ſolace *gainſt ſin and death 
I feel his heav'nly charms; 

And for my ſafety underneath 
His everlaſting arms. 


Ver. 7. I charge you *, O ye daughters of Feruſalen, 
by the roes, and by the hinds of the field, that ye 
ſtir not up, nor awake my love }, till he pleaſe. 


Immortal love her reſt and room 
Does in my boſom take ; 

Woe to the fury that ſhall come 
This joyful reſt to break. 


Soon as the tim'rous hinds and roes 
Are ſcarr'd from ſleep and reſt, 

Would earth and hell this ſweet repoſe 
Maliciouſly infeſt. | 


O Salem's daughter's, then T pray, 
And charge you ſtand in awe 

To waken love, or do what m 
Make Jeius to withdraw. 


Yea, all about me I adjure, 
Profeflors and profane ; 
Excepting neither rich nor poor, 
The ſov'reign nor the ſwain : 
* Heb. Adjure you. 


T| The word my is a ſupplement, and the word /ove is in the 
feminine gender. She ſpeaks of Chriſt as /hat love eminently ; or, 


love in the abſtract: the original runs, that ye ftir not up nor awake 
love till it pleaſe. | 


VeR. 7, 8. Sonc of SoLOMON, 


By pleaſant roes and loving hinds, 
Affections emblem meet; 

By all that's dear to —_ minds, 
And ev'ry thing that's ſweet ; 


By all that's lovely in your eyes, 
j earneſtly obteſt, f : 
Since Jeſus in my boſom lies, 
Ye may not mar his reſt, 
Begone, Sin, Satan, earthly toys, 
Far be ye from — heart; 
Approach not to diſturb my joys, 
Nor cauſe my Lord depart. 


His ſmiles are free, he comes and goes, 
My happy hour is this: 

Why ſhould ye prove ſuch curſed foes 
To interrupt my bliſs ? 

My glorious Lord now fleeps within 
Mine arms of faith and love ; 

I charge myſelf, my heart, my fin, 
Not once to ſtir nor move. 

He may as ſov'reign countermand 
The ſignals of his grace; 

But never let a ſinful hand 
Of mine eclipſe his face. 


Let no deceitful luſts attend, 
To robe me of his charms; 
Nor curſed unbelief to rend 
My love out of mine arms. 


I all the ſpawn of hell explode, 
That would his reſt annoy ; 

O may I never grieve my God, 
Nor fin away my joy. 
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Verſe 8. J The voice of my Beloved! Behold, he cometh, 
leaping upon * the mountains, ſkipping upon the hills. 


Sweet was the reſt, but ſhort the ſtay, 
Of Jeſus my Belov'd ; 

Who lately in my boſom lay, 
But inſtantly remoy'd. 


* Or, ver. 


Uu 2 
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Thus doth my ſov'reign Lord declare 
The freedom of his charms, 
By ſlipping off, amidſt my eare 
To hold him in mine arms. 
Great hills, alas! now interveen 
Betwixt my Lord and me; 
His voice unheard, his face unſeen: 
Stop, ſtop; I hear, I ſee, 


The voice of my Beloved ſounds ; 
I know the charming lyre ; 

No mortal voice ſo ſweetly wounds 
And raviſhes mine ear. 


I hear the voice, I feel the dart, 
My breaſt begins to burn, 
The joyful ſound revives my heart 
With hopes of his return. 
In's volume, Lo! I come, ſaid he 4, 
And now TI ſee him move, 
In ſolemn triumph towards me, 
On wings of wondrous love. 
His coming in the eb I view, 
Glad Heav'n his march attends : 
And coming in the fpirit too, 
For, lo! the Dove deſcends. - | 
Dark ſhades adieu, bright morning ſprings, 
Behold the gilded ſphere ! 
Incarnate Love's perfumed wings : 
Now cleave the ſhady air. 
He over hills and mountains high 
Comes flying on the clouds, 
In ſtately pomp advancing nigh, 
Through all oppoſing crouds. 
Of principalities and pow'rs 
Nie makes an open ſhew ; 
Down, in his march, he throws the tow'rs 
Of hell's outragious crew. 
He ſkips o'er rocks without delay, 
Nor tacries he to climb ; 
For hills and mountains in the way 
Are but a leap to him, 
+ Pſalm xl. 9. 
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O'er heaps of ſin to run he deigns; 
O'er hills of guilt to fleece: | 
Nor death, nor hell, nor wrath reſtrains 
His loving march to me. | 


Ver. 9. My Beloved is like a roe, or a young hart :— 


When faith itſelf can hardly ſee 
What pow'r could ever pave. - 

The rocky mountains whereon he . - | 
Muſt come to ſeek and fave; | 


When manifold obſtructions met, 
My loving Jeſus made 
A ſtepping-ſtone of every let 
That in his way was laid.” 
O'er hills of fin and vales of grief, 
O'er mountains, rocks, and ſeas 
For my ſalvation and relief 
He runs, he leaps, he flies. '! '© -- 
O'er every Bether, high and low, 
That him and me did part, 10 
He marches like the bounding roe, 
Or loving youthful hart. 
To manifeſt that his delights 
Were with the ſons of men, 
He haſtens to reſtore-their rights, 
And rifle Satan's den. | 
No doubt remains of his good-will, 
Whoſe ſpeedy march does prove 
His joyful fondneſs to fulfil 
His purpoſes of love. 
When heinous treſpaſſes of mine, 
Make me conclude that he 
Will never any more inclinz 
Again to viſit me. 
And yet I ſee him haſting near, 
And ſmiling in my face; 
How can I but adore, admire, * 
And magnify his grace ! 
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— Behold, he ſtandeth behind our wall ; he looketh forth v 
at the windows, ſhewing f himſelf through the latteſs . 
Come, friends, admire how he renews 

The viſits of his grace, W 
And in what various forms he ſhews l 

The beauties of his face. | Hi 
His darkeſt ways will prove him kind ; | 

For, when he hides at all, 1h W 
He goes not far, but ſtands behind Is 

Our own partition-wall. Hy Ye 
Though we, alas! do build up high i 797 

The hiding wall of ſin: | I 
Yet he behind it, very nigh, 9 4 

Stand ready to come in. _, 9 W 


His feet no reſt can elſewhere take, 
But ſkiping, leaping, move, 
Till me the reſting-place he make, 
And centre of his love. _ | 1 


And though, while in this diſtant place, 
This vale of ſin and thrall, 
There's ſtill between me and his face 
A thick, a dark'ning wall; | 
Yet diſtance alters not his love, 
Nor ought abates his care, 
Which force him through the wall to move, 
And make a window there : 


That there, as through a deen ee 
However dark and dim, 

His eye of love to me may 
Mine eye of faith to him. 


Through latteſſes that light divide, a 


Through glorious goſpel-lines, 
A vail of fleſh, a pierced ſide, | £ 


His love, his beauty ſhines, 


Thus, like a beauteous flow'r in ſpring, 

He ſhews himſelf in ſtate, v 
Before the window flouriſhing, 

And growing through the grate. 


* Or rather, /ooketh in. + Heb. Fleariſhing. 


Verſe 10. My Beloved ſpake, as unto me ; Riſe 


up, my love, my fair one, and come away *. 


When my Beloved Jeſus nigh . 
Did to my ſoul appear, 

His matchleſs beauty charm'd mine eye, 
His gracious words mine ear. 


Why, though the ſweeteſt favours given 
Are in his felt embrace; 

Yet ſureſt intercourſe with heav'n 
Is by his word of grace. 


ll therefore ſing the words he ſaid, 
And his alluring art, 

Who me no ſilent viſit made, 
But ſpake into my heart. 


The joyful ſound my ſoul reſtor'd 
And heal'd to that degree, | 
| never will forget his word 
By which he quick'ned me. 


„ Riſe up, ſaid he, my pleaſant bride, 
And leave what thee annoys 

« Lay killing fears and damps aſide, 
And ſhare my quick*ning joys. 

“My love! there is no ſpot in thee 
« But what my grace ſhall hide; 

Thou art, and evermore ſhalt be, 
My fair and comely bride. 


And ſince thou'rt mine by ſolemn tye, 
« And I'm fo fond of thee, 

t ill becomes thee to be ſhy 
* And carry ſtrange to me. 


* Are mortal pleaſures worth thy ſtay ? 
Fly from their dying arms; 

* Haſte to my boſom, come away, 
* And ſhare immortal charms. 


Verſe 11. For, lo! the winter is paſt, the rain is over 
and gone. 


* 


* See Verſe 13. 
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« Come love, ſaid he, for now thy way 


cc 


cc 
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cc 
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40 
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cc 


0 
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« Is pleaſant, ſafe, and plain: 
Behold a fair, inviting day 

And heav'n above ſerene. 

Fear not the ſtorm ; for, ere I gave 
«© 'The gracious call to thee, 

Fair weather I commanded have, 
And calm'd the raging ſea. 


Thou haſt no dang'rous winter-flight, 
«© No drop of wrath to dread ; 
The ſtorm did with a vengeance light 
«© Down on thy Surety's head. 


So full did I my charge perform 

«© Once in thy room and place, 
That now no killing wrathful ſtorm 
Can blow upon my face. 


Tempeſtuous wrath and death is paſt, 
Stern jultice is appeas'd ; 

Since I courageous bore the blaſt, 
All Heav'n is fully pleas'd. 

I call thee not to fight and bleed, 
But, free of pain and toil, 

To follow thy victorious Head, 
And gather in the fpoil. 4; 
Yea, winter of diſertion's paſt, 

« And rain of trouble o'er, 

While by my preſence now thou haſt 
« An antepaſt * of glore. 


| Verſe 12. The flowers appear on the earth, the time of 


<c 


44 


the ſinging + of birds is come.— 


f 
Come, come; for now beloved bride, 
* By warming beams of grace, | 
The youthful ſpring with, flow'ry pride 
< Looks ſmiling in thy face. 


Or, Hretaſte. 
+ Heb. The time of inging is come. The word rendered fingings 


ſignifies alſo to prune, or crop. 
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« See lapſed nature's curſed earth, 
« Nipt with a winter-fall, 

Nou bleſt with buds of heav'nly birth 
And flow'rs around the ball. 


“ See Adam's dry and blaſted root, 

«© Where briers and thorns were rife, © 
Now bud and bear unfading fruit 

« Unto immortal life. 


« Lo! heav'n appears upon the ground 
Where hell grew up apace ; 

« While carthly hearts do now abound 
„With heav'nly flow'rs of grace. 

«© The fading trees of righteouſneſs 
&{© Reſume their fruitful life, 

„ While I the branches lop and dreſs, 
«© And bleſs the pruning knife. 


« The preſent time of peaceful ſpring 
From wintry bluſters free, 
Invite the heav'nly birds to ſing 
«© Upon the living tree. 


— And the voice of the turtle * is heard in our land. 


Lo! now is heard the heav'nly Dove, 
The ſacred Turtle's voice; 

© The joyful ſound of grace and love 
% Makes drooping hearts rejoice. _ 

* Reſounding echoes through the plain 
* From all my little doves, 

That in the valleys mourn amain, 
Melodious mulic proves. 

* Their hearts that could nor joy nor mourn, 
* So cloſe bound up and pent, ; 

Have now upon their Lord's return, 
* A joyful, mournful vent. 

As loving friends long diſtant do 
* Moſt joyful meet their wiſh, 

** Whoſe ſorrows during abſence, now 
+ Diſſolving, bleed afreſh : 


By the turtle, ſome underſtand the Spirit, ſome the bride. | 
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« So wreſtling tribes, in chearful mones, 
„ Their Lord approaching wait, 


„With joyful hearts, yet mournful tones, 


« As turtles meet their mate. 


« Sweet ſounds, alluring all that liſt, 
« Are heard on every hand, 

& Around the field that I have bleſt, 
& And ſtiPd, ImmanuePs land. 


Verſe 13. The jig-tree putteth forth her green figs, and 
the vine with the tender grape give a good ſmell.— 


«© Now, now is the accepted time, 
«© When heav'nly plants of grace 

«© All preſſing forward to their prime, 
And thriving, grow apace. 

«© The figs, though yet unripe for meat, 
« Appear in green array: 

« Young grapes unripe for drink, yet ſweet 
And ſav'ry ſcents convey. 

«© With joy the early ſprigs I ſee, 
The young and tender race; 

« And view with pleaſure in mine eye, 
The ſmalleſt buds of grace. 


% Yea, lo! the well-advanced ſpring 
„Does in abundance now, 

«© Not only flow'rs for pleaſure bring, 
* But fruits for profit too. 


The tiving vine inceſſant does 
To ev'ry branch diſpenſe, 

«© Moſt ſweet and on fred juice, 
«© From ſteams of hell to fence. 


« Are ſerpents ſaid to flee the ſmell 
Ol vines with fear and dread ? 
«© Perfumes of Heav'n's true Vine repel! 


«£ Th old ſerpent and his ſeed. 


—Ariſe, my love, my fair one, and come away &. 

„ Riſe, drooping bride, while ſpring ſo ſweet. 
In place of winter ſnell, 

* Does thus by various charms invite , 
« 'Thine eyes, and cars, and ſmell. 


See Verſe 10. 


A PARAPHRASE on the CRP. Il. Vt 


VER. 13, 14. SONG of SOLOMON, 345 


« Fair love, tis thee Pm fond to wed ; 
„ *Tis thee Pm loth to want: 

« Come to thy heav'nly mate, and bid 
All earthly loves avaunt. 


« Thy company and love to gain 
«© I am ſo ſtrongly bent, 

ce PII ſtill inſiſt, till I obtain 
« 'Thy full and free conſent. 


« Haſte to mine arms ; for, didſt thou move 
« As Pm to thee inclin'd, | 

« Thy heart would on the wings of love 
«© Outfly the haſty wind. 


Verſe 14. JO my dove that art in the clefts of the rock, 
in the ſecret places of the ſtairs, let me ſee thy coun- 
tenance, let me hear thy voice; for feet is thy 
voice, and thy countenance is comely. 


« My dove that in the lofty rock 
« Are wont to neſtle high, 

And to my wounds when, ſtorms provoke, 
* As ſhelt'ring holes to fly; 


&« In ſecret corners wont to vent 
Thy heart to me alone, 

“ Kindly to pour thy heavy plaint, 
And make thy humble mone : 

„O why doſt thou that built ſo high, 
& At every threat'ning ſhoke, 

So tim'rous now for ſhelter fly 
To any lower rock? 

Why, frighted from thy lofty neſt, 
“Jo lurking holes and clifts 

“ Doſt take, with ſhame and fear opprelt, 
“ Such vain and ſorry ſhifts ? 


„Look up, my dove; nor bluſh nor fear 
* Thy heav'nly mate to face, 

* Who wills thee boldly to appear 
* Before his throne of grace. 


Lift voice and count*napce both upright, 
„With confidence to me; 7 

* And let thy voice mine ears delight, 
* Thy countenance mine eye. 
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For ſweet's thy voice of pray'r and praiſe, 
«© Which pleaſe me more to hear, 

© Than ever choice melodious lays 
«© Could charm a mortal ear. 


«© Thy humbleſt mournful notes, my dove, 
„ Excel, in my eſteem, 
* Their higheſt ſtrains that artful rove 
„In orat'ry divine. 
« Thy countenance is alſo fair 
And comely in mine eyes; 
Though earthly minds with ſcornful air 
* Thy heav'nly mein deſpiſe. THT 


For, while my righteouſneſs complete 
" 17 ſtill thy robe renown'd, 

« My graces in thy count "nance meet, 
” JL caſt their luſtre round. 


Verſe 15. Take * us the foxes, the little foxes that ſpoi 
the vines ; for our vines have tender grapes. 


«© But ſince my bride's a tim'rous dove, 
Soon ſcarr'd and ſet aſtray ; | 
«© Care mult be taken to remove 
« The fright'ning beaſts of prey. 
“ Of hurtful foes a helliſh brood 
« Againſt her peace combines; 
« As in a vineyard foxes rude 
* Infeſt the feeble vines. 


« Let all concern'd in her and me 
* Soon, at our inſtance, ſeize 

© The foxes great and {mall they ſee 
«© That ſpoil the riſing trees. 


« Ye miniſters of my affairs, 
«© My vineyard who attend, | 

* I charge you guard againſt, the ſnares 
«* 'That do the vines offend, 


All erring teachers ſoon deſcry, 
* Deceitful workers check; 

« All falſe apoſtles take and try, 
* Refute, repel, reject. 


Tate, in the original, is in the plural number, tate ye, 


. 
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« No cunning ſpoilers ſlightly mark, 
No little foxes ſpare : 

« For theſe no ſmall deſtruction work, 
«© No little miſchief ſhare. 


« A little fox ſoon ſpoils and rents 
«© Small branches to the ſtump: 

A little leaven ſoon ferments 
And leavens all the lump. 


„Our vines have ſmall and tender grapes: 
And if the ſtrong, the big, 

« With much ado the hurt eſcapes, 
“ How hardly will the ſprig? 


Fach foul be alſo taught to catch 
Small foxes hid in heart; | 

« Vain thoughts, deceitful luſts, that hatch 
And gender grievous ſmart. 


« Their little riſing brats deſtroy, 
Their ſmall beginnings huſh ; 

* Elſe they the buds of grace and j joy, 
The tender branches cruſh. 


Verſe 16. J My beloved is mine, and I ani his; he 
feedeth * among the lilies f. | 


Such were the kindly words he ſpoke 
To give my ſoul repoſe ; 

Such was the order ſtri& he took 
With my diſturbing foes. 


I'll therefore boldly now affert, 
While vet he hides his face, 
And own his int'reſt in my heart, 

My int'reſt in his grace. 


Lo! I am his, and he is mine; 
Our titles are involv'd 

By myſtic union, ſo divine 
As cannot be diſſolv'd. 


Our mutual int'reſt firm abides, 
And will endure for ay; 

Hence, though behind the ſhades he hides, 
He is not far away. 


* Viz. Himſelf, or his people. 
That is, 41. people, or his ordinances. 
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Though heav'n the nobleſt banquet yields, 
Among his flow'rs above; 
Vet here amidſt his lily-fields 


He keeps his feaſts of love. 


Mongſt ſaints whoſe robes are lily-wlrite, 
By waſhing in his blood, 

To grace the feaſt is his delight, 
His meat, and drink, and food. 


With loving care his flocks he feeds 
Upon the fateſt place, 

Amongſt the faireſt lily-beds, 
The paſtures of his grace. 


By faith I wait my proper ſhare, 
When nought by ſenſe I ſee ; 

And argue from his paſt'ral care 
His loving mind to me. 


Ver. 17. * Until the day break Þ and the 8 flee 


away.— 


Among the lilies here below 
My Lord will feed and ſtay, 
Until eternal day ſhall blow 


Time's ſhady night away : 


Still therefore rays of joy remain, 
Tho” dampt with clouds of fear; 

Until he cleave the ſtarry plain, 
And on the clouds appear. 


Did ſaints of old, when wrapt in night, 


Believing, hope to ſee 
Incarnate Love's ſubſtantial light 
Make legal ſhadows flee ? 


*Tis done; and now the brighter ſky 
Makes goſpel. grace the pawn; 

That all remaining ſhades ſhall die 
And ſink in glory's dawn. 

Her fiery wheels, with ſpeedy flight, 
Shall o'er the ſhades be hurl'd; 

And deluges of dawning light 
O'erſpread the duſky world. 


* Theſe words are applicable either to the preceding or fol- 
lowing. + Heb. Þreathe, or blow. | 
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Let there be light, once more he'll ſay, 
Who firſt did gild the ball : 

Then up ſhall riſe the endleſs day, 
And down the ſhadows fall. 


Darkneſs the charge, no more to be, 
Shall hear, and ſoon obey; 

And clouds of fin and ſorrow flee 
Before the riſing day. 


The long dark nights that keep the field 
And domineer'd with might, 

Shall then reſign their place, and yield 
To everlaſting light. 


Ev'n ordinances ſweet ſhall paſs, 
Which darkly ſhew him here; 
For then he'll break the looking-glaſs, 


And face to face appear. 


Welcome, the great, the glorious ſtore; 
Adieu, ſweet little pawns: 

Il doubt, and fear, and fin no more, 
When glory's morning dawns. 


—Turn*, my Beloved, and be thou like a ree, or a 
young hart upon the mountains of Bether +. 


Kind Lord, till this bright morn appear 
To my eternal bliſs ; 

Till duſky ſhadows all retire 
And work no more diſtreſs : 


Turn, till this glorious break of day; 
O turn to me thy face; 
While in the ſhady vale I ſtay, 


Deny me not thy grace. 


While circling woes depreſs my ſoul 
To various darkſome urns : 

Let circling mercies round me roll, 
By various kind returns. 


O'er hills of fin, and guilt, and wo, 
That place us far apart, 

Come marching like the bounding roe, 
Or loving youthful hart. 


* Viz. As in a cirtuit, 


+} That is, / divifon, or ſeparation. 


— — — • ü¹wÜwlw..̃ L§ — ——_—_— 


350 APARAPHRASE on the CHAP. III. V1 


O'er mountains to their mates they move, 
They ſkip, they leap, they flee; f 

With equal cafe, and ſpeed, and love, 
Haſte o'er the hills to me. 


Though juſtly thou retire and hide, 
Thy favours ſtand unmov'd; 

I'll therefore, own I am thy bride, 
And thou art my Belov'd. 

Hence ſhall dividing hills and rents 
Between my ſoul and thee, 

Be to my faith but arguments 
To haſte thy march to me. 


Let mighty hills, o'er much to go 
Defies my feeble limbs, | 


Enhanſe the glory of the roe 
That rock and mountains climbs, 
Difficulties fo huge to we 
I never can remove, 
Be but occaſions fair to thee 
To ſhew thine active love. 
Let riſing mountains haſte the vie 
Of all-ſurmounting might: 
And ev'ning ſhades, the falling dew 
Of love, till morning light. 


CH: AP; 


TheChurch's Fi ght and Victory in Temptati- 
on.— she glorieth in CHRIST. 


The CaurRcn's Words. 


Ver. 1. By night on my bed I fought him whom my ſoul 
loveth : I fought him; but I found him not. 


WW ſhadows dark, and mountains high, 
With ſtern united might, 
Conſpir'd to hide him from mine eye 
Whoſe abſence is my night; 
Upon my drowſy bed alone, 
Amidſt my flumbers toſt, 
I fought him; but my ſlothful mone 
And lazy labour loſt. 


Vr . 1, 2. SONG of SOLOMON. 351 


Love acting ſuch a languid part 
I felt a ſtrange diſeafe j n 


An abſent Lord, a careleſs heart, 
And reſt without releaſe. 

juſtly the darling of my ſoul, 
Still rolling in my mind, 

Did my dull ſuit again controul: 
I ſought ; but could not find. 


Verſe 2. I will riſe now, and go about the city, in the 
reets and in the broad ways ; I will ſeek him whom 


my ſoul laveth : T ſought him ; but I found him not. 


Since my Beloved won't be found 
In ſuch a fleepy road, 

P11 rouſe, and riſe, and go around 
The city of my God. 
More life and vigour than before, 
Through grace, I will diſplay ; 
And in my ſearch frequent no more 
This lazy, formal way. 

But, ſhaking oft my drowſy chains, 
About his courts I'll move, 

With more activity and pains, 
To ſeek my deareſt Love. 

I'll ev'ry ſecret corner trace, 
And ſearch the public ſtreet, 

The ordinances of his grace, 
Till I my Saviour meet. 

In mere reſolves I did not ſift, 
But ſought him here and there ; 

Yet, ah! the God of Jacob mill, 
Ev'n in the houſe of pray'r. 

So much did former lazineſs 
To preſent loſs redound, 

That in the moſt divout addreſs 
He was not to be found. 


Verſe 3. The watchmen that go about the city found me : 
to whom I ſaid, Saw ye him whom my ſoul loved. 


Vor. X. Yy 


* 
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Then was I (while I roam'd abroad) 
By faithful watchmen found, 

Who in the city of their God 

Perform'd their painful round. 


To whom I cry'd, with great reſpect, 
“ Ye pilots of the blind, 

« Can ye my wand'ring ſteps dire& 
My deareſt love to find? 

& 1] hope, ye who with heav'nly art 
„Still tread the holy ground, 

„% Well know the darling of my heart, 
„and where he may be found. 


„ When my Belov'd is hid from you, 
„ What paths, what means of grace; 

„ What courſe do ye yourſelves purſue 
To ſee his lovely face? 


<« Tell me, ye watchmen of the night, 
„ pray you, tell me where 

« Did ye cſpy my ſoul's delight? 
„That I may ſeek him there. 

« O happy ſtars, if ye might be 
« My guides to Jeſus now! 

e Seers, did ye my Saviour ſee ? 
% Pray, tell me where and how? 


But, ah! no lips of ſaints, or prieſts, 
My preſent plaint could ſtay; 

All were but dry and empty breaſts, 
While Jeſus was away. 

My teachers left me ti]! in doubt, 

While he withheld his grace; 

Even when their doctrine found me out, 
And touch'd my very caſe. | 


Though public means no preſent ſtop 
Put to my bleeding wound ; 

Yet, lo! the healing dew they drop 
I ſoon in private found. 


| Verſe 4. It was but a little that ] paſſed from them, but 


1 found him whom my ſoul loaveth >— 


APARAPHRASE on the Cup. III. 


Ve R. 3, 4. SoNG of SOLOMON, 


When public ordinances fail'd 
In eaſtng my complaints; 
When little to my help avail'd, 

Or miniſters or ſaints: 


When means and duties could not do, 
Though uſeful in their place, 

As open inns; and precious too, 
As ſweet canals of grace: 


Jet, proving as to ſucceſs weak, 
Beyond them all I paſt, 

A little further ſtep to make, 
And found my Love at laſt. 


When outward conduit- pipes could vent 
No drop to help my need, 

The little ſtep I further went 
Was to the fountain-head. 


For paſſing. through the brittle reeds, 
And but a little ſpace ; 

And looking o'er the ſervant's heads, 
I ſaw the Maſter's faec. 


My truſt in means did from them pals, 
A higher rock to climb; 

But through them, as the looking- olaſs, 
I fixt mine eyes on him. 


How ſoon through goſpel teleſcopes 
Faith did his glory ſpy ; 
Diſmiſſing all inferior hopes, 
My heart purſu'd mine eye. 


I found my ſoul's beloved chaſe, 
In all his pleaſing charms ; 

Then joyful flew to his embrace, 
And graſp'd him in mine arms. 


— I held him *, and would not let him go,— 


His preſence, which by faith and prayer, 

| ſought ſo much to gain; 
Now, when enjoy'd, with equal care 

] labour'd to retain. 


* Viz. firm, as a man doth his poſſeſſion. 
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I wept for joy to ſee his face; 7 
And, like a kindly bride, 
Inclos'd him faſt in mine embrace, , 


And preſt him to abide. 

His preſence did ſuch bliſs imply, 
His abſence ſuch a bane ; 

I now reſolv'd that he and I 
Should never part again. 

I faw his ſmiling face, where ſtood . 
A thouſand lovely charms ; 

And melted down into a flood 
Of pleaſure in his arms. 

And, lighting now on Jacob's road, 
Did <qual fervour ſhow ; 

] wept and wreſtled with my God, 
And would not let him go f. 

In heat of battle for the bliſs, 
On pleaſant Bethel plains ; 

J held him by his faithfulneſs, 
The girdle of his reins. 

And while I made his truth my ſhield, 
His word of grace my ſtay; 

The God of Jacob deign'd to yield, 
And could not fay me nay. 

Of freedom great without offence 
Allowing me my fill: 

With holy, humble violence 
I won him to my will. 


A 


—Until I had brought him into my mother*s houſe, and 
into the chambers of her that conceived me. 


While ſuch a banquet I enjoy'd, 
Such pow'r with God in pray'r, 

My court and moyen * I employ'd 
That others too might ſhare, 

Rememb'ring, while I ſuck'd the comb, 
My ſtarving friengs in jail; ; 

] brought him to my mother's home, 
H.s largeſſes to deal; 


+ Gen, z:xii. 23. — 29. Hof. it. 4. - ® [ntercft. 
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d' 


That all my relatives might taſte 
My preſent wondrous bliſs, 

Who faint with famine in the waſte 
And howling wilderneſs, 


With ardent zeal beſought I him, 
To let his bleſling fall 
On myſtical Jeruſalem, 
The mother of us all. 
'Tis writ in Zion's infant-roll, 
This man and that man there 
Was born again t; and there my ſoul 
Firſt drew the vital air. 


I therefore beg'd, her offspring free 
Might have with peaceful days, 
The pleaſure of his company 
In his approved ways. 


His preſence to her houſe I ſought, 
Its ruins to repair ; 
To ſtrengthen what his hands had wrought, 
And ſhew his glory there. 
I pray'd him to my native home, 
As his belov'd reſort ; 
Nor did my Lord refuſe to come 
And grace his ſacred court. 


For there he fill'd oft to the brim 
My cup of joy; and there 
His love to me, and mine to him, 
Did mutual tokens ſhare, 
I found, to my experience glad, 
That, in the wreſtling way, 
The God of Jacob never ſaid 
The ſeed of Jacob, nay. | 


Verſe 5. I charge you, O ye daughters of Feruſalem, by 


the roes, and by the hinds of the field, that ye ſtir 
not up nor awake my love till he pleaſe &. 
My Lord does now his joyful reſt 
In Zion's boſom take; 


Wo to the fin, th' unwelcome gueſt, 
This ſweer repoſe ſhall break. 


+ Pom hzzwii x. 
dec Chap. ii 7. the ſame words; but here thry relate to Chriſt's preſ. ace 
in the church, the mother's houſe, that that be not marred, 
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Ye daughters of Jeruſalem, 
That love to him profeſs, 

Take care you do not loſe the gem, 
The joy that ye poſſeſs. 


While ſome delight in hinds and roes, 


| And from alarms would ſhield 
Their ſoon- diſturbed, ſoft repoſe, 
Upon the open field. 


Shall we awake our deareſt Love, 
With vain and earthly noiſe, 

That may provoke him to remove, 
And daſh our preſent joys? 


If ſome affect the rural charms 

And pleaſures of the field, 

A dearer love is in our arms 
J han ever earth could yield. 


If they their pleaſing trifles would 
All undiſturb'd enjoy ; 

Shan't we our deal darling hold 
And hug without annoy ? 


Ye then that of my mother's houſe 
The ſons and daughters are, 
Be careful, while che ſtays with us, 

Leſt ye the pleaſure mar. 


While he vouchſafes to be our gueſt, 
And grace our public inn, 

Let none of us diſturb his reſt; 
By Heav'n-provoking ſin. 

In love he comes and goes, and ſo. 
May leave his holy hilt : 

But woe to us if off he go 
In wrath, againſt his will. 


His will and pleaſure is a law, 
To which we mutt ſubmit : 
But never tempt him to withdraw, 


Until he judge it fit. 


The Companions Wordt. 
Verſe 6. J i this * that cometh out of the wilder. 
Ibis, here, is in the feminine grader; . d. Whois sA E that cometh up? &e. 


FA 
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neſs like pillars of ſmoke, perfumed with myrrh and 
frankincenſe, and all powders of the merchant ? 


What bride is this, in bright aray, 
With precious bleſſings ſtor'd, 
That gives us ſolemn charge to pay 

Such homage to her Lord? 


Up from the deſart ſee her move, 
And climb the azure ſkies; 

As from the glowing altar's ſtove 
The ſmoaky pillars riſe. 


Her heart inflam'd with holy fire 
In the devouteſt mode, 

Adventures boldly to aſpire 
Unto the throne of God. 


As tow'ring ſmoke in air ſerene, 
With ſtately rifing heads, 
Majeſtic mounts above the plain 
In lofty pyramids : 
See how her warm'd affections tow'r 
And, with a heav'nly air, 
Contempt on earthly glory pour, 
As worthleſs of her care. 
Perfum'd with myrrh and incenſe ſweet, 
She ſmells like flow'ry ſpring, 
With ſav'ry graces, odours meet 
To entertain her King. 
No precious powders from afar, 
Of which the merchant boaſts, 
Like theſe her grateful odours are, 
Brought from IMManueL's coaſts. 
So wondrous are the charms we ſpy, 
So rich the broider'd robe; 
Her darling ſplendor blinds our eye, 
And blazes o'er the globe. 


The CHuRcn?s Words. 
Ver. 7. Behold his bed * which is Solomon's, — 


* See Chap. i. 16. | 


3538 APARAPHRASE on the Char. 11 IVI 
O friends, what mean yon, with ſurpriſe, 


On mortal me to gaze? 
From borrow'd beauty tura your eyes 


To uncreated rays. 


Behold the King magnificent, 
Who me ſo richly clad; 

Whom Solomon the opulent &, 
Did typify and ſhade. 

Come, ſee his equipage prepar d, 
And enſigns of renown; 

His ſtately bed, his royal guard 
His chariot, and his crown. 

His bed of ſtate in Zion ſtands, 
Within the royal court; 

For there the bleſſing hrav'n commands, 
There is his lov'd reſort. 


There, ſtill remains, as prophets vouch, 
And holy ſcriptures tell, 

The Heir of heav'n's embroider'd couch 

For hugging heirs of hell. 

This is my reſt, here will I flay, 

In ſacred lines he ſaid ; 

And, till he can his word unſay, 
He'll never change his bed. 


"Tis here, with pleaſure unexpreſt, 
Our mutual loves combine, 

On caſy downs of holy reſt, 
And fellowſhip divine, 

The furniture and coſt immenſe 
About the bed may clear, 

An infinitely greater Prince 
Than Solomon is here. 


—Threeſcore valiant men are about it, of the waliant of 
Tjracl. Verſe 8. They all hold ſwords, being ex- 


pert in war; every man hath his ſword upon his 


thigh, becauſe of fear in the night. 
Bekold the royal guard, to fence 
His bed on ev'ry fide ; 
To ſhew the ſplendor of the Prince, 
The ſafety of the bride. | 
* Rich. + Pſalm exxxii. 14. 


/ 
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A num'rous hoſt of nobler nights 
Than Solomon's brigade 

Of fixty valiant Iſraelites 
Around his iv'ry bed. 


For, lo! the reſting-place to guard 
The hoſts of God combine ; 

Thouſands of angels all prepar'd, 
And attributes divine. 


The loweſt rank that rails the bed 
Are watchmen of the night, 

Who ſtand as ſentries in the ſhade, 
Until the morning-light. 


Of theſe the faithful to their Prince 
No naked ſoldiers are, 

But arm'd complete for bold defence, 
As mighty ſons of war, 


By long experience {kilful,grown 
They in the field command ; 

And val'rous for the heav'nly crown 
They fight with ſword in hand. 


The Spirit's ſword each ready wears 
Cloſe girded by his ſide, 

The word of God, to ſtill the fears 
Of Jeſus” royal bride. 


When nightly dread her quiet mar, 
Their ſwords ſilence the fright, 

And from the -holy ſpot debar 
The terrors of the night. 


Yea, Zion's King himſelf acclaims 
To be their ſhield and ſhade ; 

His blood, his word, his oath, his names 
Detend the royal bed. 

The ſentry is almighty wings, 
For & ſubſidy prepar'd: 

What ſleeping couch of earthly kings 
Can boaſt of ſuch a guard ? 

Amidſt night-ſhades that fear ſuggeſt, 
Amidlt + menacing harms, 

They ly ſecure, whoſe bed of reſt 
Is ſtrong IuMANUEL's arms. 


Help or aid. + Threatening. 
* O L. . 2 2 
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360 APARAPHRASE on the ChAr. II * 
Ye that my bright aray deſcry, : 


See, ſee, his guarded bed; [ 
Where I in eaſe and ſafety ly, 

Beneath his garment ſpread. | 

] 


Verſe 9. King Solomon made himſelf a charid of 1h 
wood of Lebanon, Verſe 10. He made the ji. 
lars thereof of filver, the bottom thereof of gold 
the covering of it of purple; the midſt theraf 
being paved with love for the daughters of Feru. 
ſalem. 


Ye that, amaz'd at my aſcent, 
Stand gazing to the ſky, 

Come ſee the engine eminent, 
By which I mount ſo high. 


Lo, here! beſide the reſting-place 
And bed to lay me ſoft, 

Are flying chariot-wheels of grace. 
To bear my ſoul aloft. 


Our Solomon, the Prince of peace, 
Ihe King of Zion fam'd, 
For his renown, and my releaſe, 
A itately chariot fram'd. 


He who for pleaſure made the bed, 
For peace who ſet the guard. 

For folemn pomp and cavalcade, 

This glorious engine rear'd. 


He, congruous to his old decree, 
For ſhewing forth his praiſe, 
A cov'nant firm, of promiſe free, 

Did like a chariot raiſe. 


None fram'd of Leb'non's fineſt wood 
By wiſelt engineers, 

Could <qual this, ſo gay, ſo good, 
And firm to endleſs years. 

The pillars thereof, for the eaſe 
And ſupport of the weak, 

Are precious ſilver promiſes, 
That will nor bow nor break. 
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Its bottom is a ground- work ſure 
Of pure and ſolid gold, 

From bankrupt begg' ry to ſecure, 
From falling through t' uphold. 
Its cov'ring ſafe from fin to ſhroud, 
And ſure from-wrath to hide, 

Is purple dye, the ſcarlet flood, 
From Jeſus' wounded fide. 

For Salem's race (though ſome purblind 
Its outſide pomp but move,) 

The midſt unſeen 1s pav'd and lin'd 
With velvet ſeats of love. 


He who to ſhew his kindneſs freſh 
For human brats abroad, 

Came riding in a car of fleſh, 
The high, the humble God ; 

Now for his bride a chariot fair 
Of goſpel-grace provides 

In which he conqu'ring ev'ry where, 
And ſhe triumphing rides. 


Verſe 11. Go forth, O ye daughters of Zion, and behold 
king Solomon with the crown wherewith his mother 
crowned him in the day of his eſpouſals, and in the 
day of the gladneſs of his heart. 

King Jeſus” royalties each one, 

O Zion's daughters ſee ; 
The bed, the guard, the couch, the crown 
Preſented to your eye. 


Behold my King, you'll ſtrange the leſs 
To ſee my bright array ; 

"Tis fit I now appear in dreſs, 
His coronation-day. 

Go forth in heart, from earthly toys, 
From ſelf, that airy thing ; 

From ſinful pleaſures, dying joys, 
And fee the living King. 

To him whom mother Zion bore, 
The crown does appertain ; 

His father to his mother ſwore, 
That Solomon ſhould reign. 

Lz 2 
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Behold the King, with wonder auch 
Whoſe glory cannot fade, | 

Jeſus through Solomon the type, 
The ſubſtance through the ſhade. C1 

Come ſee, believe, admire, adore. 8 | 
Heav'n glad'ning homage pay, 

To match his mother's crown he wore 
Upon his nuptial day. 

The day wherein he bleſt the earth, 
And won his bride apart, 

When ſhe him met with holy mirth, 
And he rejoic'd in heart. 

The ſaints, who do his image bear, - 
Proclaim the high renown 

Of Zion's King ; who deigns to wear 
Their praiſes as his crown. 

They act the fond & maternal part, 
In joint applauding bands; 

The . nly babe, form d in their bow, | 
Is crown'd with both their hands. 


His wedding and his crowning day 
The pompous. joys unite ; | 

To pourtray him the lovely way 
Where grace and grandeur meet, 


Once bound unto the altar's horns 
A victim for our dues, 

His head was crown'd with cruel thorns. 
By's mother-church the Jews. 


But pleaſure now his pains repay, . 
And pomp that ſuits him well, - 
His Father's crown, with ſov'reign ſway 
O'er heav'n, and earth, and hell, 


Glad and motherly. 


VER. I. 80 F SO LOMO. 363 


C H A OP. 
CHRIST ſetteth forth the Graces of the 


Church.—He ſheweth his Love to her,— 
The Church prayeth to be made fit for his 


Preſence. 


CurIsT' 8 Words. 


Verſe 1. Behold, thou art fair, my love; behold, thou 
art fair; theu haſt doves eyes within thy locks: thy 
hair is as a flock of goats that appear from mount Gilead. 


Y Love, who flighteth gaudy fame, | 
Doſt human praife elch, | 
From zeal to magnify, my name, 
And give to me my due: 


Thy name no detriment ſuſtains 
By travail mine to raife; | 

For, lo! I now return thy pains, , 
By crowning thee with praile. 


My truth, that can't the falſe decoy. 
Of flattering. lips approve, 

Aſſerts, to animate thy joy, 
Thou art my ſpotleſs love. 

Lo! thou art fair; lo! thou art fair! 
Twice fair thou art, I fay; . 

My righteouſneſs and graces are 
Thy double bright array- 


Though thou a ſpotted leopard, 
And black thyſelf doſt ſtile 
Yet, as a mark of my regard. 
count thee free of guile. 


When to a dog, a mite, a gnat, 
Thou doft ” ſelf compare, 

And call thyſelf a. helliſh brat; 
Ev'n then I call thee fair. 


Thy trembling faith will ſcarcely own 
My comlineſs on thee ; 


Behold, behold ! twice be it Known, 
Thou art all fair in me! 
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I ſee the beauties of the dove 
"Thee decks without diſguiſe ; 

For there devout affections move, 
Like turtles charming eyes. 


So modeſt, humble, pure, and chaſte, 
80 faithful to their mate ; ; 

On me alone they fix and reſt, 
And all my rivals hate. 


Thy beauteous eyes, vail'd with thy locks, 
She with ſobriety: 

And heav'nly beauties fineſt ſtrokes, 
From oſtentation free. 


Gay, like a comely flock of goats 
On Gilead's ſtately height, 

Is thine adorning hair, that notes 
Thy geſture ſhining bright. 


No artful curls, no pamper*d hair, 
The pride of mortal clay, 

Can parallel the heav'nly air 
Of thy well-ordered way. 


Ver. 2. Thy teeth are like a flock of. PA tht are even 
ſhorn, which came up from the waſbing ; where 
every one bear twins, and none is barren among 


them. 


The world, ſtruck with thy beauty, may 
Believe thy paſture good, 
Did they thy grinders white ſurvey 
That champ the heav'nly food. 
Thy teeth, the bread-of life that cull, 
And eager eat my fleſh, 
Are acts of faith, in number full, 
In nature fair and freſh. 
Thy prieſts, the living bread who yo: 
And nurſe the babes new-born; 
When by an equal law they act 
Like evenly teeth adorn. 
None does his fellow over- grow, 
Wry'd from his proper place; 
But all, as equal grinders, ſhow 
Due pains to feed thy race. 


j 
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They hold a comely paritie, 

Nor orderleſs moleſt, 
As proud o'ertopping teeth would be 
Like prelates o'er the reſt. 


Thine active zeal, yet mild doth keep 
A juſt equality; 

Like ev'nly rounded flocks of ſheep, 
New paſt the ſhearer's eye. 


Thy purity exceeds their fleece 
Waſh'd in the cryſtal flood; 
Thy fruits of holineſs and peace 

Outvie their num'rous broad. 


There does not in the flock appear 
One fruitleſs barren womb : 

But all by twins their product bear, 
And lead them bleeting home. 


Verſe 3. Thy lips are like a threed of ſcarlet, and thy 
ſpeech is comely : thy temples are like a piece of a 
pomgrenate within thy locks. 


I view'd thy heauteous moving lips, 
Inſtructing Salem's race, 

And dropping pureſt nectar + ſips, 
In ſav'ry words of grace. 


Thence ſacred pray'rs and praiſe proceed, 
So grateful unto God 

Thy lips are like a ſcarlet threed 
Dy'd with atoning blood. 

Theſe balmy lips, with pleafing voice, 
Shrill in devotion's path, 

Salute mine ears with ſecret joys: 
And ſpread a fragrant breath. 

Thy ſpeech, in praiſe, to my renown ; 
And pray'r for bliſs from me; 

In ſacial words, to make me known; 
Shews grace with gravity. 


+ A pleaſant liquor; delightful in taſte, colour, and ſmell; an- 
tiently, feigned to be drunk by the gods, and that whoſoever 
drank of it ſhould become immortal. | 
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Hence granate- like, thy temples fair, 
Vail'd in thy locks appear; 

While ruddy bluſhes deck thy pray'r, 
When none but God can hear. 

From men thou hid'ſt thy roſy cheeks, 
Which ſhame for ſin doth fluſh; 

Yet, ſpite of maſks, thy mein detects 
Thy beauteous holy bluſh, 


Verſe 4. Thy neck is like the tower of David, \builded 
for an armoury, whereon there hang a thouſand 
bucklers, all ſhields of mighty mens 


Beſides thy coral lips and cheek's 
Thy tw'ring iv'ry neck, 

Fram'd like a heav'nly ſtructure, ſpeaks 
Wiſdom its architect. 


This neck of precious faith excells 

8 David's ſtately tow'r; 

It holds the glorious Head, and dwells 
Upon the rock of pow'r. 


As that was for an arm'ry built 
Of warlike weapons bright, 

Where hung a thouſand bucklers gilt, 
All ſhields of men of might. 


So this moſt vig*rous faith of thine 
More conqueſt by my names, 

My words, and attributes divine, 
Than many ſhields acclaims. 


Defenſive arms, in ev'ry caſe, 
Within this tow'r abound ; 

With weapons of victorious grace, 
And bulwarks built around. 


Thy neck of faith aſſimulates 
An arm'ry built upright. 
It ſtands renown'd for valiant feats, 
And boldeſt acts of might. 
Faith joining her almighty king, 
Safe, ſpite of fears, can dwell; 
And viewing death, without a ſting, 
Defy the gates of hell. 


A PARAPHRASE on the CHAP, IV. 


VER 
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tel 
nd 


Verſe 5. Thy two breaſts are like two young roes that 
are twins, which feed among the lilies &. 


Thy breaſts of love reſemble roes 
Both young 2 twins: 

In thee ſuch equal ardour glows, 
For God, and 'gainſt thy ns, 


Thou op'neſt frank a twofold breaſt, 
Two teſt'ments, and two ſeals ; 

Which to thy children yield a feaſt 
Of milk for daily meals. 


Thine equal breaſts delightful feed, 
With milk of ſweet ſolace 

In juſt proportion to the need 
Of all the babes of grace. 


Among my flocks, the lilie- fields, 
Where I with pleaſure feaſt, 

Thy wholeſome converſation yields 
Sweet food with open breaſt. 


Verſe 6. Until the day break , and the ſhadows flee a- 
way, Iwill get me to the mountains of myrrh, and 
to the bill of frankincenſe, 


I heard thy former warm requeſt, 
To haſte the ſhades away ; 

Or, during night, abide thy gueſt 
Until the break of day. 

Thy pray'r ſtill in mind I bear, 
To which no longer mute ; 

As then I bent my liſt'ning ears, 
So now I grant thy ſuit, 

In Zion mount my feet ſhall ſtay, 
And there I'll lodge with thee, 

Until the dawn of glory's day 
That ſhades of ſorrow flee. 


There will I ſme!l the ſavour ſweet 
Of active grace and prayer; 
For Zion is my choſen ſeat, 
PH reſt for ever there 


* See Chap. vil. 3. + Heb. breathe. 
Vo I. X. Aaa 
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Accepted off' ring all mature 
My holy hill ſurround, 

Perfum'd with myrrh and incenſe pure, 
That ſpread their odours round. 


No ſpice ſo much delights the ſmell 
As incenſe ſmoking there: 

Still, therefore, ſhall my Spirit dwell 
Within the houſe of pray'r. 


The mount of incenſe, hill of myrrh, 
My grace ſhall ſtill adorn : 

Nor thence will I decamp or ſtir, 
Till glory's nuptial morn ; 

Till to my royal courts above 
My trumpet call thee up, 

To conſummate our endleſs love, 
And drink full pleaſure's cup. 


Verſe 7. Thou art all fair, my love; there is no ſpot 
in thee. 


My love, thou ſeem'ſt a loathſome worm: 
Yet ſuch thy beauties be, 

I ſpoke but half thy comely form; 
Thour't wholly fair in me. 

Whole juſtify*d, in perfect dreſs ; 
Nor juſtice, nor the law 


Can in thy robe of righteouſneſs 
Diſcern the ſmalleſt flaw. 

Yea, ſanctify'd in ev'ry part, 
Thou'rt perfect in deſign : 

And I judge thee by what thou art 
In thy intent and mine. 

Fair love, by grace complete in me, 
Beyond all beauteous brides ; 

Each ſpot that ever ſullied thee 
My purple veſture hides. 


Verſe 8. J Come * with me from Lebanon, my ſpouſe ; 
with me from Lebanon : look from the top of Amana, 
rom the top of Shenir and Hermon, from the lions 
dens, from the mountains of the leopards. 


The words here may be rcad by way of promiſe, Thou ſhalt come with me 


ot 
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Fair conſort, did I thee betroth? 
And get thy heart and hand? 

I urge thee by thy marriage-oath 
Regard my kind command. 


Come, come with me from Lebanon, 
This mount of vanity: 
Faith's object, things unſeen, unknown, 
More ſuit thy high degree. 
Come from this world's bewitching heights; 
O new- born ſoul forget | 
The pompous fopp'ries, gay delights, 
Toys of thy native ſtate. 
Are mortal pleaſures worth thy ſtay, 
Or dying ſhades and toys, 
When I invite thy heart away 
To ſhare immortal joys ? 


By faith look from Amana's top, 
From Shenir, Hermon fair ; 

Thence over Jordan look with hope, 
Where Zion's glories are. 


Let me alone poſleſs thy heart, 
Leave ev'ry lion's den; 

From theſe wild leopard-hills depart, 
The place of furious men. 


All worldly joys are overweigh'd 
With hills of vexing care, 

And under gaudy pleaſures hide 
Some ghaſtly dang*rous ſnare. 


Let blinded moles, in earthen hills, 
Their mould'ring ſtore purſue, 


And lick the duſt that never fills ; 
Bid thou mole-hills, adieu. 


Ill thee to higher bliſs exalt, 
For ever with the Lord: 


Come, come thou muſt ; and come thou ſhalt, 


My love's thy drawing cord. 
Verſe 9. Thou haſt & raviſhed my heart, my fiſler, my 


ſpouſe ; thou haſt raviſhed my heart with one of 


thine eyes, with one chain of thy neck. 
* Or, taken away my heart, 
Aaa2 5 
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Thy fellowſhip's my fond deſire, | 
Thus ſu'd by kindly calls; 

Becauſe my vanquiſh'd heart on fire 
Thy beauty's captive falls. 


I cannot ſee with pleaſure, love, 
Thy feet on mountains roam; 
Nor can I reſt, until above 
My palace be thy home. 


I own, my ſpouſe, and ſiſter dear, 
Unſham'd my brother-hood ; 

We're doubly fib, our kindred's near 
By marriage and by blood. 


Thou haſt, my Father being thine, 
In's love a filial part; 

And l'm, (thou haſt ſo much of mine,) 
Scarce maſter of my heart. 


To thee I bear a love intenſe, 
Ev'n to the laſt degree: 

Thou, in effect, by violence 
Haſt rapt my heart from me. 


Of all created beauties brave 
E'er faſhion'd by my hand, 

None like thy comely graces have 
My heart at ſuch command. 


One glance of thy believing eye, 
Once chain of thy fair neck, 

Part of thy form has raviſh'd me; 
How mult the whole affect 

Thy pow'rful faith and love detains 
My heart trapt, yet enlarg'd, 

With ſtrong delights and pleaſing chains, 
Pm conquer'd and o'er-charg'd. 


Verſe 10. How fair is thy love, my fifter, my ſpouſe ! 
how much better is thy love than wine! and the 
ſmell of thy ointments, than all ſpices . 


Dear relative, thou in whoſe veins 
My blood and ſpirit run, 

Bound to my heart by various chains, 
PI in thy praife go on. 
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How fair ! how grateful unto me 
Are all thy fruits of love! 

Thy love beyond compare I ice, 
And with my heart approve. 


My love divine was in thine eye 
Preferr'd to richeſt wine; 

And, not to be behind with thee, 
PII ſpeak the praiſe of thine. 


Thy love excells the choiceſt wine 
That chears man's heart apace ; 
For, lo! this fervent grace of thine 

Can God's own heart folace : 


No wine of oft 'rings once pour'd out 
Did ſuch acceptance win, 

As does thy ſhining life without, 
From burning love within. 


All graces ſweet thy love attend, 
By me acceptance find, 

And forth their fragrant odours ſend, 
Like oil of pureſt kind. 


The holy unction pour'd on thee 
Yields to my heart a feaſt, 

And ſmells more + redolent to me 
Than ſpices of the caſt. 


As ſtreams into the ſpring reflow, 
To me is thy recourſe : 

I call thee fair, who made thee ſo; 
My love's of thine the ſource. 

Thy love's my due, becauſe of old 
With men were my delights 3 

I joy'd in loves I ſhould behold, 
Now charm'd I'm with the fights. 


Heart-piercing love of ancient riſe 
Thou didſt fo much engroſs 

The wounds of love made me deſpiſe 
The torments of thy croſs. 


Ver. 11. Thy lips, 0 my ſpouſe, drop as the honey-comb ; 
honey and milk are under thy tongue, and the ſmell 
of thy garments is lize the ſmell of Lebanon. 


Sweet, or ſavoury. 
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O ſpouſe, thy love with lovelineſs 
Is mix'd in word and walk; 
My _— takes pleaſure to expreſs 
How I approve thy talk. 
Drops from my lips diſtill'd, with eaſe, 
To faints more ſweetneſs yield, 
Than honey-combs which buſy bees 
Suck from the flow'ry field. 


Both Canaan's bleſſings glide below 
Thy ſweet inſtructive tongue: 
For thence do milk and honey flow, 
To feed and feaſt thy young. 


Thy heart ſtill with thy tongue agrees, 
To fill the flowing tide, 

And ſhew thou art, without diſguiſe, 
My fair and fertile bride, 


Such is thy wonted holy ſtrain, 
Refreſhing pleaſures load, 

Thy language in diſcourſe with men, 
And duty towards God. 

Cloath'd with my righteouſneſs, thy ſmell 
Is like a field of bliſs: | | 

And hath with this, to deck thee well, 
A robe of ſav'ry grace. BY 


Hence ſtill abroad thy favour flies 
In work and practice fair, 

Which Lebanon's perfumes outvies, 
That ſcents the circiing air. 


As there, ſweet-ſmelling trees and flow'rs 
Did, fann'd with gales, abound; 

Thy goſpel-walk ſweet odours pours 
To God and man around. 


Verſe 12. A garden incloſed is my her, my ſpouſe ; 


ſpring ſhut up, a fountain ſealed. 


My bride's a garden of ſolace, 
Where fruits and flow'rs abound ; 

A ſacred ſpot, incloſs'd by grace, 

Well fenc'd and wall'd around. 
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From common earth ſequeſtrate quite, 
Reſerved for my uſe; 

Preſerved alſo by my might, 
From vi'lence and abuſe. 

A ſpring, diffuſing cryſtal ſtreams, 

Does midſt the garden ſwell ; 

Shut up from ſultry hurtful beams, 

And feet would taint the well, 


A fountain ſeal'd for ſecrecy, 
T' enhance the worth unſeen : 
For ſhelter and ſecurity, 
To keep it pure and clean. 


My privy-ſeal was ſtamp'd thereon, 
That bliſs which heav'n commands 
Abroad from thence in rills may run, 

And ſtreams o'er diſtant lands. 


As me the Father ſeald to ſpread 
For hungry ſouls Heav'n's food; 
So Zion's ſprings are ſeal'd, to ſhed 

On thirſty ground a flood. 


Verſe 13, 14. Thy plants are an orchard of pomegra- 
nates, with pleaſant fruits, camphire with ſpike- 
nard ; ſpilenard and ſaffron, calamus and cinnamon, 
with all the trees of frankincenſe ; myrrh and aloes, 
with all the chief ſpices. | 


Sweet fruits all flouriſhing around 
My garden well beſeems ; 

Which cannot prove a barren ground, 
Amidit ſuch living ſtreams. 


Thy plants of grace do parallel 
An orchard rich with trees ; 

Sweet, to delight the taſte and ſmell; 
Fair to ſalute the eyes. 


Here *granates young, and camphire grow; 
Here ſpice and incenſe bloom, 

Nard, cinnamon, myrrh, aloes blow 
With gales a rich perfume. 

Here num'rous plants with fragrant ſcent, 
And odours molt refin'd ; 

All in their nature excellent, 
And various in their kind. 


374 PARAPHRASE on the ChAr. IV. 


Thy blooming plants of grace diſplay 
A heav*nly foil and air; 

And ſap divine, which I convey, 
Makes all the planting fair. 


Wild nature's foil could ne'er produce 
Such trees as here do ſtand 

For ſpecial pleaſure, ſpecial uſe, 
All planted by my hand. 


Verſe 15. A fountain of gardens, à well of living wa. 


ters, and ſtreams from Lebanon. 


Thy pleaſant — blooming plants 
All others far excel; 

For Heav'n, to thine indulgent, grants 
Streams of ſalvation's well. 


This fountain open, full, and nigh, 
Makes plants their vigour yield; 

Vea, neighb'ring gardens does fopply 
And each adjacent field. 


Thy graces frank their juice convey, 
Not dript as ſhallow pails; _ 
But living ſprings, that night and day 

Flow to refreth the vales. 


Such is thy lib'ral flowing mind; 
Nor are with penury 
T1y bleſſings to thy banks confin'd, 


But common as the ſea. 


My quick ning Spirit, freely ſhed, 
That Zion's banks may flow, 

The river is, whoſe ſtreams do glad, 
And makes the planting grow. 


The well of water here runs o'er, 
The current to maintain; 

With haſty courſe to endleſs glore. 
As rivers to the main. | 


Not Jordan ſwell'd from Lebanon 
So ſtoutly rolls his tide; 

As chryſtal rivers from the throne 
Thro' Zion's valley's glide, 


VE 


VaR. 15, 16. SONG of SOLOMON. 375 


Thy rills of grace to me return, 
And own their ſprings in me: 
As garden-ſtreams — thence muſt run, 
With tribute to the ſea. 


The CHURCEH's Words. 


Verſe 16. J Awake, O north wind ; and come, thou 
fouth ; blow upon my garden, that the ſpices there- 
of may flow out : let my Beloved come into his gard- 
en, and cat his pleaſant fruits. 


In ample praiſe, my King, I hear, 
Makes worthleſs me his theme; 

But with a ſtunn'd, aſtoniſh'd ear, 
I ſink to duſt for ſhame. 


What humbling wonders he performs ! 
On mites his picture draws ; 

Then makes the deſpicable worms 
His ſubject of applauſe. 1 


Lord, if I be a garden fair, 
On then the praiſe muſt land: 

For all my verdant graces were 
Plants of thy mighty hand. 


Thy ſpicy fruits thou doſt approve, 
And deign'ſt thus to command, 

Are bloſſoms of thy ſruitful love, 
And on thy breath depend. 

They quickly languiſh, fade, and die 

hey ceaſe to bud or flow, 

And ſapleſs, ſcentleſs, fruitleſs lie, 

Unleſs thy Spirit blow. 


Awake, O heav'nly Wind, and come ; 
Excite the ſpicy vale ; 
Blow on this garden of perfume 
A rouſing quick'ning gale. 
On Zion's ſons, O Sp'rit divine; 
Pour grace and gifts abroad; 
Make paſtors by perfumes of thine, 
A ſavour ſweet to God. 
TE Bbb 


376 


A PARAPHRASE on the CHAT. IV. 


Sharp gales from chilling north command, 


To rouſe the ſeeds of gtace: 
Then warming ſouth's ſoft wings expand, 
Till ſpices flow apace. 
From ev'ry point, O mighty winds, 
Blow a new Penticolt : 
Let blinded atheiſtic minds 
Know there's a Holy Ghoſt. 


O let my beſt Beloved come, 
And ſpread his area broad 

With choiceſt fruits of rich perfume, 
Moſt grateful to my God. 


My garden's his (in all its views) ; 
The life, the ſap, the root : 

The product whole to him accrues, 
From whom is all the fruit. 


Come, elſe the banquet cannot ſtand ; 
Come bring thy pleaſant treat ; 

The fruits of thy laborious hand, 

And toll with bloody ſweet. 


OR SHORTER THUS: 


Am I the garden Heav'n can own, 
Where living waters flow, 

As cryſtal rivers from the throne 
To make the planting grow ? 


O heav'nly Wind, awake and come, 
Blow all thy gracious gales 
On this my garden of perfume, 
Elſe all its ſavour fails. 


O holy Spirit, from above 
My with'ring heart inſpire, 

And raiſe, by various forms of love, 
As various wants require. 


Let northern breezes fill my fails 
With tharp convincing grace : 

Then, from the ſouth, refreſhing gales 
Reſume their joyful place. 


VER. I. SONG of SOLOMON. 377 


Make all the ſpices flow abroad, 
As graces active here, 

To entertain my Lord and God, 
Faith, love, and joy appear. 
Let my Belov'd his preſence ſweet 

Now to his garden grant, 
To taſte his pleaſant fruits, and eat 
What he himſelt did plant. 


. 
CHRIST awaketh the Church with his Cal- 
ling. — The Church, having a Taſte of 


CHR1sT's Love, is ſick of Love —A Deſcrip- 
tion of CHR1sT by his Graces. 


CurisrT's Words. 


Verſe 1. I am come into my garden, my ſiſter, my ſpouſe ; 
I have gathered my myrrh with my ſpice ; I have 
eaten my honey. comb wwith my honey; ¶I have drunk 
my wine with my milk: eat, O friends; drink, 
yea, drink abundantly, O beloved. 


Y Love, in anſwer to thy pray'r, 
I'm here at thy requeſt; 
And ready both to give and ſhare 
The pleaſure of the feaſt. 


I'm come, my ſpouſe, and ſiſter dear; 
I'm to my garden come, 

To gather up my ſpice- and myrrh ; 
I'm pleas'd with this perfume. 

My graces reliſh like a feaſt 
Of honey, milk, and wine: 

I make myſelf a welcome gueſt; 
The fruits are mine and thine. 


Eat, drink, O friends, whom I approve ; 
I alſo welcome you: | 
Yea, drink abundance of my love, 
Full freedom J allow. 


Bbb 2 


378 APARAPHRASE on the CHAP,V, 


Your fainting ſpirits here refreſh 
With plenty ſpread abroad, 
The grace and love, the blood and fleſh 


Of your incarnate God. 
Not ele& angels ever ſhare 
Such ſtrange and matchleſs food ; 
They feaſt on their Creator?s care, 
Not your Redeemer's blood. 


The CHURCHn's Words. 


Verſe 2. JI fleep, but my heart waketh : it tis the 
voice of my Beloved that knocketh, ſaying, Open to 
me, my ſiſter, my love, my dove, my undefiled ; 
for my head is wet with dew, and my locks with 
the drops of the night. 


The heart of Jeſus kind I ſee, 

But mine ungrateful fails; 

Two natures are at odds in me, 
And oft the worſt prevails. 

Both Nleeping fleſh | have, that reſts 
In ſloth unto my ſhame ; 

And waking grace, that ſtill proteſts 
Againſt the lazy frame. 


Hence, though I ſleep, I at my heart 
Some inward knocking hear ; 

Tis Jeſus” voice, his loving dart 
Thus wounds my waking ear. 

© Come, open, my unſpotted dove, 
Thy heart I bolted find; 

«© Awake, my ſiſter; riſe, my Love, 
Let in thy deareſt friend. | 

* Wrath's mid-night ſhow'r bedew'd my locks, 
Storms on my head did blow: 

“ Wilt thou unkindly flight my knocks, 
* Who ſuffer'd for thee ſo; 


* And now ſtand waiting patiently 
Jo give the purchas'd good, 

At preſent ready to apply 
The bleſſings of my blood!“ 


VER. 2,.— 5. SONG of SOLOMON. 379 


Verſe 3. I have put off my coat, how ſhall I put it on? 
I have waſhed: my feet, how ſhall I defile them ? 


When thus in moſt endearing terms 
Kind Jeſus knock'd and cry'd, 

My heart, reſiſting heav*nly charms, 
On bed of ſloth reply'd ; 

« My clothes are off, my nap is fweet, 
% How ſhall I riſe undreſt ? 

« How ſhall 1 ſtain my new-waſh'd feet? 
« Excuſe me; let me reſt. 


My non- admiſſion of his grace 
His holy Spirit vext; 

My anſwer for my lazineſs 
Was but a vile pretext. 


Verſe 4. My Beloved put in his hand by the hole of the 
door, and my bowels were moved * for him. 


When I ſo ſhamefully refus'd 
Acceſs to my Belov'd, 
Another kindly way he us'd, 
Which my affections mov'd. | 
Though I his word did baſely flight, 
Yet, ere I was aware, 
His Spirit by reſiſtleſs might 
Did kindly draw the bar. 


He, to unbolt the door, put in 
His gracious hand of pow'r: 
Then did his love upbraid my fin, 

And melt by bowels ſore. 


Verſe 5. I roſe to open to my Beloved, and my hands 
dropped with myrrh, and my fingers with faeet- 
ſmelling myrrh, upon the handles of the lock. 


How long he ſtood, how oft he knock'd, 
How patient who can tell ! 

What drops of grace on th' entry lock'd 
From his ſweet fingers fell ! 


* Or, in me. 


380 4 PARAPHRASE on the CHA P. V. 


At length I roſe from off my bed, 
My drowſy bed of ſloth, 

To open to my ſpouſe, who had 
My ſolemn marriage-oath. _ 

Soon by the wet lock-handles were 
My fingers moiſt'ned much, 

And ſweetly dropt with oil and myrrh 
Left by his melting touch. 


His quick*ning Sp'rit heart-fetters broke, 
And heal'd my dull diſeaſe; 

As dropping oil that makes the lock 
Soon yield and ope with eaſe, 


Verſe 6. I opened to my Beloved, but my Beloved had 
withdrawn himſelf, and was gone : my heart fail. 
ed when he ſpake. T ſought him, but I could not 
find him; I called him, but he gave me no anſwer. 


I op'ned ſtraight to my Belov'd, 
Expecting his embrace; 

But, ah! from thence he had remov'd, 
And juſtly hid his face. 
Mine aking heart did not collect 
His words that gave the wound, 
And, wailing ſore my baſe neglect, 
Away my ſpirit ſwoon'd. 
With great perplexity I ſought, 
But him I could not find; 

I calPd ; but, ah! no anſwer got, 
To eaſe my reſtleſs mind. 

So much my former ſlothfulneſs 
To preſent damage turn'd 

In griet I doubled mine addreſs, 
Yet ſtill his abſence mourn'd. 


Verſe 7. The watchmen that went about the city found 
me, they fmote me, they wounded me ; the keepers 


of the wall took away my vail from me. 
When J, in private means, with care 
Had ſought, but ſought in vain; 
I try'd his public courts, but there 
Redoubled was 1ny pain. 


VER. 6,—8. SoNG of SOLOMON. 381 


Kind paſtors formerly condol'd 
My caſe with ſympathy; 

But now I met with ſuch as rul'd 
With force and cruelty +. 


Untender watchmen, on their rounds, 
In open ſtreets, me got, 

Afflicted me with many wounds, 
And without mercy ſmote. 


They hurt my name, my head, my crown, 
And ſore reproach'd my zeal; 
Wall-keepers rude thus beat me down, 
And tore away my vail. 
My fair profeſſion they defam'd, 
Nor did my failings hide; 
A ſtrolling harlot I was nam'd, 
And not a loving bride. 


Verſe 3. I charge you, O 13 of Feruſalem, if ye 
find my Beloved, that ye tell him that I am fick of love. 


O Salem's race, when watchmen wound, 
Won't ye more favour ſhow ? 

What pity can't with them be found, 
May I expect with you? 

I want my ſoul's beloved One; 
None elſe can give me eaſe : 

I'm fick of love; Oh! is there none 
To tell him my diſcaſe ? 


His abſence from my ſoul is death; 
O! if ye find his grace, 

charge you, with my dying breath, 
To repreſent my caſe. 


The ComPanrions Words. 


Verſe 9. J What is thy Beloved more than another be- 
loved, O thou faireſt among women? What is thy 
Beloved more than another beloved, that thou doſt 

fo charge us? | 


+ Ezek. xxxiv. 4. 


382 A PARAPHRASE on the Ch Ar. v. 


Fair lover, thou who doſt to us 
Thy moaning ſpeech direct, ; 
Whoſe ſhining beauteous carriage thus 
Commands our high reſpect; 
The object does thy love engage, 
We judge by viewing thee, 
Muſt ſurely be ſome perſonage 
Of very high degree. 
What's thy Belov'd? pray let us know, 
For whom thou art ſo ſad, 1 
And giv'ſt ſuch ſolemn charge, as though 
He not an equal had. 
Thou faireſt beauty, can't thou ſee 
His match when he removes ? 
Pray, what alluring charms has he 
Beyond all other loves? 


The CHURcE's Words. 


Verſe 10. My Beloved is white and ruddy, the chiefe/t * 
among ten thouſands. 
If why I love my Jeſus ſo, 
The wond'ring world enquire, 
My grounds are ſuch as, did thy know, 
heir hearts would alſo fire. 
O there is no Belov'd like mine! 
He's white and ruddy both; 
All human beauties, all divine, 
His glorious perſon clothe. 
White in his natures both deſcry'd, 
From ev'ry blemiſh free ; 
And ruddy in his garments dy'd 
With blood he hed for me. 
Was he not red but only white, 
The lily not the roſe, | | 
He might ſuffice the angels ſight ; 


\ 


But I am none of thoſe. 
Was he not white but only red, A 
A ſuff' rer for his (in, | | | 


His blood would reſt upon his head, 
Nor could I joy therein. , 
* Heb. Standard bearer. 


„ven. ro 11. So of SOLOM OR. 383 
But here's my joy and confidence, 
Both mix'd I ſee by faith; 
The whiteneſs of his innocence, 
The redneſs of his death. 


Since for my ſin he bore diſgrace, 
Who yet from fin was free ; 

This makes his white and ruddy face 
A beauty meet for me. 

The Chief of chiefs beyond compare, 
IMMANUEL, God-man, 

Among ten thouſand enfigns fair 
Triumphant, leads the van. 


To him the heav*ns their homage bring, 
To him celeſtial throngs, 

Ten thouſand ſaints and angels ſing, 
With rapture on their tongues. 


Created wiſdom cannot ſcan 
| The root of Jefle's rod; 
Nor ſpeak the greatneſs of the man, 
The grandeur of the God. 


Verſe 11. His head is as the moſt fine gold, his locks 
are * buſhy and black as a raven. 


His head which once was crown'd with thorns, 
And where all wiſdom dwells, | 
A crown of glory bright adorns, 
Which fineſt gold excells. | 


50 firm, ſo bright, ſo eminent, 
And durable for ay, 

Is his extenſive government, 
And univerſal ſway, 


Black as a rav*n's his curled hair 
And buſky locks; a mark, 


That ſtill his rage is freſh and fair, 
His counſels deep and dark. * 


Beauties of youth and age agree 
10 deck his awful ſway ; 
Fair youth without inconſtancy, 

Full age without decay. 


| * Or, Curled. | 
Vol. X. Ge c 


384 APARAPHRASE on the Cnar,V, 


Verſe 12. His eyes are as the eyes of doves by the rivers 
of waters, waſhed with milk, and * filly ſet. 


His dove-like eyes moſt bright appear, 
Like theſe the brooks have wet; 

Or milky ſtreams have moiſt'ned clear, 
Like diamonds fitly ſet. 

Theſe ſparkling eyes with piercing ſight 
O'erſee the ſhades of death; 

Inſpecting ſecrets of the night, 
And ſearching hell beneath. 


He with his fix'd and ſteady eyes 
Beholding diſtant parts; 

Both deeps divine of counſel ſpies, 
And deeps of human hearts. 

Behold, both loftineſs and love 
In his omniſcient eye; 

The eagle temper'd with the dove, 
With meekneſs, majeſty. 


Ver. 13. His cheeks are as a bed of ſpices, as + feveet flow: 
ers; his lips like lilies dropping fweet-ſmelling myrrh. 


His roſy cheeks a bed of flow'rs 
Still tow'ring up perfume ; 

Or ſpices that with ſummer-ſhow'rs 
Their ſweeteſt ſcent reſume. 


| Theſe very cheeks he once reſign'd 
To them that pluck'd the hair, 

| Moſt ſweetly to th' enlighten'd mind 

| Refreſhing virtue ſhare. | 

His lips, reſembling lily blooms, 
Drop ſav'ry words of grace; 

Like oil of myrrh with fine perfumes, 
To ſuit a fainting caſe. 

The balmy drops his lips afford 
Give life to ſons of death : 

The vital favour of his word 
Reſtores expiring breath. 


* Heb. Setting in fulne/s; that ie, Fitly placed, and ſet as 4 
precious flune in the foil of a ring. + Or, towers of perfumt. 


— — — — -- . EEE > oe oem — —— — — 


Ve R. 12,.— 15. So NG SOL MON. 385 


Ver. 14. His hands are as gold rings ſet with the beryl : 


his * belly is as bright ivory overlaid with ſapphires. 


His hands are fairer to behold, 
Though once nail'd to the tree, 
Than beryls ſet in rings of gold; 
So rich in bounty's he. | 
His operations mighty, vaſt, 
No mortal underſtands ; 
For all the works of God have paſt 
Through theſe his precious hands. 


No iv'ry fine ſo bright is found 
With ſapphires overlaid, 

As bowels of compaſſion round 
Do gild his pierced fide. 


The love about his heart that twines 
Still firm, without decay, 
In inſtances unnumber'd ſhines 


With ſparkling bright array. 


Verſe 1 5. His legs are as pillars of marble, ſet upon 


ſockets of fine gold. His countenance is ap Lebanon, 
excellent as the cedars. 


His legs like marble pillars ſtand 
On golden ſockets fine; 

So firm's the throne of his command, 
So ev'n his paths divine. 

His ſtately ſteps, his ſteady way, 
His ſtable kingdom, proves 

He's ſolid gold, not mould”ring clay 
Like fading mortal loves. 

His countenance more lofty is' 
Than Lebanon by far ; 


More excellent than all its trees 


And ſtately cedars are. 
So high, ſo eminent is he, 
That in his perſon ſhine 
The glories of the Deity, 
With majeſty divine. 
* Heb. bswe/s, the ſame word as in verſe 4. - 
Cec 2 
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386 A PARAPHRASE onthe CA. V. 


Verſe 16. His mouth is moſt ſweet: yea, he is & altoge. 
ther lovely.— 


Lo! his bleſt mouth, that once did taſte 
The bitter gall for me, 

With charms divinely ſweet is grac'd, 
Unto the laſt degree. 

Grace pour'd into his lips, alway 
Does thence ſo ſweetly run ; 

They ſhare the Father's grace for ay 
Who do but kils-the Son. 

His mouth a triple heav'n imports, 

A word, a ſmile, a kiſs; 

A triple doom to daſh their ako 
' Whoſe lips profane the bliſs. 

How hard, though ſweet, this limning taſk ! 
I faint ; I muſt ſuccumb ; 


He is (if what he is, you aſk) 


All over loves, in ſun:. 

How weak my tongue his glory ſings, 
Which drowns ſeraphic art; 

He's all diſiderable things, 
And charms in ev'ry part. 


Adoring heav'ns his name confeſs 
The infinite unknown, 

And in created human dreſs 
The uncreated Ons. 


Their tongues that do his glory ſpeak, 
In loud and lofty lays, 

For higher notes are ſtill to ſeek, 
And never reach his praiſe. 


I wrong his name with words ſo faint, 


Nor half his worth declare ; 


Can finite pencils ever paint 
The infinitely fair ? 


— This is my Belroed ; this is my Friend, O daughter: 
of Jeruſalem. 


He is all deſirern. 


. 


VER. I. 


My union to his perſon dear 
Bears ſuch ſubſtantial bliſs; 
All mortal loves and friendſhip here 
Are but the ſhade of this, 


Whatever ſweet relations be 
Mong creatures great or ſmall, 


There's infinite diſparity 


Between him and them all, 


Yet how much in himſelf he is, 
So much is he to me; 

For he is mine, and I am his, 
And evermore {hall be. 


The more I hold his glory forth, 
Or would his name unfold ; 


The more incomparable worth 
L ſtill in him behold. 


Now this, O Salem's progeny, 
This, is my love, my friend ; 

Search heav'n and earth but ſure am I 
His match you'll never find. 


Your queſtion far exceeds my reach, 
What's thy Belov'd ? faid he: 


His praiſe defeats my fault'ring ſpeech ; 


But, pray you, Come and ſee. 
CHA 


and his Love towards her. 


The CouPANIONS Words. 


SONG of SOLOMON, 


387 


The Church profeſſeth her Faith in CAI T.— 
CuR1sT ſheweth the Graces of the Churcli 


Verſe 1. Whither is thy Beloved gone, O thou faireſt 
among women ? whither is thy Beloved gone aſide ? 


that we may ſeek Lim with thee. 


CH glorious things are told by thee 


About thy matchleſs mate ; 
His ſeekers too we fain would be, 


And ſhare thy happy ſtate. 


388 A PARAPHRASE on the CHap, VI. \ 


Thy holy walk and talk is ſuch, 
Thy countenance fo fair; 

We think whom thou commend'ſt ſo much 
Muſt be beyond compare. 


O where is thy Beloved gone! 
Thou faireſt of thy kind ? 

So happy in that glorious One 
On whom thou ſet'ſt thy mind? 


Where is he gone? pray let us know 
What place frequents he moſt ? 
That we in queſt of him may go, 

Nor find our travel loſt. 


| | The CHurcn's Words. 


| Verſe 2. My Beloved is gone down into his garden, to the 
beds of ſpices, to feed in the gardens, and to gather lilies, 


Lo! my Belov'd, though he enthron'd 
In glory keeps his place, 

Yet here below is to be found 
In gardens of his grace. 


He plants, he waters every tree, 
His bleſſing makes them ſpring ; 
Then gladly comes he down to ſee 

What rich increaſe they bring. 


He walks among the ſpicy beds, 
Where aromatics flow ; | 
And in his young plantation feeds, 
Where fruits delicious grow. 


He gathers there his choſen crop 
Of lilies without toil; 

And, when full ripe, he picks them up, 
To deck his fairer foil. 


Th' aſſemblies of his growing ſaints 
Are ſtill his chief repair: 

Whoe'er his gracious. preſence wants, 
May ſeek with ſucceſs there. 


. Verſe 3. I am my Beloved's, and my Beloved is mine: 
he feedeth among the lilies &. 


See this more largely explained, Chap. ii. 16. 


VER. 2.4. SONG of SOLOMON. 


Though now my Lord from me abſcond, 
Yet judge him not unkind : 

In's temple oft I have him found, 
And hope again to find. 


And, though from me to ſenſe he hides, 


My faith holds faſt his name : 
Mine int'reſt in him firm abides, 
[ will not quit my claim. 


He has my warmeſt love ingroſt, 
And I poſſeſs his heart; 

His love and mine unite, I boaſt, 
Nor death nor hell can part. 


The bond of love ſo firm abides 
Ev'n in the darkeſt day, 

That, though behind the ſhade he hides, 
He's never far away. 


Though he his nobleſt table ſpreads 
Among his flow'rs above; 

Yet here amidſt his lily-beds- 
He keeps his feaſts of love. 

The ordinances of his grace 
Are fields of his repair ; 

There I have ſeen his glorious face, 
And you may ſee him there. 


Cruris T's Words. 


Ver. 4. Thou art beautiful, O my Love, as Tirzah, come- 
ly as Feruſalem, terrible as an army with banners. 


How comely is the bride, I ſee, 
Who thus mine abſence wail'd, 

And kindly thought and ſpoke of me 
Ev'n when my face was vail'd ! 


Thy zeal for me when I withdrew 
I highly muſt approve; 

And now return to thee, to ſhew 
My great reſpe& and love. 

I did forgive, and have forgot, 
All thine infirmities : 

Thy holy ſoul, from ſin remote, 
Is beauteous in mine eyes. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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More fair thou art, my lovely prey, 
More comely in my ſight, 

Than ever Tirzah once fo gay, 
Or Salem once ſo bright. 

Thine aſpeQ's awful majeſty 
Does ſtrike thy foes with fear; 

As armies do when banners fly, 
And martial flags appear. 


How does thine armour glitt'ring bright 
Their frighted ſpirits quell 

The weapons of thy warlike might 
Defy the gates of hell. 


Verie 5. Turn away thine eyes from me, for they have 
overcome me *. — 


Small wonder that thy foes muſt bow 
When faith does keep the field; 

For, lo! I am thy captive too, 
And kindly forc'd to yield. 


Thy charming eyes of faith and love, 
That make myſelt their prize, 
Have overcome me ; pray remove 
And turn away thine eyes 
They pow'rfully my heart detain, 
My kindly paſſions fili: 
Yet no unwilling vict'ry gain, 
But win me to thy will. 
Thy daring, gallant 2rms of grace, 
Have o'er me ſuch a ſway : 
I'm conquer'd with their kind embrace, 
And cannot ſay thee nay. 
Y piercing eyes, that raviſh me, 
ommands me as they liſt: 
My Spirit's aiding force in thee 
Is pow'r I can't reſiſt. 
Ceaſe wreſtling Jacob, let me go, 
My Love, let me alone : 
If not, except I bleſs thee; lo 
My bleſſing thou haſt won. 


See more on this ſubject, Chap. iii. 4 and iv, 9. 


VE R. 5.7. SONG of SOLOMON, 391 


— + Thy hair is as a flock of goats that appear from 
Gilead. Verſe 6. Thy teeth are as a flock of ſheep, 
which go up from the waſhing, whereof every one 
beareth twins, and there is not one barren among 
them. Verſe 7. As a piece of a pomegranate are 
thy temples within thy locks. 


Thy ſlothful carriage toward me 
At our laſt interview, 

Though I oberv'd with jealouſy, 
And thereupon withdrew : 


Yet never judge thy change of frame, 
My heart from thee could move; 


For (till (like ſolid rocks) the ſame 
Is my unſhaken love. 


Thy praiſe I ſounded in thine ears 
Ere thou waſt ſo unkind; 

And now indulge no faithleſs fears, 
As if I chang'd my mind. 


For, to evince the love I bore 
Does ſtill the ſame remain, 

I now commend thee as before, 
And in the former ſtrain. 


Gay, like a comely flock of goats 
On Gilead's ſtately height, 

Is thine adorning hair, that notes 
Thy converſation bright. 


No broider'd ornamental hair 
That trims up mortal clay, 

Can parallel the heav'nly air 
Of thy well-order*d way. 


Thy teeth the bread of life that eat, 
And feed upon my fleſh, 

Are acts of faith in number great, 
In nature fair and freſh, 


Thine active zeal, yet mild, does keep 
A juſt equality, 

Like ev'nly rounded flocks of ſheep 
New paſt the ſhearer's eye. 


f See theſe words more largely explained, Chap. iv. 1, 2, 3- 


Vor. I. D dd 
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Thy purity exceeds their fleece, 
Waſh'd in the cryſtal flood; 

Thy fruits of holineſs and peace 
Outvie their num'rous brood. 

There does not in the flock appear 
One barren fruitleſs womb : 

But all my twins their offspring bear, 
And bring them bleating home. 


Like *granates halv'd thy temples fair 
Within thy locks appear, 
While ruddy bluſhes deck thy pray'r 
When none but God doth hear. 
Thou modeſt hid'ſt thy roſy cheeks, 
When fins with ſhame them fluſh : 
Yet, through the maſk, thy mean detects 
Thy beauteous holy bluſh. 


Ver. 8, 9. There are threeſcore queens, and fourſcore 
concubines. and virgins without number. My dow, 
my undefiled, is but one : ſhe is the only one of her 
mother ; ſhe is the choice one of her that bare her: the 
daughters ſaw her, and bleſſed her; yea, the queens 


and the concubines, and they praiſed her. 


Thy ſong gave me the chiefeſt name 
Among ten. thouſand heirs, 

And thee the faireſt J proclaim 
Among ten thouſand fairs. 


ueens, concubines, and virgins are 
Unnumber'd, whom they call 
Bright dazling beauties, charming fair ; 
But thou excell'ſt them all. 
Moſt holy ſouls (of high deſcent) 
Are beauties moſt renown'd : 
The righteous is more excellent 
Than all his neighbours round. 
My ſpotleſs dove as one I view ; 
Yea, all in one to me; | 
Her mother-church's darling too, 
And choicelt progeny. 


VER. 8,.— 10. SONG of SOLOMON, 393 


The daughters, her profeſſing friends, 


Beheld her beauty great ; 
And ſtraight admir'd her in their minds, 


And bleſt her in the gate. 

Yea, queens and damſels more renown'd 
Did all to her give place, 

And with extolling praiſes crown'd 
Her comely ſhining grace. 


Verſe 10. Who is ſhe that looketh forth as the morning, 
fair as the moon, clear as the ſun, and terrible as 


an army with Banners! 4 


ce Who's this, ſaid they, ſo brightly ſprings 
Like to the morning-ray, 

« That cleaves night-thades with ſilver wings, 
To haſte the golden day? 


« Much fairer than the gilded moon 
Her graces ſhine in dreſs; 

« And clearer than the ſun at noon 
« ſpotleſs righteouſneſs, 


« Behold, in love to brats forlorn, 
" What wonders Heav'n performs ! 


„ That does with ſtatelineſs adorn 


&© Defil'd and loathſome worms, 


“ By armour which her Captain lends, 
“ Until her warfare cloſe, 
« She's render'd helpful to her friends, 


&© And hurtful to her foes. 
« Yea, while ſhe does her rank maintain, 
«© And caſt her airs abroad, 


« Her grace is awful toward men, 


«© And pow'rful toward God.” 


Verſe 11. I went down. into the garden of nuts, to ſee 
the fruits of the valley, and to ſee whether the vine 


flouriſhed, and the pomegranates budded. 
Ddd.2 


\ 
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With friendly mind I hid my face, 


Yet went not far away, 
Retiring but a little ſpace 
My orchard to ſurvey. _ 
I went but down to ſee anew 
My garden of ſweet nuis, 
Within the ſhady grove, and view 
The pleaſant valley-fruits. 
To notice round my labour'd plain, 
If all was very good ; 
If tender vines produc'd their grain, 
And pomegranates their bud : 


If all the water'd flow'ry plains, 
Along the verdant field, 

Did fruits, proportion'd to my pains, 
Ev'n in ny abſence yield. 

Into my heart what chearfulneſs 

And pleaſure did it bring, 

To ſce the early buds of grace 
And bleſſings of the ſpring ? 

I raviſh'd faw my beauteous bride 
Lament my abſence ſore ; | 

Nor could myſelf in thickets hide 
From her a moment more. 


Verſe 12. Or ever I was aware, my foul * made me 
like the chariots of Ammi-nadib. 


Such had my bride's inviting frame 
Ev'n in my abſence been, 

No longer could I hide the flame 
Of my affections keen. 

Raviſh'd, ere (in effect) J knew, 
My bowels did me move; 

Into her praying arms I flew 
On ſpeedy wings of love. 

_ Sweet rapt'rous paſſion roſe in me, 

But moſt divine in mode, 

As far as rapture can agree, 
Or paſſion to a God. 


Or, fet me on the cl arists of my princely willing people, 
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My fond affections vehement 
In ways of grace divine, 

All towards her intenſely bent, 
Purſu'd their love- deſign. 

My willing people J provide 
Bright graces, princely charms : 

And in theſe ftery chariots ride 
With ſpeed into their arms. 
Oil'd wheels of faith and warm deſire, 
That make myſelf their chaſe, 
Fetch from mine altar ſtill more fire 
Of ſweet ſurpriſing grace. 

No chariot of Ammi-nadib, 
However ſwift or bright, 

The heav'nly rapture can deſcribe 
Of love's delicious flight. 


So rapid oft, though never raſh, 
The motions of my grace, 
'Tween heav'n and earth are like a flaſh 


Of light'ning in a trice. 


Ver. 13. Return, return, O Shulamite; return, return, 
that wwe may . oo upon thee : what will ye ſee in the 
Shulamite? as it were the company of two armies. 


Love, in my abſence ſhort, waſt thou 
With fin and grief oppreſt? 

O blame thy faithlefs heart and now 
Return unto thy reſt. 

With confidence and without fear 
Thy heav'nly Huſband face, 

Who wills thee boldly to appear 
Before his throne of grace. 

The heav*ns unite their voice with mine 
Thy heart-return to move ; 

Allow thyſelf no more to whine, 
Suſpicious of my love. 

Return, O drooping Shulamite, 
In haſte return ; for we 

Heav'n's 'TxixnITyY and hoſts unite 
With joy to welcome thee. 
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! We want to ſee thee, at his call 
Whoſe peace thy name adorns ; 

He with his ſaints and angels all 
Will joy at thy returns. 

What, in the feeble Shulamite 
What's to be ſeen? (you'll ſay,) 

Is ſtruggling grace a goodly fight, 
When fin regains the day ? 

Nay, lo! my bride (though apt ſhe be 
Herſelf to under-rate) 

I, on the field of battle, ſee 
In warlike pomp and ſtate. 

Behold ! two armies in her camp, 
The doubled hoſts of God; 

Her lovers charm, her haters damp, 

Her happy triumph bode. 


G. K. VII. 


A farther Deſcription of the Church's Graces, 
—The Church profeſſeth her Faith and 


Deſires. 


CHRIST 'S Words. 


Ver. 1. How beautiful are thy feet with ſhoes, O prince's 
daughter] the joints of thy thighs are like jewel, 
the wwork of the hand of a cunning workman. 


AIR bride, thy beauties I'll extol 
So lovely in my fight : 
For I my new creation whole 
Still view with great delight. 


How noble is thy high deſcent, 
Not ſordid from the earth ! 
How does thy geſture document 
Thy new and heav'nly birth! 
O princeſs of the royal race! 
Thy feet with golden ſhoes, 
Do ſparkle, while thy walk, through grace, 
Becomes the goſpel- news. 


VER. 1, 2. SONG of SOLOMON. 397 


The ſteps of thy affections clean, 
And converſation fair, 
Diſplay a heav'nly, royal mein, 
A ſweet and ſtately air. 
The joints, that ſtrength and motion do 
To thy right ſteps impart, 
Like orient jewels, burniſh'd new, 
Speak holy curious art. 
Through thy fair port, in ſacred things, 
Thy joints as gems appear; 
While holy principles and ſprings | 
Thy courſe of duty ſteer. | 4 


Verſe 2. Thy navel is like a round goblet, which want- 


eth not liquor : thy belly is like an heap of wheat, 
ſet about with lilies. 


As is thy ſparkling bright array, 
Form'd to thy pedigree ; 

So with thy ſhining outward way, 
Thine inward ſhapes agree. 


A wretched infant once thou waſt, 
To open field caſt out, 

From native blood and ſtains unwaſh'd, 
Nor was thy navel cut “. 


But now, how neat's thy gracious form, 
Fed by a glorious ſpring ! 

Since grace transform'd the loathſome worm, 
To quite another thing. 


Thy infant-brood to ripeneſs grows, | 


Which thy kind bowels feed, | 
Like to a bowl that overtiows | 
With liquor for their need. 
My ſpirit is (to fill thy cup, | 
And give thee rich increaſe) 
A well of water ſpringing up 
In thee to endleſs bliſs. 
Thy fruitful womb an heap of wheat 
+ Aſlimilates in mode; 
Thy royal marriage makes thee meet 
For bearing fruit to God. 


* Ezck. vi. 4, 5- + Reſembles. 


398 APARAPHRASE on the CHap, VII 


Fruit deck'd around with flow'rs-de-luce *, 
Each grace of active vent; 

A product rich of fruit for uſe, 
With flow'rs for ornament. 

Fair Zion's fertile womb has meat 
For babes, her lily-brood; 

And yields them plenteous ſtore of wheat, 
When ripe for ſolid food. 


Verſe 3. Thy two breaſts are like two young roes that 
are twins +. 

Thy breaſts of love reſemble roes 
That ſeem delightful twins ; 

Such equal care to feed thou ſhows, 
Thy babes in ſecret inns. 

Thot op'neſt frank a twofold breaſt, 
Two teſt'ments and two ſeals ; 

Which to thy children yield a feaſt 
Of milk for daily meals, 

Thine equal breaſts delightful feed 
With milk of ſweet ſolace, 

In juſt proportion to the need 

Of all the babes of grace. 

My children dear, nurs'd at thy fide, 
Thy kindly bowels ſhow ; | 

And plainly prove my beauteous bride 
A fruitful mother too. 


Verſe 4. Thy neck ft is as @ tower of ivory; thine eyct 


like the fi/h-pools of Heſbbon, by the gate of Bath. 
rabbim : thy noſe is as the tower of Lebanon, which 


lyoketh toward Damajus. 


Thy neck of precious faith excells 
The faireſt iv 'ry tower; 

It holds the glorious Head, and dwells 
Upon the rock of power. 

Rais'd and conſpicuous, it attracts 
All eyes, and wonder breeds: 

It ſtands renown'd for valiant acts, 
For itrange and mighty deeds. 


The name of a flower of diſtinction, worn in the French king's 
arms. + See Chap. iv. 5. } See Chap. iv. 4. 
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No iv'ry whiter than the ſwan 
Can match thy precious faith: 
No tow'r with equal boldneſs can 

Defy the gates of death. 


Thine eyes like Heſhbon's clear fiſh-pools, 
Near by Bath-rabbim's gate, 

Enlighten'd brightly, twit the fools, 
That hug blind nature's ſtate. 

More clear than any filver brook, 
Thine eyes of knowledge trace 

Hid myſt'ries in the ſacred book, 
Unfathom'd deeps of grace. 


But all conceal'd this glory lies 
0 


From haughty ſons of pride, 
Whoſe boaſted wit does blind the eyes, 
And heav'nly light deride. 


Thy noſe of quick ſagacity 
Like Leb'non's tow'r doth riſe, 
And with bold look Damaſcus ſpy, 
To face thine enemies. 


Becauſe they ſtrong and ſubtile are, 
Thou keep'ſt the frontier tow'r; 
To ſmell their policy afar, 
And watch againſt their pow'r. 


Verſe 5. Wine head upon thee is like & Carmel, and the 
hair of thine head like purple, — 


Thy heav'nly mind intelligent 
Excells the wiſe on earth, 

While ſtrangers to thy high deſcent, 
And to thy heav'nly birth. 


Thy lofty head and ſtately brow, 
Looks to the heav'ns above; 
And ſcornful ſmiles on all below, 

As worthleſs of thy love. 

Thy helmet and thy head. peace is 
Hope built on precious blood; 
High is thy head extoll'd by this 
Bove ev'ry foe and flood. 

* Or, crimſon. 
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Higher by far than Carmel top, 

The walls of heav'n to ſcale; 
When thine advent'rous, ſoaring hope 
Takes place within the vail. 


Th' excellency of Carmel high 
Can't match thy crimſon head; 


Its hairs are of a purple dye, 
Which once the Lord did bleed. 


Each pin which holds thy hair in dreſs, 
Each glance from grace within, 
Speaks univerſal ſtatelineſs ; 

Not one diforder'd pin. 


Each holy air around thy face 
Does ſo thy beauty *enhance ; 

A luſtre ſhines in ev'ry grace, 
A charm in ev'ry glance. 


— The King is * held in the galleries. 


To prove the beauty raviſhing 
And luſtre of thy dreſs ; 

How does it captivate the King, 
And deep his heart impreſs | 


. Jeſus, the King of kings renown'd, 
Is held within thine arms, 

In gallries of his grace, and bound 

A captive to thy charms. 

The glorious and majeſtic One, 
Whom death could ne'er detain, 

Is by thy pow'rful graces won, 
And ty'd as with a chain. 


Strange lovelineſs it is that ſways 
The Regent of the ſkies ! 

Conſtraining him to ſtay and gaze; 
It fo attracts his eyes. 

Bold with the King are faith's efforts ; 
Bleſs'd they the conqueſt ſhare ! 

Who win him to his ſacred courts, 
And then can hold him there. 


* Or, bound. 
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Such is the glory of his grace, 
He boaſts to be o'ercome ; 

And feaſts the victor with ſolace, 
Who fought but for a crumb, 


Verſe 6. How fair * and how pleaſant art thou, 0 
Love, for delights / 


O Love, no words can ſpecify 
Thy forms of lovelineſs : 

Delights of diverſe kinds in thee 
Are more than I expreſs. 


No equal for delights haſt thou, 
No match on earth below : 

[ call thee fair, and pleaſant too, 
Becauſe I made thee ſo. 


My Love, thy dreſs without, how fair! 
Within, how ſweet to me! : 
My righteouſneſs and graces are 
The robes I made for thee. 


My lab'ring lite was ſpent throughout 
The marriage-ſuit to ſpin, 

That makes my bride all fair without, 
All glorious too within, 


Verſe 7. Thi: thy fature is like to a palm-tree, and thy 
breaſts to cluſters of grapes. 


The ſweet proportion I obſerve 
Of graces fair in thee ; 

None from their proper ſtation ſwerve, 
But act harmoniouſly. 


Thy ſtature, like the palm- tree firm, 
Is ſtately, ſtraight, and tall: 

No CEE can the flouriſh harm, 
No years the growth enthral. 


Thy breaſts of love to me and mine, 
Square to the goſpel-plan, 

Chear, like the cluſters full of wine, 
The heart of God and man. 


* Or, how art thou made fair. 
Eee 2 
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Verſe 8. I ſaid, I will go up to the palm- tres, I will 
take hold of the boughs thereof : now alſo thy breaſt; 
Hall be as cluſters of the vine, and the ſmell of thy 
noſe like apples ;— 


« will, ſaid I, this palm-tree climb, 
“ This lovely walk approve ; 
And to my bride in holy trim 
I'll maniteit my love *. 
« PII apprehend, by ſaving grace, 
% As I decreed of old, 
Her little boughs, her tender race, 
And never quit the hold.” 


Lo! Heav'n ſhall then thy breaſts inſpire, 
As cluſters fill'd with wine: 11399 
My preſence ſhall thy graces fire 
To thy content and mine, 
The breath of life thy noſtrils blow, 
Shall with ſweet ſcent abound : 
No ſav'ry apples e'er could throw 
Such grateful odours round. 


Verſe 9. And tbe roof of thy mouth 7 like the beſt wine, 
(for t my Beloved) that goeth down ſweetly, cauſ 
ing the lips of || thoſe that are aſlecp to ſpeak. 


Thy palate drench'd with holy love, 
Shall drop the richeſt wine : 

So ſweet thy pray'rs and praiſe ſhall prove 
A feaſt to me and mine. 


I'll taſte thy cheer, and ſpeak it good, 
For thou'lt in upright ways 

Derive it from my plenitude, 
Devote it to my praiſe. 

Drops from the living vine that ſtream 
With ſweetneſs down will go; 

To make thy cold affections flame, 
Thy wither'd graces grow. 


* John xvi. 21. + Heb. palate. 
t A parentheſis of the bride's, ſay ſome. | Or, the ancient. 


I, 
will 


aſt; 
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, 
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My Spirit's gen'rous wine will make 
The old renew their days, 

The dead to live, the dull to wake, 
The dumb to ſpeak my praiſe. 


The CHurcn's Words. 
Verſe 10. J I am my Beloved's, and his defire is to- 


wards me. 


Lo! how my loving Lord commends 
Baſe me, who bluſh to hear ! 

And blood of grapes from Eſhcol ſends 
My drooping heart to chear. 


I'm not mine own, but his I'll be, 
Whoſe love my heart doth fire; 
And thus has fix'd on worthleſs me 

His conjugal deſire. 


What line can this loye- ocean ſound ! 
What tongue its meaſure tell! 

Whoſe height immenſe, and depth profound, 
Won heav'n, and vanquiſn'd hell! 


Verſe 11. Come, my Beloved, let us go forth into the 
feld, let us lodge in the villages. 


Come, deareſt Love, let us retire 
From this vain earth's annoy ; 
That undiſturb'd communion near 

We may alone enjoy. 


We'll chuſe ſome ſecret, lonely-place, 
To vent our joys the more ; 

And forage in the field of grace, 
Until we feaſt in glore. 


Thy company ſuch hidden trains 
Of conſolation brings; 

That, pois'd with this, my ſoul diſdains 
The pomp of earthly kings. 


In rural vilages below, 
Come let us lodge all night, 
Till duſky ſhades of fin and woe, 


Give place to glory's light. 
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Verle 12. Let us go up early to the vineyards : let u; 
ſee if the vine flouriſh, whether the tender grape 


appear, and the pomegranates bud forth : ther: 
will I give thee my loves. | 


Unto the vineyards of thy grace 
Come let us early go; 

To ſee, in this retiring place, 
If all the planting grow. 


Come viſit, Lord, thy ſacred ground; 
See how thy nurs'ries bear; 

If vines and grapes and 'granates round 
Their flow'ry raiment wear. 


O come along, thy ſuccour grant, 
While I thy fruits review; 

For at thy pleaſure ev'ry-plant 
Its verdure will renew. 


The vines their bloſſom will reſume, 
Their tender grapes revive ; 

See how the 'granates then will bloom, 
And all the graces thrive. 


In theſe retirements while I live, 
Thy preſence I'll improve; 

And joyful there I will thee give 
The tokens of my love. 


In nearneſs ſweet with thee apart 
Pll daſh vain loves with ire, 
And wholly offer thee my heart 

In flames of holy fire. 


Verſe 13. The mandrakes give a ſmell ; and at our gates 
are all manner of pleaſant fruits, new and old, 


which I have laid up for thee, O my Beloved ! 


Here, Lord, for thee the garden's dreſt ; 
For thee the fealt is ſpread, 


Come then vouchſafe with me to reſt, 


Below the verdant ſhade. 


The mandrakes here, love-fruits and flow'rs, 
Do ſpread their odours round ; 
And at our very pates ſweet ſtores 
And fruits of grace are found. 


V. 


] 
] 


| 


VII. 


T us 
ape 
here 


VER. I. DONG of SOLOMON. 405 


Embracing faith is here, to meet 
My Lord when he appears; 

Repentance here to waſh his feet 
With floods of joyful tears. 

Love, joy, and all the heav'nly train, 
Old fruits with new increaſe, 


Laid up in ſtore to entertain 
The God of all my grace. 


Come thou, to whom I all devote, 
O my beloved Lord; 
Lo! all that's from thy fulneſs got 
Is for thy glory ſtor'd. | 
'Tis thine to plant, and prune, and dreſs ; 
Thou mak'ſt the garden grow: 
In thee my all I ſtill poſſeſs, 
To thee my all I owe. 


na m 


The Love of the Church to CHRIST. The Ve- 
hemencyof Love. The callingof the Gen- 
tiles. —The Church prayeth tor CuRI1sT's 
coming. 


The Cyuur cn's Words. 


Verſe 1. O that thou wert as my brother, that ſucked 
the breaſts of my mother! when I ſhould find thee 
without, I would Kiſs thee ; yea, * I ſhould not be 


deſpiſed. 


O ſweet I find thy heawnly charms, 
Still more and more I bode ; 

And long to claſp within my arms 

A whole incarnate God. 


O would thou as my brother wert, 
My mother's ſucking child ! 

I'd kiſs and hug thee in my heart, 
And ſhould not be revil'd. 


* Heb, They /hall not deſpiſe me. 


406 APARAPHRASE on the CHap, VIII. 


Yea, in the op'neſt, patent place, 
Without a bluſh through ſhame, 


I would with joyful arms embrace 
The babe of Bethlehem. 


Hell could reproach thy church of old, 
That lov'd a child unborn : 

But now the Son is giv'n+, I'm bold 
To love, and fear no fcorn. 

To him I'll give the higheſt room, 
And joy beneath his ſhade, 

That deign'd to bleſs the virgin's womb, 
And human nature wed. 


My God's my brother now in dreſs; 
And if he would allow't, 


Though hell ſhould mock my fond carreſs, 
I'd openly avow't. 


Verſe 2. I would lead thee, and bring thee into my no- 
ther's houſe, who would inſtruct me: I would cauſe 
thee to drink of the ſpiced wine, and of the juice if 
my pomegranates. 


I would attend and uſher thee 
Into my mother's home ; 

Then would her courts inſtructive be, 
For light with pow'r would come. 


Her children would thy glory ſee, 
Did they thy preſence ſhare: 
And I for entertaining thee 
Would bring my choiceſt fare. 
To ſpic:d wine with *granates juice 
I would thee welcome make ; 
And greatly would my heart rejoice, 
Were't better for thy ſake. 


Well were the feaſt beſtow'd on thee; 
For thine my graces are, 

Who, when thou comes to feed with me, 
Doſt bring along the fare. 


+ Ifa, ix. 6. 


[ 


Vak. 2,4. SONG of SOLOMON, 407 


Verſe 3. His left-hand * ſhould be under my head, and 
his right-hand ſhould embrace me +. 


Lo! he deſcending from above, 
In anſwer to my pray'r, 
Enfolds ine in his arms of love, 
To ſhew his tender care. * 
His left-hand for my ſapportc hs | 0 
Beneath my head does place; 
Then, for my comfort, lends he me 
His right-hand's ſoft embrace. 
His preſence brings a ſilver ſhow'r 
Of bleſſings from above; 
I'm cloſely guarded with his pow'r, 
And girded with his love. 
For my ſolace *gainſt ſin and death, 
feel his glad*ning charms ; 
And, for my /afety, underneath 
His everlaſting arms. 
O welcome bleſt and happy hour, 
When he unvails his face; 
I'm then ſupported by his pow'r, 
Comforted by his grace. 


Verſe 4. t 1 charge you, O daughters of Feruſalem, that 
ye ſtir not up |, nor awake my love until he pleaſe. 


O Salem's daughters, now, I pray, 
And charge you, ſtand in awe 

T awake my Love, or any way 
Provoke him to withdraw. 


This heav'nly quiet marr not ye 
With loud offenſive noiſe; 

Why ſhould you rob yourſelves and me 
Of ſuch uncommon joys ! 

His ſmiles are free, he comes and goes ; 


The happy hour is this: 
Why ſhould you prove ſuch wretched foes, 


To interrupt the bliſs! 


Or rather is, + Sex Chap. ii. 6. 1 
{ See theſe words more largely ſpoken to, _ ii. 7. and iii. 3. 
| Heb. y ſhould you flir up? or, why awake, 


Vor. X. Ff f 


C. 


408 A PARAPHRASE on the CAP. VIII. 


My glorious Lord now reſts within 
Mine arms of faith and love ; 

I charge myſelf, my heart, my ſin, 
Not once to ſtir or move. 


While he allows his viſit ſweet, 
Let none his reſt annoy ; 

O may I new grieve his Sp'rit, 
Nor fin away my joy! 


The ComMPANIONs Words. 


Verſe 5. (M ho is this that cometh up from the wilder. 
neſs, leaning upon her Beloved? )— 


What fair and lovely bride is this! 
Though preſt with griefs and fins, 

Yet trav'lling from the wilderneſs, 
On her Beloved leans ! 


How boldly does ſhe in his name, 
And in his ftrength go on, 

All other righteouſneſs diſclaim, 
And mention his alone? 


His wings bear up her ſoul aloft, 
*Bove all that can moleſt : 

His boſom is the pillow ſoft 
On which her hand doth reſt 


Lo! how on his almighty arms 
She can her cares unload ; 

And march through all oppoſing harms, 
Depending on her God. 


Her fir'd affections upward tow'r, 
And, with a heav'nly air, 
Contempt on earthly glory pour, 
As far below her care. 
Aſcending from the wilderneſs 
Of ſorrow, ſin, and thrall ; 
And, ſtrongly bent for heav'nly bliſs, 
She leaves the duſky ball. h 


The CyHuuRcn?s Words. 


—T raiſed + thee up under the apple-tree : there thy m. 
ther brought thee forth ; there ſhe brought thee furl 
that bare thee. 

Ice in the Vebrew Has the mark of the maſcvline gender. 


II, 


er. 


nn. 
Tl 


ven. 5,6. So of SOLOMON. 409 


To men's applauſe, with mighty maze, 
What ſmall regard is due: 

But, Lord, with thee, who art my praiſe, 
Let me my ſuit purtue. 

Such ſweet experience, Lord, I had 
Beneath the apple-tree ; 

Under thy ſhadow ſtill I'm glad 
Alone to meet with thee. 


I rais'd thee up in ſecret pray'r, 
Thy joyful help to yield : 
For by thy grace I wreſtled there, 
And by thy grace prevail'd. 
Thy mother too that brought thee forth, 
Hard trav'lling with annoy, 
There at her Son, her Saviour's birth 
Forgot her pangs with joy. 
The ſaints beneath thy fruitful ſhade, 
Thy beauteous likeneſs wore; 
They that in ſorrow travaiPd had, 
In joy thine image bore. | 
Thy ſhadow thus to them and-me 
Such pleaſure does afford, 
That more and more I long to ſee 
Thy glory there, O Lord. \ 


Verſe 6. J Set me as a ſeal upon thine heart, as a 
ſeal upon thine arm :— 


Grant, Lord, my name engrav'd may be 
Upon thy heart and breaſt ; 

And ſo inſure thy love to me, 
My glorious God and Prieſt. 


O ſet me ſtedfaſt as a ſeal 
Upon thine arm divine, 

And by confirming marks reveal 
Thy mighty love is mine. 

Grant alſo, Lord, my love to thee 
May firmly be impreſt : 

And let thy name my fignet be 
Deep ſtamp'd upon my breaſt. 

f 2 
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410 APARAPHRASE on the CH AP. VIN, 


O may my heart the centre prove 
Of thy affections keen; 

Thy heart the centre of my love, 
And nought to enterveen. 


or love is ftrong as death, jealouſy is cruel as the 


grave — 
Strong wings of holy love aloft 
Bear up my ſoul afreſh, 
Which in ſweet raptures dying ſoft 
Forgets the clog of fleſh. 


While thus my heart does mounting fly, 
On this ſeraphic wing, 

In love to thee I kindly die 
To ev'ry mortal thing. 

As thy ſtrong love, O Lord, to me 
Could conquer death and dread ; 

So does my ardent love to thee 
The pow'r of death exceed, 

It kills me, Lord; I can't reſiſt 
This ſtrong deſire of mine: 

If not with ſatisfaction bleſt, 
To death, to death J pine. 


Admit, me Lord, into thy heart, 
Leſt my heart jealous be, 

That either thine from me depart, 
Or mine depart from thee. 

Such jealouſy would ſore torment, 
And torture me to death; 

Like the devouring grave, intent 
To ſtop my vital breath. 


— The coals thereof are coals of fire, which have a mot 
vohement flame. 


Theſe jealous flames will / zag conſume 
My ſoul, like burning fire ; 


Unleſs thy loving anſwer come 


To ſuit my heart's deſire 


My flaming heart does bleed afreſh, 
If thou depart i' th' leaſt; 

Mine ardent zeal cats up my fleſh, 
Love-fickneſs pains my bre 


V 


the 


VER. 6—8. SONG of SOLOMON. 411 


The ſparks of fervid love aſcend 
Like mounting flames on high; 
With veh'ment force they heav' award bend. 
And pierce the azureſky; 
O let thy bowels, Lord, be mov d 
To grant my heart's deſire: 
I'd rather die than, not be lov'd; 
My heart is all on fire. 


Verſe 7. Many waters cannat quench love, neither can 
the floods drown it :' if a man would give all the 
ſubſtance of bis houſe for n it would utterly be 
contemned. 

No waves could quench thy 18 which ſat 

As king upon the flood m g h 

Of rolling vengeance, vaſtly great, 

And on a ſea of blood. b 
Thus nor can many waters drown 
My flaming love to thee; 
Nor torents of turmoil * beat down 
The zeal that burns in me. 


In vain by flatt'ries, or by fears, 
Do hell and earth combine 

To quench the fire of love, that bears 
A ſtamp ſo much divine. 


Deſertion black, nor dev'l, nor man, 
Nor air, nor earth, nor ſea, 

Nor life, nor death, nor angels can 
Divorce my love from thee . 


Were wealth to bribe my love, I could 
The golden bait diſdain, 

Like deſpicable dung that would 
Invade my heart in vain. 

| caſt contempt on ſuiters all, 
That dare compete with thee ; 

And value thrones no more than thrall, 
Should they thy rivals be. 


Verſe 8. J We have a little fer, and the hath no 
breaſts : what ſhall we da for our fler, in the day 
when ſhe ſhall be ſpoken for? 


® Buſtle or tic. See Rom. viii. 45,—39. 


412 APARAPHRASE on the CHA P. VIII. 


Since now, dear Lord, our mutual love 
Is thus ſo deep impreſt; | 

May 1 this acceſs ſweet improve, 
'T hat others may be bleſt | 

Our little ſiſter, Lord, to wit, 
A barren Gentile race, 2 

With all uncall'd, unſav'd, as yet, 
Though choſen by thy grace: 


She little knowledge hath, we ſee, 
No taſhion'd breaſts of love; 

No principle of grace from thee, 
Nor nurture from above: 


No breaſts of conſolation ſweet, 
No word, no means of grace; 
No warm milk of inſtruction meet 

To feed her ſtarving race. 


What ſhall be done for her, I pray, 
And for her progeny, 

When they ſhall on the marriage-day 
Be call'd to match with thee? 


What for our ſiſter- church to come, 
Which Jews or Greeks ſhall hatch ; 

To bring her to the marriage-room, 
And carry on the match? 


Cnuri1is T's Words. + 


verſe 9. If ſhe be a wall, we will build upon her a po- 
lace of filver ; and if ſhe be a door, we will incliſe 
her with boards of cedar. 


Love, I'll inform thee what we'll do, 
With this our fiſter dear, | 
When by the goſpel-call J woo, 
And ſpeak into her ear. 


If once the good work were begun, 
As by my grace it ſhall; 
And ſhe by faith on me alone 
Built like a brazen wall : 
We'll make the wall a work complete, 
A filver palace fair &, 
A temple for my haly Sp'rit 
To dwell for ever there. 
P ſalm cxhiv. 13. 


III. 


VER, 9, 10. SONG of SOLOMON. 413 


If once I make her heart a door, 
Wide ope to take me in; 

We'll as with cedar-boards ſecure, 
And ſtrengthen her within. 


We Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 


Will frame, advance, and crown 
The happy building, at our coſt, 
Which hell ſhall ne'er pull down. 


Ev'n outcaſt Gentiles baſe, at length 
The wond'ring world ſhall ſee 

In num'rous iſſue, beauty, ſtrength, 
And grandeur rival thee. 


The CHURCEH''s Words. 


Verſe 10. Iam a wall, and my breaſts like towers : 
then was I in his eyes as one that found favour. 


Kind Lord, how gladly do I hear 
Thy promiſe made to me, 

For ele& fiſter-churches dear! 
I roll their care on thee. 


My ſweet experience clears thou wilt 
Thus kindly deal with them; 

For l'm a wall moſt firmly built, 
And rear'd upon thy name. 


Thou mak'ſt my breaſts of graces grow 
Like iv'ry tow'rs ſo high; 

I truſt what love to me doſt ſhow, 
To them thou won't deny. 


When grace my unbelief deſtroy'd 

And on my rock me fix'd; 

Thy favour then my ſoul enjoy'd, 
With ſweet love-tokens mix'd. 


Then did my life's department ſhew 
'Thine image on my heart; 
Ang thou thyſelf with pleaſure view 
he grace thou didſt impart. 


I'm joyful when to mind I do 
Theſe happy days recall: 

By grace was I built up, and ſo 
My little ſiſter ſhall, 


414 A PARATHRASE on the CHAr. VIII. v. 
Verſe 11. Solomon had a vineyard at Baal. hamon; he 


let out the vineyard unto keepers : every one for the 


Fruit thereof was to bring a thouſand pieces of ſilver, 


Another obje& of my care, 
Beſide our ſiſter dear, 

Is likewiſe, Lord, thy vineyard fair, 
Already planted here. 

Our Solomon, the Prince of peace, 
A vineyard did poſſeſs, 

And to a multitude did leaſe, 
And let it out to dreſs. 


At Baal-hamon, where he plants 
Upon a fruitful ſoil, 

And ſervants with commiſſion grants 
To keep it from turmoil. 


He takes the care in chief, but they 
An under-truſt maintain ; 

He wakes and keeps it night and day. 
Elſe watchmen watch in vain &. 

From ev'ry ſervant there employed 
He ſtill requires the rent 

Of praiſe, for what they have enjoy'd, 
And work to his content. 

Each one for fruit that he aſſigns 
Proportion'd tribute brings, 

And renders for a thouſand vines 
A thouſand ſilverlings +. 


CnR1sT's Words. 
Verſe 12. My vineyard, which is mine, is before me :— 


My vineyard, Love, the object is 
Of my peculiar care; 

My heart and eye is fix'd on this 
More cloſe than any where. 

Tis mine by ſpecial right and grant, 
By blood and conqueſt too ; 

The ſtate and caſe of ev'ry plant 
Is always in my view. 


* Iſaiah v. r,—4. Pſalm cxxvii. 1. T Ifaiah vi. 23- c 


VER. II, 12. SONG of SOLOMON, 


My vineyard in my boſom ſet, 
Has therein ſuch a room, 

A woman ſooner can forget 
The infant of her womb f. 


Though nature ſhould her frame deſert, 
And mothers monſters prove; 

Yet Zion dwells upon the he 
Of everlaſting love. 


The Cyuurcn'?s Words. 


— Thou, O Solomon, muſt have a thouſand ; and thoſe 
that keep the fruit thereof two hundred. 


True, Lord; the vineyard is thine own, 
The charge is chiefly thinez © -» 
Yet under thee, thou haſt made known, 

The charge is alſo mine *. 


This vineyard of mine own, alas! 
Of late I did neglect; 

But now I will the truſt, through grace, 
More carefully inſpect. 

My graces, talents, tine, and all, 
That I receive from thee, 

To huſband for thy ſervice, ſhall 
Be always in mine eye. 

The fruits of gratitude PII bring, 
Which unto thee I owe : 

The vineyard's revenue, O King, 
Belongs to thee, I know. 


To thee a thouſand fold pertains ; 
And when thou gett'ſt thy due, 
To under-keepers, for their pains, 

Two hundred ſhall accrue. 


Though none that labour in thy name 
Shall of thy praiſe partake; | 

Yet what reſpect is due to them 
Pll render for thy ſake. 

7 Tfaiah xlix. 15. 

The preceding part of this verſe, though already explained, 


and applied to Chriſt ; yet, being reckoned by ſome to be the 
church's words, are here alſo reſumed as hers. 


Vol. X. Gg g 
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416 4 PARAPHRASE on the Cup. VIII. Iv 


CHRIST'S Word. 


Verſe 13. Thou that dwelle/t in the gardens, the com. 
panions hearken to thy voice: cauſe me to hear it X. 


O thou my bride, that lov'ſt to haunt 
The gardens of my grace, | 

And folemn inns where ev'ry faint 
Delights to ſee my face. 


I'm pleas'd thou careful keep for me 
The orchards of my love, 


Until thy nobler manſion be 


'The Paradiſe above. 


The faints, all thy companions dear, - 
To ſocial worſhip bent, 

Are glad thy gracetul words to hear, 
And to thy voice intent. 


Take this occaſion in thy walk 
To cauſe me to be heard; 

Make me the ſubject of thy talk, 
My name to be rever'd. 


And while they to my voice give ear, 
Cauſe me to hear it too, 

By flying poſts of frequent pray'r: 
Full freedom I allow. 

P'll joy how oft I hear from thee, 
Until the parting ſkreen, 

And range of hills, *twixt thee and me, 
No more ſhall interveen. 


The ChHurcn's Words. 
Verſe 14. J Make haſte f, my Beloved, and be thiu 


like to a roe, or to a young hart, upon the mountains 


of ſpices. 


Ah, Lord! communion with thee now 
Is ſweet, but quickly o'er : 


We mult not part but with a view 


To meet again in glore. 


* Or, cauſe me to be heard. + Heb. Fly away. 


I, 


"ROY 
* 
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VER. 13, 14. SONG of SOLOMON, 417 


Mean time, let ſtill freſh news from thee 
(My ſoul from ſloth to purge) 

Effect thy hearing oft from me, 
As thou art pleas'd to urge. 


But, O make haſte to bring me home, 
To that delicious place, 

Where fears and doubts can never come, 
Nor clouds to vail thy face. 


Fly like a youthful hart or roe, 
On ſpeedy wings of love : 
I languiſh while I fin below, 
And long to ling above. 
'Tis good, indeed, to taſte thy grace, 
In gardens here below ; j 
But better far to ſee thy face 
Above, where ſpices flow. 


Theſe balmy heights thy glory fills, 
Till the refreſhing day: 

But haſte, my Love, upon the hills; 
Love cannot bear delay. 


Thy ſecond coming muſt be dear, 
O my Belov'd, to me; | 

For, when thou ſhalt with clouds appear, 
PII then be like to thee. 


Thy foes that awful day may hate, 
And view with fearful grudge ; 
But, free of dread, I long, I wait: 

My Love will be my Judge. 


I ardent pant with reſtleſs eyes, 
To ſee thee face to face : 

No leſs than glory can ſuffice 
The appetite of grace. 


My months are ages of delay, 
Each minute ſlowly wears; 
Till thy ſwift chariot roll away 
Theſe rounds of tedious years. 
No balſam can remede my lore, 
Till Jeſus, from on high, 
Shall cleave the ſtarry plains, and o'er 
The cryſtal mountains fly. 
Ggg 2 


418 A PARATHRASE, c. CHAD, VIII 


Roll days and years out of the way 
Between my ſoul and thee. We 

O haſte the conſummation-day ; „ + 
AMEN, fo let it be. | 


— £ 


The END of the PARAPHRASE on the SONG or S0Lowoy, 


DDD rere een 


cCRIPTURE SONESC 


IN TWO BOOKS. 


0. Boo I. Conſiſts of OL D-TESTAM ENT So zor, 


Soxos on ſeveral Seled Paſſages in the Old Teſtament. 
IN SIX PARTS. | 


Part l. Comprehends fourteen Poems upon ſuch Paſſages of 
Scripture as the Author has verſified from Genes to Fob. 


Part II. Contains Jos's Hymxs; or, an hundred ſhort Poems, 
upon the ſame Number of ſelect Parts and Paſſages of that 
Book. 

Part III. A New Vexs$10n of the Song Solomon, in eight 
Chapters. 

Part IV. Contains twenty-one Pons; ſelected on E cclefraſter, 
Iſaiah, and Feremiab. 

Part V. A Short PararanaAsE upon the 8 Jere- 
miab, in five Chapters. 

part VI. Comprehends fix Pokus, ſeleded from the Minor 
Prephets. 


Book II. Conſiſts of NEw-TEsTAMENT SonGs; 


or, SONGs on ſeveral ſelect parts in the New Teſtament, 
IN THREE PARTS. 


Part I. Containing ſeventeen SoxGs ſeleaed from the Four 
Evangeliſt. 

Part II. Comprehends twenty-four Soxcs ſelected out of the 
different Apo/tolical Epiſtles. 

Part. III. Conſiſts of ſixteen Songs extracted from the Book of 
the Revelation. 
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KOBE WISE MES TI; 


TO the account, given by the Author, in the following Pre. 
face, of the occaſion and deſign of theſe Scripture Songs, it may 
not be improper to acquaint the Reader with the Manner of their 
firſt publication, and the reaſon of their preſent arraignment, 

As to the manner in which theſe Songs were emitted into the 
world, it was at firſt in four different tracts. The Paraphraſe en 
the Lamentations of Feremiah was firſt publiſhed as a ſpecimen of 
the whole, with an intimation to any, who had a mind, to offer 
their remarks thereupon. We never heard of any obſervation; 
made to the Author upon it ; and we are quite certain he himſelf 
made no alterations upon it after the firſt publication. The kindly 
reception it met with encouraged him to proceed; and the public 
was next favoured with 4 New Verſion of the Song of Solo, 
publiſhed along with his large explicatory poem on that book, 
Some time after this he publiſhed what was intitled, Fob's Hymn; 
or, his poems on ſeveral ſelect paſſages of that book. Then ve 
were favoured with the reſt of the Scripture Songs, in three parts, 
All theſe were carefully reviſed and prepared for the preſs by the 
Author himſelf, except a few poems which compoſed what was 
called the third part of the Scripture Songs, which were not ex- 
tracted from his thort-hand characters before his death; but theſe 
were carefully reviſed and compared with the original by his ſon, 
the Rev. Mr. Henry Erſkine of Falkirk. | 

We are next to- ſſign the reaſon of their preſent arraignment, 
Though theſe poems were publiſhed at firſt in ſundry ſeparate 
tracts, and at different times, yet it is certain they were deſigned 
to compoſe one intire work. As we have now the whole before 
ns, it was judged proper to arraign them in ſuch a manner as to 

compoſe one complete Collection of Scripture Songs. To effectuate 
this deſign, they are divided into two books: the firſt book con- 
tains Old-Teftament Songs, in ſix parts; the other conſiſts of New- 
Teſtament Songs, in three parts, All theſe are placed in the re- 
gular order in which they ly in the ſcripture. | 
It is probable, had our Author lived ſome, time longer, he 
would have enriched this collection with ſeveral other poems, upon 
other parallel and celebrated paſſages of ſcripture; for it appears 
he was going on with the work when providence put a period to 
his natural lite, and tranſlated him to ſing the ſong of Moſes and 
the Lamb, in the church triumphant above. | 8. 
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SHEWING THE 


occaſion and Deſign of the following Por us. 


READER, 


T HE work of turning all the reſt of the Scripture Songs into 


metre, as the Pſalms of David are, and for the ſame public 


aſe, was propoſed by the church of Scotland, more than an hun- 
dred years ago, and that in one of the molt noted period: of her 
Reformation; particularly by an act of the General Ailembly, 
Augult 28th, 1647. This affair having never yet been accom- 


pliſhed to general ſatisfaction, though ſame eſſays were made to- 
wards it“, it was recommended to me, bowever ſenſible of my 
own unfitneſs for it, to try my hand upon this work, The firſt 
public recommendation was by the Aſſociate Synod, Azns 1747. 
And though I began it, by turning ſome of theſe Songs into 
metre, the beſt way I could, ſuch as the ſong of Moſes, Exod. xv. 
and Deut. xxxit. the Song of Deborah and Barak, Judges v. and 
ſeveral others; yet, I may ſay, Satan hindred me in my progreſs 
therein, and ſtood at my right-hand to reſiſt me, by caſting temp- 
tations in my way: and the holy providence of God ſeemed, from 
time to time, in vacant hours, to be putting other neceſſary work 
in my hand ; which yet, I hope, (with means that others alſo 
have uſed) has had its own uſefulneſs, for fencing and fortifying 
a number of the Lord's people againſt the terrible temptations, 
into which too many have been ſo much inſnared, as that, under 
the maſk of zeal for a new religion and profeſſion, they cannot tell 
what, Satan has got his circle drawn about them, to hedge them 
in from coming to feed in theſe green paſtures, wherein they have 
been formerly nouriſhed : and in which (trait and ſinful incloſure 
they will, in all appearance, be detained, till God himſelf break 
the ſnare, and looſe the priſoners ; and till /he captives of the migh- 
ty be taken away, and the prey of the terrible be delivered, Iiaiah 
Ilix. 24, 25. . 
2 I have again got a little leiſure, amidſt the intervals of 
my. other miniſterial work, to go on in the proſecution of what 
has been ſo often recommended to me; ſo I have yielded to the 


* This recommendation of the Aſſembly was given to Mr. Zacharias Boyd. 
He complied with the recommendation; for we find the Aſſembly 1648. ap- 
pointing two of their number to reviſe his labours : but they were never pub- 
lickly approven of.—About forty years after this there was another attempt to 
have this deſign accompliſhed ; and ſo we find a verſion of the Scripture Songs 
publiſhed, Arno 1686. ſuppoſed to be written by one Mr. Simſon : but theſe 
did not yield public ſatisfaction neither. —This affair was again propoſed by 
ſome latter Aſſemblies ; and ſome of the ſcripture ſongs underwent a reviſing : 
but none of them have as yet obtained the public ſanction of the church. 

The interruption that our Author met with ia this affair, and the other 
neceſſary work that was called for at his hand, has a reſpe& to the uahappy 
conteſt about the lawfulneſs of the religious clauſe of ſome bu caths, aud 
tie writings he publiſhed on that ſubject. 
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ſed of God, for the edification of his churek and people, is th: 
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publication of this ſmall ® part of the work in the mean time; he. 8 
cauſe this being one of the intire books of ſcripture by itſelf, and 
having jult now made this eſſay upon it: the judgment of the jy. 
dicious about this being once given, and remarks offered by thoſ 

that pleaſe upon it, there may be the leſs ado, if providence bring WM () 
forward all the reſt, to be ſubjected alſo to the trial of thoſe why 
have parts as well as piety. And, no doubt, but the reſt, if the 

Lord will, may be forwarded with the more pleaſure, if this, x; 

a ſpecimen, ſhall be acceptable, 

In caſe this paraphraſe [viz, on the Lamentations,] or any o. pe 
ther par. of the Scripture Songs, intended to be publiſhed, ſhould 
come to have another edition, thele who incline, and have {kill 
and judgment, are hereby allowed and deſired to ſend, by letters, 
their obſervations to the author, it they find any real impropris 
ties, or failures, either in the frame of the poeſy, or fitneſs of the 
paraphraſe; eſpecially the latter of theſe, for he does not pretend 
to a genius fitted to act the ſublime poet; and it may, perhaps, 
be no diſadvantage, in compoſures of this kind, deſigned for ge. 
neral uſe, that the middle path be kept between the too flat aud 
too ſoaring ſtrain. But he will reckon himſelf much obliged to 
any ſkilled, hands, that ſhall not only obſerve what they chiaß needs 
to be amended, but alſo ſet down their own eſſays for correQing 
thereof; and according to the gravity, merit, and importance, 
of the obſervations and amendments, ſo ſhall he endeavour to 
give thoſe that make them all the ſatisfaction he can in the nen 
edition. And that any who pleaſe, may the more eaſily compare 
the Text and the Paraphraſe, he has cauſed print them both to- 
gether T. Where the decent frame of the metre allows not any 
ſeeming agreement with the words of the text, the learned reader . 
is to judge eſpecially of its agreement with the ſcope and intent 
thereof: and in this I have not neglected to conſult commmenta- 
tors; only in places where they were of different minds, I was 
obliged to make a choice of what I thought beſt, and moſt conſo- 
nant with the context. And when the marginal readings, or the 
original Hebrew text yielded any aſſiſtance, they were not neglected. 

I have not, in all and every one of the Scripture Songs, ſtudied 
rhyme in the firſt and third line of every ſtanza; though, in the 
moſt part of them, it is carefully obſerved. —That all may be blel- 


- 
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earnelt delire of their ſervant, and yours in Chrilt, 


RALPH ERSEINE. Sen 


The mall part of the work, here alladed to by the Author, is his Parte ju 
Phraſe on the Lamentations of Jeremiah, which he firſt publiſhed by itſelf, 353 " 
ſpecimen of the whole, [with the ſcriptures annexed on the margin At ful , 
length, and the marginal readings at the foot of the page, that the reader IC 
might ealily compare the verſion with the original text,] ard to which this ac- f 


count of the occaſion and deſign of his writing theſe SCRIPTURE SON GS Wi 
Gr(t prefixed ; but as it teſpects them all, it is now made to front the whole. 

+ This was done in the firſt edition of the Paraphraſe on the Lamentations 
of jcremiah, which was deſigned as a ſpecimen. 
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OLD-TESTAMENT Sonos; or, Songs upon ſe- 


veral Select Paſſages in the Old Teſtament. 
P AN FX I. 


pots ſelected from ſeveral Paſſages of Scripture in the 


Hiſtorical Parts of the Old Teſtament, viz. from the 
Book of Genefis to Job. 


INTRODUCTION. 


C It is generally agreed, among the learned and inquiftive, that 


writings in poetry have been the firſt ttat were uſed in the world ; 
that they have been co-equal with, if not even prior to the invention 
or uſage of letters : nay, that in ſeveral nations poetical compęſi- 
tions actually preceded the very invention or uſage of letters. And 
in ſuch veneration was this way of writing held among the antients, 
that their poets were called vates, prophets; and their muſes 
were deied. But, which is flill more certain and conſiderable, 
the moſt antient compoſition that we meet with in the ſacred vo- 
lune itſelf, is the Song of Moſes at the Red. ſea, recorded, Exod. 
w. 1,—22. ® which we find before the very firſt mention of writ- 
ing; for that occurs not till Exod xvii, 14. when the Lord injoins 
Maſes to write a memorial of the war with Amalek. 


Many ſacred Songs are to be met with in the Old Teſtament, ſcat- 


tered both in the hiſtorical and prephetical books, penned upon par- 
ticular and remarkable occaſions ; which, in the opinion of very 
competent judges, have in them as true and noble flrains of peetry 
and picture, as are to be met with in any other language what/:- 
ever, in ſpite of all the diſadvantage from tranſlation into ſo dif- 
ferent tongues, and common proſe ; nay, are nabler examples of 
the true ſublime ſlile of poetry than any can he ſound in the pagan 
writers : the images are ſo firing, lively, and proper ; the thaughts 
ſo grand, elevated, and profound ; the expreſſions ſo lofty, mag- 
nificent, and divine; and the figures h admirable, bold, and 
moving, that the wonderful manner of theſe writings is quite ini- 
mitable, 


dame other very important and highly intereſting paſſages of ſcripture, 


very appeſite for the matter of a ſong, are alſo here verſified, though 
net [5 in the original. And although the hiſtorical parts of ſcrip- 
ture afford us the ſmalleſt number either of theſe, or poetica! paſ- 


ſages, yet the fullowing Songs are ſelected therefrom. 8. 


This Song is the moſt antient and moſt ſublime piece of poetry in the 
world: the images are noble and lively; the arraingment of its ideas is proper 
an! beautiful; the ſtile, lofty and magniticent ; and the ſtrain of piety, which 
wenthes through the whole, is angelical. 
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The firſt Six Days Work ; or, the firſt Chapter of 


Geneſis compendized. * 


HE firſt day at Jehovah's word, 
Which brought from nothing all, 
Did heav'n, and earth, and light afford, 
To form the ſpacious ball. 


The next, a firmament ſo wide, 
A large expanded ſky, 

That might the waters courſe divide, 
And bear the clouds on high. 


The third, ſevering land from ſeas, 
Ere ſun and rain were ſeen; 

Made earth produce herbs, graſs, and trees, 
To paint her face with green. 


The fourth, ſun, moon, and ſtars of light, 
Within their circling ſpheres, 

Set up to rule the day and night, 
And mark out months and years. 


The fifth, made finny tribes to move, 
And cut the floods beneath ; 

And feather'd hoſts to fly above, 
And wing their airy path. 


The ſixth, all earthly beaſts did bring, 
And form the grazing herb : 

Then man to be the creatures king 
His Maker great preferr'd. 


On man he did his image draw; 
Thus fair at firſt he ſtood, 
When God review'd his works and ſaw 


That all was very good. 


[But ſoon as man, by ſin's inrode, 

Wyas ſtain'd, the change was ſad! 
Of all the ſix days work of God, 

Ihe beſt was very bad! ] 


The Reader, if he pleaſes, may ſee this tranſaction in another 
kind of poeſy, p. 248, 249. 
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R 
The Firſt Goſpel Promiſe. Gen. ili. 15. 


HE promiſe firſt, that led the van, 
Did curſe the tempting ſnake ; 
But op'd the door of bliſs to man, 
For thus Jehovah ſpake: 


« PII put eternal enmity, 
& O thou ſatanic foe! 

« Between the woman foil'd and thee, 
«© To thy diſgrace and wo. 


« Her ſeed and thine immortal feud 
&« Shall both be made to feel; 

“It ſhall intirely break thy head, 
Thou only bruiſe his heel. 


“ And to give thee. the fatal blow, 
«© Her ſeed ſhall be my Sox; 

« Deſtroy thy works, and quite undo 
«© What miſchief thou haſt done.“ 


| S O N G III. 
The Ten Plagues of Iſrael named and juſtified. 


Exod. vil. viii. ix. x. and xii. chap. 


HE firſt, their water turn'd to blood, 
Their blood thirſt to requite. 
The ſecond, caus'd vile frogs to croud, 
To *venge their crocking ſpite. 


The third, turn'd all their duſt to /ice, 
Their ſordid ways to wreck. 

The fourth, made ſwarms of flees ariſe, 
Their ſoaring pride to check. 


The fifth, their beaſts with murrain kill'd 
To ſmite their brutiſh kin. 

The ſixth, with boils their bodies fill'd, 
To ſcourge the blains of fin. 


The ſeventh, deſtroy'd with fire and hail. 
Their fury to aſſwage. 
The eighth, made lociiſis fierce: prevail, 


To recompence their rage. 
Hhh 2 
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The ninth, thick darkneſs on them drew, 
For doubling Iſra'l's tales. 

The tenth, all Egypt's Sr/2-born ſlew, 
For murd'ring Iſra'l's males. 


S'O NN G - th 


The Song of Moss, when the 1ſraelites were delivered 
out of the hands of the Egyptians. Exod. xv, 1,—21, 


SECT. I. 


The Lokp's Praiſe celebrated for his own Excellence, 
and overthrowing his Enemies. 


Ver. | L ſing unto the Lord, who doth 
i 1 His glorious triumph ſhew; 
For he the horſe, and rider both, 
Into the ocean threw. 
2 Weak was I, but the Lord's my ſtrength ; 
Dumb, but he's now my ſong ; 
Loſt, but he is become at length 
All my falvation ſtrong. 
He is my God, I'll him prepare 
An habitation nigh ; 
My father's God, with double care 
I will exalt him high. 
3 The Lord's a man of war, I boaſt 
The Lord his name to be; 
4 He Pharoah's chariots and his hoſt, 
Hath caſt into the ſea. 


He did his choſen captains drown, 
Within the Red-ſea brink ; 
The depths them hid, to th' bottom down 
They like a ſtone did fink. 
6 Thy right-hand, O Jehovah, did 
Its pow'rful glory ſhow ; 
Thy right-hand, O Jehovah, did 
In pieces daſh the foe. 
7 Soon in thy greatnefs excellent, 
Thy foes thou ruin'd halt ; 
And forth thine indignation ſent, 
Did them as ſtubble waſte. 
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8 Lo! at thy noſtrils blaſt, on fight 
The waves combining roſe ; 


Floods, as an heap, did ſtand upright, 
The deeps 1 in mid- ſea froze. 


9 The raging foe thus ſpoke in pride, 
« PI now purſue them hot; 
red « ] will o'ertake, I will divide 
21, The ſpoil upon the ſpot: 


My luſts its ſatis faction full 
* Upon them ſhall enjoy; 
, My bloody fword draw forth I will, 
My hand ſhall them deſtroy.” 


10 But when thy wind did blow, with ſpeed 

The billows were their graves ; 

For down they fank, as pond'rous lead, 
Within the mighty waves. 

[Thy orders quickly overthrew, 

Thy proud Egyptian hoſt, 

Who, boldly daring to purſue 
Were in the ocean loſt. ] 


Ser. IL 


The LoRD extolled for his wonderful Works in 
preſerving his People. 


11 Who is like thee among the gods ! 
Lord, who is like to thee ? 
So vaſt, ſo infinite the odds, 
Where can thine equal be ! 


In holineſs moſt glorious, 
In praiſes fearful too ; 

In doing wonders merycllous, 
None elſe the like can do! 


12 When thou but ſtretchedſt thy right-hand, 
The earth obedient roſe, 8 
With open mouth, at thy command, 
And ſwallow'd up thy foes. 
13 Thou, all the folk thou did'ſt redeem 
Haſt led forth in thy grace; 
And, in thy ſtrength, haſt guided them 
Unto thy holy place. 
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14 People ſhall hear and fear, and ſo 
In grief and anguiſh pine 
Sorrow ſhall catch the folk that do 

Inhabite Paleſtene. | 


15 On Edom's dukes amazing fits, 
On Moab's men of might 
Trembling ſhall ſeize; all Canaanites 
Shall melt away outright. 


16 Great fear and dread ſhall them en 
Thine arm's great mightineſs 
Shall ſtill them, as a ſtone ſupreſt, 
Till once thy people paſs; 


Till once the folk, thou nn haſt, 
Paſs over by thy grant. 
To the mountain thou ase 
17 Thoul't them bring in and plant. 


The place, O Lord, which thou haſt made, 
To be thy dwelling fine, 
The ſanctuary eſtabliſhed 
Firm, by thy hands divine. 
18 The Lord ſhall ever reign, who hath 
Such fame by Pharoah's plea, 
19 Whoſe chariot, horſe, and cavalcade, 
So madly took the ſea : 
For then the Lord upon their head. 
Rol'd back the waves again; 
But on dry land went Iſra'l's ſeed 
Amidſt the cloven main. | 


SECT. III. Mix1am*s Anſwer. 


Sing to the Lord, who made his name, 
In pomp triumphant known; 


The horſe and rider both, by him, 
Were in the ocean thrown. 


| 8 O0 N G v. 
The Ten Command abridged and vorſiſted. Exod. xx. % 


[1.] O God but me thou ſhalt adore, 
I am thy God alone. 7 
[2.] No image frame to bow before, 
But 1dols all dethrone. 
See the commands in another kind of poeſy, p. 234. 
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[3.] God's glorious name take not in vain, 
' For be rever'd he will. 

DA. ] His ſacred Sabbath don't profane, 
Mind it is holy {till, 

5. ] To parents render due reſpect, 
This may thy life prolong. 

6. ] All murder ſhun and malice check, 
To no man's life do wrong. 


[7.] From thoughts of whoredom baſe abſtain, 
From words and actions vile. 

[8.] Shun theft and all unlawful gain, 
Nor gather wealth by guile. 


[9.] Falſe witneſs flee, and ſland'ring ſpite, 
Nor wilful lies invent. 
[10.] Don't covet what's thy neighbour's right, 
Nor harbour diſcontent. | 


„„ VI. 


Submiſſion and Deliverance; or, Gop's appearing in 
Extremity, and ABRAHAM offering his Son. 


Gen. xxii. 6,—19. 
ORD, we, through grace at thy command, 
With faith and humble zeal, 


Reſign our ſpirits to thy hand, 
To mould them to thy will. 


We, at our Father's heav'nly word, 
Who never did us wrong, 
Give up our comforts to the Lord, 
To whom they all belong. 


He will reſtore what we reſign, 
Or grant, if not the ſame, 

Some other bleſſings more divine, 
To clear our higher claim, 


At God's command thus Abra'm took 
The wood, the fire, the knite, 

And ſtraight prepar'd the dreadful ſtroke 
At fav'rite Iſaac's life. 


Abra'm, forbear, the angel cry'd, 
Touch not thy darling ſon ; 

Thy faith is ſhewn, thy love is try'd, 
The deed is held as done. 
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Thy ſon ſhall live, and in thy ſeed, e 
That ſhall of Iſaac ſpring, 
All nations ſhall be bleſt indeed; 
And death ſhall loſe its ſting. 
Juſt in the laſt diſtreſſing hour, 
When quite we ſeem undone, 
The Lord diſplays deliv'ring pow'r 
And makes his mercy known. 
The mount of danger 1s the place 


Where God m pomp appears, 
To ſhew us his ſurpriſing grace, 


And diſſipate our fears, 
S O N G VII. 


The Prophetical Song of Mosks, ſetting forth Gop': 
Mercy and Vengeance. Deut. xxii. 1 43. 
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oer. . 
Gop and IsRAaEL characterized. 


Ver. LOFT T heav'ns! give ear, I'll ſpeak; | 
I O ſtupid earth! attend; 
To the inſtructions of my mouth 
An ear devoutly lend. 


My doctrine down like rain ſhall drop, 1 
2 My ſpeech diſtil like dew ; 
As ſmall rain chears the tender herb 
And ſhow'rs the graſs renew. 


3 Becauſe aloud I pubhſh will hes. 1 
Jehovah's name abroad, 
Aſcribe ye glory to the Lord, 
And greatneſs to our God. 


4 The rock whoſe work moſt perfect is, 12 
His ways all judgment be! 
A God of truth, and without fin, 
Both juſt and right is he. 


5 But they have ſtain'd themſelves, ele ſpot _ 10 
Is not the ſpot of ſons; 
For they a crooked nation are, 
A race of perverſe ones. 
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Ver. O! do you thus requite the Lord, 
6 Unwiſe and fooliſh ye? 
Is not the Lord thy Father kind, 
That bought, made, ſettled thee ? 


SECT. II. 
The great Things God had done for IsxAEL. 


7 Mind days of old, mark what the years 
From age to age befel : 
Thy Father aſk, he will thee ſhow ; 
Thy elders, they will tell : 


$ That when the Higheſt did divide 
To nations all their lot, 
5 When Adam's ſons he ſet apart, 
To each their proper ſpot, 


He wiſely ſet the people's bounds, 
Juſt to the number'd race 
Of Iſrael's ſeed, whom he defign'd 


To occupy their place. 


9 Becauſe Jeyovan's portion is 
His people, whom he found; 
The lot of his inheritance 
Is Jacob's ſeed renown'd. 


10 He found him in a deſart waſte, 
In howling deſarts dry: 
He led him round, him taught, him kept, 
As th' apple of his eye, 
11 As th' eagle fond ſtirs up her neſt, 
And flutters o'er her young, 
Spreads out, and then upon her wings, 
Them takes and bears along: 


12 Ev'n ſo the Lord along him led, 
No helper elſe was nigh; 
As an aſſiſtant, join'd with him, 
No foreign god could vie. 
13 On earth's high places, forts, and holds, 
He made him ride in ſtate, . 
'That of the increaſe of the fields, 


He might with pleaſure eat. 
Vol. . Tit 
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Of honey ſweet, for him to ſuck, 
He made the rock to ſoil; 

And made, for him, the flinty rock 
Produce the fineſt oil. 


14 Butter of kine, and milk of ſheep, 


Were ready thee to feed ; 
With fat of lambs, and goats, and rams, 
That were of Baſhan's breed: 


With fat oi wheaten gre be fine, 
So plump and large the ſhapes; 
And for thy drink unmixed wine, 


The pureſt blood of grapes. 


SE cT. III. 
JesHURUN's Ingratitude and Sin. 


15 But, ah! Jeſhurun when poſleſt 


Of plenty, ſoon withdrew 
From God ; and like a pamper'd beaſt, 
Both fat and vicious grew. 


Ungrateful he forſook the God 
Did make and him redeem; 
The rock of his ſalvation, thus, 

He lightly did eſteem. 


16 Yea, with ſtrange gods they ſtirred up 


17 


18 


His jealouſy like fire: 
And with abominations great 
Provoked him to ire. 


Altars to devils, not to God, 
For ſacrifice they rear'd: 

To gods unknown, new upſtart gods, 
Their father's never fear'd. 


The mighty Rock, that thee begat, 
Is from thy mind remote ; ; 


Thou haſt the God, that formed thee, 
Ungratefully forgot. 


19 When this Jenovan's eye beheld, 


He did them flight and lothe, 
For the provoking of his ſons, 
And of his daughters both. 
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Ver. He faid, I'll hide from them my face, 
20 See what their end ſhall be, 
For they're a very froward race, 
A faithleſs progeny. 
21 They have me mov'd to jealouſy, 
With that which is no god; 
To wrath they have provoked me, 
With idols vain and odd: 
So them to wrath Ill move with theſe 
That are no people now; 
And, with a fooliſh nation, will 
Provoke and vex them too. 


SECT. IV. 


433 


Gop's Indignation againſt IsxAEL for their Sins. 


22 For in my indignation hot 

Enkindled 1s a fire, 

Which to the loweſt hell ſhall burn, 
With unappeaſed ire: 

It ſhall conſume the earth with all, 
The increaſe ſhe diſtills ; 

And, flaming fierce, ſhall ſet on fire 
The bottoms of the hills. 


23 Miſchiets I will upon them heap, 
Mine arrows on them ſpend. 

24 With hunger burn, with heat devour, 
With ruin ſharp' contend. 


I'll ſend on them the cruel teeth 
Of beaſts, with greedy gult ; 
The poiſon likewiſe of the ſnakes, 
That lurk among the duſt. 
25 The ſword without, and dread within, 
Shall youths and maids deſtroy ; 
The ſucking children alſo reave, 
And hoary heads annoy. 
26 Thus faid I, I will ſcatter them 
To corners out of ken; 
And make their whole remembrance ceaſe 


Amonz the ſons of men : 
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Ver. But that I fear'd their wrathful foes, 
27 To ſtrange behaviour prone, 
Would proudly ſay, Our hand is high, 
Not Jar all this hath done, 


28 For they a fooliſh nation are, 
So void of counſel ſound ; 
No underſtanding is m them, 
Nor knowledge to be found. 
29 But, O that they were wiſe in heart, 
That this they underſtood, 
That they would mind their latter end, 
To their eternal good! 


20 For, how ſhall one a thouſand chaſe, 
And two a thouſand rout, 
Had not the Lord, their rock, them ſold, 
And ſhut up round about? 
31 For their rock cannot equal ours, 
Whoſe pow'r ſuperior known, 
Our foes themſelves are, to their coſt, 
As judges, forc'd to own. 


32 For, lo! their vines of Sodom are, 
And of Gomorrah's field; 
Their grapes are loathſome, grapes of gall, 
That bitter cluſters yield. 
33 Like to the dragon's poiſon is 
The wine which they produce, 
And, like the cruel gall of aſps, 
For killing, not for uſe. 


34 And is not this laid up in ſtore, 
Recorded in my mind, 
Seal'd up among my treaſures hid, 
Until the time defign'd ? 
25 To me belongeth vengeance juſt, 
And recompenſe of wrong; 
Their foot ſhall therefore ſurely flide 
In ſeaſon due ere long: 


| The day of their calamity 

| Is very near at hand; 

The woful things to come on them, 
Make haſte at my command. 


P 
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Ver. But yet the righteous Lord will judge 
36 His people with allay; 

And for his ſervants will himſelf 
Repenting, change his way : 

When he obſerves their pow'r is gone, 
And they, of help bereft, 

Are to the laſt extreme reduc'd, 
And none ſhut up or left. 


37 Then to diſgrace their idols vain, 
Where are their gods? he'll ſay, 
Their rock on whom they baſely threw 
Their confidence away; 


43 Which ate their ſacrifices fat, 
Drank their wine off *rings too ? 
Let them riſe up to be your help, 
And your protection now. 


-Þ T5, Wh 


Concluſion of the Song; including Glory to God, Ter- 
ror to his Enemies, and Comfort to bis People. 


39 See then that I now, ev'n I am, 
No God there is with me : 
I kill and quicken, wound and heal; 
None can my fury flee : 


From laſhes of my lifted hand, 
There's none that can deliver: 
40 For J lift up my hand to heav'n, 
And ſay, I live for ever. 


41 If I but whet my glitt'ring ſword, 
On judgment to take hold ; 
I'll render vengeance to my foes, 
Reward my haters bold. 


42 I'll make my arrows drunk with blood, 
(My ſword with fleſh incloſe,) 
With blood of flain, and captives both, 
From firſt revenge of foes. 


43 O! joy and fing, ye nations all, 
With people that are his; | 
For he'll avenge his ſervants blood, 
Which to him precious i: : 
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Ver. He'll render vengeance to his foes, U 
With his uplifted hand; 
But favour to his people how, 
And mercy to his land. 


SU CG. vHL 
Mos Es's laſt Words ; or, the Excellency of IsKAEI. 
Deut. xx. 26,—29. 


26 HE RE's none like to Jeſhurun's God, 
Who rides, thy helper high, 
On heav'n; and in his pomp abroad 
Upon the azure ſky. 


27 Th' eternal God thy home ſecure, 
And refuge is from harms ; 
And underneath, to prop thee lure, 
Are everlaſting arms: 
Before thy face he'll drive the foe, 
That would thy reſt annoy; 
His pow'r reſiſtleſs, to o'erthrow, 
Shall need but ſay, Deſtroy. 
28 Then Iſra'l ſafe alone ſhall dwell; 
And Jacob's eye ſhall view 
The land where corn and wine excell, 
And heaven diſtils 1ts dew. 
29 O lſra'l! happy in thy Lord; 
No people's fate like thee : 
He's of thy help, the ſhield, the ſword 
Of thy excellency. 
Thus arm'd, thy foes ſhall ſtoop to thee, 
To feign'd ſubmiſſion aw'd ; 
Thou ſhalt tread down their places high, 
Their fence of lies and fraud. 


„ 
The Song of DEBORAH and Bax AE, on IsZAEL's g- 
nal Victory over Ring JaBIN. Judges v. 1,—31- 


RAISE ye the Lord, for the revenge 
Of Iſra'l on- his face,” 
When for the war, the people bent, 
As volunteers aroſe, | 
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Ver. Ye kings, give ear; ye princes, hear; 

Attention ſets you well; 

I'll fing to Jau, I'll ſing to Jax, 
The God of Iſrael. 

4 Lord, when in ſtate thou went'ſt from Seir, 

In march from Edom's field, 

The earth did quake, the heav'ns did drop, 
The clouds their ſhow'rs diſtill'd. 


5 Away before Jenovan's face, 
The melting moutains wore ; 
Before IEHOVAu, Iſrael's God, 
As Sinai blaz'd before. 


6 In Shamgar ſon of Anath's time, 
In Jael's troublous days, 
The roads infeſted were untrode, 
And trav'lers took by-ways. 


7 Then Ifra'Ps villager's haraſs'd, 
Did ceaſe, through fear, did ceaſe, 
Till I, Deborah, roſe; I roſe, 
A mother there for peace. 


8 New gods they chooſe; then wars aroſe, 
And ſpite of gates were keen : 
Where was in Iſra'l ſhield or ſpear 
"Mong forty thouſands ſeen.? 


9 My heart is tow'rd the governors, 
That rule in Iſra'l's coaſts, 
Who *mong the folk were volunteers : 


Bleſs ye the Lord of hoſts. 


10 Speak, ye that on white afles ride, 
Ye that in judgment fit; 
And ye who fate can tread the way, 
Speak out his prailes fit. 


11 Who freed from cruel archers noiſe 
In places they traverſe 
For drawing water; there ſhall they 
The Lord's juſt acts rehearſe; 


Juſt acts for villagers of his 
In Iſra'l there releaſe : 

Then go the people of the Lord 
Down to the gates of peace. 
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Ver. Awake, awake, Deborah, now; 
12 Nou tune the harp of praiſe: 
Awake, awake, with lifted voice, 
A ſong of triumph raiſe; 
Riſe, Barak, and ſtir up thyſelf, 
Thou Abinoam's fon ; 
Lead captive thy captivities, 
And puſh the conqueſt on. 
13 Jenovan gave the remnant mean 
Rule o'er the nobles then; 
And ev'n to me, a woman weak, 
Pow'r o'er the mighty men. 
14 From out of Ephraim the root, 
*Gainſt Amalek was there ; 
Which led by thee, ſtout Benjamin, 
Did *mong the folk appear. 


From Machir came the governors, 
From Zebulun the ſcribes, 

(Whole prudent writs, with ſkilful pen, 
To battle promp'd the tribes.) 


15 The peers and tribes of Iſſachar, 
Cloſe by Deborah went : 
And Barak nimble was on foot, 
Into the valley ſent: 


When Reuben faint ſtood far apart, 
Nor join'd to quell the foes ; 

For his diviſions, ſad and ſmart, 
Great thoughts of heart aroſe. 


16 *Mong ſheepfolds why didſt thou abide, 
The bleeting flocks to wait ? 
For Reuben's rents, and ruptures wide 
Heart ſcrutinies were great. 
17 By Jordan why did Gilead ſtay ; 2 
Dan in his ſhips abide ? 
And Aſher, by the ocean ſhore, 
In creeks his valour hide ? 
18 Zeb'lun's ſtout folk, and Naphtali's, 2 
Their riſked lives did yield; 
Fearleſs to face the front of death, 
Upon the open field. 


LI 
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Ver. In Taanach, by Megiddo's ſtreams, 
19 The kings did fight and fall; 
No money gain got Canaan's kings, 
But fought and forfeit all. 
20 From heav'n above the fiery hoſts 
Fought with a thund'ring ſtorm; 
Stars, in their ranks and courſes high, 
*Gainſt Sis'ra fought in form. 


21 The river Kiſhon, that old ſtream, 

Made ready for the prey, 

By ſwelling to a torrent roſe, 
And ſwept them clean away. 

O thou, my ſoul, through God, thou haſt, 
(Let God be praiſed then) 

By means of+weakneſs feminine, 
Trode down the ſtrength of men. 


22 Then were the warlike horſes hoofs 
Broke by their pranſings mad; 
The pranſings of their mighty ones, 
Their boaſted cavalcade. 


23 (Thus faid the angel of the Lord) 
Come, curſe ye Meroz all; 
On each inhabitant thereof 
Let bitter curſes fall: 


For daſtardly they loll'd at home, 
And came no to, nor choſe 
Jehovah's help, Jehovah's help, 
Againſt the mighty foes. 
24 *Bove women jael, Heber's wife, 
The Kenite, bleſs'd ſhall be; 
Bove women, tim'rous in the tent, 
The blefling gain ſhall ſhe. 
25 He water ſought, the gave him milk, 
For drink to his content; 
And butter in a Jordly diſh, 
Did cunningly preſent. - 
26 The nail ſhe in her left-hand took, 
The hammer in the right; 
Then hammer'd ſoftly Siſera 


Down to the ground on light. 
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Ver. When through his temples ſhe had pierc'd, 
And ſtriken on the ſpot; _ 
Then, fearleſs, ſhe his fetter'd head, 
From off his ſhoulders ſmote. 


27 Thus at her feet he bow'd, he fell, 
And ſtrugling lay decoy'd; 
Proſtrate he fell; and where he bow'd 
There down he fell deſtroy'd. 


28 Sis'ra's vain mother (ſwell'd in thought, 
That the him victor ſpy'd,) 
From out the window glaring look'd, 
And through the latteſs cry'd ; 


* Why ſtays ſo long his conquering car, 
“ With trophies at his heels 

« Triumphant led? Why tarry thus 
« His rapid chariot wheels?“ 


29 Her ladies wiſe about here made 
An anſwer to her mind; 


Yea, ſhe herſelf did to herſelf 
The following anſwer find; 


30 © Have they not ſped ? and is not this 
The reaſon of their ſtay? 

„ That full they may the booty view, 
And deſtribute the prey: 


Jo every man a maid or two, 
«© By poll to call their dues; 

4 To Siſera, beyond the reſt, 
« A prey of divers hews? 


6 Of party-colour'd needle-work, 
* Wrought ſo upon each ſide, 

«© Meet for the necks of them that do 
« The joyful ſpoil divide?“ 

31 So let thy foes all periſh, Lord, 

But let thy friends upright, | 

Be like the ſun, when going forth, 
In his reſiſtleſs might. 


7 


S O N G X. 
Hanxan's Song of Thankſgiving to Go. 


I Sam. ii. 1,10. 


Y heart doth in the Lord rejoice ; 
M My horn's exalted high: 
— enlarg'd above my foes; 
12 in my help I joy. 


2 There is none holy as the Lord; 
For none can equal thee: 
Nor any rock with ſuccour ſtor'd, 
Like to our God can be. 


3 Let no more proud preſumptuous chat, 
From out your mouth proceed ; 
The Lord's a God of knowledge great, 
By him are actions weigh'd. 


4 The boaſted bows of mighty men 
Are broke in ſhreads at length: 
But, lo! the ſtumbling train 
Are girt about with ſtrength. 


The full have hir'd themſelves for corn; 
The hungry ceaſe to moan: 

The barren woman ſeven hath born; 
The fertile feeble grown. 


6 Gad kills and quickens theſe that die; 
Brings to the grave, and fro: 

7 Makes poor and rich; degrades the high, 
And elevates the low. 


From out the duſt the poor he rears, 
From dung the beggar brings, 
To fit with peers, and hold, as heirs, 
The pompous throne of kings: 


For, to the Lord of lords alone 
Earth's pillars appertain ; 

He ſets the lower world thereon, 
The ſov'reign o'er the ſwain. 


9 Of ſaints he'il keep the footſteps ev'n, 
But lay proud foes in jail 
Of ſilent darkneſs; for *gainſt Heav'n, 
By ſtrength ſhall none prevail. 
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Ver. The adverſaries of the Lord 
10 Shall broken be to ſhreads : 
He out of Heav*n the wrath they ſtor'd, 
Shall thunder on their heads. 


He'll juſtly judge the earth all o'er, 
His King he'll fortify ; 

And his Anointed's horn and pow'r. 
Men ſhall exalted ſee. 


S O N G XI. 
Davin's Lamentation ever Saul and JONATHAN, 
2 Sam. i. 19,—27. 
19 HE flow'r of Iſra'l, ah! is ſlain 
Upon thy places high: 


How are the mighty fall'n amain, 
And down fo ſuddenly ! 


20 O! tell it not in Gath among 
'The heathen people there ; 
Nor in the ſtreets of Aſhkelon, 


Theſe doleful news declare. 


Leſt Philiſtines, their daughters pleas'd, 
Should fluſh'd with gladneſs be: 

Leſt daughters of the uncircumcis'd 
Should boaſt triumphantly. 


21 Ye mountains of Gilboa ſad, 
Let no more dew nor rain, 
Nor fertile fields of off ring glad 


Henceforth on you remain: 


For ſhiclds of mighty men were there 2 
Loſt, with a Gameful foil ; 18 
The ſhield of Saul, as if he ne'er | 


Had ſhar'd th' anointing oil. 


22 From blood of ſlain, from fat of ſtrong, 19 
Nor Jon'than's bow turn'd back; 
Nor Saul's drawn rapier from among 
Their foes without effect. 


23 Courageous Saul, and Jon'than rare, 
Both lovely ones and ſweet : 
They in their lives moſt pleaſant were, 
And in their death unite : 
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Ver. More ſwift than eagle's wing'd they were, 
More ſtrong than lions great. 
24 Weep, ye that Iſra'l's daughters are, 

O'er Saul's unhappy fate ; | 

Who cloth'd you rich in ſcarlet fine, 
Delightful to behold, 

And caus'd your ſtudded raiment ſhine 
With ornaments of gold. 


25 How midſt the battle, ſhamefully, 
Are fall'n the mighty men 
O Jon'than ! on the places high, 
Ev'n thou, alas! waſt flain. 
26 Jon'than, my brother dear, my mate; 
Diſtreſs'd I am for thee: 
Dear waſt thou at the higheſt rate, 
And pleaſant unto me: 
Thy wond'rous love to me ſurpaſs'd 
The love of women far. 
27 How have the mighty fall'n, and loſt 
The inſtruments of war! 


S8 O N G XI. 
Davip's Prayer and Thankſgiving, after God's 


him in bis Seed: painting at Chalsr and his 
Kingdom. 2 Sam. vil. 18,.—29. compared 
with 1 Chron. xvil. 16,—27.. 


Perſes ORD, who am I, even worthleſs I! 
18 16 And what's my houſe that thou, 
Ev'n thou, haſt rais'd me up fo high, 
And brought me hitherto ? 


19 17 Yet more than this, which unto thee 
A thing but ſmall appear'd, 
Thou faid'ſt, Thy ſervant's houſe ſhall be 
To future ages rear'd; 


And haſt, O God, in favour great, 


Regarded abject me, 
According to the princely ſtate 
Of one of high degree. 


Promiſe to build him a Sure Houſe, and to bleſs ' 


. 
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Verſes Expreſſions fail me to relate 
20 18 Thy favours ſhown to me; 

And for thy ſervant's honour great 
What more can added be ? 


Is this the manner, O Moſt High, 
Of man on earth? Sure no. 
What more can David ſay to thee ? 
Thou doſt thy ſervant know. 


21 19 Thou for thy word, thy ſervant's ſake, 
As with thy heart's deſign, - 
This ſtore ſo great and good doſt make 
All known to me and mine. 


22 20 Thy greatneſs then, O Lord, appears ; 
And goodneſs uncompar'd : 
No God like thee, (no mortal ears 
Thane equal ever heard.) 


23 21 And what one nation here below 

Is like thy people known, 

Whom God Redeemer went unto 
To win them for his own ? 

That driving nations out by them, 
Who were from Egypt freed, 

Thou mighteſt make to thee a name 
Of greatneſs and of dread ? 


Great things for Iſra'l, yea, for thee, 


The great Redeemer plods, 
To ſet thee from the nations free, 
And from their naughty gods. 


24 22 For, Lord, thou haſt confirm'd for thine, 


Thy people Ifra'l ſtill, | 
And td become their God and mine, 
Was ev'n thy ſov'reign will. 


25 22 What for my houſe and me was ſpoke, 
423 i Y 
Firm then for ay be made; 
And never, Lord, thy word revoke, 
But do as thou haſt ſaid. 


26 24 Firm be it, that thy fame abroad 
May ſtill Be publiſh'd, thus, 
& he Lord of hoſts is Iſra'l's God, 
6 Whoſe God is God with us. 


2 
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Verſes And, Lord, let this be granted me, 
That, to thy laſting praiſe 
Thy ſervant David's houſe may be 
Before thee fix'd alwayͤs. Il 
27 25 For thou, my God, didſt this impart, 
That built my houſe ſhall be; 
Thy ſervant hence found in his heart 
To pray this pray'r to thee. 
28 26 And now, O Lord, thou art that God, 
And true thy words will prove, 
Thou haſt me promis'd all this load 
Of goodneſs, in thy love. 
29 27 O then, Lord, to thy ſervant's houſe, - 
The promis'd bliſs convey, | 
That it may ſtand, for holy uſe, 
Before thy face for ay. 
For ſince thy word is paſt, O Lord, 
That bleſt my houſe ſhall be, 
With bleſſings ſhall my houſe be ſtor'd, 
And bleſt eternally. | 


S'O N G XIII. 


Davip's Thankſgiving and Prayer, when he and 
the Princes offered willingly for building of the 
Temple. 1 Chron. xxix. 10, — 19. 

10 E thou for ever bleſs'd, O Lord, 
Our Father Iſra'l's God; | 
For ever be thy name ador'd, 
And celebrate abroad. 


11 O Lord, the greatneſs and the might, 

And victory is thine 

Glory belongs to thee of right, 
With majeſty divine; | 

For all's thine own, both great and ſmall, 
That heav'n and earth contain : 

The kingdom's thine, thou doſt *bove all 
As head exalted reign. 


12 Both wealth and honour come of thee ? 
O'er all thou haſt command, * 
As ſov'reign Lord; ability 
And might is in thy hand. 
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Ver. Yea, thine it is to make them great 
And high, that once were low; 
And ſtrength on all in weakeſt tate 
Benignly to beſtow. | 
13 Now, therefore, O our gragious God, 
We thank thee,. and proclaim, 
With grateful lips, the praife abroad 
Ot my moſt glorious name. | 
14 But, who am I! and what are theſe 
My folk, that ev'n to us 
Strength ſhould be giv'n, with willingneſs, 
To bring ſuch oft rings thus ? 


For all things come of thee, O Lord'; 
We give thee but thine o ẽõeͤn ; 
And what thy bounty did afford 
Reſtore to thy renow n. 
15 We but ſojourn like ſtrangers hive; 
As all our fathers did; | 
Our days a paſting ſhade «4.0 
None do on earth abide. - 
16 Of thine own hand, O Lord, it came, 
That we prepar'd this ſtore, 
To build a houſe for thy great name; 
For all was thine before. 


17 My God, I'm alſo ſure of this, | 
Thou try'lt the heart and reins; 
And that thy heart in uprightnels 
A pleaſure entertains. 


Now, as for me, with heart upright, | 
Glad with theſe gifts I came; 

And here I ſee a joyful ſight, 
The folk have done the ſame. 


18 Our fathers God, this frame of heart 
Keep thou continually, 
Within thy people's inward part, 
And fix their heart to thee. 


19 Give So mon too a heart ſincere, 
To ſerve thee evermore ; 
And to ere@ the palace fair 
For which I heap'd ſuch ſtore. 
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8 0 vs XIV. 
David's laſt Words, viewed in a twofold Light. 


- 2 Sam. xxili. 3,—7. 


cl, 


Ser. L 
Viewed as a Direction to Rings and Rulers, 


'r, HE mighty God of heav'n hath ſpoke, 
Let kings on earth attend ; 
To them and me doth Iſra'l's Rock 
The following meſſage ſend ; 


Let mortals over mortals reign, 
In juſt and pious mode, 

With ſcepters righteous toward men 
Religious toward God. ; 


4 Then beauteous, like the morning ray, 
Shall be the ruling train ; 
And ſweet, like fragrant flow'ry May, 
Refreſh'd with ſun and rain. 


Though not my houſe nor throne be ſo 
Grown up with God, I grant, 
Yet he hath made with me, I know, 
A gracious covenant : 


'Tis everlaſting, ſure, entire, 
Well order'd ev'ry way: 

'Tis my whole bliſs, my whole deſire, 
Though he the growth delay. 


6,7 But rebel ſons of Belial muſt 
The ſceptre's value know, 
As both a ſhield to fence the juſt, 
And ſword to laſh the foe. 


To juſtice, hurtful thorns he doom'd, 
Not touch'd with naked hand, 

But quite with fire and ſword conſum'd, 
In places where they ſtand, 
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SEcT. II. 


 @©« 


The ſame Words viewed, according to ſome interpret. 
ers, and the Dutch Tran/lation, as a Prophecy of 
CHRIsT, the Ring of Lion: Whence they may be 


paraphraſed in the following manner. 


Ver. A GLoRlous Ruler over men, 
3 Shall in due time appear; 
Juſt, ruling (till without a ſtain, 
And in E fear. 


4 Bright, like the riſing ſun, ſhall he 
In light unclouded ſhine ; 
Spread, like the verdant ſpring, ſhall be 


His influence divine. 


5 Although my houſe be not with God 
So, as it ought indeed ; 

Yet ſtands his cov'nant, wide and broad, 

With me and with my ſeed: 


To which it ſhall for ever ſure, 
And all in order ſtay, 

Till he in whom my lines ſecure, 
Set up his throne for ay. 


He's my falvation, my deſire, 
My all that God can bring ; 
Though, till the time defign'd expire, 
He makes him not to ſpring. 


6, 7 But, when he mounts, in royal ſtate, 
His throne of righteouſneſs, 
(Though till hell keep the mercy-ſeat, 
And thence his ſubjects bliſs,) 


Yet ſhall his ſword of juſtice chaſe 
'The rebel crew to hell, 

And waſte his murd'rers in the place, 
Ev'n Salem, where they dwell. 


SCRIPTURE SONGS. 
P. 4 II. 


Jos's HY MNS; or, Songs on ſeveral Select 
Places in the Book of Jos. 
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The occaſion of compoſing theſe Songs, upon this Book, was, that 
after a report made in an open Synod, that moſt of the Scripture 
Songs. were already attempted in common metre, and ready ts be 
tranſcribed, a queſtion was put, Whether the book of Jos was 
confidered in that category? And though a doubt was raiſed by 
the Author, if it was to be reckoned among the number of the 
Scripture Songs, yet the queſtion ſet him afterwards a muſing upon 
the ſubj ect of this book. 

It is much doubted, among the learned, whether this book of Fob is 
written originally in metre, yea, or not ; but though they are of 
different judgments cn this head, yet it is acknowledged by them 
all, that the ſubject of it is treated in a poetical manner, and 
that therein is diſcovered a great air of what is called epic poetry. 
That there was ſuch a man as JoB, eminent for patience in adver/ity, 
is not only evident from this book, that goes under his name, but 
from ſeveral other places of ſcripture, that make honourable men- 
tion of him . And as it is probable, from ſcripture t, that he 
was of the poſterity of Nachor, Abraham's brother ; ſo it may be 
thence alſo gathered, that the place where he lived was in the 
eaſtern parts of Arabia, and, perhaps, near the river Euphrates, 
probably not far from Ur ; fer, it is granted by writers, that the 
land of Uz, the country of Job, was expoſed ti the incurſions and 
depredations of the Caldeani, and that Caldea was caſtward f 
Arabia. 

The time when Job lived is thought to be before Moſes, there being, 
in this whole book, no mention made of the law or the prophets, 
nor any of the wonders God wrought for Iſrael in Egypt, or their 
travels to the land of Canaan. Ut is likewiſe thought, that the 
long life of Job, which was protradted t tws hundred years, agrees 
much with the time of the old patriarchs ; and hence it is fp, nar 
probable, that this bank of Fob is the oldeſt book in the world. 
Whence alſo his eminent piety and devotion is the more remarkable, 
that he had no advantage from the divine revelations made to Moſes 
and the Jewiſh prophets. The light that directed him muſt have 
been that which the old patriarchs had by oral tradition from Adam 
and Noah ; or by what God was pleaſed ta communicate ſometimes 
by dreams and viſions in thoſe early ages of the world. 

The boat of Fob is doctrinal; it is a collection of divine Morals : 
it directi us what we are ie believe concerning Cod. It preſents 


Eck. ziv. 14. James v. 11. + Gen. xxi1. 20, 21. and xi. 533. 
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us, as ane obſerves, with a monument of primitive theology, , 
ſpecimen of Gentile piety, an expoſition of the book of providen, 
a great example of patience, an illuſtrious type of Chriſt, ang , 
heroic magnanimity in ſuffering ; for, as it has been obſerved cy. 
cerning him, he appears brave in diſtreſs, and valiant in aflictia 
maintains his virtaes, and with that his character, under th, 
moſt exaſperating provocations that the malice of hell could inven; 
and thereby gives a moſt noble example of paſſive fortitude ; a ch. 
radter no way inſerior to that of the active hero. 

IT have not tranſlated any of this book in a hiſtorical, but rather ſyn, 
parts of it in a doctrinal way. The whole hiſtory of this bool i, 
ſet forth in heroic rbyme, to very excellent purpoſe, by that leſſ 
poet, and eminent author, Sir Richard Blackmure : from whoſe 
Paraphraſe on this book, though I have not followed him in ever; 
gloſs of his upon ſume texts, yet I have taken all the help and aſi. 
ance I could in framing many of the Songs into common metre 
and upon ſo many parts of this book, that not one chapter is over- 
paſt without ane or more Songs upon ſuch ſubjets therein as [ 
judged moſt fit to be the matter of ſpiritual ſongs. 

did not ſee how the ſtrict tranſlation of this bouk, in a hiſtorical 
away, would anſwer the end of pſalmography ; and therefore, that 
{ might extract from it a number of ſongs, I have thought fit 1 
pick out the places of this book, that appeared to me to be the mf 
doArinal, practical, experimental, inſtructive, or directive. And 
though I have, no doubt, paſſed over many places that might hav: 
afforded moſt edifjing matter, and which I ſhould wiſh to ſee 
drawn out, to better purpoſe, by any who have more ſkill and lei. 

ſure than J, yet I have more fully inſiſted upon theſe chapters 16. 
wards the end of the book, where God himfelf is ſaid to be th: 
ſpeaker, 

Some of theſe Songs are by way of tranſlation ; and others more pa- 
raphraſtical, and large upon the places quoted at the title. And 
they being a century of ſongs, or an hundred different ſubjects at 
leaft, I have thought fit to give titles to every one of them ; by which, 
J hope, they may be rendered the more agreeable and ediſying is the 4 
reader, in ſe far as the ſubjed of each ſong anſwers the title given 
to it : and readers may, at their pleaſure, chooſe the matter if 
meditation that is moſt acceptable to them. 

1 ds not expect that theſe Songs ſhould deſerve do be efleemed for ary 

poetical genius that may appear therein; ſeeing, in this reſpect, 1 
am ſenſible enough of their defett; but if any think fit to decry 7 
them, or their auther, for their ſpiritual matter, or religicus de- | 
irn, he will have litile reaſon to be diſpleaſed with them for doing 
him ſo great an honour. It is a great pity that many, who are 
indued with an excellent genius for poeſy do vccupy it ſo little upon 
ſuch divine and ſcriptural ſuliects, and ſo much profiitute it 15 
* and folly, which is frequently ſet off in ſuch a fine 
dreſs, that it may be ſaid, I hape, pardinably, iu the'fellowing 
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Applauded for their vanity, 
Are poets of the ftage ; 
SkilPd in corrupting a gl 
The manners of the age. 


Who, fond to pleaſe the carnal taſte, 
The ſacred art defile, 

And fine poetic ſpirit "waſte, 
On ſubjetts vain and vile. 

Have Chriſtian Bards no nebler themes, | 
To decorate their odes, . 

Than Fove, Mars, Funo, Venus, names, 


And heaps of Pagan gods * 


Shall buried idols, known to be 
A fiftion and a jeſt, | 

Be rais'd to paint our poetry, 
And living truths ſuppreſti d. 


The learn'd, far helps. ta peetize, 
Who Greeks and Latins rob, 

May filch far better, if they pleaſe, 
Frem this old book of Fob. 

Here's matter for the lofty muſe ; 
Examples take at will, 

All ye that read and can excuſe 


The ſoftneſs of the quill. 
RALPH ERSKINE. 
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S 0M” & I. 
L offes thankfully received. Job 1. 21. 


er. AKE D, at firſt, as any ſwain, 
21 I left my mother's womb ; 
And ſhall anon return again 
As naked to my tomb. 
Who crown'd my lite fo gay, the ſame 
May cruth it to the grave: 
God gives, and bleſſed be his name, 
He takes but what he gave. 
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Ver. 


10 


17 


18 


19 


SCRIPTURE SONGS, Book 1, 


While ſmiling mercy crown'd my brow, Þ 
Its praiſe abroad was ſpread ; - / 
Pl now adore the juſtice too, 
That ſtrikes my comforts dead. 


8 O0 N G II. 
Patience in Tribulation. Job ii. 10. 


HAT! ſhall a man, a ſinful man, 
A worm with, God contend, 
Diſpute his will, his counſel ſcan, 
His rule of juſtice mend ! 
Shall we receive his bleſſings grand, 
Yet frowardly complain, 
Whenever his SORT hand 
Creates us any pain! " 


Patience in trouble, though ſevere, 
We ſhould ſubmiſſive ſhew “,; 
Bleſſings are not, yea, never were, 

But troubles are our due. 


S A 
Repoſe in the Grave. Job iii. 17,19. 


* grave, the wicked there 

o more the juſt moleſt; 

Th' afflicted are at eaſe, and there 
The weary are at reſt. 


There, cloſe to the oppreſſor's bones, 
Sleeps the oppreſs'd in peace ; 

And there the pris'ners heavy moans 
And cries for ever ceaſe. | 


The ſmall and great, the friend and foe, 
The conqu'ror and the ſlave; 

The rich and poor, the high and low, 
Are level'd in the grave, 


There lies the ſceptre with the ſpade, 
Sunk to the ſame degree: 

And there the ſervant- man and maid, 
Are from their maſter free. 
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Ver. The coward and the brave alike, 

The peaſant and the peer; 

The wiſe and fooliſh, proud and meek, 
Ly undiſtinguiſh'd there. 

Soul reſt, to ſaints, in heav'n is fix'd, 
But body's reſt, till doom, 

Is there, where ſaints and ſinners mix'd 
Poſſeſs one quiet room. 


8 O N. G. IV. 
The Excellency of Man laid low before God. 
Job iv. 17, 21. 


Scr. 1. 
Man mortal and impure. Ver. 17, 18. 


17 HALL mortal man, a tainted clod, 
Boaſt righteouſneſs divine; 
Or think he can his Maker, God, 
In purity outſhine ? 
18 Behold! no truſt is put by him, 
In yonder glorious race 
Of bright immortal ſeraphim, 
That ſtand before his face. 


Of folly comp'rative can he 
His pureſt angels blame, 

Who, plung'd in his infinity, 
Before him bluſh for ſhame? 


And ſhall vain man, in impure ſtate, 
His innocence defend ? 

Will he with his Creator great 
Preſumptuouſly contend! 


SECT. IL 
Man ſhort-lived and contemptible. Ver. 19, 20, 21. 
19 ILE mortal man, a worthleſs wight, 


Triumphs but for a day; 
And but inhabits, for a night, 
A houſe of mould'ring clay: 
His ftrongeſt lodge, and vital fort, 
Is founded in the duſt, | 
Which, quickly falling, cuts him ſhort, 
And diſap points his truſt. 
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Pal 
Ver. For, but how ſoon a gnawing worm, or. 
Or ſilly moth aflails, 
The rampart cannot ſtand the ſtorm, 
The feeble fabric fails. 


20 The ſap'd foundation every hour 
Thus piece. meal feels decay; 
And life ev'n in its blooming flow'r, 
Does daily fade away. 


So faſt men periſh out of ſight, 
Their pomp that ſhone before, 

And once could wonder fond excite, 
Can raiſe regard no more. 


21 In vain no pow'r and wealth atchiev'd, 
For help at laſt they cry : 
For without wiſdom, as they liv'd, 
They in their folly die. 


. 
Sin the Cauſe of Trouble. Job v. 6, 7. 


6 1 ſprings not from the earth, 
Nor trouble from the duſt; 
Jet men are heirs of wo by birth; 
Sad heritage! but juſt. : 
7 Flames to their element aſcend, 
So men, conceiv'd in fin, 


To trouble as their centre tend, 
Like kindred to their kin. 


For ſin and wo, twins of the clan, 
By chance were ne'er convey'd, 
But propagate from man to man, 


Since Adam diſobey'd. 


. 


. 8.0, NM 
The Saint's Reſolution when in Afiction. Job v. 8. 


8 O God Pd ſeek, when in his chain 
I'm held, and would ſubmit ; 
All my own paths I would arraign, 
But his I would acquit. 
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fer. I would his juſtice magnify, 
His faithfulneſs adore, 
Revere his name; but ſtill would I, 
Like hell myſelf abhor. 


Confeſling all iny faults and flaws, 

That made bim lift the rod, ' 
I'd to my Judge commit my cauſe, 

Refer myſelf to God. 


By humble reſignation bow'd 
Down at his Feet Pd ly; 

And, through the Lamb's atoning blood, 
Would for his mercy cry. 


Ss VII. 
Gop's great Work in the Kingdom of CarisT, and 


in his Providence among Men ; eſpecially in 
fruſtrating the Counſels of the proud, and fa- 
vouring the Cauſe of the poor and humble. 


Job v. 9,—16. 


9 REA T things are done of God moſt high, 
Which ſinite ſearch exceed; 
Things numberleſs which ev'ry eye 
With admiration feed. 


His providence moſt marvellous, 
When leaſt 'tis underſtood; 

Yet (till is juſt and righteous, 
Still merciful and good. 


10 He ſpreads his clouds upon the ſkies, 
Surpriſing to behold ! 
And forms 2 rain-drops ſhape and ſize, 
Into in unknown mold. 


Then he his waters from on high, 
Upon che mountains pours ; 
And on the valleys plenteoutly 
He ſheds prolile ſhow'rs. 


11 He ſets the ſervant that was low, 
Into the maſter's place; 
And wipes the tears of grief and wo 


From off the mourner's face. 
5 6 M m m 
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Ver. He diſappoints the crafty men, 
12 Their project undermines ; 
He makes their deep devices vain, 
And blaſts their great deſigns. 


14 He takes his wile politic foes, 2 
In their own craftineſs ; 
Their froward counſels overthrows, 
That would his ſaints oppreſs. 


Againſt themſelves he turns their arts, 21 
Confounds their wicked ſchemes ; 

Their proud and lofty hopes ſubverts, 
And fruſtrates all their aims. 


14 They, by their plots, themſelves benight, 
And into darkneſs run; 
Miſtake their way, obſcure their light, 
And grope for day at noon, 


15 But God th' oppreſſors rage o'rthrows, 
Their ſwords and ſpears doth break; 
And from the proud and mighty foes, 
Protects the poor and weak. 


16 Thus to the poor he kindly doth 
Afford reviving hopes; 
And then the black and bloody mouth 
Of fierce injuſtice ſtops. 


The poor and humble are advanc'd, 2 
To peace and ſafety given; 

And foes aſham'd that fought againſt 
The favourites of heaven. 


S O NSG Mu. 
Aictions born ell end well. What great Thing: 
God oft-times does for theſe that humble themſelves 
under his chaſtiſing Hand. Job v. 17, — 26. 14 
17 12 happy is the man whom God, 
In kindneſs doth correct; 
Then do not thou his chaſt'ning rod, 
Contemptouſly neglect. 
18 His ſkill binds up what he made ſore, 
By his inciſion knife; 
He wounds and heals, and-does reſtore 
From gates of death to life. 
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ler. From numerous troubles various woes, 


19 He'll fave and ſet thee free, 
And order to a joytul cloſe, 
This ſcene of miſery. | 


20 Thy lite he'll guard with tender care, 
When tamine threatens death ; 
And from the raging ſword thee ſpare, 
When war breaks out in wrath. „ 


21 The pois'nous darts thrown at thy name, 
From the invective tongue, 


Shall neither wound thy ſtabliſn'd fame, 
Nor do thy honour wrong. 


God's hiding hand, when men diſpraiſe, 
Tue fland”ring tongue ſhall curb; 

Reproaches thy repute ſhall rate, 
Nor once thy peace diſturb. 


22 When grim deſtruction, with her drove 
Of woes, ſhall ſhake her ſpear, 
Her threats tremendous ſhall but move 
Thy laughter, not thy fear. 


All nature reconciPd diſplays 
Its care to give thee eaſe, 

When, thro” his grace, thy righteous ways 
The God of nature pleaſe. 

23 With thee ſhall ſtones, that load the field, 

Make league, thy part to take; 

And ſavage beaſts, thy life to ſhield, 
A firm alliance make. 


The fire, the air, the earth, the ſeas, 
Each element with thee, 


A la" ing covenant of peace 
Shall ſtrictly ratify. 


24 Thy habitation thou ſhalt know, 
In quietneſs poſſeſs'd; 
Thou thalt offenceleſs come and go, 
And find thy manſion bleſs'd. 
25 Thy offspring and poſterity 
Shall num'rous be and great; 
Their increaſe like the graſs ſhall be, 
With beauteous flow'rs beſet. 
Mmm az 
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Ver. Thou in full age, ripe for the urn, 7 
26 On death ſhall chearful look, 
As when a full- grown ſhock of corn 
| Invites the welcome hook. 


27 Weigh theſe undoubted truths ſedate, 
And therein thou ſhalt find, 


A ſpring of conſolation great, 
To thy afflicted mind. 


S ON G XX. 
Terrors of GoD invading the Soul. Job vi. 2, 3, 4 


2 THAT the grief ſurrounding me, 

() Were m a balance laid, 

And my extreme calamit 
Were now againſt it weigh'd! 

Then let an equal judge appear, 
His thoughts to ſignify, | 

Which ſcale the greateſt weight does bear, 
He'd ſoon decide with me. 


3 My croſſes over-weigh my cries, 
' My loads of woe and pain 
Exceed the pond'rous fand that lies 
Around the ebbing main. 


Unutterable are the groans, 
My weary ſoul oppreſs; 

Nor have I words to ſpeak my moans, 
Or ſhew my deep diltreſs. 


4 The arrows of th' almighty God 
Stick faſt within my heart; 
Each feſt'ring wound burns up my blood, 
And gives me deadly ſmart. | 


Arrows, whoſe heads like flaming eyes, 
And pointed light'ning ſhine ; 
Steep'd in the ſtrongeſt dregs and lees 
Ot fiery wrath divine. 


The poiſon thereof taging high, 
Soon ſpreads without controul ; 
Drinks up and drains my ſpirits dry, 

And eats into my foul. 
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Jer. God's threat' ning terrors all drawn out, 
In order and array, 
For battle, cloſing me about, 
Invade me every way. 


SAA 
Gob. ſtooping ta contend with Man admired, and his 
pardoning Mercy begged. Job vii. 17, 18, 20. 


17 O0 WHA I is man, that worthleſs wight ! 
That God ſhould condeſcend 
ot To magnify him, and in might 
With ſuch a ruſh contend ! 
On brittle man, from duſt brought forth, 
Wilt thou indeed beſtow 
Such honour great! or, is he worth 
Thy notice or thy blow? 
Is ſuch a mortal fit to be 
The object of thy rage ! 
Wilt thou thy ſtrong artillery 
Againſt a worm engage ? 
Or, if it 1s thy kindly aim, 
By this thy chaſt'ning rod, 
The wand'ring ſinner to. reclaim, 
And bring him back to God : 
18 Still what is man, a bit of clay, 
That ſo inceſſantly | 
Thou doſt him viſit every day, 
And every moment try. 
20 Lord, I have ſinn'd, what ſhall I do, 
O thou preſerver great: 
Remit my guilt, remove my wo, 
And all my faults forget. 


S O N G XI. 
Good Counſel and good Hope given to the aſficted. 
Job viii. 5,7. | 
5 IF thou who feels the hand of God, 
His juſtice wouldſt adore 


And, timely humbled by the rod, 
His mercy wouldſt implore ; 
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Ver. If, to the pray'r, heart pureneſs cleave, 
6 His favour would thee raiſe; 
Thy proſp'rous ſtate he would retrieve, 
And crown thy righteous ways. 


7 Though thy beginning, ſmall and low, 
Seem but an abject ſtate ; 
Thy latter end ſhall not be ſo, 
But have an increaſe great. 


S. ON. -, ; Xl. 
Time and Life ſhort. Job viii. 9. 
9 W E' RE but of yeſterday's new mold, 


Our life's of no regard, 
When with our long-liv'd fathers old 
And anceſtors compar'd. 


No knowledge nor experience we 
Can ever juſtly boaſt: 

Our days like ſhadows are that flee, 
No ſooner had, than loſt. 


8 OM. 45,4 ALL 


UST as a weak and empty ruſh, 
That in a wat'ry mead, 

With haſty growth and eaſy puſh, 

Rears up its haughty head; 
12 In moiſture rich, in verdure gay, 

Unmov'd and not cut down ; 

Yet on a ſudden wears away, 
Ere other plants are grown. 


13 So ſhall the wicked's beauty fade, 
The hypocrite's fair ſhew ; 

Who no foundation firm hath laid, 
But mire in which he grew. 


14 His ſwelling hopes, ere he's aware, 
In their high tide ſhall ebb; 

His groundleſs truſt is weaker far 
Than any ſpider's web. 
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The H ope of the Hypocrite vain and vaniſhing. 
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ler. He on his tott'ring houſe ſhall lean, 
A falſe and fruitleſs prop, 
Which, ſiaking ſoon, ſhall fail him clean, 
And diſappoint his hope. 


5 
F 


$0 0 00. 
Gop juft in judging. Job ix. 2, 3, 4. 

2 W HEN juſtice, out of mercy's rod, Fi 
Thoughts, words, and actions tries, 


How can a man be juſt with God, 
Or pure before his eyes? 
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3 Once to contend, if God begins, 7 1 8 


Vain ſhifts will have no ſenſe; 
Not one of all our thouſand fins 
Can bear a juſt defence. 
4 He's wiſe in heart, and ſtrong in might, 
What arm can his repel; |. * 
Who can againſt him fafely fight, 
Or proſper that rebel ? 


3 ; 


800 - 8 
The Righteouſneſs of Words diſcarded. 


Job ix. 15, 20, 21. 


15 0 OD 's eyes eſpy our aims afar, 
J And, to his clearer fight, 


Theſe very ways moſt crooked are, 
That we eſteem'd moſt right. 


Then righteous though I were, yet I 
To anſwer him would grudge ; 

And, laying proud pretences by, 
Would ſupplicate my Judge. 


209 Should I my innocence aver, 
21 My mouth would brand my face; 
Yea, were I perfect, I'd prefer 
The way of life by grace. 
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S ON G XVI er 
The afflicted Soul's Complaint to G 0D. 
Job . , $I 75% Lac 


Ver. HE conſtant woes that load my back, 
1 Such endleſs groans create; 

My preſent life's a very black 
Uncomfortable ſtate. 

My reſtleſs weary foul abhors 
This loathſome lump of clay; 

Longs to be free of ſin and fores, 
And wings to heav'n her way. 0 


2 I make to God my heavy moan, 

To give my ſorrow vent; 

But yet upon myſelf alone 
I'll leave my fad complaint. 

Pm preſs'd, but I condemn thee not; 
O Lord, condemn not me : 

Why thou contends with me fo hot 
Shew, Lord, and let me ſee. 


14 If I be wicked in thine eyes, 
Ihen wo to me indeed: 
If righteous, yet ſhall never I 
Lift up my haughty head. 7 
15 Deſpair and deep confuſion do, 
My wounded ſoul oppreſs: 
O ſhew thy mercy, fee my wo, 
And pity my diſtreſs. 


S O N G XVII. 
Gop's Wiſdom unſearchable. Job xi. 7, 8, g. 


7 AN human reaſon's utmoſt ſtretch, - 
Her arms ſo far extend, 
As ſhall th* Eternal's counſel reach, 
His wiſdom comprehend ? 


8, 9 What creature can, with finite hand, 
The vaſt dimenſion weigh ! 
*Tis longer than the earth or land, 


And broader than the ſea. \ 
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er. Higher than heav'n, what canſt thou know, 
So infinitely ſteep? 
Deeper than hell, what canſt thou do, 
But awful diſtance keep ? 


Cl. 


S O N G XVIII. 


That Gop may ſuffer the wicked to proſper, exempli- 
fied in Beaſts, Birds, and Fiſhes ; and this reſulved 
into his abſolute Dominion over, and Propriety in 
all his Creatures. Job xii. 6,—10. 


6 FFLICTIONS great are of the juſt, 
In time, the common fate ; 
While wicked men, that lick the duſt, 
Enjoy a proſp'rous ſtate. 


Robbers and ſpoilers ſee their ſtock 
Of worldly wealth endure ; 

And theſe who moſt do God provoke, 
On earth live moſt ſecure. 


Great giſts, on them he diſregards, 
With laviſh hand he throws, 

And on them multiply'd rewards, 
Unmerited, beſtows. 


7 Aſk now the beaſts, and trial make, 
How matters with. them go; 
Soon will they tell how they partake 


The ſelf-ſame kind of wo. 


How bears, wolves, monſters of the wood, 
That ravage and deſtroy, 

Inur'd to rapine, ſpoil, and blood, 
Yet peace and pow'r enjoy. 

While harmleſs flocks on hills that browſe, 
And uſeful herds, each way, 

To men their friends, or beaſts their foes, 
Are daily made a prey. 


Aſk of the fowls aloft that flee, 
For anſwer they'll return, 
That they, conform to their degree, 


The ſame diſaſter mourn. 
Vor. X. Nnn 
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Ver. They will aſſert their vultures rude, 
8 And tyrants hve ſecure; 
While doves and birds of mildeſt brood, 


A thouſand woes endure. 


'Then aſk the fiſhes what's their ſtate, 
And queſtion how they do; 

They'll tell that this unequal fate 
Attends the ocean too. 

Great whales, ſea-tyrants, drunk with blood, 
That proſper to their wiſh, 

Devour controulleſs, in the flood, 
Whole ſhoals of harmleſs fiſh. 

9 This ſtate of things fram'd he, whoſe pow'r 

All beings did produce; 1 

Whoſe wiſdom too, in ord'ring ſure, 

 Hath fix'd their end and uſe. 
10 God's creatures are his own, their lives 

He may at pleaſure take ; 

When he reſumes but what he gives, 
Who can objections make? 


8 OM N XIX. I; 
Doctrine to be tried ere it be truſted. Job xii. 11, 


PA 


Ver 
I. 


11 H E ear tries words before they be 
Receiv'd as true and good; 

The mouth taſtes meat ere ever we 

Can judge it wholeſome food. 
Doctrines and ſpirits thus we try, 

By grace's inward guſt; It 
Leſt we for truth receive a lie, 

For food to poiſon truſt. 


S ON XX. 


The Wiſdom of antient Men nothing to the Wiſdom 
the Antient of Days. Job xii. 12, 13. 


12 HOU GH wiſdom oft, we are aſſur'd, . 
In hoary heads appears, 
And underſtanding is matur'd 
By time and num'rous years: 
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fer. Vet knowledge pure, no where we ſee 
13 But in th' eternal Mind. 

In God, and him alone, can we 
Conſummate knowledge find. 

The wiſe on earth derive from him, 
The wiſdom which we praiſe : 

Their tapers only ſhine with dim 
And delegated rays. 


A 
Proofs of God's Power in doing his Pleaſure in Earth 
and Heaven, and ſerving his own Purpoſes among 
Men. Job xil. 14, 15, 16. 
14 OD's pow'r, with wiſdom join'd we mult 
(x With equal fear adore : 
Proud towns he levels with the duſt, 
To be rebuilt no more. 
When ſlaves in priſon he reſtrains, 
Shut up in death or hell, 
Who then can looſe their pond'rous chains, 
Or pow'r divine repel ? 
15 He binds the watery cloud, and ſtops 
The bottles of the ſkies ; 
And to the earth's ſore withered crops, 
His heav'nly dew denies. 
Again, the rains, at his command, 
Make all the rivers ſwell, 
O'erflow their borders, drench the land, 
And fears of drought diſpel. 
16 Wiſdom and ſtrength are his, he rules 
O'er ſtrong and crafty foes ; 
Deceiving and deceived fools 
Arc both at his diſpoſe. 


S ON G XXII. 


K1, 


19 Proofs of God's Wiſdom and Power in the Revolution 
of States and Kingdoms. Job xii. 17,25. 


17 ROM judges judgment God withdraws; 
F From counſellors of ſtate 
Detracting wiſdom and applauſe, 

With fools he does them rate. 
Nnn 2 
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Ver. Proud monarchs cruel bonds he breaks, 
18 Tears their engines of pain; 
And binds, on tort' ring tyrants necks, 
The tortur'd pris'ner's chain. 
19 He overturns the mighty peers, 
And princes in their pride; 
Theſe that abaſh'd the world with fears, 
He makes the world deride. 


20 He takes their wiſdom from the wiſe, 
And knowledge from the ſage, 
And makes their former friends deſpiſe 
Their oracles and age. 


21 On princes great he pours contempt, 
On kings of wide command, 
He wreſts, what ſeem'd from wo exempt, 
Their ſceptres from their hand. 
22 To his all-penetrating eye, 
'The darkeſt ſhades of night, 
And deepeſt helliſh plots do ly 
As ope as noon-day light. 
23 By him all nations high or low, 
And kingdoms wax and wean ; 
By him their numbers ebb or flow, 
And ſhare the bliſs or bane. 


24 Great chiefs, like cowards, thro? heartleſs fright, 
He makes in defarts ſtray, : 

25 As drunkatds groping in the night, 
And reeling loſe their way. 


SO NN G XIII. 
Strong Faith in the hot Furnace, Job xiii. 15, 16. 


15 E T God upon me frown or ſmile ; 
I, PII reſt upon his name; 
He knows, if of approved guile 
My heart does me condemn. 


Should he even double my diſtreſs, 
In hotter fires to try; 

Yet I'll adore his righteouſneſs, 
And on his word rely. 


K ] 
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Yea, though he hew me to the root, | 
With lifted hand to kill, 


Yet, through his grace, I'm reſolute, 
That in him truſt I will. 


Ver. 


16 


2 


3 


4 


5 


S ON G XXIV. 


The Origin, Nature, and Iſſue of human Life ; it is 
ſhort, ſorrowful, ſinful, and limited; Death puts 
a final Period to it, and frees from the Calamities 


thereof. Job xiv. 1,—15. 


SztcT. I. 


Man frail and filthy, the Object of divine Pity. 
Ver. 1,—4. 


RAIL man, as ſoon as born, decays, 
Like flow'rs that quickly fade ; 
He counts a few and troublous days, 
Then paſles like a ſhade. 


Will God regard ſo baſe a wight, 
Contend with ſuch a moth, 
The ſpawn of hell an ugly ſight, 
So frail and filthy both! 
Who can clean things from unclean bring, 
Pure ſtreams from impure mud, 
But he that came to clear the ſpring 
By water and by blood! 


S Ee r. IL 


Our Days are numbered, and the Time of Life fixed. 
| : Ver. 5, 6. 


O Lord, the days of man are all 
Inroll'd in thy decree; 

And of the months that to him fall 
The number is with thee. 


The bounds of time he cannot paſs 
In which thou doſt him cloſe : 
Let this ſuffice, nor add a maſs 

Of more uncommon woes. 
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Ver. O grant him the reſpite and eaſe, 7 
6 His torments made him aſk, 
And let him finiſh, by degrees, 
His life's appointed taſk. 


SEC r. III. 


Life natural, being gone, returns not; or, the dead ne. 
ver awaked till the laſt Day. Ver. 7, — 12. 


7, 8 Life vegetive, when loſt in roots, 
With rains may be reviv'd ; 

Life animal, in certain brutes, 
With ſolar beams retriev'd. 


10 But ſpirits rational, when gone, 
Too great for nature's ſcent, 
Have no reſtoratives but one, 
That 1s omnipotent. 


Ere death man daily waſtes away ; 
In death gives up the ghoſt ; 

But after death, where is he, pray, 
When to the living loſt ? 


11 Nigh floods and ſeas that left the ſhore, 
Will at their times return ; 

12 But man reſumes his life no more, 
Whom death does once in-urn. 


Death to the grave his duſt conveys, 
There fleeps the hidden prey ; 

Nor wakes till with a mighty noiſe, 
The heav'ns ſhall paſs away. 


8 ECT. IV. 


Deſire to die may conſiſt with a waiting till the 
change come, Ver. 13, 14, 15. 


13 Lord, in the filent grave I'd reit, 
There let me ſafely ly, 
Till thades of fin and wrath be chas'd, 
And glory deck the (ky. 


14 Since wrath will each man, for his crime, 
From preſent life eſtrange, 
All days of my appointed time 
I'll wait my future change 
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Jer. Though thou prolong this mournful ſcene, 
In hope PI patient ſtay, 
Till thou revive my joys amain, 
And chaſe my woes away. 


15 Thy call both to and from the grave 
I'll gladly hear, and go; 
And thou my ſtrong deſire to fave 
Thy handy-work wilt ſhow. 
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S ON G XXV. FX 
Self-juſtification extremely odious. Job XV. 14, 1 5, 16. 


14 H! what's vain man that ſeems fo pure, 


As not his ſpots to ſpy, 
When faireſt ſeraphs can't endure 


Jehovah's piercing eye 

; He ſees his ſaints not whole upright, 
What can in ſlaves be ſeen ? 

How vile's the earth, when in his fight 
The heav'ns are but unclean |! 

16 Their hoſt before the holy thrice, 

Do bluſh and hide their ſmuts ; 

How odious then is man, who vice 
Like water daily gluts ! 


850 N 0 XXVI. 


The Ruin of thoſe who bid Defiance to God and his 
Power. Job xv. 24, 25, 26, 30. 


24 ONFUSION, anguith, and diſtreſs, 
The wicked ſhall aſſail, 
To give | them battle, with diſgrace, 
And o'er their ſtrength prevail. 
25 Becauſe againſt th' . Lord 
They boldly take the field 
Yea, run upon his flaming ſword, 
And on his blazing ſhield. 
26 Mad wretches! they defy their God, 
And void of holy tear, 
Deride his darts that fly abroad, 
And ruſh upon his ſpear. 


ry 
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Ver. But ſoon their hope ſhall be deſolv'd, 
30 And ſunk in ſudden fright; 
Their pride abaſh'd, their ook involy'd, 
In everlaſting night. 


S'O N G XXVII. 


 Afiiftions heaped up and come to an E _— 
Job xvi. 14, 15, 16. 


14 F breaking woes a num'rous train 
() Invade my irighted ſoul, 
As crouding billows of the main 
Do o'er each other roll. 
What war does the Almighty w 
With ſuch a feeble — 22 
That like a giant in his rage, 
He fiercely runs on me ? 


15 Sackloth, I wear upon my ſkin, 
Of ornaments deſpoil'd; | 
And dabbled in the duſt unclean, 
My glory hes defil'd. 


16 My cheeks with conſtant weeping fade 
Stain'd with a briny bath ; 
And on mine eye-lids hangs the ſhade 
Of gloomy diſmal death. 


$ ON G XXVII. 
The growing Strength of the righteous. Job xvii. 9, 


9 HE plant of grace ſhall ever thrive, 
Though nature's brood decay; 


The are in the Lord ſhall live, 
And ſtill hold on his way. 


His hands from michief clean withal 5 
His heart from malice free : 
Stronger and ſtronger {till he ſhall 
For work and warfare be. 
He marches dauntleſs on his way, 
Let blackeſt tempeſts blow; 
No dangers do his heart diſmay, 
But make his vigour grow. 6 


10 


PART II. JOB's HYMNS. 471 


e 
Death and the Grave, the Saint's familiars. 
Job xvii. 13, 14. 
Y earthly friends have turn'd my foes, 
So cruel and unjuſt, 


That I expect, to end my woes, 
More friendſhip in the duſt, 


No houſe of pleaſure here boye ground, 
Do I expect to have; 

My bed of reſt for ſleeping ſound, 
I've made the ſilent grave. 

Lo! welcome death on me attends, 
The hungry grave me waits; 

Theſe made I my familiar friends, 
My relatives and mates, 

14 I to corruption cry'd, O duſt, 

Thou art my father known ; 

From thee I came, to thee I muſt 
Return as ev'n thine own. 

I to the worm ſaid, Brother worm, 
And ſiſter, you and 1 

Do differ but in ſize and form, 
We are of kin ſo nigh: 

I'm but a mortal worm like you; 
This loathſome piece of clay 

Muſt to, your pow'r a booby bow, 
Until the riſing day. 


8 O NG _ XXX. 
The Calamities that axwait the wicked. 
Job xviu. 5, 6, 10, 12, 14,20. 
H E wicked's ſplendor ſhall decay, 
Like ſhort- liv'd ſparks of fire; 
6 Thick fogs ſhall choke his glorious day, 
And make his beams expire. 
o By labour'd plots and deep deſigns, 
Which he for others itows, 
A halter for himſelf he twines ; 


His wiles become his woes. 
Vol. X. Ooo 
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Ver. Death and deſtruQtion o'er his head 1 
12 Do conſtantly impend; 
His pleaſures, which he gluts with greed, 
Shall all in torment end. 
14 His hope ſhall fall and never riſe, 
For with his bloody dart 
The king of terrors in ſurpriſe, 
Shall ſtrike him to the heart. 


15 Quite from the earth, God's *venging hand 
Arbe wicked man ſhall chaſe; 2 
16 Nor leave behind a branch to ſtand 
Of all his hateful race. 


17 In after- times the godleſs wretch 

Shall be unknown to fame; 
18 Or mention'd only with reproach, 

With horror, and with ſhame. 


19 In future fame ſome names indeed 
Will ſtand for little good; 
Like Pontius Pilate in the creed, 
For blaſphemy and blood. 


20 Such oft, in time, the wicked's fate 
Do indicate the ſtore 
Of ſorrow, which his ſoul await, 
When time ſhall be no more. 


S ON G XXI. 
Reproof to Reproachers. Job xix. 2, 3, 22. 


2 H Y cruel friends, will ye ſo long 

With bitter words me vex, 

My name reproach, my virtue wrong, 
My righteous cauſe perplex * 

Muſt {tilt your anſwers without tenſe, 
And void of argument, 

With ſolemn grave impertinence, 
My ſpirit thus torment ? 


3 Can pious lies deſerve applauſe, 
By being ſpoke aloft * 
Or do you think them true, becaule 
You humm'd them o'er fo oft? 


. 
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Ver. The wounds you give me cruel are; 
Your contumelious words, 
And fland'rous taunts, are ſharper far 
Than keeneſt pointed ſwords, 
22 God's right t' afflict, him well becomes, 
But your afflicting rod, 
With pride and paſſion baſe, aſſumes 
The priviledge of God. 


0 NEE 


Friends turned to Enemies, and Brethren to Aliens. 


Job xix. 11, — 14. Comp. ch. xvil. 4, 6. 


Il 6 OD 's trying fury kindles bright, 
1 


Ev*n of its own accord; 
'Gainſt me, whoſe heart and cauſe is right, 
He waves his glitt'ring ſword. 


12 Fierce troops and regimented woes 
In battle- rank, I ſee, 
Do by his order me incloſe, 
And fiercely ruſh on me. 


13 Brethren and kindred knit their brows, 
And treat me as unknown ; 
Break nature's bonds, renounce their vows, 
And their own blood diſown. 


14 Familiar friends and kins-folk too, 
Who kindly me embrac'd, 
Have fail'd me, and forgot me now, 
And all their friendſhip paſt. 


Diſdainful ſtriplings me deſpiſe, 
Who honour'd me before; 

Yea, thoſe I once did chiefly prize 
Now chiefly me abhor. 


Juſt Lord, from their reproaches pleaſe 
To vindicate my name, 

And mercitully cover theſe 
Perfidious friends with ſhame. 


Ooo 2 
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S ON GS XIII. 


The Happineſs that awaits the godly; Or, The 
bleſſed Hope of the righteous. 


Job XIX, 25, 26, 27. 


Ver. HAT my Redeemer lives I know, 
25 Though by his ſentence juſt, 
My body, for a ſeaſon, low, 
Shall dwell with fellow duſt. 


In him triumphant over death, 
PI trample on the grave; 

For he that conquer'd hell and wrath, 
Can duſt and afhes fave. 

My living Head, when bankrupt time 
Shall its laſt minute ſpend, 

He then from heav'n his throne ſublime 

In triumph ſhall deſcend. 


He on the ſurface of the earth 
As Judge ſupreme ſhall ſtand ; 
And from the tomb to recent birth 
His captive duſt demand. 
26 The mighty Conqueror ſhall invade 
| And ſack the cruel grave, 
Force every vault where bones were laid, 
And reſcue every flave. 
Though worms and putrefaction ſhall 
My mould”ring ſkin conſume, 
And eat my fleſh; yet, at his call, 
| My body now ſhall bloom : 
27 Reviv'd, I from the duſt ſhall rife, 
And God my Saviour fee, 
With theſe my own corporeal eyes, 
That ſhall immortal be. 
I for myſelf, and for my gain, | 
Shall ſee the happy ſight ; ( 
And over death for ever reign, 
To ſhare the viſion bright. 
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300 XXX1V. 


Raſh Fudging condemned ; or, Jeb 5 Warning to his 
cenſorious Friends. Job xix. 28, 29. 


Friends ! your groundleſs rage ſuppreſs ; 
The wrath of man 1s proud, 

And worketh not the righteouſneſs, 

But brings the wrath of God. 
Raſh judging him in whom is found 

The ſacred matter's root, | 
Your darts will on yourſelves rebound, 

To *venge the wrong purſuit. 


29 Of juſtice ſword ſtand you afraid; 
When by th' Almighty drawn; 

His vengeance will your heads invade, 
Not on your treach'ry fawn. 


In fierce uncharitable zeal 
You're furiouſly devout ; 

But cover'd fraud God will reveal, 
And to the flames allot. 


Know that the day approaches faſt; 
In which the Judge ſupreme, 

Will all your bloody cenſures caſt, 
Your bitter words condemn. 


Repent, then, leſt your violence 
Bring preſent judgments home ; 

Elſe will your proud impenitence 
Foretel your future doom. 


S O N G XxXv. 
The Proſperity of the wicked ſhort, and their Ruin 
ſure. Job xx. 5,—9, 11,14. 


HE wicked's triumph is but ſhort, 
And quickly melts away ; 

His empty joy, and idle ſport, 
Does but a moment ſtay: 

6 Though to the heav'n his head he raiſe, 
His grandeur to the ſky ; 

Yet, loit, for ay, he and his praiſe, 
Cloath'd in the duſt ſhall ly. 
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Ver. He, miſerable and forforn ; 
7 Fades with a ſwift decay; 
Caſt, like his own vile dung, with ſcorn, 
And with contempt, away. 


Theſe who his ſplendor did admire, 
And ſaw his pomp before, 

And, where is now his place! inquire, 
Shall never ſee it more. 


8 His ſhort-liv'd fame and great eſteem, 
That gull'd him all his days, 
Shall vaniſh: like a wanton dream, 
That in the fancy plays. 

Yea, he ſhall by a ſudden bane 
Be chas'd away with fright, 

In manner like a fantom vain, 
Or viſion of the night. 

9 His blazing lamp ſhall diſappear, 

So ſhall he periſh clean ; 

And in the place of his career 
Shall never more be ſeen. 


11 As he was cloſely fix'd to fin, 
By love too, too ſincere; 
So fin, alas! ſhall unto him 
As faithfully adhere. 
12 For guilty marks, and enſigns bad, 
Of his unbridled luſt, 
13 Continue his companions fad, . 
And fellows in the duſt, 
14 Theſe morſels ſweet ſhall bitter grow, 
Conſume his vital breath, 


And follow him, with dool and wo, 
To th' other ſide of death. 


Ss O N G XXXVI. 


The Wicked hardened in their Impiety by their Pre: 
perity. Job xxi. 7,—15. 
7 FT do we ſee the wicked ſafe, 
And unmoleſted dwell ; 


Oft do they flow in pleaſure ſoft, 
And in their wealth excel. 
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Ver. In merriment and carnal eaſe 
They ſpend each happy day; 
Healthful in riot, and in age 
Appear without decay. 


The regal throne of pomp and pride 
In triumph they aſcend; ; 

Repeat their conqueſts, and abroad 
Their growing pow'r extend. 


8 Vig'rous, though far advanc'd in years, 
Before their eyes they ſee 
What elevates their pride, a fair 
And num'rous progeny. 


9 Their houſes ſafe from fears and foes, 
In peace they live ſecure ; | 
Nor God's vindictive heavy blows 
Do ever they endure. 


10 Their proſp'rous cattle, thick and throng, 

Ingender on the hill ; | 

And with their num'rous wanton young, 
Their flocks the valley fill. 


11 Their merry little ones, in trains, 
Do from their houſe advance ; 
Sport in the ſtreets, and o'er the plains 
And verdent meadows dance. 


12 They take the harp, and in the round, 
Upon the timbrel play ; 
And at the organ's chearful ſound, 
Rejoice, and pals the day. 


13 Pamper'd in eaſe, and mirth, and wealth, 
They ſpend their golden hours; 
Conſume their time, abuſe their health, 
And waſte their vital powers. 


By years, and not by ſickneſs, they 
uf At laſt their ſhoulders bend ; 
And ripe in years, anon decay, 
And to the grave deſcend. 
14 Hence, puff'd up with prodigious pride, 
Religion they condemn : 
God's threats and precepts they deride, 
And ſaints, as fools, contemn. 
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Ver. They bid th? — God depart, J 
And arrogantly 
We don't — By or More at heart, 
The knowledge of thy way. 
15 What's the Almighty ? Where's our fee ? 
Should we to == him deign ? 
Some pray and praiſe, but don't we ſce 
They ſpend their breath in vain? 
Thus wicked men, whom Heav'n does load 
With earthly happineſs, 
Their native ſpite againſt their God 
Profanely does expreſs. + 


S ON G XxxXVn. 


Gop's Ways of Providence towards Men attended 
with great Variety. Job xxi. 17,—26. 


17 {COME TIMES deſtruction, impious men 
= Ev'n in this world invades ; 
Though oft their lamp of life's burnt out, 
Before their glory fades. | 


God's fatal judgments for their crimes, 
Oft ſoon ther life conſume ; 

Amidſt their pomp, there's but a ſtep 
Betwixt them and their doom. 

| 18 Oft with his driving wrath he's pleas'd 

From off the earth to chaſe, 

As chaff before the ſtormy wind, 
This irreligious race. 


19 Their fin and guilt the mighty God 
Does treaſure up with care 
And for their children's heritage, 
With ſtores of wrath prepare. 


Their progeny that tread their ſteps, 
Shall ſuffer for their crimes ; 

And they themſelves oft live to ſee 
Theſe very diſmal times. | 

10 Their curſed lips ſhall: deeply drink, 

Of God's embitter'd bowl; 

Their haughty eyes ſhall dow nward ſink, 
And in deſtruction roll. 
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Ver. Ah, then! what comfort to them ſhall 
21 Their race ſurviving raiſe, 
When in the middle, after all, 
Grim death cuts off their days! 


On the reverſe, ſometimes the juſt 
May proſper, though *tis plain 
Their lot and ordinary fate 
Is trouble, want, and pain. 


22 Yet who will thence againſt the ways 
Of God moſt high object ? 
To guide, govern, and rule the world, 
Who ſhall his hands direct? 


Does not the great omniſcient God 
All things diſtinctly know ? 

ted For he's the Judge of ſaints above, 
The Judge of kings below. 


Who then to teach him wiſdom will 
Adventure or pretend ? 

And clearly ſhow him how, with ſkill, 
His government to mend ? 


23 One dies in his full ſtrength and health, 
No change he thought upon ; 

24 When full of marrow, mirth, and wealth, 
Tet in a moment gone. 

25 Another, who in tort' ring pains, 
And bitter anguiſh hies; 

Long griev'd and gall'd with heavy chains, 

In ling'ring ſickneſs dies. 


26 Both theſe at laſt the friendly grave 
Will bring to equal reſt; 
And on their fleſh, within the cave, 
The worms alike ſhall feaſt. 


Promiſcuous tribulations thus 
All human kind mvade; 

And death, without diſtinction, docs 
Befal both good and bad. 


No diſpenſation of this ſort 
Does ever take its riſe, 
From one man's virtuous effort, 
Or from another's vice: 
OL. Ip p 
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Ver. Nor does th' Almighty's love or hate, 
With evidence appear, l 
By either our enjoyment's great, 
Or our annoyments here. 


What's common to the worſt and beſt 
Can ne'er the caſe decide; 

God's word and Spirit be our-reſt, 
As th' only rule and guide. 


S ON G XXXVII. 
The Benefit of Acquaintance with Gov. 
Job xxii. 21, 30. 


21 NOW acquaint thyſelf with God, 
| And be at peace, for he 
Hath promis'd great and endleſs good 
Shall thereby come to thee. 


22 The law receive thou from his mouth, 
The doctrine of ſolace ; 
And in thy heart embracing truth, 
Lay up his words of grace. 


23 To God molt high, without delay, 
It thou return with care, 
Thy fin and guilt he'll take away, 
Thy ruins all repair. 
24 He'll bleſs the houſe wherein thou dwells 
With riches competent ; | 
With wealth of Ophir-gold, or elſe 
With wealth of ſweet-content. 


25 Th' Almighty ſhall be thy defence, 
Thy joy and thy ſolace; 

26 To him thou ſhalt, with confidence, 
Prevailing pray'rs addreſs. 


27 When thou art anſwer'd from above, 
Thy vows in trouble made 
Shall, with a glad return of love, 
And thankful heart, be paid. 


28 God ſhall eſtabliſh every right 
And juſt decree of thine ; 
For, from above, directing light 
fl Upon thy ways ſhall ſhine. 
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Ver. Thy paths he will direct and own, 
Thy counſels he will bleſs ; 
And all thy undertakings crown 
With comfort and ſucceſs. 


29 When men around thee are caſt down, 
Thy head lift up thou ſhalt ; 
God won't the humble man diſown, 
But fave and him exalt. 


zo Nor of thy prayers, pure and ſound, 
Shalt thou alone partake 
The gain, but ev'n thy neighbours round 
Shall proſper for thy ſake. 


S OS XXXIX. 
Gop hiding and trying. Job xxvii. 3, 8, 9, 10, 
3 THAT I knew where I might find 
My God, who hides his path! 


To him I would unfold my mind, 
And teſtify my faith. 


$ I forward go to ſeek him out; 
But, lo! he is not there; 
Backward, but when I turn about, 
He's gone, I know not where, 


9 Upon the right-hand, and the left, 
Fain would I him accoſt; 
But ſtill of my deſire berett, 
I find my labour loſt, 
10 His way is hid, but mine is ey'd 
By him, I thus deſire; 
I ſhall, as gold, when he hath tried, 
Come purer from the fire. 


5 O N G XL. 
Many moſt wicked and miſchievous, yet live and die 
in outward Peace, and are never viſibly reckoned 
with in this World. 


Job xxiv. 1, 2,—12, 13,—23, 24. 
OST juſt is God; yet none can tell 
The fix'd determin'd times, 


When theſe that wickedly rebel 
Shall ſuffer for their crimes. 
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Some men ſo void of ſhame are found, 
Wha do, with treach'rous bands, 
Remove the ſettled marks that bound 

Appropriated lands, 


With wicked ſpoils, or goods they ſeize, 
Their luxury they feaſt ; 

And fill'd with rapine, yl, at col 
Upon their couches reſt. 

Thus thrive oppreſſors, tyrants, thieves, 
Men bloody and unclean ; 

Whole villanies day-light aggrieves, 
The dark's their darling ſcreen, 

Pamper'd in plenty they abide, 
And long on earth they live ; 

While for impunity their pride 
In plunder they derive. 


All things to raiſe their happineſs, 


” deem jointly to comply; 

And as they liv'd in outward peace, 
They unmoleſted die. 

Gently cut down like cars of corn, 
Their death's a kind decay : 

Full ripe they to the tomb are borne, 
And ſlowly ſink away. 

Their ſtreams of life a goodly while, 
Like peaceful rivers Row: ; 

And when they die ('tis common ſtile) 
They gently melt like ſnow. 

*Tis true, Jehovah ſees and knows 
Their vice and inſolence; 


Vet, feeming unconcern'd, he does 


No vengeance due diſpence. 


If they're, a feaſt for worms, interr'd, 
Man's common fate is fo: _ 
Heav'n then hath all their hell deferr'd 


To future endleſs wo. 


Book I 
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S O N 8 XLI. 


The Greatneſs, Goodneſs, and Holineſs of Gop evi- 
dencing the Guiltineſs and Impurity of Man. 
Job xxv. 2,6. 
per. V 7ITH God the Lord, moſt great and high, 
2 Dominion is and fear: a 8 
He peace preſerves above the ſky 
And regions of the air, 


3 Though numberleſs his armies are, 
The creatures all his hoſts, 
Yet never as a God of war, 
But ſtill of peace, he boaſts. 


On whom does not his light ariſe? 
His goodneſs unto all | 

Extends, like to' his watchful eyes, 
Inſpecting great and ſmall, 

Wide as the univerſe, ev'n fo 
Hath God his table ſpread ; | 

And all his creatures, high and low, 
Still at his colt are feeds. 

Since on his pow'r and goodneſs great 
We evermore depend, | 

And can to nothing as a debt, 
Without a lye, pretend : 


If we ſhall murmur and complain, 
It is without a cauſe, | 

When he his gifts reſumes again, 
But not our right withdraws. 


4 Beſides, our great and heinous crimes, 
By which we Heav'n provoke, 
Expoſe us juſtly, many times, 
To his revenging ſtroke. 


Who then of mankind can before 
His high tribunal ſtand, 

Plead guiltleſs ; and, on juſtice ſcore, 
His law-diſcharge demand ? 


To being *mong the tainted race 
Can man untainted pals, 

And clean eſcape the leaven baſe, 
That does infeQ the maſs ? 
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Per. Sun, moon, and ſtars, the torches bright, / 
That beautity the ſky, 
Are ſtain'd, and ſpotted in the fight 
Of God's all-ſearching eye. 


6 O then! ſince this omniſcient God 
Does human actions ſcan, | 
What num'rous ſtains, both deep and broad, 
Mult he difcern in man! 


In man, a vitious worm, whoſe luſt 
Gainſt Heav'n inceſſant ſpurns; 

A worthleſs worm, who back to du 
And putrefaction turns! © 


8. Oe N G i 
The Proofs of God's Power and Wiſdom in the Creatin 
and Preſervation of the World. Job xxvi. 5,1, 


5 HE Lord Jehovah built the ſkies, 
. And rear'd his ſtately frame: 
The wide creation teſtifies 
'The greatneſs of his name. 


The liquid element below, 1 
Was gather'd by his hand: 

The rowling ſeas together flow, 
And leave the ſolid land. 


To him the Maker, does pertain, 
What in the ocean is: 

The finny people of the main, 
And monſters there, are his. 


6 The duſky ſhades of hell that ly, 11 

Wrapt up in webs of night, 

May well elude the ſolar eye, 
But not th' Almighty's ſight. 

Death and deſtruction do in vain, 12 
Their ſable covering ſpread, 

And in their ſecret vaults enchain, 
Or faſt lock up the dead. 


The eye of the Almighty does 
Their ſpoils intire ſurvey; 

And no diſtinction ever knows 
Betwixt the night and day. 


1 Pant II. JOB's HYMNS. 


Fer. He, o'er the airy empty place, 
7 In pomp diſplays on high 
The wide expanſe, and ample ſpace, 
Of all the northern ſky. 


The pond'rous earth, at his command, 
Hangs in the ambient air: 

No pillars bear the fabric grand, 
But juſt his will and care. 


$ He bids the clouds with water pent, 
Impriſon'd tempeſts chain; 
Then their big floating wombs unrent, 
Suſpend the birth of rain. 


Again he bids their boſom ope, 
And down the bleſſing pours, 
in To feed the lab'ring farmer's hope 
14, With warm prolific ſnow'rs. 


g Leſt his high throne, ſo dazzling bright, 
By naked eyes unſeen, 
With too much glore oppreſs our ſight, 
He ſpreads his clouds between. 


10 He raiſes rocky fences round 
The ſpacious ſwelling deep, | 
Which do the raging billows bound, 
Mad waves in priſon keep: 


That while the rule of day and night, 
The ſun and moon maintain, 

The rolling ſeas may have no might 
To drown the earth again. 


11 High hills, that pillars ſeem and props 
Of heav'n's expanded roof, 
Do quake, and bow their tow'ring tops 
Aghaſt at his reproof, 


12 He cleaves the main, bids billows riſe, 
Then curbs the ſwelling tide : 


So ſoon he lays their pride. 


The trembling waves, at his command, 
Creep ſoftly to the ſhore; 

Storms over-aw'd do ſilent ſtand, 
Do quickly ceaſe to roar, 


How ſoon they cope with clouds and ſkies, 
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Ver. Thus lawleſs ſeas he does control, 
Diverſifies the deep; 

He makes the ſleeping billows roll, 
The rolling billows ſleep. 


13 He ſpreads the heav'ns, their azure face 
He garniſh'd by his might: | 
And did them moſt profuſely grace 
With conſtellations bright. 


14 His hand the crooked ſerpent made; 

But who can ſpeak his art ? 

Of whom all's nothing that is ſaid, 
We know ſo ſmall a part. 

Who can the utmoſt force explore 
Of his almighty hands! 

For ev'n the thunder of his pow'r 
What mortal underſtands? 


n. 
Too {rang maintaining his Integrity againſt the fall 
ccuſations of his Friends. Job xxvii. 2,—6, 
2 S God Creator lives who now 
To Judge my cauſe denies ; 
Th* Almighty, who my vexed foul 
With ſharp affliction tries: 
3 While in my noſtrils breath remains, 
Which God inſpir'd at firſt, 
No wicked guile ſhall by my lips, 
Nor falſhood be expreſs'd. 
4 I'm flander'd by my cruel friends, 
Their cenſures underly, 
Charg'd with hypocriſy and fraud, 
And crimes of deepeſt dye. 


5 Should I acquit their calumnies, 

Abſolve their fland*rous tongue, 

Confeſs their libel ſtuff'd with lies, 
My innocence to wrong? 


Forbid it Heav'n ! fo black a charge 
Of crimes to me unknown, 

I, to my laſt expiring breath, 
Will ſtedfaſtly difown. 


| 
| 


Ver. 
6 


3 
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This my rejoicing ſtill ſhall be, 
The teſtimony clear, 
And conſcience of integrity, 
I in my boſom bear. 
Reproachfully they me accuſe ; 
But from approved fin 
My Judge ſhall me acquit, as does 
His juſtice-court within, 


| SO 
The hopeleſs State of the Hypocrite. Job xxvii. 7, — 10. 


HERE is the hypocrite's falſe hope, 
Though for a time he gain'd 
Praiſe and applauſe, and lifted up, 
In pomp and pleaſure reign'd ? | 
Where is his hope at laſt, when once 
The mighty God ſhall wreſt 
His trembling ſoul, with violence, 
From his reluctant breaſt ? 


9 Will God give ear unto his cry, 


10 


When troubles o'er him flow, 
Preſaging worſe calamity, 
His everlaſting woe ? 


Will painted pray'rs avert the blaſt, 
When he perceives with dread, 

The clouds of vengeance gath'ring faſt 
Above his guilty head ? 

Will God almighty be his joy, 
Devotion his delight ; | 

Or pray'r to God his cloſe employ, 
When crutches fail him quite ? 


He prays, compell'd with heavy ſtrokes ; 
But unregarded prayer 

He quits; nor more his Judge invokes, 
But ſinks in deep deſpair. 


No favour dare the rebel ſeek, 
That ſcorn'd redeeming grace; 
this guilty conſcience, dragon-like, 

Still flying in his ſace. 


Vor. X, Qqq 
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Wiſdom”s Price great, and its Place ſecret : and the 
Wiſdom that is hid in Gob, unſearchable by Nature,; 
but the Wiſdom that is reveaPd to Man, practicabl 
through Grace. Job xxvill. 12,—28. 


Ver. X 7 AIN man would be eſteemed wiſe ; 
12 But who, alas! can tell 
The place where underſtanding ſtays, 
Or where does wiſdom dwell ? 
13 Nay, wiſdom's price, and worth renown'd, 
Dull mortals do not know ; 
Nor is the precious treaſure found, 
When ſearch'd for here below. 


The land exclaiming, fays aloud, 
Ah! never was 1 bleſs'd 

To be the lodging or abode 
Of this celeſtial gueſt. 


14 The ſca and ſwelling waves in rage, 
With roaring voice declare, 
In vain ye ſeek to find the ſage 
And facred ſtranger here. 


Th' infernal deep, with voice auſtere, 
And with a hollow ſound, 

Cries out, There's no apartment here, 
For wiſdom, under ground. 


15 Th' ineſtimable bliſs was ne'er 
Wich gold of Ophir bought; 

16 In price with it the onyx rare 
And ſaphires ſtand for nought. 


17 Rich jewels, pearls, and diamonds choice, 
In crowns that draw regard, 
18 And rubies fine, are worthleſs toys 
19 With this fine gem compar'd. 
25 Who then, by learning, is in cafe 
To thew whence wiſdom flows? 
And who the happy dwelling-place 
Of unde;ſtanding knows? 


22 


24 


7 
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er. Since cloſe *tis hid from all the eyes 
1 Of creatures every where, 
That tread the earth, or cut the ſeas, 
Or wing the lucid air. 


22 Death and deſtruction's caves profound, 
Cry, Here ſhe never came, 
Only our ears have heard the ſound 
Of her immortal fame. 


2; Alone the glorious and the great, 
All-penetrating God, 
Knows his own offspring's hidden ſeat, 
True wiſdom's bleſs'd abode. 


14 For he, from off the height immenſe 
Of heav'n's bright cryſtal brow, 
Surveys in all its vaſt expanſe, 
The univerſe below, 
He diſtant ages, regions, iſles, 
Views with omniſcient eyes : 
25 And in exactly poiſing ſcales 
Both winds and water weighs. 


265 When he decreed the meaſure juſt, | 
And manner of the rain; 
When he a way for thunder firſt 
And lightning did ordain : | 
27 Then ſaw he wiſdom where it ſhin'd, 
And did its home declare; 
He ſearch'd his own all-ſeeing mind, 
And found it only there. 


23 But then to man (from whom he hid 
His ſecret will and way, 

Yet duty to him open laid) 
Thus did Jehovah ſay, 


Behold, to fear the Lord, and ſtill 
From evil to depart 

This, this is wiſdom; this is ſkill ; 
Yea, this is heav'nly art. 

Let me attempt to know no more 
Than God moſi high reveals 
Nor boldly ſearch for ſecret ſtore, 

He in his breaſt conceals, 


Qqq 2 


Me 


490 SCRIPTURE SONGS. -Booxl ft | 


Ver. On this abyſs they ſafeſt are J 

That keep along the ſhore, 

Diſtruſt their wit, and from afar 
This awful deep adore. 

In being godly found, in Chriſt, 
Man's endleſs profit lies : 

If thou art righteous, thou art bleſt ; 
If holy, thou art wiſe. 


S O N Goo JV 
The Heart. wiſb of a Deſerted Soul. Job xxix. 2, —; 


2 THAT my by-paſt happy days 
And months were now reſtor'd, 
When God did me, in gracious ways, 
His mighty aid afford ! 
3 When on my head his candle clear, 
The lamp of grace, did ſhine ; 
And I, through darkeſt ſhades of fear, 
Did walk by light divine. 
4 When ſecret favours did, from God, 
My days of youth attend ; 
And I to him my mind unload, 
As to a boſom friend. 
| 5 Th' Almighty did my heart and home, 
| With his glad preſence bliſs, 
| That ſuch ſweet days again may come, 
O how I long for this ! 


S ON G X1.VIL 


Touth*s deſpiſing the aged or, Great Honour turn 
to extreme Contempt, and Proſperity turned to (s 
lamity. Job xxx. 1, 8,—12. and 26,—31. 


SECT, I. 
Honour turned to Contempt. Ver. 1, 8,—12. 


I HESE now, that younger are than T, 
Do me deride and mock, 
Whoſe fathers never were ſo high 
As ſhepherds of my flock. 


— — _ =_ = 
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Ver. This truſt to them I ſcorn'd to give, 
My num'rous herds to keep; 
Nor, with my dogs, could grant them leave 
To fit and guard my ſheep. 


8 For vicious, vile, and baſe they were, 
Old beggars through the ſtreet ; 
To them I juſtly might prefer 
The duſt below their feet. 


g Yet now I'm to their ſons a jeſt, 

10 They mock me to my face; 

11 They me revile, contemn, deteſt, 
And treat me with diſgrace. 

12 Young ſtriplings thus againſt me riſe, 
Regardleſs of my age; | 

My name they dawb with ſlaund'rous lies, 

In fierce unbridled rage. 


Szcr. II. 
Proſperity turned to Calamity. Ver. 26,—31. 


26 ] LO O E' for good, fince good I choſe ; 
Since kind, I hop'd for light : | 
But then came evil, crofles, woes, 
And clouds of diſmal night. 


27 Vexatious day did me prevent ; 
And, hopeleſs of relief, 

28 Without the ſun I mourning went 
In agonies of grief. 

29 With owls and dragons joint I cry'd, 
urine I'm now their mate and kin. 
„%o With burning heat my bones are dry'd, 

And black my wither'd ſkin. 


31 My harp, that made a joyful noiſe, 
Is turn'd to mourning deep; 
My organ chang'd into the voice 
Of them that doleful weep. 


49% 


Chaſtity and Charity exemplified ; and all unclean Per. 
fons judged. Job xxxi. 1,—4. and 16, 17, 19, 20, 


Fer. SACRED league I with mine eyes 
Have made, that they may ne” 


tI 
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SECT. L 


Chaſtity exemplified ; and Whoremangers and Adulte. 


rers judged. Ver. 1,—4. 


On fruit forbidden look nor gaze, 
However charming fair. 


That they, on beauty fondly prone, 
May not attentive ſtay, 

To be enchanted; nor upon 
The brink of ruin play. 


Ne'er did, on wanton objects bent, 
My thoughts get leave to rove; 

Nor were abroad for fuel ſent, 
To feed unlawful love. 


Sin's motions firſt whenever rais'd, 


did ſuppreſling tame; 
I quench'd the ſpark before it blaz'd 
And ſpread reſiſtleſs flame. 


I knew what woful portion will 
Cn whoredom's ſlaves attend: 
Of theſe who their ſweet luſts fulfil 

I ſaw the bitter end. 


Deſtruction from the mighty God, 
Does on the wicked wait; 

Their vile and ſhameful actions bode 
Their miſerable fate. 

God does, as Judge of ſecrets, ſee 
If foreign charms us move: 

Death is the juſt reward if we 
Shall hug forbidden love. 


n 
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SECT. II. 
Charity exemplified. Ver. 16, 17, 19, 20. 


ler. I never heard the needy cry, 
16 But ſtill they did prevail; 
Nor, mercileſs, e'er cauſed I 
The widow's hopes to fail. 
17 J ne'er along with fulneſs fed, 
Devour'd luxurious meat; 
But always of my plenty made 
The hungry orphans eat. 
19 Poor naked beggars, as co-heirs 
Of what I did partake, 
20 I fed and cloth'd; if not for their's, 
Yet for their Maſter's ſake, 


S O N G XLIX. 
The Immateriality and Immortality of the Soul, 
Job xxxii. 8. 


IN man a living ſpirit dwells, 
An underſtanding mind, 
Which far the brutal rank excels, 
As does th' angelic kind. 
In him there 1s a nature found, 
Above the ſenſes far ; 
Though ſome, in ſenſual pleaſures drown'd, 
But ſoul oppreſſors are. 


Through things both low, and things ſublime, 
The nimble ſoul doth flide; 

Both far and nigh, in point of time, 
Which thought cannot divide. 

She ſends to China as ſoon as Spain; 
And comes as ſoon as ſent ; | 

And mets with equal time and pain 
A ſpan, and heav'n's wide tent. 

She hath, ev'n though in fleſh confin'd, 
No body of her own ; 

Dut is an immaterial mind, 


Diſtinct from fleſh and bone. 


- 
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Ver. How ſouls that live, and fleſh that dies, 


Their match at firſt began, 
We learn; for he that ſpread the ſkies, 
Firſt form'd the ſoul of man: 


Who ſhed in man, firſt made of earth, 
A beam of-heav'nly fire; 

In all men now, before their birth, 
He does their ſoul inſpire. | 


This ſpirit cannot mortal be, 
Nor ſubject to the grave; 
For thoughts of immortality, 
No mortal thing can have. 


When ſhe aſpires to endleſs bliſs 
In God, th' eternal ſpring, 

She proves herſelf to be no leſs 
Than an eternal thing. 

Our bodies food of mortal kind, 
Shows their mortality ; 

But truth eternal feeds the mind, 

Which ſhews ſhe cannot die. 


S 05 NL.0G L. 


True Wiſdom not acquired by Old- Age, nor by Learnin, 


but by Grace. Job xxxii. 7, 8, 9. 


7 ; HA wiſdom ripens not with years, 
Nor grows with age, I find; 9 


Unleſs celeſtial light appears, 
Gray hairs continue blind. 


8 Wiſdom divine, by length of time, 


Can never be acquir'd, 
Except the ſoul, by truth ſublime, 
Be from above inſpir'd. 


9 Sound knowledge then is not a ſtore, 


Poſſeſs'd ſtill by the great; 

Nor yet doth wiſdom evermore 
Adorn the. teacher's ſeat. 

Though human underſtanding trace, 
The wiſdom of the ſchools; 


Yet till the Jearn'd, | untaught by grace, 


Remain but literate fools, 
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God infinitely above us, not accountable to us; yet 
merciful, both in hiding what he hides, and re- 
vealing what he reveals. Job 12,—18. 


r. O D's ſov'reign ways to ſcoff or ſcan, 
12 Shall worthleſs creatures dare? 
Shall the moſt High, O wretched man! 
Be ſummon'd to the bar? 


13 Wilt thou with him that gave thee breath, 
3 ; 
Engage in hot diſpute ? 
Or, quarreling his unſeen path, 
Wouldit thou thy God confute ? 


Preſumptuous mortal bold, wilt thou 
Thyſelf with him compare ? 

Shall to a worm Jehovah bow, 
His conduct to declare: 


To aſk the reaſon of his ways, 
Audacious is and rude; 

Th' Almighty's deeds, becauſe they're his, 
Are therefore juſt and good. 


Where ſhallow reaſon never could 
| The deep immenſe diſcern 
ny Of providence divine, it ſhould 
With due ſubmiſhon learn. 


Not that he grudges man the views, 
Of what diſcern'd can be; 

His kind Creator to him ſhews 
More than his eyes can ſee. 

Our knowledge therefore never can 

Raiſe in his breaſt envy, 

When more is ſhown than filly man 
Is capable to ſpy. 


14 Once and again, to form the mind, 
God does inſtruction give; 
More than reluctant man's inclin'd, 
Or willing to receive. 


15 In dreams and viſions of the night, 
In flumbers of the bed, 
And in deep fleep, celeſtial light 
Hath been at times convey'd. 
. Rrr 
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Ver. He various ways reveals his will 
16 To man, and leaves behind 
Inſtructions, touching good and ill, 
Imprinted on the mind, 


But our great Teacher's light will not 
The myſtic clouds diſpel], 

That keep his hidden paths remote, 
And on his conduct dwell. 


» By's teachings muſt be underſtood, 
He rather does deviſe 
To make man, to his profit, good, 
Than, to his peril, wile, 
17 That from his ſinful purpoſes, 
Man may be drawn aſide, 
And humbly made, with will ſubmiſs, 
To mortify his pride. 
13 And thus his life and ſoul the Lord 
Saves from deſtruction's path; 
And from the dire menacing {word ' 
Of God's avenging wrath, 


s G BN: 48:10 


The Patient deſcribed in Extremity, and ſeaſonal 
relieved by the great Ranſomer. 


Job xxxiii. 19,—30. 


Sor. I. 


Sickneſs come to an Extremity Or, a fick Man 
brought to the Gates of Death. | 


Ver. 19,—22. 


19 7 N mercy does the mighty God, 
Man for his ſins chaſtiſe, 

When he, t inſtruct him by the rod, 
Diſturbs his bed of caſe. 

Sore ſickneſſes, God's hoſt array'd, 
The ſtrongeſt man aſlail ; | 

Sharp pains his num'rous bones invade, 
And o'er their ſtrength prevail. 
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Ver. Hid poiſon does his vigour waſte, 


20 His ſoul abhores the fight 
Of curious meats, which once his taſte 


Did reliſh with delight. 
21 He who before, in blooming pride, 

Could boaſt a graceful air; 

And pamper'd at his caſe, abide 
In figure, plump and fair, 

Does now, by an amazing change, 
His neighbours all ſurpriſe 

And pale lean cheeks, and ſtaring ſtrange 
With ghaſtly hollow eyes. 

His weary bones, a horrid fight ! 
All ſtarting through the ſkin, 

Which lay before, both day and night, 
In fleſh and fat unſeen. 

22 His throbbing heart, with grief ſubdu'd, 

In pain. and labour beats; 

And life expiring, cloſe purſu'd 
Through every vein, retreats. _ 

On-lookers think each gaſp, or breath, 
Will end the doleful fray ; 

And killing harbingers of death 
Stand ready for the prey. 


SEKT. II. 


The Faithful Soul. phyſician an Inſtrument of bringing 
back the fick Penitent from the Gates of Death: 
Or, the Goſpel Remedy ſkilfully applied, and CHRIS 
the only Ranſom. Ver. 23,—30. 


23 If then a meſſenger attend, 
That knows the voice of God, 
And does, with prudence, apprehend 
The errand of the rod; 
Who, for a Soul-phyſician known, 
From heaven his meſſage bears: 
Such an Interpreter is one 


Among a thouſand ſeers; 
Rrr 2 
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Ver. Who ſkilld to deal in deep diſtreſs, 
Wich ſinners and with ſaints; 
To ſhew to man his uprightneſs, 
He neither hath or wants; 


Who, having wiſdom to be mild, 2 
Or tart, as caſes crave, 1 
Exhibits comfort to the child, 
Conviction to the ſlave ; 


Inſtructs the patient how to bear 
The moſt afflictive rod 

With ſoul-ſubmiſs, and ſtill to clear 
The righteouſneſs of God ; 


That he no quarrel, in his breaſt, . 
May *gainſt his Maker lodge, 

But for his fins himſelf arreſt, 

And juſtify his Judge: 

If thus the perſon, ſick to death, 
Receive initruction juſt, 

And, owning ſin's deſert of wrath, 
Be humbled to the duſt; 


Humbled to own his ſcores of vice, 
And charges undetray'd ; 

And humbled to accept the price, 
Was by the Surety paid: 

24 Then God, moſt ready to acquit, 

Says, Save the captive bound 

* From going down unto the pit, 
„ have the ranſom found. 


„What I have found he judges good, 
And ſo it is to me; 

* The ranſom is my darling's blood, 
Go ſet the captive free.“ 


25 Then quick deliv'rance oft is wrought, 
The patient is made whole; 

26 To health and ſtrength his body brought, 
To peace and joy his ſoul. 


28 Soon as he does his wrongs confeſs, 
And chooſe the way that's right, 

39 His God exalts him to the bliſs 
Of laſting life and light. 


KI. 
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S W N.& LF 


Gop cannot be charged with Injuftice ; and, being om- 
nipotent, he cannot be unjuſt. Job xxxivi 10,—1 5. 


Jer. 


10 


11 


12 


Unjuſtly they complain: 

Shall man the righteouſneſs of God 
Preſumptuouſly arraign? 

Far be't from God's imperial throne, 
To practiſe wickednels : 

Can th” infinitely. holy One 
The rules of right tranſgreſs ? 

Juſtice divine, with wages meet, 
The work of men repays, 

And will each ſon of Adam treat 
According to his ways. 

Yea, ſure, as he is God upright, 
He'll act no wicked part; 

And ſure, as he's the God of might, 
He judgment won't pervert. 

For who of fraud, or violence, 
Dare God moſt high indite, 

Whole wiſdom and omnipotence 
Does guide all nature right? 

Can any higher being be, 
Whoſe laws he ſhould obſerve, 

Or pow'r ſuperior in degree, | 
From truth to make him ſwerve ? 

"Tis certain, therefore, he in whom 
Perfections all abound, 

Whoſe pow'r no pow'r can overcome, 
With juſtice muſt be crown'd. 

His mind, to which no ſtain adheres, 
Shines ever pure and bright : 

No maculating ſpot appears 
In uncreated light, 


13 He who is ſov'reign Lord of all, 


Can inj'ry do to none; 


Whate'er he takes, how great or ſmall, 


He but reſumes his own. 


HEN finners feel the chaſt'ning rod, 
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Ver. All beings are his utenſils, 
And creatures of his pow'r ; 
Nor can they longer than he wills 
In uſe or being *dure. 


14 Should he recal man's vital breath, 
He did at firſt inſpire, | 
All mankind, periſhing by death, 
Would to the grave retire. 
15 All mortal fleſh to mother duſt, 
At pleaſure he remands ; 
Immortal ſouls for judgment juſt, 
Unto their Father's hands. 


8 O Sb. IV, 


Gop's Omniſcience, from which no Sin can be hid 


Job xxxiv. 21, 22. 


21 TFEHOVARH's all-diſcerning eye, 
Man's life intire ſurveys ; 
His thoughts, ſoon as they riſe, does ſpy, 
And watches all his ways. 


The Judge ſupreme, tis clear from hence, 
Can never, through miſtake, 

Be partial ; nor, through ignorance, 
A wrong deciſion make. 

Shifts, therefore, or evaſive arts, 
In vain the wicked uſe ; 

In vain their crimes, with cunning hearts, 
They labour to excuſe. 


22 No darkneſs from his ſight can ſcreen, 

Whoſe piercing eye makes way 

Through mid-night ſhades, alike as in 
The blazing noon of day. 

Can lewd mens cloſeſt hiding cell, 

His ſearching ſight defy, 

When darkeſt caves of death and hell 
Lie naked to his eye? 


Ter. 
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Ss O48: LF 
Gop's Power irręſiſtible. Job xxxiv. 29 


Ter. \ \ FT HEN God gives quietneſs and reſt 
29 


From ruin and from fin, 
Who then with trouble can moleſt, 
Or hinder peace within! 


But when diſpleas'd he hides his face, 
Or favour does withhold, | 

Who then can ſee, or with ſolace, 
An angry God behold? 


Againſt a land, or fingle man, | | 
Be his diſpleaſure bent ; 1 
Nor more nor leſs reſiſtance can 
E Reſiſtleſs wrath prevent. 


Not by the ſtrength of nations whole, 
Can pow'r divine be ſtay'd ; | 
Nor ſmallneſs of one ſingle foul 
His cogniſance evade. 


S O NY. GO IV 
The afflicted Perſon humbled. Job xxxiv. 29, 32. 


90 Nils ſurely meet thus to addreſs 
The Majeſty divine, 
« Juſt are thy judgments, I confeſs ; 
« For fin and guilt are mine. 


„Nor will I now at juſtice” bar, 
«© Commit a freſh offence, 

«* By looking at my fins afar, 
«© And pleading innocence.” 


2 Lord, what I ſee not teach thou me, 
Diſplay thy heav'nly light; 
Away let ſhades of darkneſs flee, 
And day ſucceed to night. 


Forgive my grievous wickednels ; 
Thy peace and joy reſtore : 

Lord, have I ſinn'd? yea, but, through grace, 
I'll henceforth ſin no more, 
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S ON G LVII. e 
Gop's Highneſs cannot be hurt with Man's Wicked. 
neſs. Job xxxv. 5,—8. 


Ver. JR OM earth, O mortal, to the heav'ns, | 
Lift thy admiring eyes ; 
Behold the bright celeſtial orbs, 
And view the diſtant fkies. 


They're high, yet does Jehovah's throne ? 
Their tow'ring height exceed ; ) 
Far more than that bright ſtarry frame, 
Is rais'd above thy head. 


6 Hence never can this glorious One, 
Who fits in heav'n ſublime, 
Be hurt or damag'd by thy fin, 
Nor by the blackeſt crime. 


His plenitude of bliſs can ne'er 
Be made a whit the leſs, | 
Should'ſt thou, by multiply'd affronts 
Grow bold in wickedneſs. 
7 Nor can his happy being &er ! 
I be leaſt advantage reap, 
Should'ſt thou devoutly him revere, 
And all his precepts keep. 
8 Yet hence let not thy wicked heart, 
This falſe condition draw, 
That thou wouldſt act a fruitleſs part, 
Shouldſt thou obey his law. 
Thy goodneſs gainful not above, if 
But to the earth may be; | 
Thy wickedneſs may hurtful prove, 
Though not to God, to thee. 


te." ee ee e 
Gop juſtified, though deaf to the Cry of the oppreſſed. 


Job xxxv. 9,—1 3. 


9 COME cry aloud of violence, 
Whom God does not regard ; 
He hears the cries of penitence, 
When paſſion is not heard. 


ed. 
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4, They under great oppreſſion groan, 
But ne'er remember God; 
Nor notice what his hand hath done, 
But wail the heavy rod. 


10 None ſay, O where's my Maker great, 
Who now can make me whole ? 
But where's my healthy, wealthy ſtate, 
And where's my heartſome bowl? 


They never after God enquire, 
Who ſoon can eaſe beſtow ; 
And, as he did their breath inſpire, 
Can moderate their woe : . 
Who, in the night of miſeries, 
Can give them ſongs of joy, 
And ſweeten earth's calamities 
With heav*n's auguſt employ : 
Who gave to man, to guide him right, 
And paſſion to controul. 
A portion of etherial light, 
A reaſonable foul : 


!1 Which thus might argue, He whoſe care 
Does tenderly protect 
« Beaſts of the earth, birds of the air, 
Will never man neglect.“ 
Yet man, bove theſe, though honour'd high, 
His reaſon proſtitutes, 
Who does of wants and trouble cry 
No otherwiſe than brutes. 
12 Theſe crying with their beſt inſtinct, 
Their God does them ſuſtain; 
But men their nobler reaſon ſink, 
And therefore cry in vain. 
13 God proud and wicked ſuits denies, 
He ſees the inmoſt mind: 
In vain to Heav'n they raiſe the cries, 
Who leave their ſouls behind. 
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3 LIX. 


Gov's gracious Deſign in bringing his own People un. 
der Afiifttion. Job xxxvi. 8, 9, 10. 


Ver. IF God in fetters of diftreſs 
8 1 His favour'd people bind; 

If heavy loads of grief oppreſs 
Their body or their mind: 


9 He means to ſhew to them their ſin, 
In thought, in word, and deed ; 
How they to exceſs did therein 
All boundaries exceed, 


He hereby cauſes them betimes, 
With penitence, reflect 

On all their baſe unkindly crimes 
His kindly hands correct. 


He likewiſe ſtrikes ſin's growing pow'r 
Deſign'dly to reſtrain ; 

That in their heart and life no more 
It may victorious reign. 


When faulty ſaints deſerve a blow, 
He learns them by the rod, 

More clearly than before, to know 
Their duty and their God. 


10 Unto inſtructive diſcipline 
Their ears he opens wide, 
Attentive to the laws divine, 
From which they turn'd aſide. 


Their proſp'rous ſtate had ſtopt their ear, 
But now their adverſe lot 

Commands, with loud alarms, to hear 
The voice of him that ſmote. 


His grace alone, that makes t' obey, 
Concurring with the rod, 

Excites them ſtreight, through Chriſt wel way, 
To turn from fin to God. 


I. NpaRI II. JOB's HY MNS. So 
[L1GHT IN DARKNESS or, God's Favour in Man's 
Fury : a Digreſſion, applying the Subject of the 
n- preceding Song to ſome known Occurrences of our 
Day *. 
REAT is the majeſty of God, 
And greatly to be fear'd ; 
The voice of his afflicting rod, 
With rev'rence mult be heard. 
Oft took we his great name in vain ; 
How juſtly then he tries, 


By raiſing men, our names to ſtain, 
With libels full of lies ! 


But love, in-laid with chaſtiſements, 
Ill projects underm ines, 

And mercifully circumvents 
The wrathful man's deſigns. 


Some bloody bulls, in this rude age, 
Will, to the end of time, 

Stand cronicled, for pride and rage, 
That fed the deſperate crime. 


Stern juſtice, turning friends to foes, 
Makes them againſt us mad; | 

Yet mercy brings our well from woes, 
Our bliſs from what is bad. 


God makes the wrath of man to flame, 
For ends they do not know: 

Our rich improvement is his aim, 
But their's our overthrow. 


When wild reproachers would us claſs, 
And damn with deviliſh elves, 

Their unjuſt cenſures make us paſs 
Juſt cenſures on ourſelves. 


Their cruelty makes us more kind 
Than e'er we were before : 

Their lies and falſhoods make us mind 
To value truth the more. 


This Digreſſion delineates the conduct, and points out the b-haviour of 
the ſeparating Brethren, in withdrawing from, breaking up communion with, 
and paſſing unjuſt ſentences againſt their Brethren ; with the reception this 
ratment met with, and the effect it had. See Vol. VII. p. 470,494. 
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Their lawleſs fury makes us trace 7 
God's juſt and holy laws: 
Their cauſcleſs rage makes us confeſs 
His anger's righteous cauſe. 
Diſorders, that with them prevail, 
Make us good order ſeek: 
Their paſſionate and fiery zeal 
Makes us ſedate and meek. 


Their lofty aims to domineer, '1 
Make arrogance our dread : 

Their ſeparating ways endear 
Our union to the Head. 


Good from their ill, beyond their ken, 
Through grace, to us doth riſc : 
Their madneſs makes us ſober men ; 


Their folly makes us wiſe. ] 


S O N G LE. 
The Doom of Hypocrites that rebel againſt the Rid 
| Job xxxvi. 12, 13, 14. 
Ver. HE heavy wrathful ſword of God, 
Shall on their necks deſcend, 


Whom neither could his chaſt'ning rod, 
Nor charming word amend. 


13 Falſe hypocrites, to vengeance ſore 

Addeſtin'd, haſte to la 

Accumulated wrath in ”" 
Againſt the wrathful day. 

In groſs neglect of pray'r they live, - 
God is not in their mind ; 

'They cry not for his help, nor grieve 
Ev'n when his cords them bind. 


14 On them doth ſudden ruin come, 
And ſweep them off the ſtage, 
Amidſt the very youthful bloom 
And vigour of their age. 


Soon does the unexpected bane 
Their eaſy feats ſurprize: 

Deſcending like the fiery rain, 
On Sodom, from the ſkies, 
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Ver. Then, after death, their ſoul ſhall live 
Mong unclean ip! rits in hell; 
For in the heav'ns, where faints arrive, 
No unclean thing can dwell. 


SON G III. 


Schola Cxucis, Scholl Lucis: or, Afiiftion, 
Inſtruction. Job xxxvi. 15. 
'15 UR God is mercitully touch'd 
() With pity to the poor; 
He faves the humble one, and ſuch 
As do his aid implore. 
To theſe ſubmiſhve to his laſh; 
He's in his anger kind ; 
In favour he but wounds the fleſh, 
That he may teach the mind. 
Sharp and ſevere his ſtripes may be, 
But then they ſtrike out light, 
ad, By which th' afflicted clearly ſee, 
And learn to judge aright. 
His hands in love do them chaſtiſe, 
And to their duty draw; 
Through grace his ſcourges make them wiſe, 
When they forget his law. 


S ON G IXXII. 


Quarrelling with God, in Afliction, dangerous ; Sub- 
miſſion, a Duty, advantageous. Job xxxvi. 21. 


21 AK E heed thou no regard for in, 
Nor love to it maintain; 

The leaſt vice hath more ill therein 
Than's in the greateſt pain. 

If, rather than the ſmarting rod, 
Thy choice 1s fin and vice ; 

Thou proudly doſt contend with God, 
And ſhew thyſelf unwiſe. 

If thou, impatient of the ſtroke, 
His providence accuſe ; 

Thou doſt, by caſting off his yoke, 
Thine own, that's heavier, chuſe. 
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Ver. In trouble therefore don't debate, Fer. 
Nor with thy Maker fight ; | 
Contention makes thy burden great, 
Submiſſion makes it light. 


S770 Nt; G/! XU. 


Gov an abſolute Sovereign, an incomparable Teacher 
an unexceptionable Ruler. Job xxxvi. 22, 23. 


22 6 O D, by his vaſt and boundleſs pow'r, 
At pleaſure can debaſe; 
At pleaſure the debas'd reſtore, 
Exalt, and highly raiſe. 
Where's his inſtructors to he found? 27 
For, who can teach like him? 
Where's his ſuperior more renown'd, 
Since he's himſelf ſupreme ? 
23 He that to men does knowledge teach, 20 
Shall he himſelf not know? 
Of folly who can him impeach, 
Or greater wiſdom ſhow? 
His government what daring tongue 
Of error can accuſe? 
The King of kings can do no wrong; 
And who can ſay he does? 


SONG IXIV. " 
Gop's Works manifeſting his incomprehenſible Gre: 
neſs. Job xxxvi. 24,.—33. 
24 FLLUSTRIOUS are the works divine 
Which ev'ry man may ſee; . 
Both theſe that fartheſt off do ſhine, 
And theſe moſt near the eye. 


25 Each rational beholder muſt 


Remember to extol, 
And give the Maker, wiſe and juſt, 
The glory of the whole. 


26 Who can behold, but in amaze, | bl 
Th” eternal God? and who 
Can count the number of his days, 
Which no beginning know ? 


Ian. JOB's HYMNS. Fog 


Ver. We ſooner may, from pole to pole, 
Our feeble arms extend, 
Than can our little finite ſoul 
His greatneſs comprehend. 


Our thoughts o'erwhelm'd at ſhadows grope, 

In fentiments like this; 
ber, Loſing their way, they're ſwallow'd up 

Into the vaſt abyſs. | 

Th' Immortal view'd but in the ſkies, 
His too reſplendant light, 

Does daſh and dazzle mortal eyes, 
For want of equal fight. 


7 His hand dark meteors, high in air 
7 3 , 
Does pow'rfully ſuſtain, 
Which he converts, around the ſphere, 
To gentle dews and rain. 


28 Vapours exhal'd from earth to heav'n, 
He wondrouſly reſtores, 
And ſends them back with int'reſt given 
In fructifying ſhow'rs. 


Theſe from the dropping clouded ſkies, 
He artfully diſtills ; 

And thus man's mouth with food ſupplies, 
His mind with wonder fills. 


:) Who knows how God extends his clouds, 
And makes the tender air, 
real: The pond'rous burden of the floods 
And heavy waters bear ? 


Who can account, by human arts, 
For that tremendous noiſe ; 

Theſe awful murm'rings, fiery darts, 
And moſt majeſtic voice ; 

That iſſue from theſe clouds commix'd, 
And terribly declare, 

That the almighty God hath fix'd 
His high pavilion there? 

o Conſider too, how not in vain 

He ſpreads upon the ſtreams, 

And on the wide and ſpacious main, 
The ſun's attractive beams; 
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Ver. To raiſe recruits for waſted clouds, 
And levy freſh ſupplies | 
Of vapours, drawn up from the floods 
To muſter in the ſkies. 


31 He theſe, for different purpoſes, 
In wiſdom doth employ ; 


Some ſerve in tempeſts, if he pleaſe, 
The wicked to deſtroy :; 


Some not to curſe, but bleſs the field, 
And fatneſs on it drop, 

That it in plenty meat may yield, 
And crown the farmer's hope. 


32 Tween heav'n and earth clouds interveen, 
Now as a fav'ring ſhade; 
Then as a black ſun-· dark' ning ſcreen 
With ſtormy frownings ſpread. 
33 Brute beaſts the ſign of rain deſcry, 
By nature's inſtinct wiſe, 
Obſerving, with a heedful eye, 
The gath'ring meteors riſe. 
They ſoon, by certain ſigns can tell 
If ſtorms are nigh at hand; 
Then ſeek they ſhelter where to dwell 
Moſt ſafe, by fea or land. 
Theſe ſee and fly; ſhall men purblind, 
More ſtupid than the ſtorks, 
Forget their God and reſt, nor mind 
To magnify his works? 


S NS *'EXVe 
God's Glory noticed in the Thunder and Lightnin, 


Jab xxxvii. 1, — 5. 


1 WHEN mighty tempeſts charg'd on high, 
With murm'ring thunder row], 

The dreadful noiſe along the ſky. 
Affright my trembling ſoul. 

A noiſe that makes pale atheiſts pant, 
And quake with panic fear ; 

A noiſe that makes the humble ſaint 
His mighty God revere. 


Ph 


7 
Ver 


ny, 
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PART II. JOB's HYMNS. 
er. Hear, and attentively regard 
This high majeſtic voice, 
Which, breaking from its priſon-ward, 
Spreads with an awful noiſe. 
With this tremendous lofty ſound, 
Which heav'n's high arches ſhakes, 
And through the airy regions round 
Its ſtately progreſs makes. | 
; God ſtill to earth's remoteſt ends, 
Beneath the heav'ns whole, 
His red-wing*d lightning ſwiftly ſends 
On flight from pole to pole. 
For firſt *tis in the heav*ns above 
The flaſhy flames appear ; 
Then dreadful. bellowings ſtrangely move 
And terrify the ear. 
4 The noify roarings ſtill augment, 
Till ſtorms of rain and hail, 
Soon with their violent fierce deſcent, 
The paſſive earth aſſail. | 
5 He that his mighty thunder-claps, 
With wiſdom thus projects, 
Produces other fearful haps, 
And wonderful effects. 


This even the pomp wits befools, 
And forces them to own, | 
With minds abaſh'd, that to the ſchools 

Theſe ſecrets are unknown; 
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Gop's Power noticed in the Froſt and Snow, in the 


Rains and Winds. Job xxxvil. 6,—13. 


6 OD moulds the vapours in the air, 
He whitens there the ſnow ; 
And, with its fleeces, broad and fair, 
He clothes the earth below. 
He bids the rain, by little crouds, 
Fall down in fruitful ſhow'rs ; 
Or, if he pleaſes, from the clouds, 


Vaſt ſpouts of water pours, 
Vo I. X. Tit 
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Ver. Then human hands are quite ſeal'd up, 
From labour in the field, 
That when man's work is at a ſtop, 
God's work may be reveal'd. 


8 The ſavage brutes and beaſts of prey, 
Theſe dreadful tempeſts chaſe ; 
From deſerts wild they haſte away, 

Unto their lurking place : 


g If whirlwinds turbulent come forth, 
Or from the ſouth appear ; 
Cold ſcatt'ring blaſts come from the north, 
The air to purge and clear. 


10 God's breath creates the froſt, the blaſt 
Of this reſtringent wind 
Doth broad and ſpreading waters, faſt, 
With cryſtal fetters, bind. 


Theſe breathings turn to ſolid glaſs, 
The lakes on which they blow, 
Benumb the floods that uſe to pals, 

And teach them not to flow, 


11 His thickeſt clouds, by wat'ring ſpent, 
He wearies and diflolves ; 
His brighteſt clouds, aſunder rent, 
He ſcatters and revolves. 


12 Theſe by his counſels turn'd about, 
And manag'd by his hand, 
Move and direct their circling rout 
And courle at his command. 


Theſe vapours that ſurround the ſky, 
And this low region fill, 

All reſtleſs and obedient fly, 
To execute his will. 


13 Hence noxious rain comes often times, 

For judgment, at his call, 

On guilty nations, for their crimes, 
To let his vengeance fall. 

Or when he would his bounty ſhew, 
And mercy to his land, 

In plenty then the fruitful dew 
Deſcends at his command. 


| 


if 


17 


I, 
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Mens Ignorance of the Works of Nature ſhews what 
incompetent Judges they are in the proceedings of 


divine Providence. Job xxxvil, 14,—20. 
ARK, mortal! ſtand but ſtill and view 


14 The wondrous works of God, 
Then wilt thou ne'er, with any ſhew, 
His providence explode. 


His underſtanding's infinite, 
Intuitive and clear ; 

His fight moſt perfect and complete, 
Moſt intimate. and near. 


To him there's nothing far away, 
But every thing is nigh ; 

Nothing to come, but preſent ay, 
Nor hid, but in his eye. 


What then doſt thou, O man, purblind, 
Of his politics know ? 

What little way can thy dark mind 
In his mechanics go ? 


1; Haſt thou the wiſdom to declare 
What orders from above 
Will come, by which along the air 
The clouds are all to move? 


Canſt thou by all thy natural ſkill, 
Or human ſcience, know 

The hour, when in the clouds he will 
Cauſe draw his beauteous bow. 


ib Vain man! by what a vain harangue 

Canſt thou the way declare, 

How pois'd the pond'rons vapours hang 
And balanc'd in the air ? 

So wond'rous are the works divine 
In theſe and all his ways, 

Such pow'r and perfect knowledge ſhine, 
As human minds amaze. 


17 Whence are thy clothes with warmth impreſs'd ? 


Whence comes the ſcorching heat, 
When we beneath our thinneſt veſt, 
And lighteſt garment ſweat ! 
| T1 3 
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Ver. When chill north-winds their bluſters ſhare, Ve 
And make the rivers freeze, 
To melt the ice, and calm the air, 
How comes the ſouthern breeze. 
18 In counſel cloſe waſt thou at alt 
With the Almighty join'd, 
When he the model of the ball 
And firmament deſign'd? 
Haſt thou with him ſpread out the ſkics, 
Clad in its ſparkling dreſs, 
As firm, as clear, and to the eye 
A molten looking-glaſs ? 
A mirror made with {kill divine, 
Diſplaying matchleſs might ; 
This ſtarry frame ſo ſuperfine 
Confounds all feeble fight. 
19 Pray, tell us what to ſay of God, 
We can no knowledge boaſt ; 
Our baſlled thoughts in darkneſs plod, 
And are in wonder loſt. 
E ſtop! for who, but in amaze, 
Can ſtare at endleſs height 
What creature can undazzled gaze 
At uncreated light! 
20. Men vainly in a meaſure lay 
: Unmeaſurable bliſs ; 
They would infinitely furvey, 
But fink in that abyſs. 


5 ON G LXVIII. 


Gop's Greatneſs and Majeſty requires that he be gred. 
ly feared and reverenced. Job xxxvii. 21,—24. 


21 Eo O D, wind and weather-changes wills, 
And who. but ſtoops to this ? 
| Life-changes too when he fulfills, 
Let mortals be ſubmiſs. 
Man cannot, with his feeble eye, 
Meridian luſtre bear, 
22 When northern winds that ſweep the ſky, 
Make upper regions clear. | 


* 


PART II. JOB's HYMNS, 
Ter. Then ſurely mortals, ſeiz'd with fright 


And terror, muſt decline 
The glorious and tremenduous ſight 
Of majeſty divine. 


23 For, touching the almighty God, 


We cannot find him out ; 

So pompous is his high abode, 
And ſplendid round about. 

From majeſty, fo great and high, 
We muſt with dread retire 

Nor gratify our curious eye, 
But rev'rently admire : 

But after all our bold eſſays 
And ſearches here we find 

Our reaſon cannot ſhun the maze, 
Nor graſp th* eternal mind. 

So boundleſs and tranſcendant is 
Bis energy and might, 

His judgments are fo juſt and wiſe, 
And his decrees fo right, 

That no debater muſt decry 
The great Jehovah's deeds, 

Nor boldly aſk a reafon why 
He thus and thus proceeds. 


Should any aſk it to their ſhame, 
Then know that he alone, 

Is ſov'reign Lord and Judge ſupreme, 
Accountable to none, 

This ſhould inſtruct us not to ſpurn, 
But pious rev'rence raiſe; 

Our mutiny to marvel turn, 
Our diſcontent to praiſe. 


This to right reaſon ſhould reſtore, 
Make carnal reaſon mute, 

And teach us humbly to adore, 
But never to diſpute, 

Mild mercy meets with juſtice ſtric 
In ſtanding to his laws; 

He therefore wills not to afflict, 
Nor ſtrikes without a cauſe. 
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Per. Men fear his name in Chriſt for this, 
24 Becauſe he mercy hath; 
But rebels, that reje& the bliſs, 
Shall fear and feel his wrath, 


God favours humble hearts and wills, 
But ſons of pride defies ; 

And in his ſight wiſe men are fools, 
Who in their own are wiſe. 


- 18. $6 0G LXIX. 
Gov's Words unto Jos, his challenging him. 
Job xxxvili. 1, 2, z. 
I LL nature felt a friglitful ſhock, 
When from the rolling cloud, 


To trembling Job th' Almighty ſpoke 
Theſe awful words aloud. 


2 Who's this preſumptuous mortal bold, 
That dark'ning counſel ſo, 
By words devoid of knowledge, would 
Preſcribe what it muſt do! | 


3 If thou pretend'ſt to quarrel me, 

For ought that I have done, 

Gird up thy loins to hold the plea, 
And like a man to win. 

I'm now come at demands of thine, 
Thy ſcience to infpea; 

Not to be taught, but of deſign 
Thy arrogance to check, 

I' now thy {kill and wiſdom ſound, 
Thy underſtanding try ; 

To queſtions I'll to thee propound, 
See if thou canſt reply. 


S ON G LXX. 
Gop's Quits TIONS. 
Queſt. 1. Concerning the Foundation of the Earth. 
Job xxxvill. 4,—7. 
4 HEN I the carth's foundations laid, 
Where waſt thou then, O man ? 
Or didſt thou contribute thine aid, 
And help the mighty plan ? 


PAR 
Ver. 
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er. Whence did I, when the world I made, 
For fit materials call, 
When nothing I but nothing had 
Wherewith to make the ball ? 


My hand, without thy help, could frame 
This ſpacious edifice ; 

And can't my {kill govern the ſame 
Without thy poor advice ? 


5 If rhou haſt knowledge, tell what pow'r 
And wiſdom I employ'd, 
To dig the maſs of ſolid ſtore, 
Out of an empty void ? 


Tell how the globe was modell'd fine, 
By what ſtupendous art ; 

And by what meaſure, ſquare, and line, 
| fitted every part? 


6 Declare on what foundation ſure, 

Did I the building rear ; 

And by what cement, ſo ſecure, 
Do all the parts cohere ? 

Shew how the corner-ſtone, by me, 
Was laid ſo firm, ſo well, 

That mov'd the fabric cannot be 
Without a miracle. 


When earth was form'd at my command, 
Which formleſs was and void, 


Know'ſt thou how heav'n, in conſort grand, 


This dawn of time employ'd ? 


When all th” angelic armies bright, 
The hoſts of race divine, 

Whoſe beamy heads, in ſparkling light, 
The morning ſtars out- ſhine; 

Theſe firſt born ſons of God renown'd, 
With joyful ſhoutings ſung 

My works on earth, till heav'ns around 
With acclamations rung. 


$17 
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0 Ve 
Queſt. 2. About the limiting of the Sea. 
Job xxxvii. 8,—11. 
Ver. HO did with rocks, like bolted doors, 
5 Shut up the raging main, 
With ſandy banks, as fett'ring pow'rs, 
The furious billows chain? 


When with the rupture overcome, ' 
The turgid upper earth 
Did rend and ope her teeming womb, 
To give the ocean birth; 


O'er which my clouds I like a veſt, 
Or ſabble garment, drew; 

And ſwaddling bands, of thicken'd miſt, 
I o'er its boſom threw. 


10 I form'd a gulph within the land, 'F 
To be the ocean's bed ; 
The wat'ry troops at my command, 
Soon to their lodging fled. 


They march'd with all obſequious haſte, 
To my appointed ward; 

And found their priſon chambers faſt, 
With rocky bolts were barr'd, 

11 Then ſaid 1 to the raging fea, 

That was diftus'd around, 

Behold the frontiers I decree, 
Thy billows fierce to bound. 

Hither thou may'ſt, within thy caves, 
But may'ſt no farther roll; 

This fence ſhall thy impetuous waves, 
And flowing pride controul. | 


8 O N G © LXXIT. 
Queſt. 3. Concerning the Springs of the Morning. 
Job xxxviil. 12,—1 5. 


. 


12 Y whoſe appointment does the ſun 
His morning beams diſplay? 
Tell; does he by thy orders run, v. 
And ſpread the world with day? 


f 


2x7 ll, JOB's HYMNS. 


ler. By whoſe contrivance, ſo exact, 


Springs up the ſhining light, 
To lengthen out, or to retract, 
The time of day and night ? 


Who bids it late or ear' * ariſe, 
At diſtance far or near, 

Right to divide and ſignalize 
The ſeaſons of the year ? 

13 With wings ſo ſpeedy did thy care. 

Provide the dawning ray, 

That it through deeps immenſe of air, 
So ſwift might make its way ; 


That in a trice might be ſulfill'd 
Its fore-appointed race, 

And that it might with luſter gild 
The earth's remoteſt face. 


14 Preſenting all things fair to ſight, 

That lay with ſhades oppreſs'd, 
New ſtamp'd as with a ſeal, in light 
As with a garment dreſt ; * | 


15 Light which by minds, where virtue dwells, 

Is peaceably enjoy'd; 

But which obnoxious criminals 
With panic fear avoid: 

For, if detected by its beams, 
The guilty wretches know, 

They muſt the death their conſcience deems 
They merit, undergo. 

With lifted arms *gainſt Heav'n they fought, 
But thence the rays on wing 

Purſue the rebels cloſe, till brought 
To puniſhment condign. 

Whence come theſe meſſengers of light, 
To chaſe the wicked crew, 

And chain them faſt with fear and fright, 
Are they diſpatch'd by you? 


* Put for early. 


VoL. X. Uuu 
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PA 
S O N G LX XIII, 
Queſt. 4. Concerning the Springs of the Sea. 
Job xxxviii. 16. 
Der. AY, Haſt thou div'd in lower things, Ver 
16 Deſcended to ſurvey 2 
Hid paſſages and ſecret ſprings, 
That feed the ſpacious ſea ? 
Haſt thou the ocean ſearch'd around, 2 
And headful wander'd o'er 
The many wat'ry walks profound, 
Their wonders to explore ? 
21 


S O N G LXXIV. 
Queſt. 5. About the Gates of Death. Job xxxvili. 17, 


17 ATH death to thee op'd and diſclos'd 
Her gloomy gates and rooms ? 
Or hell its diſmal ſhades expos'd 
And horrid longæve * homes; 


Tell then how ſouls by death at laſt, 
From bodies are unty'd, 

And launch'd into the ocean vaſt, 
Of an abyſs untry'd ? 

22 


8 LXXV. 
Queſt. 6. Concerning the Breadth of the Earth. 


Job xxxvii. 18. 


18 AST thou about the earth, O Job, 
E'er drawn thy compaſs round, 


And of this whole terraqueous globe, 
Th' exact dimenſions found ? 


If not, ſince earth is but a point, 
To the vaſt univerſe, 
How ſhall thy art and ſcience joint 
My counſels deep traverſe ? 


" 


24 


As applicd to hell, it ſiguifies everlaſting. 


KI 
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S O N G LXXVI. 


Queſt. 7. About the Place and Path of Light and 
Darkneſs, Job xxxvill. 19, 20, 21, 24. 


Ver. NOW'ST thou the magazines on high, 
K In which my ſtores J lay, 
2 bright materials, to ſupply 
The burning lamps of day? 


20 My fair etherial mines from whence 
I deal out light fo faſt, 
As to the moſt profuſc expence 
The ſun and ſtars can waſte? 


21 Canſt thou, for age and ſkill, explain 
The place of darkneſs, where 
Black night, and all her ſable train 
7 Of gloomy ſhades, repair. 
24 Couldlt thou at firſt, commanding light, 
Divide, for equal ſway; 
The path, for day, to chaſe the night; 
For night, to chaſe the day. 


S ON G TUN. 
Queſt. 8. Concerning the Treaſures of Snow and Hail. 
Job xxxvili, 22, 23. 
ELL, haſt thou been where hail and ſnow, 
My martial treaſures are, 


Which I reſerve, for times and woe, 
And for the day of war ? 


23 Haſt thou theſe airy realms ſurvey'd, 
Where I this armour lay, 


Gainſt ſinful lands to be diſplay'd, 
On that tremendous day. 


S ON G LXXVII 
Queſt. 9. Concerning the daily Changes of the Morn- 


ing and Evening. Job xxxvill. 24. 


E L L how the parts of light through clouds 
Of ſhades their luſtre ſhare, 
Ev'n as the eaſt-wind ſcatters clouds, 
And clears the ambient air ? 
Uuu 2 
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Ver. Diſcover plain, how doth the light 7 
Its radient wings diſplay, 
Hot to purſue the flying night, 
And ſpread the dawning day ? 


[Each morning makes a mighty change 
By the return of light; 

Each ev'ning too ſeems equal ſtrange, 
By the relapſe of night : 


Yet men, who {till the change expect, 
And ſee't without ſurpriſe, 

Theſe daily miracles neglect, 
Juſt wrought before their eyes.] 


0 V0 1 LXXIX. 


ueſt. 10. Concerning Thunder and Lightnin, 
Clouds and Rain; by what ſacred Counſels they ar 
directed, and by whoſe Order emitted. 


Job xxxvil. 25, 26, 27, 34, 35. 


25 G AIN, canſt thou declare what way 2 
The heav nly Architect 

His cloudy forges up did lay, 
And in the air erect ? 

And how the mighty pond'rous maſs z 
Aloft was thither brought, 

From which, ſoon as his light'nings paſs, 
Red thunderbolts are wrought ? 


Who raiſes vapours from the ground, 
Which, pois'd in liquid air, 
Fall down in ſhow' rs, thro* which around, 
Theſe dreadful light'nings glare? 
How are the heav'nly aqueducts, 20 
And water- pipes contriv'd, 
Whence floods are to the thirſty flocks, 
Fruits to the earth deriv'd? 


26 Who doth the water-courſe divide, 
And for the rain that falls 
By drops, or violent ſhow'rs, provide 
Fit conduits and canals 


CI. 
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ler. Diſcharg'd again to overflow, 


As once the earth and hills; 

Each drop does, by direction, go 
To rivers and to rills. 

Yet by the ſhow'rs that fill the brooks, 
Likewiſe the wilderneſs, 

Refreſh'd does in its chearful looks 
Alacrity expreſs. 


In places where no man reſides, 
Nor does the product ſhare, 

The Father of the rain provides 
For's other creatures there. 

27 Like healing balm diſtilling rains 

Yield juice to plants and trees, 

With drink reſtore the parched plains, 
And thirſty mouths appeaſe. 


Then riſing ſap that round does glide, 
Thurſts out the tender bud, 

And crowns, with flow'ry verdant pride, 
The deſart's ſhady wood. 


34 Say, to thy voice or orders will 
The circling clouds attend ? 
And when thou bids them rain diſtill, 
Will then the rain deſcend ? 


15 Will ready light'nings fudden fly, 
Or through the ether ſhine, 
And thunder-claps ring round the ſky, 
At thy command or mine ? 
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Queſt. 11. Concerning the Dew, the Ice, and hoary 


Fri. Job xxxvill. 28, 29, 30. 


28 | F thou canſt ſecret things explain, 
And hidden cauſes ſhew, ; 
Where dwells the Father of the rain ? 
And who begat the dew? 
How are the hov'ring miſts, ſo ſoſt, 
Arreſted in their flight ; 
Then harden'd in the air aloft, 
And whiten'd in the night ? 
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Ver. Canſt thou the nature of the ice, e 


29 


30 


31 


With great exactneſs ſhow ; 
Which, with its fett'riag artifice, 

Forbids the floods to flow ; 
Compels the fluid element, 

So {till and calm, to ſtand; 


Binds rivers with its hard cement, 


And makes the water land ? 


The billows of the ſea congeal'd, 
Can roll no farther on; 
The ocean's wat*ry face conceal'd 
As with a marble ſtone. | 
Fierce is the froſt ; what womb did then 
So fell a tamer breed, 
That's equal hardy on the main, 
As hoary on the mead * 


Sg Uo LXXXI. . 


Queſt. 12. About directing of the Stars and thei 
Influences. Job xxxviil. 31, 32, 33. 


W E AK man, canſt thou in ſpring reſtrain, 
And bind the influence, 

Which with the kindly fertile rain, 
The Pleiades diſpenſe? 

Canſt thou in winter looſe the chains, 
Or break the froſty bands, 

With which Orion roughly ſtrains, 
And binds the paſſive lands ? 

Canſt thou with conſtellations clothe 
And deck the azure fkies, 

And, in his turn, make Mazzaroth, 
With ſouthern ſtars ariſe? 

Or, canſt thou guide Arcturus' pace, 
Around the northern pole; 

And bid his bright attending race, 
His ſons in order roll? 


33 Know'ſt thou the fix'd celeſtial laws 


Of ſtarry pow'rs above? 
Canſt thou on earth their influence cauſe 


Deſcend, or thence remove? 


. 
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ler. Doſt thou to ruling ſtars diſpenſe 


What virtue they diffuſe, 
Such ſeaſons here to influence, 
As thou, forſooth, ſhalt chuſe ? 


S O N G LXXXII. 


ueſt. 13. Concerning the Formation and Renovation 
of the Soul, or intellectual Spirit, in Man. 


Job xxxviii. 36. 


TH O knowledge did to man impart, 
N That ray of light divine ? 
Who did with wiſdom fill his heart ? 

Was this thy work, or mine ? 


To man a noble foul is giv'n, 
With ſhining pow'r ſupply'd ; 

More bright than all the ſtars of heav'n, 
To angels fair ally'd. 


The ſun above the light doth bring, 
Though ſeen in air below ; 

From light divine the ſoul doth ſpring, 
Her pow'rs in fleſh to ſhow. 


The God of nature did impart 
This intellectual mind; 

The God of grace renews the heart, 
With light and ſight refin'd. 


S O N G LXXXIII. 


Digreſſion concerning the SOUL's SPIRITUALITY 
and its NATURE ; quite diſtinct from the Body 
and its ſenſes. A Number of Proofs and Demon- 
ſtrations hereof &. 


AN's ſoul, while in the fleſh he lives, 
Mie pow'r doth exerciſe 
Within the body, yet ſurvives 

Although the body dies. 


She's by herſelf an active thing, 
That hath a working might; ä 
Which not from ſenſe's pow'r doth ſpring, 
Nor yet from humour's ſpright. 


* See Sir JouN Day1es's Poem on this Subject, 
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Were ſhe the bodies quality, 
She might be ſick and blind; 

But in decaying fleſh we ſee 
A perfect healthy mind. 

When in th' effects the cauſe ſhe ſees, 
From fruits the roots doth know ; 


| Her views not from her body's eyes, 


But from her own do flow. 


When ſwiiter than the light'nings fly, 
Her thoughts from eaſt to welt, 
And round the centre, *bove the ſky, 

Move, though the body reſt : 


When firſt her works ſhe forms within, 
And ſees her perfect end, 

Ere ſhe to act at all begin; 
No aid can ſenſes lend. 


When without hands the builds up tow'rs, 
And without feet doth run; 

Sees without eyes, by her own pow'rs 
Theſe miracles are done. 

When ſhe on vice and virtue thinks, 
Conſiders general things; 

And from known truths, in divers links, 
A right concluſion brings: 


Theſe actions by herſelf alone 
Retir'd ſhe does fulfil; 

Of all her body's organs none 
Can aid her wit or will. 


Yet ſhe in fleſh impriſon'd lies, 

Muſt through its windows look, 
Her pow'rs of ſenſe to exerciſe, 

And read the world's great book. 


Though ſcarce the ſoul can judge of ought, 
But what the ſenſe home brings; 

Yet judging pow'rs, and what's thus brought, 
Are vaſtly diff'rent things. 

Our eyes can nought but colours ſee, 
Yet colours give not fight : 

The ſoul, when ſeen her objects be, 
Views them by her own light. 
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Work men, on ſtuff their {kill to ſhow, 
The ſtuff ne'er gave them ſkill ; 

No more, from objects ſeen, can flow 
Soul pow'rs to act or will. 


Yea, oft to check the ſenſe ſhe's ſure, 
Nor when it errs agrees ; 

But croſſes it; for, with a pow'r, 
Above the ſenſe ſhe ſees. 


No ſenſe the holy Joys conceives 
Which in her cloſets be ; 

The raviſh'd foul her ſenſes leaves, 
And hath her motions free. 

Her diſtinct nature ſhines in thfs, 
That her choice works alone 

She works : this nature's touch-ſtone is, 
Things by their works are known. 


But why the foul and ſenſe divide, 
When ſenſe is but a pow'r, 

The ſoul extends on ev'ry fide, 
Her objects to explore? 


Mere ſenſe cannot one thought command ; 
For eyes and ears perceive 

No more than glaſſes underſtand, 
What faces they receive. 


Souls guide the fight; for, chance but we 
To fix our thoughts elſewhere ; 

Our eyes, though open, cannot ſee, 
But, like a ſtatue, ſtare. 


And, if one pow'r, which ſenſes bound, 
Did not both hear and ſee ; 

Then, moſt confus'd, our fight and ſound 
Would always double be. 


The ſoul then ſenſc's pow'r contains, 
Within a greater pow'r, 
t, Which ſtill employs the ſenſe's pains, 


But rules in her own bow'r. 


Heav'n in man's foul theſe pow'rs did grave, 
Ev'n her's alone to be; 
On earth no other creatures have 
Theſe heav'nly pow'rs but we. ] 
W XXX 


a « . — — a — - — _— 
_ , — . ̃—˖§—r＋᷑r?̃ ] mm ⁰˙w• ůùö ² — — — — — — —— 


528 SCRIPTURE SONGS. Boox ll 


G N 0 LXXXIV. er. 


Queſt. 14. About ſtaying the clouds, or Nopping thy 4 
Rain. Job xxxvill. 37, 38. 


Ver. 7 HO can the clouds vaſt number tell, 
37 That ſpread from pole to pole? 
Who can their falling rain repel, Q 
When pouring out their bowl? 
38 When rain enough hath drench'd the clay, 5 


And clos'd the cleaving clods, 
Whoſe hand can heav'n's full bottle ſtay ? 
Tell; is it thine, or God's? 


S. Ni 0 LAaXXV. 
Queſt. 15. Concerning Provifien for the Lions and 


Ravens. Job xxxviii. 39, 40, 41. 


7I LD beaſts in foreſts, and in fens, 

M W Whoſe proper care are they? 
40 The lions old that lurk in dens, 

The young that wait their prey? 
41 Who feeds the ravens and their brood, 

When, unto God they cry, 

And wander far for lack of food ? 
Say; is it you, or 1? 


S ON G IXXXVI. 
Queſt. 16. About the wild Goats and the Hinds. 


Job xxxix. 1,—4. 


1 Now'sT thou the time wild goats bring forte 
1 he increaſe of their flock ? 


The time when they commit their birth 
Unto the flinty rock? 


2 Canlt thou declare the months how long 
The pregnant hinds complete? 
And when to calve, or caſt their young, 
They to the brakes retreat ? | 
3 In pangs they bow themſelves, the wood 
Affords them no relief; 
Yet there, at once, they both exclude 12 
Their offspring and their grief. 
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ler. Their calves go ſeek their meat, and find, 
4 In ranging hill and wood, 
the Their fatning corn; nor to the hind 
Return for want of food. 


8 ' ON GO LAIXAVE 
Queſt. 17. Concerning the wild Agi. Job xxxix. 5,—8. 


5 WIH O did to the wild aſs's heart, 


That knows no bit or rein, 
A ſenſe of liberty impart, 
All drivers to diſdain ? 


6 The tame aſs is to labour bound, 
But (till the wild is free; 
and His houſe I made the deſart round, 
His home the barren lee. 


He ſcorns the city's multitude, 
Refuſes to be driven; 

$ The range of mountains for his food, 
And piles of graſs are given. 


With freedom bleſs'd he roves apace, 
And ne'er the deſart quits, 

But mocks the tame and itupid aſs, 
That his baſe neck ſubmits. 


S - ON G 11 


Queſt 18. Concerning what is called the Unicorn. 
Job xxx1x. 9,—12. 


wy W [LL th” unicorn, or ſavage bull, 
The beaſt of pow'r and pride, 
Tame to thy ſervice, bow his will, 
Or by the crib abide? 


10 Will he thy yoke or labour bear, 
And meekly ſtand in awe? 
Or with the plow thy furrows tear, 
On vales thy harrows draw? 


[1 Becauſe in ſtrength this rural king 
Is mighty, wilt thou yield, 

12 That he be truſted home to bring 
Thy harveſt from the field? 


XXX 2 
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Ver. To rule ſo rude an animal 
Incapable art thou; 
Preſum'ſt thou then to rule the ball, 
Or teach me ſo to do? 


Fg. + os. © LXXXIX. 
Queſt. 19. Concerning the Peacock and the Ofirid 


Job xxxix. 13,—18. 


13 Y whoſe {kill was the peacock vain, 
With curious colours dy'd ? 
Whence hath his ſweeping tail and train 
Its fmely painted pride ? 
Such beateous plumes, and wings { wide, 
Tell, whence the oflrich wears; 
So big, ſhe other birds beſide, 
A teather'd bealt appears: 
14 Her eggs expos'd ſhe in the duſt, 
Where laid, leaves to be warm'd ; 
15 Thoughtleſs how ſoon they may be cruſh'd; 
Or by wild roamers harm'd. 
| 16 Her labour vain and fearleſs is, 
She's harden'd'gainſt her brood ; 
17 For God docs from the common bliſs 
Of wiſdom her exclude. 
18 Yet if in danger the but lift 
Herneck and wings on high, 
She both the horſe and rider ſwift, 
Does ſcorntully defy. 


| $ ON G Tc. 

| Queſt, 20. Concerning the Horſe for Battle. 

Job xxxix. 19,—25. 

| 19 Nis T thou, O Job, for war or ſtate, 

Give to the gen'rous horſe 

| His confidence, his boldneſs great, 

| His ſpirit, and his force ? 

20 Halt thou with terror cloth'd his mane ? 
Canſt thou his courage ſhake ? 


Or cauſe him, like the little wren, 
Orſilly inſect, quake? 
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Fer. With formidable native fire 
His ſnorting noſtrils glow ; 
And ſmoke and flame in furious ire, 
Amidſt the battle blow. 


21 Proud of his ſtrength he paws the ground, 
| And pranſes on the land, 
tric, Tears up the turf, and ſpurns around, 
The paſſive yielding ſand. 


When he the noiſy martial ſounds, 
And wariike trumpet hears; 

He then rejoicing leaps and bounds, 
And pricks his liſt'ning ears. 

22 When he perceives, even from afar, 

Th' advancing foes alarms, 

He forward ſprings to face the war, 
And meet the glit'ring arms. 


23 Dauntleſs he runs on ſword and ſpear, 
The warrior's files invades; 
| And makes þis paflage without fear, 
'Thro' num'rous thick brigades, 


The weapons which the horſeman weilds, 
He mocks with haughty breaſt ; 
Of rattling quivers, blazing ſhields, 
He makes a perfect jeſt, 
24 In rage he beats and bites the ground, 
He dances o'er the plain ; 
Nor ſtartles at the alarum's ſound, 
Put pulls the curbing rein : 
25 Derides the trumpet, ſcorns the ſhock, 
And mad the bridle champs ; 
Smelling afar the ſulph*rous ſmoke, 
And thunder of the camps. 


8 "NES 
Queſt. 21. About the Hawk and the Eagle. 
Job xxxix. 26,—30, 
26 ESIDE the beaſts that tread the ground, 
he birds that cleave the air; 


Seeſt thou how they the {kill profound 
And pow'r of God declare? 
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Ver. Is't by thy wit the hawk does fly, 
And ſouthward ltretch her wings? 
Or when cold winter drawing nigh 

She wiſcly ſun-ward ſwings ? 


27 Doſt thou command the eagle's flight, 
And bid her mount the ſky, 
Aloft to travel in her might, 
And make her neſt on high? 


Doſt thou the royal bird direct 
Where thus to build her neſt, 
That no invading pow'r, or ſect, 
May dare her peace moleſt ? 


28 That with the ſtrongeſt forts to vye, 
She might her dwelling keep, 
In craggy clifts, immenſely high, 
Inſuperably ſteep. 


29 Thence down her haughty eyes ſhe bends, 
Low valleys to ſurvey ; 
And, like a thunderbolt, deſcends 


To truſs her heedleſs prey. 


30 Then ſoon her crocked pounces bare 
The carcaſs takes and tears; 
And to her young, ſwift through the air, 
The bloody banquet bears. 


Theſe creatures act by that inſtinct 
For which thou can't account: 
How muſt their Maker, doſt thou think, 


Thy ſilly views ſurmount? 


3 XCII. 


ueſt. 22. About Contending with GoD: or, 4 
. bumble Challenge given to ſuch as mY Gov' 
Proceedings. Job xl. 1, 2. 


HALL God be taught? by whom? by one 
That quarrels his decrees ? 
His meaſures juſt be overthrown, 


A plantiff proud to plcaſc? 
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Ver. Gainſt God ſhall a contender blind, 


Preſumptuouſly eflay, 

To teach him how to change his mind, 
And how to mend his way? 

T' upbraid th' Almighty, what is this 
But juſtice to diſtruſt ? 

For he who God almighty is 
Can never be unjuſt, 


Since from his creatures never he 
Had ought to hope or fear, 

Can ſuch a being tempted be 
Amiſs the helm to ſteer. 


2 Shall God to man's inſtruction bow? 

Shall man preſume to learn, 

And teach the great Creator how 
His creatures to govern ? 

Who, of the whole created tribe, 
My ways can reCtify ? 

Shall filly mortal man preſcribe, 
And dictate unto me? 

He therefore muſt be catechiz'd, 
That would his Maker teach ; 

And, not with his proceedings pleas'd, 
Of folly him impeach. 

Let then th' accuſer, that would ſcan, 
And blame my ways profound, 

Solve at his peril, if he can, 
The queſtions 1 propound. 


0 XCIII. 


Jon's humble ſubmiſſion: or, The murmuring Mouth 


tapped, and unjuſt Complaints filenced. 
Job xl. 3, 4, 5. 


EHOLD, O Lord, moſt vile am I, 
For now thy heav'nly light 

DeteQs the great ſtupidity 

That did my mind benight, 
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Ver. I ſinn'd in that I ſought ſo bold 


The argument to ſtate ; 
And judyed that with thee I could 
Thy providence debate, 


Sham'd and confounded ] reſign, 
For now I can't withtland 

Thy words and arguments divine, 
Nor anſwer one demand. 


Once have I ſpoken, Lord; yea, twice; 
And though my words were few, 

Yet great their number, groſs their vice, 
Did high preſumption ſhew. 

Upon my mouth, which argu'd vain, 
Henceforth my hand be laid ; 

I ſpake what I won't ſpeak again, 
Nor ſtand to what I ſaid. 

Proſt rate before thy feet I lay; 
Through grace, I'll now adore 

Thy greatneſs, pow'r, and majeſty ; 
But VII contend no more. 


S0 N XCIV. 


Queſt. 23. Moe Challenges given to Jos for his fur- 
ther Humiliation. The vanity of vying with God 
for Fuſtice, or of charging him with unrighteouſneſs. 


Job xl. 6, 7, 8. 


6 » I'S good for thee, O man, that thou 
Down to the knees be thruſt ; 
Yet better is the lower bow, 
Down to the very duſt, 


7 That therefore thy aſſuming mind, 
Be levell'd to the ground, 
Some farther queſtions are deſign'd, 


Thy boaſted {kill to ſound. _ 

Oft didſt thou with to plead with me, 
Prepare then for the taſk, 

If courage yet remain with thee 
To anſwer what I aſk, 


PA 
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er. Thou didſt with confidence too bold 
Thy ſpotleſs virtue boaſt ; 

And yet my care and kindneſs hold 
As quite extinct and loſt. 


But ſince my care does ev'n reſpect 
My loweſt creatures clan, 

How canſt thou judge that I neglect 
My nobler creature, Man! 

8 Wilt thou my judgment thus defame, 

That thou mayſt righteous be? 

Canit thou thy innocence proclaim, 
Without reproaching me: 

Mult my proceedings be controul'd, 
Thy character to clear? 

My deep decrees be diſannul'd, 
Thy name and fame to rear? 

Vain man, wilt thou ſo ſlanderous 
Thy righteous God indite ? 

Doſt thou thy kind Redeemer thus 
Ungratefully requite ? 


Ss 0 F-.0ICT: 
Queſt. 24. The Vanity of vying with God for Poru- 


* er, Majeſty, and Dominion over proud and wick- 
\D ed Enemies. Job xl. 9,—14. 
. 19 AST thou an arm like God, that can 


Againſt him take the field, 
And win by force? Art thou, O man, 
With pow'r almighty ſteel'd? 
Canſt thou both heav'n and earth ſedate, 
Fright with a dreadful noiſe; 
Or moſt exaQly imitate 
Jehovalt's thund'ring voice? 


to If thou, poor mean dependant wight, 
Preſum'ſt with God to vye, 
Then now adorn thyſelf with light, 
With pomp and majeſty ; 
With ſtate and dread that can and will 
The hoſt of hell annoy; 
With beauties too, that heav'n can fill 


With wonder and with joy. 
Toto he. + Yyy 
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Ver. Caſt forth the fury of thy wrath, , 

\ 11 See and abaſe the proud; l 

12 And look them down to hell beneath, 
Whoſe wealth their vices ſhroud. 


13 Hide thou and bind them in the duſt, 

And crown them in their caves; + 

For here's the work of God, the juſt, 
Who digs the wickeds graves. 


14 Do theſe great things; then thou, I'll grant, 
Mayſt thine own ſaviour be: 
But, weak, unequal combatant, 
Submit thou mult to me. 


3 I. 
An inſtance of divine Power in Behemoth; that i, 
as ſome think, the Elephant. Job xl. 15,—24. 


15 E HOLD again, to ſtop the mouth, 
And bring thee further down, 
Thy fellow- creature, Behemoth, 
A beaſt ſo ſtrong, ſo grown. 


Were fleſh his meat, what would ſuffice 
His vait capacious womb, 

Which could whole flacks, at once or twice, 
And num'rous herds entomb ? 


Therefore it was the Maker's care, 
Such ruin to prevent, 

To make the ox's food his fare, 
The prafs his aliment. 


16 The ſtrength I did on him beſtow, 
Within his loins remains; 
The navel of his belly too, 
His mighty force contains. 


17 Like to a cedar tall and high, 

With tempeſts toſt about, 

From ſide to ſide, in gallantry, 
He moves his pliant ſnout. 

Wrapt are the ſinews of his thighs, 

Like complicated cords, 

Which cloſe involv'd with many tics, 

United force affords. 


KI. 
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fer. His bones are firm like bolts of braſs, 
18 Which guard the pond'rous frame; 
Their ſtrength the bars of iron ſurpaſs, 
Well temper'd in the flame; 


19 O' th” brutal kind this bulky beaſt 
Is the chief work of mine; 
Craft, uſe, in him, beyond the reſt, 
Structure and ſtrength combine. 


On him his Maker did beſtow, 
Inſtead of fighting arms, 

An active trunk to wound his foe, 
And guard himſelf from harms. 


But God can kill the elephant, 
Soon as a gnat or fly; 

So will his ſword the combatant, 
That dare his pow'r defy. 


20 This beaſt prodigious, for his food, 
Frequents the verdant plains, 
The graſſy mountains, deſarts broad, 
Where he a monarch reigns. 


And there to him the foreſt's beaſts 
Do all in troops reſort; 

They know him harmleſs to his gueſts, 
And by him fearleſs ſport. 


21 Thence he retreats to groves for caſe, 
Lies in the ſhady wood, 

22 By reeds and fens, and willow-trees, 
That deck the purling flood. 


23 Fearleſs his mouth, he when a: thirſt, 
To Jordan does apply ; ; 
Nor doubts but with a glut, at firſt, 
He'll drink the river dry. | 
He draws it up with greedy eyes, 
And who can in his ſight, 
With him attempt, or enterprize, 


A fair and open fight? 


24 Who can, by force, the beaſt command? 


And who e'er undertook, 
Into his noſe, with ſtrength of hand, 

To fix the ſervile hook ? 
177 2 
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Ver. Through ſnares and gins his piercing noſe 
And ſnout is his defence ; 
By art ſurprize him may his foes, 
But not by violence. 


Thou dar'ſt not that ſtrong beaſt offend, 
Leſt ſoon he thee devour ; 

Why wilt thou then with God contend, 
From whom he gets his pow'r ? 


s O N G XCVIL 


Of the Leviathan in general ; that is, the Whale, 
or Crocodile: Man, being unable to ſubdue and 
tame him, muſt own himſelf to be utterly unable i 
ſtand before the great Gop. Job xli. 1,—10, 


1 FOB, if thou canſt debate with me, 
As thou didſt boldly wiſh, 
I'll but produce, for humbling thee, 
A formidable fiſh, 


Canſt thou the great Leviathan 
Draw out with hook or line? 
Or in the deep the whale trepan 

With common baits of thine ? 


2 Canſt thou run through his gills a thorn, 
A jav*lin through his jaw ? 
Or with a cord, he laughs to ſcorn, 
Aſhore the monſter draw? 


3 Will he, like man in great diſtreſs, 
With tender words intreat 

Thy pity, and with meek addreſs, 
His moan to thee repeat ? 


4 Will he a contract with thee make, 
To be thy ſlave for ay? 
5 Tam'd as a bird, wilt thou him take 
To be thy children's play ? 
Will he be bound, and fo ſubmiſs, 
As thy domeſtic fort ? 
He that to man a terror is 
Be to thy maids a ſport ? 
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Ver. Shall neighbours make a hearty meal 
6 Of him when catch'd by art? 
And ſoon his bones and oil for ſale 
Among the merchants part ? 


J Ist eaſy work his ſcaly ſkin, 
With barbed irons to prick ; 

His head with ſpears to aſſaſſine, 
And touch him to the quick ? 


$ Suppoſe thy hardy valour ſhould 
The furious beaſt aſſail, 
Think'ſt thou that A and daggers would 
Soon o'er his ſtrength prevail? 


Suppoſe thou ſhouldeſt with thy life 
Eſcape his dreadful] rage, 


Thou wouldſt remind the Tearfdktrife, 
And dread anew t* engage. 


9 The hope of conqueſt here is vain &; 
For, with amazing fright, 
The ſtouteſt hero would, as flain, 
Faint at the monſter's ſight, 


10 In ſleep no giant iron-clad 
Dare his diſturber be; 
What mortal, then, with fury mad, 
Dare face and fight with me? 


8 0ͤ XCVIII. 


The Power of Gop ſet forth in a more particular 
Deere of the eee Job xli. 11,—34, 


$ 1. God's ſovereign Dominion over his Creatures. 


AY, in what creature's debt am I, 
That as injur'd can whine ? 
For what's beneath and 'bove the ſky 
Is all and wholly mine. 


Ev'n brutal hoſts ſpread my report, 
From ſmalleſt mites and ſnails, 
To monſters of the biggeſt ſort, 

The crocodiles and whales. 


* Viz, When the engagement is ſingle, or by ary man alone, 
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Ver. My ſole dominion, ſov'reign pow'r, J 
I'll further yet diſplay, 
In my huge creature, nam'd before, 
With a more cloſe ſurvey. 


§ 2. Of the Leviathan's Parts and Power. 


12 His parts, his pow'r, I'll not conceal, 
Nor his proportion fair ; 
For theſe, by ſigns, my name reveal, 
My {kill and pow'r declare. 


A monſter comely ! yea, let none 
At me obliquely ſtrike, 

To call ought ugly I have done, 
Till they can do the like, 


§ 3. Of his Garment and Jaws. 


13 Who can diſcover, or diſcloſe, 
His ſkinny garment's face? 
Who dare approach his mouth or noſe, 
With bridle him to brace ? 
14 He that his mouth dares ope would ſee 
In's jaws the throne of death ; 
Long ſpears, like murd'ring teeth, which he 
In dreadful order hath. 


& 4. Of his Scales. 


15 With ſcales, like ſhields, compact he's ſtor'd, 
Theſe are his ſtrength and pride; 
His coat of mail that does the ſword 
And glitt'ring dart deride. 
16 They are ſo faſt and firmly bound, 
So cloſe together join'd, 
17 That air itſelf, which float around, 
Can no admiſſion find. 


£6. his Sneezing, Eyes, Mouth, and Nyftrils. 


18 His ſneezing terror breeds on fight; 
19 For, from his noſtrils flies 
A flaſh, like that of light'ning bright, 
When darted through the i{kies, 
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Ver. His ſhining eyes, with ſplendid blaze, 
The neighb'ring meads adorn 
Bright as the dawning lucid rays, 
The beauties of the morn ; 


20 While alſo fiery reeking breath 

Breaks from his hollow throat, 

As from a burning forge beneath, 
Or caldron boiling hot. 


$ 6. Of his Breath and Neck. 
21 His lips do, God-like, wrath proclaim, 
To ſuch as move his ire; 
For from his mouth leap ſmoke and flame, 
With ſtreaming ſparks of fire. 


22 When's neck his ſeat of ſtrength he rears, 

Then ſorrow and annoy, 

That march before with woes and fears, 
Make up his pompous joy. 

Triumphant terrors, paſſing bound, 
His hideous pomp compoſe ; 

And dread that ſeizes all around 
Where-e'er he comes or goes. 


§ 7. Of his Flakes and Heart. 
23 His flakes of fleſh ſo faſt involv'd, 


So firm in ev'ry part; 
Their joining ſcarce can be diſſolv'd, 
By violence or art. 


24 His heart is like a marble hard; 
Relentleſs is his breaſt ; 
Which ne'er did tender moans regard, 
Nor pity e'er expreſs'd. 
§ 8. Of his Riſings and Breakings. 
25 When like a mount, amidft the waves, 
He lifts his monſtrous head, 


The boldeſt boaſters will, as flaves, 
His awful preſence dread. 


The ſtouteſt ſea- men tremble now, 
Each like a quaking leaf, 

Leſt he o' erturn their ſhips, or do 
Some terrible miſchief. 


542 SCRIPTURE SONGS. Boox l. 


Ver. His water-breakings threat'ning death, 
Themſelves they purify, 
And deprecate impending wrath, 
As doom'd anon to die. 


$ 9. Of his undaunted Courage. 


26 Should they attempt with ſword in hand, 
The monſter to attack ; 
Bright ſteel in bits, like crumbling ſand, 
Would break upon his back. 


Vain's the defenſive coat of mail, 
Th' offenſive javelin ; 
For hardly ſpears nor darts avail 
To pierce his ſcaly ſkin, 
27 The iron's but, in his eſteem, 
A bulruſh by the flood; 
And brafly weapons to him ſeem 
But ſhafts of rotten wood. 
28 Fierce arrows cannot make him flee ; 
29 Sling ſtones and darts appear 
zo But ſtraw to him; he laughs to ſee 
The ſhaking of the ſpear. 


§ 10. Of bis terrible Motion in the Waters. 


31 When in the deep he rouls aſide, 
From place to place remote, 
He agitates the waves and tide 
Like to a boiling pot. 


His motion ſo ferments the ſtreams, 
The foaming waters face, 

A pot of boiling ointment ſeems 
And ſhows a ſtern grimace. 


32 His frothy track, when e'er he ſwims, 
And rides his wat*ry ſtage, 
So bright appears, the ocean ſcems, 
As hoary grown with age. 


Such foam and froth his path purſue, 
They ſeem to fence his rear, 

And turn the waters azure hue, 
To white with ſudden fear. 
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F 11 Of his Size, Strength, and Dominion. 


Ver. In bulk and ſtrength *mong animals 
33 His equal is not found; 

Though he, of ſtature low, but id 
And creeps along the ground. 

Yet he the proudeſt warrior beaſt 
Inſultingly diſdains ; 

And, fearleſs made, o'er all the reſt 
He like a monarch reigns. 


The ſtrongeſt creatures on the earth 
Do tremble at his ſight; 

He them in pieces tears with mirth, 
And with his ſportive might. 


34 With ſcorn he ſees each lofty thing, 
The ſtouteſt to deride; 
Vea, bears his Maker's ſtamp, as King 
O'er all the ſon's of pride. 


8G i &-- 208 


Jos's humble Confeſſion and Petition: A penitential 
prayer. Job xlii. 1,—4. 


ORD, to thy awful words intent, 
I ſee they brightly ſhine, 
With marks of pow'r omnipotent, 
And majeſty divine. 
Convinc'd by thy enlight'ning ſpeech, 
J raſhly have, I own, 
By climbing heights above my reach, 
Audacious folly ſhown ; 
Vent'ring, by reaſon reaſonleſs, 
That ſhort unequal line, 
To ſound the huge immenſe abyls, 
Ot providence divine. 
2 That thou, Lord, canſt do every thing 
I now more clearly ſee ; 
None can from thee hide their deſign, 
Nor hinder thy decree. 
Vor. X. Lzz 
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Ver. In things too wonderful for me, 
And utterly unknown, 

I ſpake but unadviſedly, 
And fooliſhly, I own. 


I'm that preſumptuous mortal bold, 
That darken'd counſel ſo, 

By words unwiſe, as I was told, 
My pride to overthrow. 


Thy deep deſigns in trying me 
My blind eyes could not ſpy; 

Whence I preſum'd to quarrel thee, 
So great a fool was J. 


4 O let thine anger be appeas'd ! 
Hear my repentant ſpeech ; 
Through him in whom thou art well-pleas'd, 
Thy favour I beſeech. 


Of knowledge I will boaſt no more, 
Nor haughtily behave, 

But filently thy name adore 
'Thy information crave. 


Lord, ſcatter clouds that mar my fight, 
Thy truth divine diſplay ; 

Diſpel remaining ſhades of night, 
And ſpread my mind with day. 


$0: NS C. 


Jon's deep Humiliation, which made woay to his re- 
markable Exaltation : Or, the happy Iſjue of Afiic- 
tion ſanctiſied, accompanied with divine Inſtruction. 


Job xlii. 5, 6. 


- 


5 Lo RD, I with the outward ear 
Have heard of thee before ; 
I knowledge had that wanted fear, 
Nor led me to adore : 


But now mine eyes more clearly ſee, 
In fair Immanuel's face, 

Thy wiſdom, pow'r, and majeſty, 
Thy glorious truth and grace. 


PAR 
fer. 
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fer. My preſent views of thee fo far 
Exceed the former fort, 
As demonſtration ocular, 
Exceeds a bare report. 


Hence, conſcious-ſtings, like arrows ſmart, 
Deep in my boſom {tick ; 

And ſelt-diſpleaſure ſtrikes my heart, 
And wounds me to the quick. 


6 For now myſelf I lothe and hate; 
With ſhame my face I vail; . 
And all my errors paſt, of late, 

In duſt and aſhes wal. 


grew impatient of the rod, 
Nor can I anſwer why 

I clear'd myſelf, and cenſur'd God, 
O what a beaſt was I! 


Unwiſe I curs'd the very day 
In which thou gav'ſt me birth; 

And challeng'd raſh thy ſov'reign ſway, 
And government on earth, 

Lo! then, my brutiſh ignorance, 
[ through thy grace repent ; 

My paſſion, pride, and arrogance, 
With tears I now reſent. 

How baſe and blinded have I been, 
That ſet myſelf fo high! 

But having now thy glory ſeen, 
I low before thee ly. 


At mercy's feet I'll hopeful ſay : 
For never was the caſe, 

That one was loſt, who proſtrate lay 
Before the throne of grace. 


2 2 z 2 


(546) 
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. III. 
A new Jer ſion of the Song of SOLOMON, 


Pe 


Aer I bad written a Paraphraſe on the Song of Solomon, whic} 
has heen publiſhed fourteen years ago |, I had no deſign of printing 
any thing elſe upon this book ; but when the motion was made if 
turning all the Scripture Songs into common metre, for th: 
fame uſe with the Plalms of David, [ was alſo urged to make a 
ſhort Verſion likewiſe of 1his Song, as near as poſſible to the text “. 
This taſh I undertont, not without ſome reluctance, knowing hiy 
much the ſpiritual matier of this Book is repreſented by ſuch 
homely metaphors as eunuld be very hard to expreſs barely, in ſuch 
a manner as ta be fenced againſt the abuſe of carnal minds : a 
this account, thiugh I have now ſtudied as little of a paraphra{:, 
er explication, as I could; yet, in ſeveral places, where I thouglt 
the meaning might be miſt ready to be miſinterpreted, ar not ſo oh. 
wious, I have farmed the Verſion with ſuch hurt interwoven gliſer 
upgn ſame of the texts, as may tend ts enlighten the metaphor a 
litile, and make the main intent theresf oppear, in a way that [ 
af prehended t be leaſt liable to abuſe. 

I have ſ-en ſome Verſions of this Book in common metre, that ccull 
very little contribute t9 my aſſiſfance in this, unleſs it was ts mat: 
me fee what might be avoided or amended, according to my view. 
Only Vr. Mason's Verſion was more acceptable to me, than any 
other I have ſeen, and therefore I have, in ſeveral verſes here and 
there, taken what help it, tygether with his and my «wn paraphraſe, 
could afford me, in a ſuitablenzſs to my taſte, or the form int! 
which I chaſe to put it. & that aſter conſulting the labours, in 
ring this Book of the Song, you have here the plaineft verſion 
[ could conceive within ſa narrow and contradted bounds, 

As do what may be further neceſſary, in a preſatory way, I refer 
the reader io the Preface which is prefixed to the Paraphraſe on 
this Book | : the main difference between the preſent and the for- 


The firſt edition of the paraphraſe was publiſhed, Anno r 538. 

* The hon of SOLOMON, being an incire book of Scripture, this Shirt 
Verſion of it was at firſt publiſhed by itſelf, (as formerly obſerved, p. 420.) 4s 
was alto that upon the book of LAMENTAT10NS, before the reſt ot the Scrip- 
ture Songs, which were afterwards publiſhed together. Along with the firſt e 
dition of this Verſion, the Author allowed his Paraphraſe on this book of the 
Song to be re-printed, that whoſoever inclined for a more full explication 
thereof, than this Short Verſn could give, miyht, if they plcaſed, turn over 
to the Par: hbrafe. See it printed above, p. 315,—418. 

+ See this Pretace printed above, p. 308,—3 14. 


Ver 
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mer Editions“, is in the fourth and ſeventh chapters, which were 
before in long metre, but now are turned to the ſame common 
metre with the reſt, becauſe I have been told, that this latter kind 
was more acceptable to ſame than the other, 

That the church and people of God may be edified by theſe works, is 
the earneſt prayer of their ſervant, and yours in Chriſt, 


Ry RALPH ERSKINE. 
1752. 
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1 SG HAN 

7 The Church's Love unto CHRIST, and his Eſteem for 
the her: with thei [C lat: 

- her; with their mutual Congratulations of each other. 
5 [The TitLie.] 

* ler. HIS Song of Solomon the wiſe 

4 i As penman fam'd belongs ; 

1 And, juſtly for its ſacred riſe, 

? Is nam'd, the Song of Songs. 

x ' [The Churcn's Verdi.] 


2 With kiſſes of thy mouth divine, 
O let me favour'd be; 
For better than the richeſt wine 
Thy love appears to me. 


3 Thy name like ointment ſweet pour'd out 
Doth all perfumes excell ; 
Hence virgin-ſouls, the ſacred rout 
Of ſaints, do love thee well. 


4 O draw me with thy loving cord ; 
We will run after thee :. 
Lo! to his chambers deck'd, my Lord, 
The King hath handed me. 


In thee we'll joy ; this love of thine 
We'll mind, with more delight 
Than all the bleſſings of the vine: 

Thou'rt lov'd by the upright. 
5 O Salem's race, I'm black o'ergrown, 
As tents of Kedar were ; 
But comely too by grace I own, 
As Sol'mon's curtains fair. 


* Viz, of the large paraphraſe, 
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Ver. View not my ſcorch'd and ſun-burnt face; er. 
6 No beauty there you'll ſee : 13 
My mother churches angry race 
Have roughly dealt with me. 


Their hate and envy made me trudge, 14 
Their vineyards to inſpect ; 

And while at theirs I was a drudge, 
Mine own I did neglect. 


7 But thou, my ſoul's beloved One, | 
O tell me I requeſt! 15 
Where feedeſt thou, and where at noon 
Mak'ſt thou thy flock to reſt: 
For why ſhould I with ſorrow ſtain'd, 
As one led off the way, 
Mong flocks of thy companions feign'd if 
Be left to go altray ? 


[CxrrsT's Words.) 


8 Know'ſt thou not, faireſt of fair brides ? | 
Go trace the feet of ſaints, 
The flocks fair ſteps, and feed thy kids 
Beſide the ſhepherds tents. 
9 My love, I have, to hold thee out 
Gainſt foes that would thee wrong, 
Made thee. hike Pharaoh's ſtately rout, 
Of chariot-horſes ſtrong. 


10 Great comelineſs thy dreſs beſpeaks ; 
The graces all thee deck ; 
Rare jewel-rows adorn: thy checks, 
And golden chains thy neck. 


11 My Father working ſtill with me, 
We will with pow'r divine, 
More golden borders make for thee, 
With ſtuds of filver fine. 


[The Churcn's Word:.] 


12 Lo! while the King of Zion crown'd, 
Sits at his table head, 
My ſpikenard, flowing, doth around 
Its grateful odour ſpread, 


KI. 
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Ver. Like as of myrrh a bundle, lo! 
13 My well. beloved Gueſt 


Shall, all the night of ſin and wo, 
Within my boſom reſt. 
14 In vineyards fair of Engedi 
Are camphire cluſters ſweet; 
Much more is my Belov'd to me, 
When he and I do meet. 
[CanisT's Words.) 


15 Lo! thou art fair; lo! thou, my love, 
Art fair, without diſguiſe; 
The beauties of the modeſt dove 
Are in thy graceful eyes. 
[The Churxcn's Word,.) 
16 Nay, my Belov'd, who, me to ſcreen, 
Thy beauty put'ſt on me, 
Thrice fair art thou; yea, what a green 
And flow'ry bed have we! 


17 The royal houſe of our repair 
Hath beams of cedar ſtrong, 
With cypreſs galleries; and there 
In ſtate we walk along. 


G :.0F II. 


The mutual Love of CarIsT and the Church, with her 
Hope and Calling; and Cuxlsr's Care of her, 
with the Profeſſion of her Faith and Hope. 


[CnarsT's Word,.) 

l AM the roſe of Sharon fair, 
To deck the field around ; 
The lily of the valley, there 
'To grace the loweſt ground. 


3 Among the daughters in the throng 
My love, whom grace adorns, 
Shines as the lily does among 
The rugged hurtful thorns. 

[The Churcn's Words. 
3 As th' apple-tree does far. excel 
Trees of the common wood; 
So my Belov'd ſurpaſſeth all 
The ſons of nobleſt blood. 
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Ver. I fat ine down with great delight, Fer. 
My weary ſoul to reſt, | 1 
Beneath his ſhade; and, O how ſweet 
His fruit was to my taſte !. 


4 He brought me to his houſe of wine, 13 
To feaſt ; and then to aid 
The banner of his love divine 
He over me diſplay'd. 


5 Stay me with flaggons, comfort me 14 
With apples from above: 
J languiſh till my Lord J ſee; 
Haſte, for I'm ſick of love. 
6 He's come, and with his left-hand he 
Supports my ſinking head; 
And his right-hand embracing me 
Strong comfort brings with ſpeed. 


O Salemites, I you obteſt, 
By rural hinds and roes, 

Wake not my Love, while pleas'd to reſt ; 
Nor mar the ſweet repoſe. 


8 Lo! my Belov'd, whoſe vice fo nigh 
My ſoul with wonder fills, 
Comes leaping on the mountains high, 
And ſkipping on the hills. 

9 With ſpeed his active love to ſhow 
On heights that would us part; 
He's like the pleaſant, bounding roe, 

Or loving, youthful hart : 


Lo! he behind our wall doth ſtand ; 
He's at the windows ſeen, 

Diſplaying through the grate at hand 
Himſelf, in flow'ry green. 


10 Sweet was my Lord's moſt charming tonc, 
When thus I heard him ſay, 
« Riſe up, my love, my faireſt one; 
«© Make haſte, and come away. 


11 © Inviting ſpring adorns the clime; 
% For, lo! the winter's paſt ; 

« Now is the fair accepted time, 
Quite o'er's the ſtormy blaſt. 


I. 


1 
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« The flow'rs upon the earth appear; 
. « Birds ſinging time's at hand: 
« The turtle's voice, to charm the ear, 
« Ts heard within our land. 


« Green figs upon their trees are grown; 
« Young grapes are fmelling gay: 

« Ariſe, my love, my comely one ; 
Make haſte, and come away. 

14 © O thou, my dove, that in cleft rocks 

And ſecret ſtairs I ſpy, 

« Abſconding there, through fear of ſhocks, 
« Or ſhame to face the ſky: 


« Come let thy beauteous face appear, 
Lift up thy voice to me; 

% For well thy voice delights mine car, 
Thy countenance mine eye. 

15 © Take us the foxes with engines, 

The little foxes here, 

* That ſpoil the vineyard; for our vines 
* Moſt tender grapes do bear.” 


i6 My well-beloved Lord is mine; 
And likewiſe I am his: 
Among the hly-beds his fine 
And pleaſant feeding is. 


17 Until day break, and ſhades depart: 
Turn, my Belov'd, and flee 
Swift like the roe, or youthful hart, 
On Bether hills to me. 


CH A Bc 16: 


The Fight and Victory of the Church in Tempiation, 
and her Gloriation in Cu IST. 
[The Cuoncn's Words.) 
Y night upon my bed I fought 
Him whom my ſoul doth love; 
I ſought him, but 1 found him not; 
Which did my floth reprove. 


2 PII riſe in queſt of my Belov'd, 
And ſearch the city round;- 
In public ſtreets; ſo there 1 roy d, 
Yet, ah! he was not found. 
Vo. X. | Aaaa 
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Ver. The city-watchmen met with me, 
Their wonted round who move ; 
To them 1 ſaid, O did you ſee 


The object of my love: 


4 Twas but a little farther on 
I paſt from them apart, 
But to my joy I found anon 
The darling of my heart: 


I held him, nor would let him go, 
Till I had brought him home, 
My mother's houſe and room into, 

That bore me in her womb. 


O Salem's race, I you obteſt, 
By rural hinds and roes, 
Wake not my love, while pleas'd to reſt; 
Nor mar the ſweet repoſe. 
[The Companions Wordt. 


6 Who's this from deſart does ſo fleet, 
Like ſmoky pillars riſe, 
Perfum'd with myrrh and incenſe ſweet, 
Adorn'd to our ſurprize ? 
[The Church's Words.) 
7 Behold his bed that Solomon's, 
For peace and pomp renown'd ! 4 
Which threeſcore men of Ifra'l's ſons 
As valiant guards ſurround, 
8 They all bear arms couragiouſly, : 
Expert and train'd to fight: ) 
Each with his ſword upon his thigh, 
Becauſe of fear by night. 


9 The chariot which king Solomon 6 
Did for himſelf array, | 
Did frame of wood from Lebanon; 
With filver pillars ſtay :; 
10 Did gold its bottom, and above 
Its cov'ring purple make; 7 
The midſt thereof was pav'd with love, 
For Salem's daughters ſake. 
11 Go, virgins, ſee king Solomon, 
Deck'd with the crown fo gay, 
His mother crown'd him with, upon 


His joyful marriage-day, 


ſer. 


. 
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CHA 5 IV. 


Car1sT ſetteth forth the Graces of the Church, and 
ſheweth his love to her. She prayeth 10 made fit 
for his Preſence, 


[CaurisT's Words.) 


er. T O! thou art fair to me, my love; 
Lo! Zion, thou art fair ; 


Thy eyes, as of a beauteous dove, 
Shine thro? thy locks of hair: 


Gay like a pleaſant flock of goats, 
On Gilead's ſtately height, 

Is thine adorning hair, (that notes 
Thy known deportment bright.) 


2 Thy teeth are like a flock of ſheep, 
Even ſhorn, from waſhing come; 
Each active grace does order keep, 
And bring its product home. 


3 Thy lips reſemble ſcarlet thread, 
And comely ſpeech, indear: 
Within thy locks thy temples red, 
Like *granates halv'd appear. 


4 Thy neck is like to David's tow'r, 
Built for a magazine; 
Whoſe pegs a thouſand bucklers bons. 
All ſhields of mighty men. 


5 Thy breaſts reſembling two young roes, 
Do feed like friendly twins, 

Mong lily fields, thy babes and thoſe 
That haunt thy public inns. 


6 Till day-break chaſe the ſhades of way 
PII reſt in Zion till; | 
Unto the mount of myrrh I'll go, 
And to the incenſe hill. 


7 My love thou art all fair and clean, 
The chief of beauteous brides; 
No ſpot in thee is to be ſeen, 
But what my favour hides. 
Aa aa 2 
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Ver. Fair ſpouſe by marriage-ties alone 
8 urge my call on thee; | 
Come, come with me from Lebanon, 
From Lebanon with me: 


Look from Amana's top that chills, 
Shenir and Hermon high, 
From lions dens, and leopards hills, 
Where ghaſtly dangers ly. 
9 My ſiſter, ſpouſe, thou in effect, 
With one glance of thine eye; 
With one chain of thy ſtately neck, 
Halt rap'd my heart from me. 
10 My ſiſter dear, how fair's thy love! 
How better far than wine 
Thy fav'ry ointment ſmell above 
All eaſtern ſpices fine! 
1: Thy lips drop like the honey-comb ; 
There milk and honey flow: + 
Thy garments ſmell like Lebanon, 
Where aromatics grow. 
12 My love's a garden well inclos'd, 
Delicious fruits to yield: 
A ſpring ſhut up, and unexpos'd ; 
A fountain ſafely ſeal'd. 
13 Thy plants of grace do parallel 
An orchard rich with trees, 
And fruits that gratify the ſmell, - 
And form a paradile. | 


14 Here pomegranates and camphire grow; 


Here trees of incenſe bloom : 
*Nard, cinamon, myrrh, aloes blow 
With gales, a rich perfume, 
15 My love's a garden-fountain known, 
A living well beſide, 


Whoſe glad'ning ftreams from Lebanon 


Through diſtant valleys glide. 
[The Cuuscn's Mord.. 


16 Awake, O north-wind; come, thou ſouth; 


Upon my garden blow: 


Soon will the breath, Lord, from thy mouth 


Make all the ſpices flow. 
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Ver Then, Lord, come ſhare the pleaſant ſpice, 
Ihus by thy Spirit blown: 

My garden be thy paradiſe; 
Its fruits are all thine own. 


WU H A P ; V, 


CnrI1sT awaketh the Church by his ralling. She 
having a Taſte of his Love, is fith of Love. A 
Deſcription CHRIST by his Graces. | 

[CnrrsT's Words.) 


1 I'M come, my ſpouſe and ſiſter dear; 
I'm to my garden come; 
Pve gather'd up my ſpice and myrrh, 
And eat my honey-comb : 
My feaſt of honey, milk, and wine, 
With pleaſure ſhar'd have I : 
Come eat and drink, O friends of mine, 
Yea, drink abundantly. 
[The Churcn's Words. 
2 I ſleep, but yet my heart's awake; 
A kindly knock I hear: 
'Tis my Beloved's voice thus ſpake, 
«© Open to me, my dear. 
« Open, my dove, my undefil'd; 
Love, give not love the flight: 
«© My head's bedew'd, my locks are fill'd 
With drops of winter-night.” 
3 Baſe ſloth reply'd, * I'm now undreſs'd ; 
« How ſhall I dreſs again? 
&© How ſhall I leave this bed of reſt, 
« My new-waſh'd feet to ſtain ? 
4 My Lord then by the ſhut-door's hole 
Put in his hand of pow'r ; 
Which with jov'd-weanidh ſo pierc'd my ſoul, 
My bowels melted fore. 


5 When up to ope I did me ſtir, 
In anſwer to his knock : 
My hands and fingers drop'd ſweet myrrh, 
On handles of the lock. 
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Ver. J open'd then to my Belov'd, 


6 But he, alas! was gone: 
His late love-ſuits my mind ſo mov'd 
I fainted as undone: 


I ſought him whom my ſoul ador'd, 
But him I could not have: 

I call'd and cry'd, My Love, my Lord; 
But he no anſwer gave. 

7 The cruel city watch me found, 

And keepers of the wall; 

Who did me rudely ſmite and wound, 
And took away my vail, 


8 O Salem's race, of better mind, 
To wall my Lord's remove, 
I charge you tell, if him you find, 
That I am fick of love. 


[The Comranions Word.] 


9 O faireſt, What Belov'd is thine? 
In what, pray let us know, 
Doth he all other loves out-ſhine, 

That thou doſt charge us ſo? 
[The Churcn's Words] 
10 O my Belov'd, could you him ſee, 
Both white and red appears; 
Among ten thouſand chieftains he 
The ſignal ſtandard bears. 


11 His head's of fineſt gold t' attract, 
So bright and firm his ſway ; 
His locks are curl'd, and raven-black, 
So freſh without decay. | 


12 His dove-like eyes molt bright appear, 
Like theſe the brooks have wet; 
Or milky ſtreams have waſhed clear, 
Fit for inſpection ſet, 
13 His cheeks are like a ſpicy bed, 
Where choice perfumes do meet ; 
His lily lips drop grace, and ſhade 
The myrrh that ſmells ſo ſweet. 
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Ver. As rings of gold, with beryl ſet; 
14 His hands, his works, appear; 
His bowels kind, like iv'ry bright, 
O'erlaid with ſapphires clear. 
15 His legs like marble-pillars are, 
On golden ſockets ſet: 
His face like Lebanon moſt fair, 
Like cedars moſt complete. 


16 Moſt ſweet is that bleſs'd mouth of his, 
Whence grace and truth doth flow; 
Yea, he himſelf molt lovely is, 
And altogether ſo. 
O Salem's daughters this is he 
Of whom ye ſought my mind: 
This is the beſt Belov'd to me; 
This is my deareſt Friend. 


6 


The Church profeſſeth her Faith in Cuxisr. He 
ſheweth the Graces of the Church, and his Love 
towards her. 

[The Comranions Words} 
1 IF thy Belov'd, O faireſt fair, 
Be ſuch a matchleſs one, 

With thee we'd ſeek him, wiſt we where; 

O tell us where he's gone! 
[The Churcn's Words,] 


2 My Lord's down to his garden dreſs'd, 
The place of his repair, 
"Mong ſpicy beds to feed and feaſt, 
And gather lilies there. 
I'm my Belov'd's, and he is mine : 
Sweet are his ſacred courts ; 
Among the lilies there that thine 
He lecds, and there reſorts. 
LCUuxIsTr's Wordt. ] 1 
4 My love, like Tirzah, fair array'd, 5 
Like Salem gay indeed; 
Thou like an hoſt, with flags diſplay'd, 
Doſt ſtrike thy foes with dread. 


N 
3 


88 SCRIPTURE SONGS. Boox Il. I 


Ver. Thy catching eyes (of faith and love) i 
5 That make myſelt their prize, 
Have overcome me; pray remove 
And turn away thine eyes. 


Gay like a pleaſant flock of goats, 
On Gilcad's ſtately height, 

Is thine adorning hair, (that notes 
Thy known deportment bright.) 


6 Thy teeth are like a flock of ſheep, 
Even ſhorn, from waſhing come; 
Each grace with twins their order keep, 
And bring full product home. 


7 Like to a piece of pomegranate, 
Thy temples ruddy clear, 
Within thy locks affectionate 

And graceful bluſhes bear. 


8 Queens, concubines, and virgins are 
nnumber'd whom they call 
The earth's great beauties, charming fair; 
But thou excell'ſt them all. 


9 My ſpotleſs dove as one I view, 
She's all in one to me; 
Her mother churchs darling too, 
And choiceſt progeny. 
The daughters ſaw her, and around 
They bleſs'd her comely face; 
Yea, queens and damſels more renown'd, 
Extoll'd her ſhining grace. 
10 © Who's this (ſaid they) fo brightly ſprings, 
„Like to the morning ray; 
That cleaves night's ſhades with filver wings 
* To haſte the golden day! 


* With ſun and moon her beauties vie; 
* Yea, terrible to ſee! 


An hoſt appears, and banners fly; 
4 O what an One is ſhe! | 


11 Down to the garden of ſweet nuts 
I went, when I withdrew, - 

To ſee the budding valley fruits 
If grapes and granates grew. 
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ſer. And unawares thy ſoul at ebb, 
12 Quick flowing, ſet me high 
On chariots of Aminadab, 
And wings of love to fly. 


13 Return, return, O Shulamite; 
Return, return, apace ; 
That we may look with great delight 
Upon thy beauteous face : 


What in the Shulamite ſo damp'd 
Have heav'nly hoſts to fee ? 

As *twere, two hoſts on earth encamp'd, 
So choice a ſight is ſhe. 


CHA 3 VII. 


A farther Deſcription of the Church's Graces. S$he 
profeſſeth her Faith and Deſire. 
[Curir3T's Words.) 

I OW beauteous are thy feet with ſhoes, 
O prince's daughter fair! 

Each ſtately ſtep thou walkeſt ſhows 
A ſparkling heav'nly air. 

The joints that ſtrength and motions do, 
To thy right ſteps impart, 

Like orient jewels burniſh'd new, 
Speak holy curious art. 


2 Thy bowels warm, where kindneſs glows, 
Thine infant brood to feed, 

| Seem like a bowl that overflows 
With liquor for their need. 


Thy fertile womb and heap of wheat 
Forms to thy lily brood ; 

While younger babes have proper meat, 
The elder ſolid food. | 


3 Like two young roes appear thy breaſts, 
That are delightful twins ; 
Thine equal care fo ſweetly feeds 
Thy babes in ſacred inns. 


4 Thy neck that holds thy head moſt high, 
Like iv'ry white and fair, 
May with a tow'r that mounts the ſky, 
For ſtrength and ſtate compare. 
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Ver. Thine eyes are like the lucid pools 
Of fiſh at Heſhbon, near 

Bathrabbim gate; (no learned fools 
Had ever ſight ſo clear.) 


Thy noſe ſagacious; (th' en'my wots) 
Looks bold like Leb'non's tow'r, 

Damaſcus-ward; to ſmell their plots, 
And watch againſt their pow'r. 

5 Thy knowing head, like Carmel high, 

Appears in crimſon red; 

Its hairs and dreſs a purple dye: 
(With blood the Lord did ſhed.) 


Hence ev'n the King of kings compell'd, 
Within thine arms embrace, 

Is faſt a willing captive held, 5 
In gall'ries of his grace. 


6 O love, how fair thou art's untold, 
In thee what charming ſights ! 
How ſweet thy graces manifold! 
How pleaſant for delights ! 
7 1 to the palm-tree do compare 
Thy ſtature ſtreight and fine; 
Thy breaſts of love, fo full and fair, 
To cluſters of the vine, 
8 I ſaid, I will this palm-tree climb, I 
And of its boughs take hold; 
My love I'll to my bride in trim 
And to her babes untold : 
Then ſhall thy loving breaſts o'crflow, 
Like cluſters full of wine; 
The breath of life thy noſtrils blow 
Shall ſmell as apples fine. 
| 9 With wine that's of the richeſt kind, 2 
| (Reſerv'd for whom ] love,) 
Thy palate drench'd, ſhall clear the mind, 
And graceful ſpeech improve: 
Juice from the living vine that flows, 3 
Goes {weetly down by ſips: 
The mouth of ſleepers doth uncloſe, 
And ſanctify their lips. 


Ver. 
10 


11 


12 
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[The Churcn's Werds. 


er. My Well-belov'd I muſt admire, 
10 Moſt worthy though he be, 
He's mine; and, lo! his heart's deſire 
Is towards worthleſs me. 


1 Come, love; lets to the field of grace, 
Retire from earth's annoy : 
Make villages our lodging place, 
That none diſturb our joy. | 


12 Let's to the vineyards early go, 
To ſee if fruits improves; 
If tender grapes and *granates grow : 
There I'll give thee my loves. 


13 Sweet mandrakes ſmell, and at our door, 
All pleaſant fruits there be, 
Both new and old, laid up in ſtore, 
My deareſt Lord, for thee. 


C H 11 


The Church's love to CarisT, and the Vehemency 
thereof. She interceedeth for the Gentiles, and 
prayeth for CarisT's coming. 


[The ChurCH's Words.) 


I THAT thou as my brother wert, 
My mother's ſucking child ; 
I'd kiſs and hug thee in my heart; 
Nor be for this revil'd. 


Yea, in the op'neſt patent place, 
Without a bluſh for ſhame, 

I would with joyful arms embrace, 
The babe of Bethlehem. 


2 I'd bring thee to my mother's houſe, 
Who would inſtruct me there: 
The ſpiced wine, and *granates juice, 
Should be thy royal tare. 


3 His left-hand for my ſupport” he, 
Beneath my head ſhould place; 
And for my comfort lend to me 
His right-hand's ſoft embrace. 
Bbbb 2 
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8 


SCRIPTURE SONGS. Book], 


O Salem's daughters, do not prove 
Diſturbers of his eaſe; 

I charge you ſtir not up my love, 
Nor wake him till he pleaſe, 


[The Comranions Word,. 


(Whoſe this up from the wilderneſs 
Of fin and ſorrow mov'd, 


Comes leaning thus, and laying ſtreſs 
Upon her Well-belov'd ?) 


[The Chuxcn's Words.) 


Beneath the ſhady apple-tree, 
] did thee raiſe with care : 

Thy mother travail'd there with thee; 
Thy happy birth was there. 


O do thou ſet me as a ſeal, 
Upon thine heart and arm: 

For love, is ſtrong as death, I feel, 
Suſpicion cruelly warm ; 


Unſatiate like the grave's deſire, 
Is killing jealouſy : 

The coals thereof are coals of fire, 
That flame moſt ve'mently. 


Can love be quench'd with many floods ? 
Or drown'd with waters ? No: 

Should one for love give all his goods, 
The price were baſely low. 


We have a little ſiſter, Lord; 
No breaſts yet form'd hath ſhe: 
What help to her ſhall we afford, 
When ſhe beſpoke ſhall be? 


[LCuxisr's Words.) 


9 If once ſhe be a wall, through grace, 


We'll take a ſpecial care ; 
To build on her a dwelling- place, 
A ſilver palace fair: 


If once her heart's an open door, 
For me to enter in, 

We'll as with cedar boards ſecure 
And ſtrengthen her within. 


Ve 


K I, 


ParT III. 


[The Church's Words.) 


Jer. So be't, for grace made me a wall; 
10 Grace form'd my breaſts tow'r high: 


Then found I (as my fiſter ſhall,) 
Great favour in his eye. 


11 Here likewiſe our king Solomon, 
A vineyard did poſſeſs, 
To keepers care (O be it ſhown) 
He let it out to dreſs: 
If each for fruit his Lord aſſigns 
Proportion'd tribute brings; 
He'd render for a thouſand vines, 
A thouſand ſilverlings. 
[CarisT's Words.) 
12 My vineyard, Love, the object is 
Of my peculiar care; 


My heart and eye is fix'd on this 
More cloſe than any where. 
[The Cyurcn's Words.) 
To thee, O Solomon, I'll bring 
The grateful rent I owe; 
The vineyard's revenue, O King, 
Belongs to thee, I know: 


And while to thee alone pertains, 
A thouſand fold is due; 

To underkeepers for their pains, 
Two hunder ſhall accrue. 


[CyrisT's Words, ] 


13 O thou that haſt in gradens choice, 

Thy dwelling here below, 

As thy companions here thy voice; 
So let me hear it too. 

So pleaſant unto them and me, 
Is thy delicious ſtrain, 

Il joy how oft I hear from thee 
Until we meet again. 


The SONG of SOLOMON. 


* 
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[The Churcn's Words.) 
Ver. O haſte again, dear Lord, and be - 8 
14 A ſpeedy roe, or hart, 
Upon the ſpicy hills, that we 
May meet, and never part. 


(„ 


SCRIPTURE SONGS. 


1 
poꝝ us Selected from the Prophet Isa Au, Oc. 


INTRODUCTION . 


All Scripture is given by inſpiration, and is profitable for in- 
ſtruction: and theſe paſſages that are puetical are well calculated 
for gaining the attention, enlivening the alfection, exciting devuli- 
on, and aſſiſting the memory. Our Savicur divides the backs of the 
Old Teſtament into the Law, the Prophets, and the Pſalms, 
Luke xxiv. 44. which teaches us to diſtinguiſh thoſe books and 
paſſages that are pretical. The prophetical writings abound awith 
a variety of poetical compoſitions. The Prophets of the Lerd were 
themſelves all holy men, veſted with a divine miſſion, had a great 
intereſt in, and intimacy with Heaven, Propheſy is venerable for 
its antiquity, for it came of old time; and ts be eſteemed for its 
excellence, being put fer all divine revelation. All the prophets 
bare witneſs of Chriſt, and teltified before-hand of his ſufferings, 
and the glory that ſhould follow. Of all the prophets none ſpoke 
fo clearly and fully of Chriſt, as the prophet I8aian; for which 
he is juſtly /tiled, the evangelical prophet; and by ſume of the 
antients, a fifth evangeliſt. The whole of his propheſy is tranſ- 
cendently excellent and uſeful, and contains much of the grace 
of the geſpel ; and it abounds with more poetical paſſages, ſacred 
odes, and evangelical ſongs, than all the other prophets beſides. 
And if thoſe divine hymns and poetical paſſages are viewed with 
proper attention, they will be found to have in them as lofty and 
ſublime flrokes of poetry as are to be met with ; carrying in them 
a poetic force and flame, without a poetic fury and fiction; and 
ſtrangely command and move the affettions, without corrupting and 
putting a cheat upon the imagination ; and are well adapted togra- 
tify the ear, ediſy the mind, captivate the heart, and yield both profit 
and pleaſure, Of all this the following ſongs will exhibite a ſpe- 


cimen, 8. 


8 I. 


Morning and Evening Mercies to be acknowledged, 
Pſalm xcii. 2. Lam. ili. 23. 


HY gifts, O God, of endless love, 
Tach evening tide are new; 
And morning mercies from above 


Diſtill like early due. 
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Ver. Thou ſpread'ſt the curtains of the night, 
To guard our ſleeping hours: 
Thy ſov'reign word reſtores the light, 
To raiſe our drowſy pow'rs. 


We yield our pow'rs to thy command, 
To thee devote our days; 

For conſtant bleſſings from thy hand, 
We owe thee conſtant praiſe. 


3 II. 


The Day of Youth, and the Day of Judgment. 
Eccl. xi. 9. 


EJOICE, ye ſtriplings, vain and young, 
That full of frolics rove ; 
Indulge your hearts, and eyes, and tongues, 
In merriment you love. 


Taſte the delights your ſouls deſire, 
And pleaſures you deſign ; 

And give a looſe to all your fire, 
In wantonneſs and wine. 


Enjoy your fooliſh fading bliſs, 
And lawleſs joys; but know, 
Beſide the day of mirth, there is 

A day of judgment too. 


[ The judge will all your works record, 
Till you the doom ſhall hear ; 

O let the thunder of his word 
Awake your ſouls to fear! 


Wrath, to your follies due by law, 
Should ſtrike your hearts with dread : 
The vice you hug will ſurely draw 
The vengeance on your head. 


Think how you'll bear that dreadful day, 
And ſtand the fiery teſt : 
O give your mortal joys away 


For everlaſting reſt ! ] 
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1 III. 


The young and old Sinner warned ; and Death dread- 
ful to the unconverted. Ecel. xii. 1, 7. Iſa. Ixv. 20. 


Ver. OUR Maker and Redeemer, God, 
Mind ere the months come on, 
When you ſhall ſay, your youthful blood 
And merry days are gone. 


The aged, wicked ſinner goes 
To regions of the dead, 

Laden with guilt and heavy woes, 
And curſes on his head. 


His duſt deſcends; his foul to God 
Aſcends ; not there to dwell, 

But to be doom'd to his abode ; 
Then down ſhe ſinks to hell. 


[Lord, put thy fear into my heart ; 
And when I hence remove, 
Provide my ſoul a better part, 
A manſion in thy love.] 


S O N G IV. 


The Glory, Peace, and Piety of the Goſpel Church, in 
the latter Days. Iſa. ti. 2, —6. 


2 1 days, God's holy hill, 
His houſe ſhall fo be rais'd, 
Bove hills and mountains high, as will 
Make men, that ſee, amaz'd. 
3 All nations then ſhall thither flow 
In throngs, and ſay aloud, 
Come let us up to Sion go, 
The houſe of Jacob's God. 
We'll learn his eaſy yoke to draw, 
His facred path to trace 
From Sion ſhall go forth the law, 
From Salem news of grace. 
4 He ſhall, as Judge, his throne erect, 
Among the nations rude, 
To make them friends; or juſtly check 


The rebel multitude. 
VoL X. eee 0 
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Ver. His peace proclaim'd with gracious words, 


Shall baniſh feuds and fears; 

Men ſhall to plow-ſhares beat their ſwords, 
And pruning-hooks, their ſpears. 

No nation more *gainſt nation ſhall 
Riſe up in arms, nor fight. 


O Jacob's houſe, come let us all 
Walk in Jehovah's light. 


S bs. A 


The Song of the Vineyard, juſtifying Gov's Severity, 


Iſa. v. 1,—7. | 
SONG to my Beloved One 


I'll fing, and mention will 
His vineyard, fituate upon 
A very fruitful hill. 


Round with a wall he fenc'd it fine, 
Did nox1ous ſtones eject; 

Then plant it with the choiceſt vine, 
Midſt it a tow'r erect: 


A wine-prels there he made; and thence 
Expected grapes for uſe: 

Yet none but wild grapes of offence, 
And traſh, did it produce. 


Now, O ye Salem natives all, 
And tribe of Judah huge; 

I, *twixt me and my vineyard, call 
On you yourſelves to judge. 


What more of outward pains could be 
Than mine, to deck the field? 


Why then, inſtead of grapes to me 
Wild cluſters did it yield? 


The crime leaves no excuſe a room, 
And therefore now go to; 


I'll read my barren vineyard's doom, 
And thew you what VII do: 


PII ſoon unhedge it quite to be 
Devour'd like to a heath: 

O'erthrow its wall, to make it free 
For focs a treading path. 
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Ver. I'll lay it waſte, nor prune, nor dig, 
6 Then briars and thorns ſhall ſpread : 
Ill charge the clouds, with vapours big, 
No ſhow'rs on it to ſhed. 


7 For now the houſe of IIra'l fair 
Jehovah's vineyard is; & 
The men of Judah likewiſe are 
That pleaſant plant of his. 
He look'd for judgment juſt ; but, lo! 
Oppreſſion rude appear'd ; 
. For righteouſneſs, but croſs thereto, 
A cry of blood was heard. 


S O N G VI. 


A Song of Praiſe to God, The Saviour and Salvati- 
on of Lion, for his Mercies. Ila. xii. 1,—6, 


LORD, thy praiſe I will eſſay; 
Tho' wroth with me thou waſt, 
Yet now thine anger's turn'd away, 
Thou me comtorted haſt. 
2 Behold, God's my ſalvation ſtrong ; 
PII truſt him unatraid : 
The Lord Jehovah is my ſong, 
My ſtrength and faving aid. 
3 Ye then, who ſcorch'd wi' th' fiery law, 
Whom thirſt or need compells, 
With joy ſhall living water draw 
From theſe falvation-wells, 


4 Aloud be hallelujah ſaid, 
Call on Jehovah's name; 
His deeds among the people ſpread, 
Speak out his lofty fame. 
5 Sing to the Lord, him praiſe and bleſs ; 
For he, the wiſelt One, 
Things excellent hath done; and this 
In all the earth is known. 


6 Cry out and ſhout, thou denizon, 
That dwells in Zion free: 
For great is lira'l's holy One, 
That dwells in midſt of thee. 
Ceee 3 
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Fer. MH OU, o Jehovah, art my God, 


S O N G VII. 
A Song of Praiſe to Gop for his merciful Fudgment;, 


ſaving Benefits, and victorious Salvation. 
Ia. XXY, 1812. 


SECT.I. God's merciful Fudgments. 


I Thee as mine own I claim ; 
I'll therefore celebrate abroad 
And praiſe thy glorious name: 
For thou haſt wonders manifold 
Perform'd in recent dreſs ; 
Shap'd to thy counſels, which of old 
Are truth and faithfulneſs, 


2 In heaps and rubbiſh laid thou haſt 
Strong cities fenc'd afore ; 
And ſtrangers palaces laid waſte, 
To be rebuilt no more. 


3 Thy ſtouteſt foes ſhall therefore yield 
The glory thine to be; 
And nations fierce reſign the field, 
And fear to cope with thee. 


4 For thou in ſtraits a ſtrength to poor 
And needy ones haſt been ; 
From blowing ſtorm a refuge ſure, 
From ſcorching heat a ſcreen. 


And that in times of greateſt dread, 
When furious tempeſts fall, 

And blaſts of tyrants fierce exceed 
The ſtorm that beats the wall. 


5 The ruſfling noiſe of ſtrangers rude, 
Thou ſhalt abate with eaſe, 
As in dry plots a ſhady cloud 
Does ſcorching heat ſurceaſe: A 


On tyrants proud thoul't be aveng'd, 5 
That are ſo dreadful now; 

Their jov'al trebles ſhall be chang'd 
And doleful baſſes low. 


10 
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SECT. II. His ſaving Benefits. 


Ver. Lo! in this mount the Lord of hoſts 
6 A banquet ſhall prepare, 
For all that tread on Zion's coaſts, 
And people ev'ry where. 


He'll with fat things and wines ſuffice, 
Fat things of marrow full, 

Wines well refin'd, from off the lees, 
To glad and chear the dull, 


7 And in this mount he'll raze the vail, 
The face o'er-cov'ring ſhade, 
Of darkneſs caſt o'er people all, 
And o'er all nations ſpread. 


8 He'll ſwallow up, in victory, 
Grim death, the king of fears; 
From taces all the Lord moſt high 


Will wipe away the tears : 


What baſe contempt, and vile reproach, 
Were on his people laid, 

From off the earth he'll quite diſpatch ; 
For ſo the Lord hath faid. 


Sgr. III. His vidorious Salvation. 


9 That day ſhall ſongs be utter'd thus, 
«© Behold this is our God; 
« We ſtay'd for him, and now he'll us 
&« With his ſalvation load: 


«© This is the Lord Redeemer kind, 
„ For whom we long did wait 
“% We will be glad, with joyful mind, 
In his ſalvation great.“ 
10 For here ſhall reſt our conqu'ring God, 
And Moab be o'erthrown ; 
11 The gates of hell ſhall down be trode, 
12 "The trump of triumph blown. 
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& 0.0 18 VIII. 


A Song inciting to Faith, Patience, Hope, and Con. 
fidence in God. —Ifa. xxvi. In that day ſhall 
this ſong be ſung in the land of Judah,” &; 


SECT. I. Confidence in Gop. 


E have a city, ſtrong and fair, 
Where grace triumphant reigns; 

Inſtead of walls and bulwarks there 
Salvation God ordains. 


2 Set open to the nation juſt 

TT he city gates, that they 

Who buy the truth, and keep the truſt, 
May enter there and ſtay. 

Thou wilt him keep in perfect peace 
Whoſe mind on thee is ſtay'd, 

Becauſe he all his truſt doth place 
In thee alone for aid. 


4 Truſt ye for ever in the Lord; 
For everlaſting pow'r 
Is in the Lord Jehovah ſtor'd, 
The rock of ages ſure, 


SECT. II. Gop's Fudgments. - 
5 He ſhews his pow'r by bringing down 
The proud that dwell on high : 
Makes tow'ring cities overthrown 
Low in the duſt to ly. 


6 Yea, poor deſpis'd and needy ones, 
That truſt beneath his ſhade, 
Shall under foot the pomp of thrones 
And lofty cities tread. 
- The juſt man's way is plain and right; 
Thou, Lord, moſt upright, weigh'ſt 
Ilis path, to level with delight 
The plain which thou ſurvey'ſt. 
8 Yea, in thy way, where judgments flame, 
We waited, Lord, thy will: 
Our foul's defire is to thy name, 
And thy remembrance ſtill. 


Ver. 
I 


PART IV. From the PRO HHETISAITAAH. 573 
Ver. To thee, Lord, in the ſhade of night, 


My ſoul's defire was drawn; 
* Yea, with my ſpirit's inward might 
I'll ſeek thee in the dawn: 
| For when thy judgments juſt appear 
On earth ſevere and ſtern, 
The world's indwellers wiſe will fear, 
And righteouſneſs will learn. 


10 But to the wicked mercy be, 
As well as judgment ſhown ; 


Yet righteouſneſs nor learn will he, 
Nor daſh his idols down: 


Ev'n in the land where truth's declar'd, 
And juſtice hath abode, 

He'll be unjuſt; nor will regard 
The majeſty of God. 


11 Lord, when thy lifted hand's in ſight, 

Yet ſee they won't at all; 

They ſhut their eyes from cleareſt light : 
But ſee at length they ſhall : 

And bluſh, that they, from blind envy, 
Did treat thy folk with ſpite : 

The fiery wrath, thy foes defy, 
Shall ſoon devour them quite. 


N 


SECT, III. God's Favour to his People. 


2 Thou, Lord, wilt peace for us ordain : 
For, far above our thought, 

Thou all our works of grace and gain, 
Haſt in and for us wrought. 


13 Strange lords, inſtead of thee, O Lord, 
Have o'er us domineer'd : 
But we'll through grace thy name record 
As only to be fear'd. 


14 Dead and deceas'd, theſe tyrants ſhall 
Nor live nor riſe to bite; 
Thy viſit, killing them, made all 
Their mem'ry periſh quite, 
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Ver. Thy nation once thou didit increaſe ; 


I 


Then Lord they multiply'd : 

(In this, was ſhown thy faithfulneſs) 
And thou art glorify'd. 

Yet juſtly now we captives are 
For ſin, which thee offends ; 

Thou haſt remov'd the nation far, 
To earth's remoteſt ends. 


16 In trouble, Lord, thy folk diſtreſs'd 


To viſit thee took care ; 
And when thy chaſt'ning hand them preſs'd 
Pour'd out a fervent pray'r. 

[The floods, in which vain hopes were drown'd, 
Set praying ſhips a-float ; 
Nor were they melted till they found 

The furnace burning hot. | 


17 As women, pregnant and in pain, 


When time of birth draws nigh, 
Cry out in pangs ; ſuch, Lord, have been 
Our caſe before thine eye. 


18 We lab'ring did of child-birth find 


The pain, but not the joy; 
We brought forth, as it were, but wind ; 
No profit, but annoy : 


For by us no deliv'rance roſe, 
Within the land at all ; 

Nor was the world of foreign foes 
Before us made to fall. 


19 But, lo! thy dead ſhall live and ſpring, 


With my dead body well 

They ſhall ariſe : awake, and ſing, 
Ye in the duſt that dwell. 

Spring-dews the bury'd herbs renew ; 
Thine juſt reſembles thole ; 

Earth ſhall caſt out the dead, and thou 
Caſt down gigantic foes. 

Sect. IV. An Exhortation te rely on Gop. 


20 Come, children, to your Father's arms, 


"Nhile ſtormy tempeſts chaſe ; 
Take ſhelter here from threat'ning harms, 


In chambers of my grace. 


PaRT IV. From the PROPHET ISAIAH. 


ler. Your cloſet doors, by faith and pray'r, 
Be ſhut about you faſt; 

Hide for a little moment there, 
Till wrath be overpaſt. 


21 For, lo! the Lord, the Judge of ſaints, 
Comes from his place betimes, 

To puniſh th' earth's inhabitants 
For all their bloody crimes. 


The earth ſhall all her crying bloods, 
And ſecret fins diſcloſe; 

Nor cover more her flain with clods, 
But all to light expoſe. 


S 0-2 0 
A Song of God's Care over his Vineyard. 


Iſa. xxvii. 2,—6. 


2 ING ye to God, the vineyard fair, 
Of choiceſt rudy wine, 
Which I the Lord do keep with care, 
And cultivate as mine. 


3 I'll every moment water it, 
To make it freſh and gay; 
And none to hurt it will permit, 
But keep it night and day. 
4 Nor fury is in me 'gainſt it; 
Who then, with lifted horns, 
Gainſt me in battle-rank would ſet 
An hoſt of briars and thorns ? 


Soon would I, like a flaming fire, 
Go thro' and burn them quite; 

[But vengeance is not my deſire, 
For mercy's my delight ]. 

5 Let then the ſinner's holding be 

My arm of pow'r for all, 

That thus he may make peace with me, 
And make the peace he ſhall. 


6 For God will cauſe the progeny 
Of Jacob to take root; 
And blooming Ifra'l ſhall ſupply 
The barren world with fruit, 
W. D d d d 
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0 X. 
fer. 


The Song of HEZEK1An when his Life was length. 10 
enced, after a Meſſage of Death. 


Iſa. xxviii. 10,—30. 


Ver. EAV'N's ſentence to cut off my days, 7 
10 Thus made me vent my fears; 
10 death's black gates Pll go, alas! 
*Reft of my running years. 


11 No more T ll fee the Lord, faid I, 
Here in this lower court ; 
No mortal more on earth eſpy, 
In friendſhip there reſort. 


12 Soon like a ſhepherd's tent aloof 
Gone is this age of mine; 
_ like a weaver's thrumb cut off 
Iy life 1 mult reſign. * 


He'll me with pining ſickneſs waſte, 
Erc nature's courle be done: 

From day to night purſu'd with haſte ; 
Lord, thou wilt end me ſoon. 


13 Till morn I thought that hon-like, 
He all my bones would break : 
Fre night that going on to {trike 
An end of me he'd make. 


14 As crane or ſwallow chatt'ring rove, 
| In fright, ſo did I moan; 

And as a tim'rous lonely dove, 
So did I mourn and groan. 

With looking up mine eyes diſtreſs'd 
Did fail, nor help could ſee : 

Then faid 1, Lord, I am opprets'd ; 
O undertake for me! 


15 What ſhall I ſay? for kindly now 
'The Lord to me hath ſpoke ; 
And done as he had promis'd too, 
Death's ſentence to revoke. 


PII therefore ſoitly walk the whole 
Of my remaining years, 

In bitter mournfulneſs of ſoul, 
For all my ſinful fears. 


+ 


PART IV. From the PROPHET ISAIAH. 577 


er. Lord, by theſe quick'ning words of thine 
16 Men's ſouls and bodies live: 
In theſe doth ſtand this life of mine, 
So didſt thou me revive. 


17 Peace fled ; and, lo! great bitterneſs 
I had in place of it 
But thou, my ſoul, didſt love and bleſs 
From black corruption's pit : 


Yea, thou haſt prov'd that I am lov'd 
From death's abyſs and wreck ; 
For all my fins thou haſt remov'd, 
And caſt behind thy back. 
13 Mute graves can ne*er thy praiſe emit ; 
Death cannot ſing thy fame; 
No pris'ner in the filent pit 
Can magnify thy name: 
No bury'd dult can ſpeak thy praiſe, 
Nor ſleeping aſhes ſhow 
Thy truth, to ground their hope, and raiſe 
Thy honour here below. 
19 The living he, the living ſhall 
Thy praifes ſound remain, 
As I this day; ſo do ſhall all 
Who do not hve in vain. 


Fathers ſhall to their ſons make known 

Thy faithfulneſs of grace, 

And ſo convey thy wonders down 
Through ev'ry riſing race. 

20 To fave my life the Lord was bent : 

We'll therefore ſing his praiſe; 

And in his houſe my ſongs accent 
That ſhall outlive our days. 


S& 0: 0 XI. 
Fleſh fading, the Word of the Lord abiding. 


ta. xl. 6,7, . 1 Fett i. 2 25. 
RY, ſaid the voice, All fleſh is graſs, 
That ſprings, and fades as ſoon; 
Like morning flow'rs, in faireſt drels, 
That wither quite at noon, 
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Ver. But God's unfading word of grace If 


For evermore endures ; 
Which all, whoſe arms of faith embrace, 
In endleſs bliſs ſecures. 


3 XII. 


Unbelieving Fears checked, and Strength from He. 
ven promiſed. Ia. xl. 27,—31. 


27 W H Y, jealous Jacob, ſpeak'ſt thou fo, 
My way is hid from God! 
Unpled my cauſe, undaſh'd my toe, 
Still down my ſtrength is trode ? 


28 Haſt thou forgot the mighty name, 
That earth and heav'n did make? 
And can an all-creating arm 
Grow weary, faint, or weak ? 


Omnipotence alone 1s his, 
Eternal are his days; 
His underſtanding ſearchleſs is, 
And who can trace his ways ? 
29 He giveth pow'r unto the faint, 
Makes weak lings' ſtrength to grow. 
30. While youthful vigour ſoon is ſpent, 
And boaſting might laid low. 


3t But they that wait upon the Lord, 
And in his pow'r confide, 
Shall have their ſtrength a- new reſtor'd, 
And daily wants ſupply'd. 


They ſhall mount up on eagle's wings, 
With fear unwearied move, 
Till, loſing ſight of earthly things, 

T hey reſt with God above, 


ö 


Cnr1sT's mediatory Service graced with Meekneſs and 
Conſtancy. Iſa. xlii. 1,—4. Mat, xii. 18,—22. 


1 EHOLD, my ſervant wonderful, 
Whom I uphold and ſtay; 
Mine ele&, whom my very foul 
Delighteth in for ay. 


I. NPR IV. From the PRO ꝰHHETISAIAR. 


Ver. On him l'll put my Sp'rit, with all 
His virtues meaſureleſs; 
And he, with light and judgment, ſhall 
The Gentile nations bleſs. 
2 From him no cry with clam'rous voice, 
Nor violence forth ſhall break; 
lea. He ſhall no loud contentious noiſe, 
Nor oſtentation make. 


Peaceful and mild he ſhall proceed 
In his illuſtrious acts; 
3 He ſhall not break the bruiſed reeds, 


Nor quench the ſmoking flax, 


He ſhall with aid and comfort both, 
His weaklings fortify ; 

And judgment unto light and truth 
Bring forth victorioufly. 

4 He doubtlefs ſhall purſue his aim, 

Until with judgment juſt, 

He bleſs the earth; and in his name 
The diſtant iſles ſhall truſt, 


S XIV. 


579 


CRISs T's Commiſſion opened, which he received from 
the Father; and the joyful Jinging with which the 


glad Tidings thereof ſhould be received. 
Iſa xlii. 5,—12. 


5 H US fays the Lord of heav'n and earth, 


That ſtreached out the ſkies, 
And all his tribes of earthly birth, 
With life and breath ſupplies. 
6 In right, to thee my call I grant, 
And thee ſupport will I; 
Ill give thee for a covenant 
To people far and nigh ; 
7 J illuminate, with faving light, 
nd The eyes of Gentiles blind ; 
. To rend the clouds that them benight, 
And priſoners unbind. 


8 I, who thee authorize, declare, 
That I Janovan am: 
My praiſe no idol god ſhall ſhare; 
Thou only bear'ſt my name. 


580 
9 Lo! all my promiſes of old | 
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er 
Men now accompliſh'd ſee ; 


And future things a new-foretold 
Shall be fulfilPd in thee, 


10 Let all the earth, then, to the Lord, 


II 


Sing, glad, an anthem new ; 
The Gentile race with one accord, 
In conſort with the Jew : 


Th' inhabitants of rocks and iſles, 4 
Of wilds and cities fair, 

Of Kedar huts and naked hills, 
And ſingers ev'ry where: 


12 Let them Jehovah's glory raiſe, 


1 


In elevated ſtiles; 
And celebrate his higheſt praiſe 
In earth's remoteſt iſles. 


* XV. 


CHRISsT's ſhewing his Name ; and his Victory over 
his and our Enemies. Iſa. Ixili. 1,—5. 


H O's this from Edom comes in ſtate ! 
From Bozra, who is this ! 

With ruddy garments to relate, 

That victory is his? 21 
This that is gloriouſly array'd, 

And trav'ling on his rode, 
P ti greatneſs of his ſtrength diſplay'd, 

And grandeur of a God:? | 22 
'Tis I that ſpeak in righteouſneſs, 

I the victorious King, 
Who come your en'mies to ſuppreſs, 

And your ſalvation bring. 


2 Why, mighty Lord, may we propoſe, 


Why is thy raiment red ? 
And all thy garments ſtain'd like thoſe 


That in the wine-preſs tread? 


3 Pve trode the bloody preſs alone, 


O' th” folk none was with me; 
My wrath has ſtamp'd the rebels down, 
My fury made them flee. 


er 


paRT IV. From the PRO Y HET ISAIAH, 581 
er. Their blood hath all my garments ſtain'd, 


And dy'd my raiment ſo: 

The happy vict'ry now is gain'd, 
O'er helliſh pow'rs below. 

l' thus deſtroy the adverſe throngs, 
That dare inſult my ſaints; 

I have an arm t' avenge their wrongs, 
An ear to hear their plaints. 


The day of vengeance on the toe 
Is in my very heart; 
The year of my redeem'd from woe 
is come, to caſe their ſmart. 


S O0 N 8 XVI. 


Salvation, Righteouſneſs, and Strength, in CHRIST 
alone. Ifa. xlv. 21,—25. 


SecT. I. Salvation in Chriſt alone, Ver. 21, 22. 


T H' ETERNAL Son of God proclaims, 
His God-head from above; 

Mercy and juſtice are my names, 
The fair enam'ling love. 


21 Lift up your eyes, ye mankind loſt, 
And look to me alone ; 
I'm God the Saviour, God the juſt ; 


Beſide me there 1s none. 


22 Look from the earth's remoteſt ends, 
By faith, and be ye ſav'd: 
My grace, that call'd the Jews, extends 
To Gentile lands enſlav'd. 


Where e'er you are, by land or ſea, 
At home, or far abroad, 

Look not to idols vain, but me 
The omnipreſent God. 

In me you'll find falvation ſure 
From fin, and death, and hell; 
And life, more happy and ſecure, 

Than *twas before you fell. 
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SECT. ML 
Righteouſneſs and Strength in ChRIsT alone. 
Ver. 23, 24, 25. 


Ver. By my great name I made a vow, 
23 Nor, vow'd, my word ſhall veer; 
To me alone each knee ſhall bow, 
Each tongue allegiance ſwear. 
24 Each ſoul that knows the * ſound, 
With thankful tongues ſhall own; 
My righteouſneſs and ſtrength is found 
In thee, O Lord, alone. 
By faith and pray'r ſhall. Gentiles come 
To him with free conſent : 
Refuſers too, to get their doom, 
Shall come, but by conſtraint, 
For all deſpiſers of his name, 
And every wicked foe, 
Shall ſuffer penitential ſhame, 
Or everlaſting woe. 
25 But happy thrice all Iſra'l's ſeed, 
Both rid of guilt and ſhame, 
Shall in the Lord be juſtify'd, 
And glory in his name. 


8.0. :N; G X VII. 


CurisT's Sufferings and Glory; Or, Unbelief l. 
mented, and the Benefit and the Succeſs of the Sif: 
ferings of CHRIS H declared. Iſa. lii. 1,—12, 


H O hath believ'd our good report ? 
How few the truth have ſeal'd ! 

To whom is Chriſt, the ſtrongeſt fort, 
The arm of God reveal'd ! 


2 For, like a tender plant ſprung up 
He ſeem'd, as he drew nigh : 
And, like a deſpicable root 
From ground, exceeding dry. 
No worldly ſplendor did be ſhew, 
Nor outward gallantry ; 
No beauteous form, nor ccmely hew, 
To charm the carnal eye. 


I 


8 p 
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1M ParT IV. | From the PROPHET IsA1AH. $583 


Ver. Rejected and deſpis'd of men, 
A man of griefs and woes; 
His life with forrow and difdain 
Did both begin and cloſe. 


4 Yet, ſure, our ſorrows were his load, 
Our griefs in him combin'd; 
Though we eſteem'd him plagu'd of God, 
When anguiſh tore his mind. 


5 But he was wounded for our fins, 
And bruiſed for our guilt ; 
For which from all his ſacred veins, 
Atoning blood was ſpilt. 


Upon him was the chaſtiſement, 
That peace to us procur'd 
And we are heal'd by Heav'n's conſent, 
By ſtripes that he endur d. | 
6 (Each to his own by-path,) all we, 
Like ſheep have gone altray ; 
But God on him th' iniquity, 
Ev'n of us all, did lay. 
7 Wrong'd and oppreſs'd, yet meek and mute, 
While patience overcame, 
He was, when to the ſlaughter brought, 
Dumb like a harmleſs lamb. 


$ Who can his generation ſhow ? 
Yet he from priſon led, 
* la- And judgment under ſhew of law, 
Suf- Was held among the dead ; 
Yea, juſtly held, by law divine, 
And juſtly too ſet free: 
Who can his endleſs life define, 
Or count his progeny ? 
His ſced, for whom he was cut off 
From theſe on earth that liv'd, 
He for their ſin, and their behoof, 
The mortal ſtroke receiv'd. 


9 His grave he with the wicked made, 
And with the rich when dead ; 
No wrong did from his hand, nor fraud 
Ver from his mouth proceed. 
„ Eeee 
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Ver. 


10 


11 


12 


Yet, lo! it pleas'd the Lord to bruiſe, 
And down the Surety tread! 

But when, for fin and juſtice? dues, 
His ſoul's the victim made, 


ſer 


Then ſaid he, He ſhall ſee his ſeed, 2 
Prolong his days for ay ; 

My pleaſure in his hand ſucceed, z 
And proſper every way. 

He of the travail of his ſoul | 4 


The ſweet effects ſhall ſee ; 
And, joyful in his purchaſe whole, 
He ſatisfy'd ſhall be. 


My righteous Servant, then, withal, 5 
Shall juſtify and fave | 
His thouſands, when of him they ſhall 
Fiducial knowledge have. 


He with the great ſhall ſhare the ſpoil, 
Defeat his mighty foes ; 

Though rank'd with ſmners, here he fell, 
A conqueror he role. | 


His Father's crown of victory 
Moſt fairly won he hath; 
For at his call he willingly 
Pour'd out his ſoul to death. 
He dying bore the guilt of men, 
That fin might be forgiven: 6 
He pleading dy'd, and lives again 
To plead for them in heav'n. 


8 0 is XVIII. 


The Enlargement, Glory, and Safeiy of the Church. 7 
Sxcr. I. 
The Goſpel-Church enlarged, her barren womb opened ; 8 


Or, the Gentiles brought in, and married to Chriſ. 
Ifa. liv. 1,—5. 
BARREN Zion, ſing aloud, 
() For fruitful ſhalt thou be, 9 


With Gentiles as thy num'rous brood, 
And happy progeny. 


KL. Mparr IV. From the PROPHET ISAIAH. 585 


ur. Moe children ſhall be generate, 
So faith the Lord of life, 
By her that was ſo deſolate, 
Than by the marry'd wife. 
2 Enlarge abroad thy dwelling tent, 
Stretch forth thy curtains wide, 
3 That, for thy oft-ſpring opulent, 
Full room thou may'ſt provide. 
Fear not, for thy recover'd fame 
Allows no mourning mood; 
No longer ſhalt thou bear the ſhame 
Of barren widowhood. 
5 For happily betroth'd art thou 
To one of wondrous fame; 
Thy Maker is thy huſband now, 
T he Lord of hoſts his name. 
Thy great Redeemer, match'd with thee, 
Is Zion's holy One : 
The God of all the earth is he, 
And not of Jews alone. 


SECT. IL. 


God's grievous Deſertion, and gracious Return : Or, 
his Departure ſhort, his Covenant of Peace everla/t- 
ing. Iſa. liv. 6,—10. 


W HEN, like a wife of youth refus'd, 
Thou didſt deſerted mourn, 


The Lord thy God, in love, thee chus'd, 
And call'd thee to return. 
7 Though for a moment, very ſmall, 
. I thee forſook of late; 
PII gather thee from fin and thrall, 
With mercies very great, 
8 J, in a little wrath, my. face 
A moment hid from thee; 
But, lo! my mercy's kind embrace 
Shall everlaſting be. 
9 That Noah's waters no more ſhould 
O'erwhelm the earth, I ſwore; 
So have I ſworn I never would 


Be angry with thee: more. 
Eece 2 
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Ver. The ſolid mountains ſhall depart, 1 
10 The hills ſhall be remov'd; 
But not the kindneſs of my heart 
From thee my choice belov'd : 


Nor ſhall my covenant of grace 
And peace removed be, 

Says God, who ſees thee meritleſs, 
But mercy has on thee. 


SECT. III. 


The Honour and Security of the Church: Or, Zig 
comforted both againſt Diſgrace and Danger. 


Wa. liv. 11,17. 


11 O thou afflicted, toſs'd with winds, 
And tempeſts very great, 
Who in diſtreſs no comfort finds, 
But mourn'ſt thy grievous ſtate ! 


Behold! thy ruins PII repair 
With finer pearls for nought, 

Than rubies rich, or ſapphires fair, 
With gold of Ophir bought. 


12 I'll beautify thy waſted wall, 
Make thy foundations ſhine; 
Thy borders, gates, and windows all 
With pleaſant ſtones inline. 


[Theſe precious jewels, for thy dreſs, 
That ſhall to thee be giv'n, 

Are knowledge, peace, and righteouſneſs, 
The gliſt'ring gems of Heay'n. ] 


13 Thy ſeed ſhall all be taught of God, 
And great ſhall be their peace ; 

14 And firm thy ſtanding, not in fraud, 
But truth and righteouſneſs. 


Oppreſſors ſhall be far remov'd, 
Thou therefore ſhait not fear ; 

And ills, that once thy terror prov'd, 
To thee ſhall not come near. 


15 Thy foes, without my order, ſhall 
Againſt thee counſel take; 
But, when combin'd, before thee fall 
A booty, for thy fake, 


K . pax IV. From the PROP HETIgalan, 


Yer. In vain attempts, as well as raſh, 
They ſhall but rage and rore; 
Like riſing angry waves that daſh 
And die upon the ſhore. |] 


16 The ſmith that forms the ſwords of war, 
The waſter too, is mine; 
See, then, where the deſtroyers are 
That ſerve not my deſign. 


17 No weapon form'd againſt thy peace 
Tin Shall proſper in that aim, 

But back upon the aimer's face 
Turn to his hurt and ſhame. 

Reproachful tongues that 'gainſt thee riſe, 
With ſhew of right and law, 

Thou ſhalt condemn, and for their lies 

* Juſt vengeance on them draw. 


God's ſaints, of all his promis'd bliſs, 
The happy heirs ſhall be; 

And (faith the Lord) their righteouſneſs 
Is all and whole of me. 


$ 9 i XIX. 


587 


The free Goſpel-Call, preſſed with the Promiſe of ſolid 


and ſure Mercy. Ifa. Iv. 1, 2, 3. 


1 O! ev'ry thirſty foul, and all 
That poor and needy are; 
Here's water of ſalvation's well 
For you to come and ſhare. 


Here's freedom both from fin and wo, 
And bleſſings all divine: 

Here ſtreams of love and mercy flow, 
Like floods of milk and wine. 


Approach the fountain-head of bliſs, 
That's open like the ſea, 

To buyers that are money-leſs, 
To pooreſt beggars free. 


to 


For that which is not bread, 
And for unſatisfying gains, 
On which no foul can feed! 


Why ſpend you all your wealth and pains, 
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Ver. While vain ye ſeek, with earthly toys, 
To fill an empty mind, 
You loſe immortal ſolid joys, 
And feed upon the wind. 
3 Incline your ear, and come to me; 
Hear, and your ſoul ſhall live : 
For mercies ſure, as well as free, 


I bind myſelf to give. 
S O N G XX. 
X Faith and Repentance urged upon Sinners, from My. 


tives of Grace and Mercy : or, God's drawing then 


10 himſelf with Cords of Love. Iſa. lv. 6,—9, 


6 EE EEK God while yet he may be found, 
Call on him while he's near; 
While grace's trump, the joyful ſound 
Of mercy, ſtrikes your ear. 


7 O let the wicked change his way! 
And the unrighteous man 
His thoughts, and legal hopes, that ſtray 
Croſs to the goſpel- plan. 


And let him now return to God, 
The Lord our righteouſneſs ; 

Who, through the merit of his blood, 
In mercy will him bleſs.” 


To our God let him turn betimes, 
For gracious will he be ; 

And for his multitude of crimes 
Will pardons multiply. 


Let, ſaith the Lord, my boundleſs grace 
Move guilty ſouls to come, 

And truſt me with their deſp'rate caſe 
When hopleſs thoughts do roam. 


8 Becauſe my thoughts and ways divine 
Are not as yours; for why? 
All yours are baſe and low, but mine 
Immenſely great and high: 


9 For as the heav'ns, in height and ſpace, 
Tranſcend your earthly boors; 
Much more my thoughts and ways of grace 
Surmount all thoughts of yours. 


— 
= 
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ler. [ Great God, then bid the mountains move; 
Our fins that reach the ſky, 
Be melted down with flames of love, 


More infinitely high. ] 


S Q KK: XXI. 
The deſperate State of the Church bewailed. 


Jer. vili. 1 8,—2 2. 


18 HEN fain I would comfort myſelf, 
Againſt prevailing grief, 
My heart within me waxed faint, 
Nor could I find relief. 


19 Behold my peoples rueful cry, 
Hath reach'd my wounded ear, 
For exiles now in miſery, 
Who yokes of bondage bear. 


Doth not the Lord in Zion dwell, 
And there for ever reign ? 

Why have they thus provok'd his ire, 
With idols ſtrange and vain ? 

20 The harveſt time is over: paſt, 

The ſummer's at an end; 

Yet ſav'd we are not, nor from Heav'n 
Does help to us deſcend. 


21 The daughter of my peoples hurt 
Doth wound and blacken me; 
Aſtoniſhment hath ſeiz'd my ſoul 
To an extreme degree. 
22 Is there no balm in Gilead? 
Is no phyſician there? 
Why then hath Zion's hurt no cure, 
Nor yet her health repair ? 
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SCRIPTURE SONGS. 


1 V. 


A SHORT PARAPHRASE on the LAM EX. 
TATIONsS Of JEREMIAH. 


RR II „AK. 


The TiTLE of this book, which has none in the original, is tale 
from the ſubjeft matter of which it treats ; andtherefere intitle 
LamExTATIONS. Ms there are ſacred oder, or fangs of jvy ; | 
there are ſacred'elegies, or ſongs of lamentation. —The Pzxnay 
of the Spirit of God in this book, was Feremiah the prophet, al 
is here Feremiah the poet; and, indeed, Vates fignifies both, Iii 
thought fitly adjoined ts his boat as an appendix.-—The Occasox yf 
theſe Lamentations was the deſturction of the city and temple if 
Jeruſalem, and of the land of Judea, by the Chaldean army ; ani 
the diſſolution af the Jewiſh ſlate, both civil and eccleſiaſtical, 
thereby.—The Ust A theſe Lamentations is ſtill to affeli the Lord. 
people with god farrow far ſin, as the procuring cauſe of all ſuch 
miſeries and calamities, that may befal the church of Cod in thi 
evorld. 

The »riginal ComposSURE of this book is not only poetical, but al. 
phabetical; each verſe beginning with a ſeveral letter, in the 
order of the Hebrew alphabet ; the firſt AL ED, the ſecond Bert 
Sc. This order is fullzwed in all the firſt fur chapters. 

The firſt, ſecond, and fourth chapters conſiſt of twenty-two verſe;, 
which comprehend the aubole alphabet. The third chapter conjiſt 
of ſixty verſes, whereof, each three verſes do begin with one [:1itr 
throughout, and all in the foreſaid alphabetical order, except that 
in chapters ſecond, third, and fourth, the letter PE is put befir: 
Ain, which, in all the Hebrew alphabets, follows it. As ts th: 
reaſon whereof, Dr. LxIGUTON offers this conjedturc, that tht 
letter Aix, which is the numeral letter for 70, was thus, by being 
miſplaced, made remarkable, ta put them in mind of the ſeventy 
years ; at the end of which Cod would turn again their captivity, 
under which they were in Babylon, 

The fiſth chapter is not alphabetical as the reſt ; yet (it ſeems, it 
conformity to the reſt ) it conſiſts alſo of twenty-two verſes accord: 
ing to the number cf the letters in the ſaid Hebrew alphabet. 

It may be ſaid therefore of this bouk of the Lamentations, what ſom! 
ſay of the hundred and nineteenth pſalm, that © it ſeems to har: 
more ef poetical ſkill and number in it, than we, at this diſtance. 
can eaſily underſtand ;” in ſo much, that ſome have called tha! 
pſalm the Saint's Alphabet, it being divided inte tabencyr tu, 


»*« a 


N. 


CI" 


tarts, according ts the number of the Hebrew letters, nnd each 
fart conſiſts of eight verſes. All the verſes of the firſt part begin 
with ALEPH ; all the verſes of the ſecond with Beru: and fo on, 
without any flaw, throughout the whole pſalm : Heaven thus condeſ- 
cending to teach by letters; and, as it were, with an A, B, C. 
« If any cenſure it as childiſh and trifling, ſays Mr. Hexgv, 
becauſe acreſtics are quite out of faſhion, let them know, that the 
royal pſalmiſt deſpiſes their cenſure : hets a teacher of babes ; and 
if this method be beneficial to them he can eaſily floop to it: if this 


be to be vile, he will be yet more vile.” 


Now, as the tranſlators of that hundred and nineteenth Pſalm, 


both in the proſe and in the metre, have ſet down the names of the 
Hebrew letters on the head of every part or ſection thereof; ſe in 
imitation of that method, I thought fit to ſet donun the name of 
every Hebrew letter, before each verſe that begins therewith, that 
thus the beauty and order of the original might appears and 10 
ſhew how much the Spirit of Cod, who is a God of order, conſult- 
ed the help and benefit of weak memories, by modelling the compo» 
ſure of this book, with theſe memorial letters : intimating, per- 
haps, to us, that method and order, even in facred diſcourſes, 
ought not always to be bid, ar couched in the boſom of long ba- 
rangues; and that the methodical way »f treating them, equally 
evident and conſpicuous, as theſe init. al letters, has a divine pre- 
cedent, in many ſcripture inflances. 


That the paraphraſe on this book of the Lamentations might keep the 


order that is in the original, I have, in all the four alphabetical 
chapters, endeavoured ſome conformity thereto, by comprehending 
every verſe under each Hebrew letter, within the compaſs of two 
ftanzas : ſome of the verſe: being long, required them bath; and 
this _ that in ſome other places, where the verſes are ſhort- 
er, the verſion, or paraphraſe, is the longer. 


That all may be blefſed of God, for the edification of his church and 


people, is the earnaſt defire of their ſervant, and yrurs in Chriſt, 


r 2 RALPH ERSKINE. 


1750. 


„D A f οεον 


CHAT. [ 


JexUsALEM's miſerable State, by Reaſon of Sin, bit, 
terly bewailed : She complaineth of her Calamilies 
and Grief, both to Got and to friends; ſalicites 
Commiſeration, and confefſeth Gop's Fudgments to 
be righteous. 


N Arern. 


I H !-how fo populous of late 
I be city ſits alone! 
How widow-like is ſhe, that great 


Among the nations ſhone ! 
. FI ff 
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Ver. 
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Amidſt the provinces around, 
She like a princeſs ſat; 

But now 1s under tribute bound 
Unto a foreign ſtate. 


2 BETH. 
By night ſhe weeps, and briny tears 
Bedew her comely cheeks; 


Mong all her lovers none appears, 
Nor to her comfort ſpeaks. 


Her friends, by whom ſhe was careſs'd, 
Have ſerv'd her treacherouſlly ; 
Their friendſhip, formerly profeſs'd, 
Is turn'd to enmity, 
3 GimeL. 
Judah into captivity, 
By adverſaries rude, 


Is gone, becauſe of cruelty 


Ul 


And grievous ſervitude. 


"Mong heathens now ſhe dwells in thrall, 
No reſt her grief abares : 
Her bloody perlecutors all 
O'ertake her in the ſtraits. 
1 DaLETRH. 
The ways of Zion wall her fates, 
None keep her ſolemn feaſts : 


And all her once frequented pates, 
Black deſolation waſtes. 


Her prieſts, in fable, ſigh to ſee 
Their ſolemn feſtals gone ; 
Her virgins are oppreſs'd, and ſhe 
In bitterneſs doth moan. 
H. 


Her foes the chief above her are, 
Her adverſaries thrive; 


For God hath meaſur'd grief to her 


Who did his Spirit grieve: 


Becauſe her ſins were num'rous grown, 


And heinous in his eye, 


Her num'rous ſeed are capt2z gone 


Before the enemy. 
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131 


fer. Her ſplendid beauty bright that ſhone, 
6 To her renown before, 
Is all from Zion's daughter gone, 
And to be ſeen no more. 


Her peers, like hunted harts on flight, 
For want of paſture frail, 

Before the hot purſuer's might 
Do pow'rleſs faint and fail. 


7 ZAIN. 
7 Jerus'lem in her days now lin'd 
With ſorrows manifold, 


Call'd all her pleaſant things to mind, 
Which the poſſeſs'd of old. 


Her people fell before her foes, 
Who now upon her gaze 

When helpleſs to deride her woes, 
And mock her Sabbath-days. 


J CHeTH. 


Salem hath greatly ſinn'd, and hence 
She's now remov'd afar ; 
All who did once her reverence 
Now her deſpiſers are: 


Becauſe her nakedneſs of life 
Is now expos'd to them ; 

With deep regret ſhe ſighs for grief, 
And backward turns for ſhame. 


Terz. 


9 Filth in her ſkirts and lewdneſs tend 
To ruin her renown ; 
She, thoughtleſs of her latter end, 
Came wonderfully down. 


No comforter in her behalf 
Appear'd for her relief: 

The toe hath magnify'd himſelf ; 
O Lord, behold my grief. 


F fff 2 
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Ver. 
10 


11 


12 


10 


14 


5 Jon. 1 
Profanely hath the wicked foe, 
Spread out his hands unclean, 
On all her pleaſant things: for, lo! 
Her weeping eyes have ſeen, 


How that the heathen vile invade 
Her ſanctuary fair, 

Thy ſacred court, of which thou'ſ ſaid 
They ſhall not enter there. 


Ca. 


Her people ſigh, and bread implore; 


Her pleaſant things are ſold, 
Their fainting ſpirits to reſtore, 
Their bodies to uphold. 
Conſider thou, O Lord, my ſtate, 
See my extremity; 


For deſpicable, deſolate, 


And vile, become am J. 
5 Lamep. 


Ah! is it nought to you that paſs 
The way? Behold and fee, 

If ever any forrow was 
Like this befallen me. 


But ' tis Jehovah to diſplay 
His Juſtice in my lot, 
Who me afflicted in the day 
Of his diſpleaſure hot. 
| DO Men. 
Into my bones he hath ſent down 
From heaven a burning fire, 


Which o'er their ſtrength prevailing ſoon 
Conſum'd them in his ire. 


He for my feet hath ſpread a net, 
And backward turn'd my way; 

"Tis he hath made me deſolate, 
And taintith all the day. 


1 Noun. 


The yoke of my collected fins, 
He with his hand did tie; 

Them fait he wreaths, and up he twines, 
And on my neck they lic. 


Ji 
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Yr. My ſtrength he daſh'd with overthrows, 
My valour proſtrate hes : 
He put me in the hand of thoſe 
From whom I cannot riſe. 


D SAMECH. 


15 Amidſt me, he my champions all 

Down under foot did puſh; 

Then *gainſt me an aſſembly call, 
My choiſeſt youths to cruſh, 

I th' wine-preſs of the wrath of God, 
Where not the fair eſcapes, 

The Lord hath Judah's daughter trode, 
As people trade the grapes. 


Y Ai. 


16 On theſe accounts I weep and bray; 
Mine eye, mine eye runs down 
With briny floods, becauſe away 
The Comforter is gone ; 


Who ſhould my grief of ſoul abate, 
He's far from me remote : 
My children too are deſolate, 
Since foes the pow'r have got. 
> 
17 Though Zion wailing ſpread her hands, 
None's to comfort her found: 


Concerning Jacob God commands 
His foes ſhould him ſurround. 


"Mong whom fair Salem, now in tears, 
When none do ſuccour bring, 

A ſeparated drab appears, 
And like a loathſome thing. 


1 'T ZADE. 


13 But juſt and righteous is the Lord ; 

For by my wickedneſs, 

1 have rebelPd againſt his word, 
And wrought my own diſtreſs. 

All people, hear with pity then, 
And fee my grief, I pray; 

My virgins, and my choice young men, 
Are captives led away. 
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KoPH. 
Per. I call'd for friends, and near allies, 
19 That courted once my love, 
Who now, regardleſs of my cries, 
To me deceitful prove. 


My prieſts and elders who for me 
With Heav'n will intercede, 
In city fainting ſought ſupply, 
But dy'd for want of bread. 
? Resn. Ve 
20 See, Lord, for I'm oppreſs'd and croſs'd 
Unto the laſt degree ; 
My bowels troubled are and toſs'd, 
My heart is turn'd in me. 


For grievouſly rebell'd I have, 
Provoking thee to wrath : 

Abroad the bloody ſword doth reave, 
At home a direful death. 


Su. 


21 Ty foes all heard of my diſtreſs, 
| My ſighs and troubles fad ; 
They heard I am left comfortleſs, 
And at my woes were glad: 
Thy doing 1s their mirth ; but, lo! 
Thoul't make the day to ſhine, 
Proclaim'd by thee, in which their wo 
And grief ſhall equal mine, 


N Tav. 


22 Let all the wickedneſs they frame, 
Before thy preſence be; 
And likewiſe do thou unto them, 
As thou haſt done to me. 


For all my fins, which do my moans 
And miſeries augment : 
Great is the number of my groans! 
My heart within me faint, 
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8 


TEREMIAH lamenteth the Miſery of JERUSALEM ; tak- 
ing notice of the Anger of the Loa b as the Cauſe of 
her Calamities, and the ſorrow that took place as 
the effect of theſe. He maketh his Complaint unto 
Gov, referring the Matter to his maſt compaſſio- 
nate Conſideration. 


e ALEPH. 
ler. OW doth the Lord a cloud of wrath 
l O'er Zion's daughter ſpread, 


And down from heav'n to earth beneath, 
Fair Iſra'l's pomp degrade ! 
Regardleſs of his temple gay, 
How has he quite forgot 
His ſacred footſtool, in his day 
Of indignation hot. 


5 Bern. 


2 The Lord hath Jacob's dwellings all 
Devour'd and pity'd none; 
He Judah's bulwarks, great and ſmall, 
Down in his wrath hath thrown : 


He level with the ground them laid, 
Their princes too were preys ; 

Them and the kingdom both he made 
Polluted caſt-aways. 


3 GimEL. 


All Ifra'Ps horn, in wrath, he cut 
uite off till pow'r was loſt ; 
And back his right-hand vigour put, 
Before the adverſe hoſt. 


On ev'ry fide he ſet his ire 
A-burning to the ground, 
*Gainſt Jacob like a flaming fire, 
Devouring all around. 
1 Daretrs. 
4 Like to an adverſary grand, 
He bent his mighty bow; | 
Stood wrathful-like, with his right-hand 
Stretch'd for the fatal blow: 


Goa 
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Ver. He all our pleaſant ones devour'd 

And flew our eyes deſire: / 

In Zion's daughter's tents he pour'd 
His fury out like fire. 

5 All Iſra'l's palaces and ſtays, 

And ſtrengths, to ruin go; 

Her forts demoliſh'd are, Weeaue 
Jehovah was a foe; 


Backſliding Judah too her ſhare 
Of heavineſs poſleſs'd ; 

For woful lamentations there 
And mourning he increas'd. 


k Vau. 


6 He like a garden tent hath pull'd 

His tabernacle down; 

His oft aſſembling courts annull'd, 
His ſynagogues o'erthrown, 

God caus'd in Zion ſolemn feaſts 
And Sabbaths be forgot; | 

And hath deſpis'd both king and prieſts 
In's fury burning hot. 


3} Z£AIN. 
7 The Lord his altar did diſown, 
His ſanctuary abhor; 
Shut up, and ſet her foes upon 
Her palace-walls to roar : 


Within the houſe of God have they 
Profanely made a noiſe, 

As when his folk did on the day 
Of ſolemn feaſts rejoice. 


n CutrTH. 


8 God Zion's walls and ramparts all, 

Had purpos'd to deſtroy ; 

Stretch'd out a line, nor did recall 
His hand from this employ. 

He therefore going on hath made 
Her bulwarks to lament ; 

Together daſh'd they languiſhed, 
Their fortitude was ſpent. 


1 
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Tren. 


Jer. Sunk into rubbiſh are her gates, 
Her bars intirely broke; 
Vea, now her king and potentates, 
Groan in the Gentiles yoke: 


The law's no more, which once her mind 
With ſacred leſſons ſtor'd; 
Her ſeers mourn, her prophets find 
No viſion from the Lord. 


jobd. 


10 Now, Zion's elders on the ground 
Sit down, and ſilence keep; 
They caſt up duſt their heads around, 
And girt with ſackcloth weep : — 


Proud dames who did, in pompous weeds, 
Vain admiration claim; 

Ev'n Salem's virgins hang their heads 
Down to the ground for ſhame. 


Ca. 


11 With tears conſum'd are both mine eyes, 
Pain'd are my bowels all; 
Pour'd on the earth my liver lies, 
For Zion's daughters thrall: 


Becauſe in dearth proviſion ſpent, 
The citizens decay; 

Babes in the ſtreets for hunger faint, 
And ſucklings ſwoon away. 


7” LAMED. 


12 The young ones to their mothers cry, 

* O where's our former ſhare 

«© Of corn and wine, and ſuch ſupply 
As was our wonted fair!“ 

Scarce had they ſpoke, till in th? arreſt, 
As thoſe in wounds of death; 

They on their moaning mother's breaſt, 
Pour'd out their dying breath. 


OKI. 


Vol. X. Gggg 


600 


Ver. To match thy caſe, O Salem fair! 


13 


14 


16 


7 
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PaR 
n5 Mem. 


ſer. 


What equal ſhall I bring ? 
*T were caſe, could I thy woes compare 
To any other thing. 


O Zion! great's thy breach that grows 18 
Like vaſt ſea- billow rounds : 
Incomparable are thy woes, 
Incurable thy wounds. 
| 3 Nux. 
Thy prophets falſe have ſeen for thee 
Mott fooliſh things and vain, 
Thy fin they ſhew'd not faithfully 
To turn away thy bane ; 
But have for thee falſe burdens ſeen, 
Falſe cauſes of thy wo, 0 
And ſmoothing vice thy guilt to ſkreen, 
Have wrought they overthrow. 


D SAMECH. 

All paſſengers clap hands at thee, 
Gainſt Salem they invey ; 

They ſhake their heads contempt'ouſly, 
And mock, and hiſs, and ſay, 

* Is this the city fo renown'd 
&© We ſee in rubbiſh hurl'd, 

*The beauty with perfection crown'd, 
The joy of all the world?“ 

2) Ps. 

Thy cruel foes with wide mouth bray, 
Gainſt thee their ſpite avow; 

They gnaſh the teeth, and lutling ſay, 
We have devour'd her now; 


This ſurely is the day that we 
„ Expected for her fall; 
« We've found it now, and gladly fee 
«© Our triumph in her thrall.“ 
y Ain. 
The Lord hath done what he ordain'd, 
As he of old declar'd; 
Fulfill'd the word of his command, 
Caſt down, and hath not ſpar'd : 
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er. O'er thee he made the foe in ſcorn, 
To joy and be jocoſe ; 
He hath exalted high the horn 
Of thy inſulting toes. 
4 Tzape. 
13 Their heart cry'd to the Lord, and ſaid, 
O Zion wall o'erthrown'! 
Let tears both day and night be ſhed, 
And like a flood run down : 
Allow thyſelf no reſt, and let 
The apple of thine eye 
No pauſe or intermiſſion get, 
But weep inceſſantly, 


P Koen, 


19 Ariſe, and each night watch prevent, 
Cry out thy wotul caſe; 
Thine heart in floods of water vent 
Before Jehovah's face: 


For thy poor young ones life intreat, 
With hands uplifted high, 

That on the top of every ſtreet 
For hunger fainting die. 


ReEsn. 


20 This thou haſt done; mind, Lord, to whom: 
O ſee! ſhall women eat 
The ſpan- long fruit of their own womb, 
For very want of meat ? 


And ſhall, alas! the reverend train 
And conſecrated race, 

The prieſt and prophet both be ſlain, 
Within thy holy place? 

Stix. 
21 Both young and old along the ground 

Lie in the ſtreets, O Lord; 

My darling maids and youths are found 
Slain by the bloody ſword. 

Foes are but weapons of thy wrath, 
Thou flew'ſt, thou kill'dſt them, Lord, 

In thy avenging day that hath 
No pity to afford. 


68882 
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7 Tav. If 


Ver. Thou haſt, as in a ſolemn day, 
22 My terrors call'd around, 
That thus when wrath divine made way, 
None to eſcape were found. 


None left; yea, thoſe whom I with care, 
Had wrapt in ſwaddling-bands 

And foſter'd by mine en'mies are 
Conſum'd with cruel hands. 


C H A DP. 


The faithful bewail their Calamities, viewing them a 
the Fruits and Effefts of Gop's Diſpleaſure. By 
the Mercies of God they encourage their Hope, ac. 
knowledging his Fuſtice, praying for Deliverance 
and Vengeance on their Enemies. | 


XN ALP. 


1 T' M by the rod of wrath divine 
The man that hath ſeen wo; 

2 He led and carried me and mine 
To ſhades of darkneſs low, 


But not unto a lightſome path; 
Nay, in a hoſtile way | 
He's ſurely turn'd, his hand in wrath 
Gainſt me he turns all day, 


2 Bern. 


4 My fleſh and ſkin of young and fair, 
Old and decay'd he made ; 

5 Did break my bones; and building rear, 
My ſtrong holds to invade. 


He me encompals'd and entwin'd, 
With gall and travel fore : 
6 In places dark he me enſhrin'd, 
As men long dead before, 


13 GimtL. 


7 He hedg'd me in I can't get out; 
His heavy chain I bear : 

8 My pray'r he, when I cry and ſhout, 
Shuts out and ſcorns to hear. 


Na. 
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er. My ways inclos'd as with a wall 
Of firm hewn ſtone he hath; 
And to defeat my counſels all 
He crooked made my path. 


7 DAaLETH. 


10 He cloſe laid wait as for the prey 
A lion and a bear, 

11 And turning quite aſide my way 
Did me in pieces tear : 


He laid me waſte, and in the dark, 
12 His bow of fury hot 
He bent, and at nie as a mark 
His barbed iron ſhot. 


=y RE; 


13 His quiver-darts, fo fierce fet off, 
Into my reins made way ; 

14 To all the folk I was a ſcoff, 
Their muſic all the day. 


I'm made the ſubject of their ſong, 
15 And filld until I ſhrunk 
With bitterneſs and wormwood ſtrong, 
With which he made me drunk. 


1 Vav. 


16 With gravel ſtones my teeth he brake; 
With aſhes cover'd me: 

17 From peace, my foul, now gone to wrack, 
Is far remov'd by thee. 

Forgetting bliſs, as overpaſt 

I ſpake this deſp'rate word, 

18 * My ſtrength is gone, my hope is loſt, 
And periſh'd from the Lord.“ 


. 


19 Deſpair was fed by minding all 
My miſerics and woes; 
The bitter wormwood and the gall, 
20 My ſoul keeps mind of thoſe: 
Hence ſunk and bow'd within me 'tis; 
But why fo very fad? 
21 Deſpair, be gone; I've hope from this 
I mind anon to add. 
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J CHETH. 


Ver. "Tis of the Lord's compaſſions great 
22 And his unfailing love, | 
We are not all conſum'd as yet, 
For ſtill his bowels move: 
23 They new with every morning roll ; 
Thy truth is great and high : 


24 The Lord's my portion, ſaith my ſoul ; 


Hence in him hope will I. 
e 


25 God's good to them that on him wait, 
To ſouls that ſeek his face. 

26 »Tis good that one, with hope ſedate, 
Expect his ſaving grace. 


27 And for a man, by ſorrow broke, 

*Tis good with ſilent mouth, 
And heart ſubmiſs to bear the yoke 
And trouble in his youth. 
| 9. Job. 

28 He quiet fits alone brought low 
By kaving born the rod; 

29 With mouth put in the duſt, if ſo 
There may be hope in God. 


30 His cheek he to the ſmiter's will 
Revengeleſs doth aſlign ; 
Fill'd with reproach, he bears the fill, 
With patience half divine. 


n 


31 The Lord will not reje& for ay: 
32 But though he cauſeth grief; 
Yet he his pity will diſplay, 
And timely grant relief. 
His mercies thwart not with his cart, 
33 For when he ſmites; ev'n then 
Not willingly nor from his heart, 
He grie ves the ſons of men. 


> LaMED. 


34 Men's cruel deeds they can't abide, 

To cruſh earth's captive race, 
35 To turn the poor man's right aſide, 
Before the ſovereign's face 
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fer. To violate the ſacred laws 
36 Ol juſtice and of right, 
And judge unjuſtly in a cauſe, 
Are hateful in his ſight. 
Men. 


37 Who's he that ſpeaks, and then 'tis done, 
When nay's Jehovah's will? 

33 Out from the mouth of th' higheſt One 
Comes not both good and ill. 


39 O why then ſhould a living man 
Dare enter his complaint, l 
For penal ill; a guilty man 
For's own ſin's puniſhment ? 
3 Nux. 


40 Come let us ſearch and try our ways, 
Not murmur at the rod, 
But for our ſins our ſouls abaſe, 
And turn again to God. 


41 Let us lift up our heart and hands 
Whole to the God of heav'n: 
42 We have rebelPd *gainſt thy commands ; 
Thou, Lord, haſt not forgiven. 
D SAMECH. 
43 Thy wrath us hid, purſu'd, nor ſtopt, 
But flew and did not ſpare ; 


44 Thyſelf hid with a cloud that opt 
No through-paſs for our pray'r. 


45 The world's vile filth thou haſt us made, 
Which with contempr thy uſe ; 
We ly among the nations ſpread, 
The ſcum and the refuſe. 


go Pe. 


46 Wide mouths *gainſt us our e'nmies all 
| Have made, and ſcoffing joy'd ; 
47 Fear and a ſnare upon us fall, 
We're waſted and deſtroy'd. 


48 Mine eyes to weeping fountains turn, 
Whence briny rivers flow, 

While I my peoples daughter mourn 
And moan her overthrow. 
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f y Am. 
Ver. With tears ſtill trickling down, mine eye 
49 Inceflant cannot reſt, 
50 Till God look down, and from on high, 
Behold our caſe diſtreſs'd. 
51 Mine eye affects my heart with pain, 
To ſee the ruin vaſt 
Of Salem's race, the doleful bane 
I fee, and ſtand aghaſt. 
Y Tzape, 
52 With cauſeleſs hate my eager foes, 
Me like a bird did chaſe; 
53 My life within the dungeon cloſe, 
Then with a ſtone depreſs. 
54 High did the {ſwelling waters grow, 
My head was overflown, 
Then ſaid my hopeleſs heart, “I'm now 
Cut oft and quite undone.” 
Kopn. 
55 Time was, when from the dungeon low 
I pray'd and thou didſt hear: 
56 Lord, hide not from my breathing now, 
Nor from my cry, thine car. 


57 What day of dread I call'd on thee, 
Thou didſt not ſtand remote, 
But dreweſt near to comfort me, 
By ſaying, Fear THo NOT. 
| J Res. 


58 Lord, thou the cauſes of my foul 

Waſt wont to plead for. me; 
Thy love did threat'ning death's control, 

My life to ſave and free. 

59 Judge now my cauſe, Lord; thou haſt ſeen 
My wrongs by men of ſtrife, 

60 Seen all their rage and vengeance keen, 
And plots againſt my life, 

Sm. 

61 Lord, thou their vile reproach haſt heard, 
Their machinations all; 65-51 

62 The lips of thoſe that roſe, and jear'd 
And ſpat at me their gall. 


. ——_—  — c_—— 
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Ver. Their daily projects me to drub, 
63 Their ſitting down eſpy, 
And riſing up at every club 
Their muſic ſtill am I. 


Tn Tav. 


64 Reward them as from thee they ſwerve, 
Their heart with grief conſume, 

65 To ſhew they for their works deſerve 
Thy curſe to be their doom, 


66 As me they chaſe and ſue to death, 
With them in wrath be ev'ns ; 
Purſue and raze them from beneath 


The great Jehovah's heav'ns. 


ca IV. 

Zion bewaileth her pitiful Eflate, occaſioned by the 
direful Effects of the Famine, the Sacking of TeruU- 
SALEM. She confeſſeth her Sins, and acknowledg- 
eth that the Iniquities of her Leaders were the 
Cauſe of all theſe Calamities. EDou's Deſtrudti- 
on foretold, and the Return Liox's Captivity. 


e Areten. 
( HE temple gold, how now ſo dim, 
That gliſter'd once ſo gay; 
How has the fineſt gold ſo trim, 
Now chang'd its bright array! 


The temple ſtones now tumbled down, 
That lay in ſtately ſquare, 

On top of every ſtreet o'erthrown, 
Lie ſcatter'd here and there. 


2 Bern. 


2 Lo! Zion's ſons, of precious mould, 
Her ſaints, her prieſts, her peers, 
That might compare with pureſt gold, 
More ine than Ophir bears; 


How baſely are they now eſteem'd 
As pitchers vile and coarſe, 
Wrought by the potter's hand, and deem'd 
But carthen ware, and worſe! 
Vol. X. Hh hh 


PA 
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Ver. J Gimtr. 
3 Sea: monſters, ev'n by nature taught, 
To ſuckle their own brood, 


Draw out the breaſt to give a draught, - 
And cheriſh them with food; 


But, ah! my people's daughter faint 
Seems ſavage now, no leſs 

Than cruel oliridges that haunt 
The howling wilderneſs. 


4 Lo! to the ſuckling's palate dry, 
Faſt cleaves his wither'd tongue ; 
Breaſts empty can't his thirſt ſupply, 
So dies the tender young : 


The infant wean'd no better ſpeed 
Can make, from door to door, 
He fainting begs a crumb of bread, 
But none have ſo much o'er. 
7 ris. 
5 Ev'n theſe inur'd to dainty meats, 
Who ſumptuouſly had far'd, 
Now wand'ring needy through the fireets, 
The deſolation ſhar'd : 
The rank brought up among the beſt, | 
In ſcarlet beds and dreſs, 
Were glad, in ſearch of food and reſt, 
The dunghills to embrace, 
'\ Vau. 
6 Strokes, for her ſins more heavy lay 
On Zion's daughter's back, 
Than did on Sodom, once a day 
Involv'd in ſudden wrack : 
Wrath did them in a trice conſume, 
Nor were they daily ſlain, 
By human hands; but Zion's doom 
Is found a ling'ring bane. 
7 ZAIN- 


Her Nazarites and ſelect ones 
Were ſplendid once and gay, 

Like high-born ſeparated ſons, 
In pompous rich array : 
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J. More pure than ſnow they were each one, 
More white than milk to fight ; 
In face the ruby red out-ſhone, 
In dreſs the ſapphire bright. 


N Chern. 


$ But now their beauteous viſage ſo 

With blackneſs is o'ergrown, 

More than a coal ; when forth they go 
They're in the ſtreets unknown, 

So cloſe their dry and parched ſkin, 
Unto their bones doth cleave ; 

To wither'd ſticks they claim a kin, 
And ſcarce are faid to live. 


Tru. 


9 Thoſe better are by ſword who die, 
Their life they quickly yield, 
Than theſe whom killing ſtraits deny 
The increaſe of the field: 
For whom fierce famine ſtricken hath, 
In torment ev'ry day, 
Within the jaws of ling'ring death, 
They waſting pine away. 
| Jop. 
10 Fond mothers wonted to careſs, 
And on their young to dote, 
Were forc'd, with their own hands, to dreſs 
The infant for their pot: 


The famine's hot devouring flame 
So rag'd in every ſtreet, 
The prattling babes, alas! became 
Their gaſping mother's meat. 
5 Carn. 


11 The Lord his threaten'd fury great, 
Now thus accompliſh'd hath, 
And pour'd out, at a fearful rate, 

Ihe fierceneſs of his wrath. 
In Zion's midſt he rais'd a flame, 
That o'er the rafters tour'd, 
'Then the foundation's total frame 


The burning fire devour'd. 
Hhhh 2 
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Ver. 
12 


14 


14 


15 


5 LAukEp. 


Kings of the earth, and all that plant 
1 he ſpacious world around, 


Could ne'er have thought this truth to grant, 


Which now too true is found : 


That ever could an adverſe foe, 
Who Salem's pow'r envy'd, 
Her gates invade, and then o'erthrow, 
As now is verify'd. 
DD Men. 


But in the ruin juſtice ſhines ; 
Whence did it chiefly flow? 

Ev'n from her prieſts and prophets ſins, 
Which rip'ned her for wo: 

Through them'in midſt of her was ſhed, 
The blood of prophets juſt, 

And ſaints, at whom in her they bred 
An hatred and diſguſt. 


2 Non. 


With darkneſs blind, with gore defil'd, 
They round the ſtreets did roam, 

Stain'd with the blood of man and child; 
They odious were become : 


A cruel heart, tongue, hand, or eye, 
Each tender fpirit lothes ; 
Such theirs, as ſober men were ſh 
To touch their bloody clothes. 
D SAMECH. 
Their piety ſo feign'd had been, 
In ſcorn the people wh 


«© Depart, depart ; touch not th' unclean ;” 
When off they walk and fly. 


The very heathen them upbraid, 


16 


And packing them away, 
From Salem, be they gone,” they faid, 
For there they ſhall not ſtay.” 
9 PE. 
This carries on, ſaid they, our game; 
The Lord hath giv'n them o'er; 
IIis anger hath divided them; 
He'll not regard them more. 


Book I, 


PA 
Ver 


pax V. The Lamentations of JEREMIAH, 
ſer. Juſt Heav'n thus doom'd their diſregard 


Of ev'ry faithful prieſt ; 
True prophets they nor elders ſpar'd, 
Nor favour'd in the leaſt. 


A. 


17 Now, as for us, amidſt our ſtrait, 
Fail'd have as yet our eyes, 
While we for help and ſuccour wait 
From faithleſs weak allies: 


Our vain and fruitleſs hopes have fled, 
And juſtly us miſgave 

We watched for a nation's aid, 
Unable us to ſave. 

X TZADE. 
18 High batt'ries rais'd above our walls, 

The ſieging foe completes ; 

Their arrows fury on us falls, 
And hunts us off our ftreets : 

Our ſacred and our civil ſtate, 
Is thus to tuin come; 

Our proſperous days are out of date ; 
How near's our diſmal doom ! 


Korn. 


i9 There's no eſcaping when we fly, 

Purſuers ſuch are they, 

Far ſwifter than the eagle's high, 
When flying on their prey : 

If to the mountains high we fled, 
There they purſu'd us ſtraight; 

If to the deſart haſte we made, 
There they for us laid wait. 


1 Resn. 


20 The Lord's anointed, who we thought 


Our life and breath would guard, 


The royal prey, our prince was taught, 


And in their pits inſnar'd: 


Beneath his ſhade we thought to creep, 


And fate mong heathen live: 
But fighting Chrilt, the antitype, 
Vain hopes did us miſgive. 
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Ver. U Suin. 
21 O Edomite! rejoice, exult 
O' er Zion's wrack, but know 
The cup of wrath, for this inſult, 
Its round to thee ſhall go: 


Thou ſhalt be drunk, infatuate, 
Mad in thy projects all, 


Expoſe thyſelf to ſhame and hate, 
And ſtagg ring headlong fall. 


N Tav. 


22 The puniſhment-Heav'n did intend, 

O Zion! for thy ſin; 

Ev'n thy captivity ſhall end, 
When Edom's woes begin. 

He'll now, O Edom ! puniſh thee, 
For all thy wicked deeds, 

Laid ope, to ſhew how juſtly he 
*Gainſt thee in wrath proceeds. 


. 


Zion's pitiful Complaint to Gop in prayer. In which 
ſhe remonſtrates her preſent calamitous State in her 
Captivity, and proteſts her Concern for Gob's 
Sanctuary; with a humble Supplication to, and 
Expoſtulation with Gop for the Returns of Mercy, 


EMEMBER, Lord, what's come on us, 
How haughty foes encroach ; 
Behold our caſe ſo infamous, 
Conſider our reproach. 


2 Our heritage and houſes ceaſe 
Now to be calld our own; 
Strangers and alliens have our leaſe 
Of property o'erthrown. 


3 As helpleſs orphans we're bereav'd, 
And fatherleſs we mourn ; 
Our mothers are as widows griev'd, 
Lamenting o'er the urn. 


4 Water that's free to every frog, 
For money we have drunk ; 
Pay'd dear for ev'ry wooden log, 
So far our rights are ſunk. 


PA 
Ver 


ParTV. The Lamentations of JEREMIAH. 


fer. We on our necks the heavy yoke 


5 Of perſecution bear; 
We toil, 'and have not from the hock 


A reſting day nor year. 
6 With Egypt we were forc'd to ack 
A bargain for our bread ; 
And alſo hands with Aſhur ſhake, 
To fatisfy our need. 
Our fathers ſinn'd, and are no more, 
On earth their grief to vent; 


But of their ſins, as heirs we bore 0 


The daily puniſhment. 
8 Baſe ſlaves have ofer us domineer'd ; 


We drudged at their beck: 5 | 


Yet none have for our help appear tp | 
Their inſolence to check. =] 


9 In peril of our life with pain, „ 
Our bread we daily ſnatch'd; 
For round the city, in the plain, 
The bloody ſword diſpatch'd. 


10 The ſtorm of famine's fierce attack, 
So terrible hath prov'n; | 
Our ſkin was dry'd and parched black, 
In colour like an ov'n. 


11 In Zion, women of chaſte names 
Were raviſh'd and o'erpower'd ; 
In Judah's cities younger dames 
And maidens were devour'd. 
12 Ev'n princes, with their hands in rage, 
Were hang'd up by the neck: 
To elders faces, grave and ſage, 
They yielded no reſpect. 
13 Young men were ſet to grind, and ſtreſs'd 
With work in flaviſh mode; 
And children ſmall, with wood oppreſs'd, 
Fell down beneath the load. 
14 Elders and judges from the gate, 


Now ceaſe to give decrees 
Muſicians young, their lutes tranſlate 


To harps on willow-trees. 
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Ver. Our former ſolemn feſtal mirth 
15 And joy of heart is gone 
Our merry dance is turn'd on earth | 
Into a mourning moan. 


16 The crown is fallen from off our head, 
The royal ſtate and ſway; 
Wo's us for we have ſinn'd indeed, 
And thrown our bliſs away ! 


17 For this our ſin and guilt ſo grim, 
Faint hearts we have and fears; 

For theſe our woes, our eyes are dim, 
And blinded all with tears. | 


18 For Zion mount's fo deſolate, 
That foxes as they pleaſe, 
And crafty foes to church and ſtate, . 
Tread down the ſpot with eaſe. 


19 Juſtly uncroun'd, uncrown'd, we chime ; ; 
But thou, Lord, ſtay'ſt for ay: 
From age to age enthron'd ſublime, 
No changes mar thy ſway. 


20 Lord, wherefore doſt thou us — s 
For ever ſhall it be? 
Why left in this deſerted Nate 
Are we ſo long by thee? 


21 Turn us to thee, Lord, and we ſhall 
Be turn'd into thy mould: 
Renew our'days, reſtore our all, 

And ſave us, as of old. 


22 For wilt thou quite reject us, Lord, 
In wrath to endleſs years? 
Then, where's thy love, thy truth, thy word; 
Let faith ci our _ 


; 


OKI. 


1 


«SCRIPTURE SONGS: 


Pp" RX IE 
POEMS Selected from the Minor Prophets. 


INTRODUCTION. 


The twelve Prophets, whoſe writings compoſe the latter part, and con- 


ſequently complete the cannon of the Old Teſtament, are uſually de · 
nominated the leſſer Prophets : not as if they themſelves were any 
way inferior to the other propbets, or leſs in God's account; or Heir 
writings of leſs authority, importance, and uſeſulneſs, than theſe of 
the greater prophets: but only becauſe they are 1 and leſs 
in Fre than the other. There is the greateſt reaſon te believe, ih 1t 
theſe prophets preached as much as the other; but did not commit 
ſo much of what they delivered to writing : and it is certain they 
were as uſeful in their day, and held in as great reputation as the 
other, although there is not ſo much of their prophecies kept an record, 
and tranſmitted ts poflerity. On this account, their compoſitions 
cannot be ſuppoſed to contain ſo many ſacred odes, or fo much ſer- 
tile matter for divine hymns, as the «ther prophets, whoſe writings 
are vaſtly larger ; yet the following Songs are ſelected fram them. 8. 


i fn. a Mb" | 
Jonan's Prayer out of the Whale's Belly. 


Jonah ii. 1,—9. © Then Jonah prayed unto the 
Lord his God, out of the fiſh's belly, and ſaid,” 


Ver, 1 CRY'D to God the Lord moſt high, 
A . 


When trouble me befel; 
He hear'd, and liften'd to my cry, 
From out the womb of hell. 
3 Thou me into the ſwelling deeps 
Amidſt the ſeas hadſt caſt ; 
Around me floods, and o'er me heaps, 
Of waves and billows paſt. 
4 Quite from thy ſight Pm, caſt, ſaid I, 
And bury'd in the main: 
Yet, to thine holy place mine eye 
Will dare to look again. 
VoL. X. [111 


| 
| 
| 
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Ver. Around me to my very foul Ter, 


The roaring ſeas were ſpread : 
The ſwelling deeps inclos'd me whole; 
The weeds inwrap'd my head. 


6 To bottoms of the mountains down 3 
| Ship'd in the whale's dark womb : 
Earth's bars about me ſeem'd anon 
My everlaſting tomb : 


Yet, Lord, my life thou didſt reſtore 
From rotting death's abode, 
And mad'ſt my grave caſt me aſhore 
O my almighty God. 
7 For when amidſt the rolling waves 
My heart was faint in me, 
I call'd to mind the Lord who ſaves, 
And ſets the captives free : 
Then from my goal my prayer ſent, 
Before thy face appear'd, 
Into thy holy temple went, 
And was in mercy hear'd. 
8 All theſe from their own mercies ſwerve 
Who their own duty ſhun, 
Who lying vanities, obſerve, 
And ſcorn to kiſs the Son. 
9 But I with thankful voice will ſound 
Thy glorious praiſe, abroad ; 
I'll pay my vows aſhore, undrown'd : 
Salvation is of God, 


ba IT i A 
A prayer of HABAKUK the prophet, upon Sigionoth ; 
or, according to the variable fongs or tunes. 
Hab. iii. 2.— 1 9. 


SECT. I. Habakkuk's Prayer. 


2 LW [ have heard thy awful ſpeech, 
| Which ſtruck my heart with fears ; 


Revive thy work, Lord, I beſeech, 
Amidit the woful years ; 


I. NpaRxT VI. From the Minor PROPHETS, 


er. Amidſt the ſeventy years of thrall 
Make known thy faithfulneſs : 
In wrath, though juſt, to mind recall 
Free mercy prone to blels. 


3 [Our fathers in their loweſt ſtate 
Thine arm did fafe uphold ; 
Let hope revive while I relate 
Thy wonders done of old.] 


From Teman came the holy One ; 
God came from Paran hill : 

O'er all the heav'ns his glory ſhone ; 
His praiſe the earth did fill. 


4 His brightneſs pure outſhone the light, 
Beams darted from each fide ; 
And there he pleas'd to ſhew his might, 
Yet more his might to hide. 


5 Before hiin went the peſtilence, 
And burning at his feet; 
Hot plagues went forth in Egypt, thence, 
To guard his folks retreat. 
6 He ſtood and mete the promis'd land : 
He look'd but from above 
Upon the heathen nations grand, 
And them aſunder drove. 


States, that like moveleſs mountains were, 


He ſcatter'd all abroad ; 
Perpetual hills did bow with fear, 
At therebuke of God. 


[ On him may Iſra'l's children place 
Their hope in ev'ry thrall ; | 


Are everlaſting all. 
7 [They're ſtill the ſame to daſh and ſhake 
The force that Zion harms : ] 
Lo! Cuſhan*ent and Midian's quake, 
When God appears in arms ! 


$ Did Heav'n againſt the rivers frown ? 
Did wrath the ſea betide ? 


That thou didſt mount thy horſe, and on 


Salvation's chariot ride ? 
liii 2 


His ways of pow'r, and truth, and grace, 
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Ver. Nay, naked quite thy bow was made, Ve 
As thou didſt ſay and ſwear 
To Iſra'l's tribes, whoſe conqueſt ſpread 
To make thy truth appear. 


With rivers to refreſh thy flocks 
Earth cleft aſunder ſeems : 

Thou turn'dſt the floods to cryſtal rocks, 
The rocks to cryſtal ſtreams, 


10 On ſight of thee did mountains quake, 
The flowing waves palt by ; 
The deeps with noiſy roaring ſpake, 
And hands uphfted high. 


11 Both ſun and moon ſtood (till, and bright 
Within the circling ſpheres, 
To wait thy ſhining arrows flight, 
And ſpeed thy glitt'ring ſpears, 


12 Thou on thy march through Canaan's climes, 
In fury hot like fire, 
Didſt judge the heathen for their crimes, 
And threſh them in thine ire. 


13 Thy march was on thy peoples head, 
To ſave them as thine own ; 
To fave them, and their armies lead 
By thine anointed One. 


Crown'd heads thou from their royal ſeats 
Of wickedneſs didſt wound 

Mad'ſt bare from foot to neck: their ſtates 
Demoliſh'd to the ground. 


14 The villages of Canaan's land 
Shar'd of their cities fate; 
With Ifra'l's ſtaves and arms in hand, 
Thou ſtrackeſt through their pate. 


They like a tempeſt fierce came out 
To ſcatter, drive, and foil: 

They joy'd in hope, by ſacred rout, 
Poor Ifſra'l's tribes to ſpoil. 

15 But thou, to daſh the ſons of pride, 

And Ifral's triumphs crown, 

Traverſing ſeas, didſt conqu'ring ride 
Grcat heaps of waters down. 
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ler. Vet now when threaten'd woes I heard 
16 Would light on Iſra'l's ſons, 
My bowels quak'd ; I greatly fear'd, 
Corruption ſeiz'd my bones. 
With quiv'ring lips at th' awful voice, 
Which did the heart-quake raiſe, 
I trembled, that I might rejoice, 
And reſt in troublous days : 


For when with furious troops the foe 
Comes up, in full career, 

Hell fiercely down the people mow, 
And into pieces tear. 


SecT. Il. The Confidence of his Faith. 


17 [With ſword pale famine will complot ; 
But filence faithleſs fear: 
Although the fig-tree bloſſom not, 
Nor ak on vines appear; 


Though th' olives labour fail aloof, 
Fields yield no meat at all; 

Though flocks be from the folds cut off, 
And cattle from the ſtall : 


Yet in the Lord rejoice I will, 
In ſpite of all ** ; 
The God of my ſalvation {till 
Shall be my hope and joy. 
19 The Lord's my ſtrength, he'tl make my feet 
Like hinds t' out- run my woes; 
He'll make me walk in heights, to ſmite 


And tread upon my foes. 
To the chief finger on my ſtringed inſtruments. 


Sd U No III. 


IsRAE1 excited to ſing Praiſe for their Salvation and 
Reſtoration. Leph. ili. 14,—20, 
14 ZION, ſing! O lira'l, raiſe 
() The ſong with lifted voice! 
O Salem! trebling high the praiſe, 
With all the heart rejoice. 


15 God from thy woes hath ſet thee free, 
Thy foes ſwept to the door: 
The Lord thy King's in midſt of thee, 
Thou ſhalt ſee ill no more, 
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16 


To Salem then it ſhall be ſaid, 
Fear not thy foes attack; 


„To Zion, (for her builders aid) 


« Let not thine hands be ſlack.” 


17 The Lord thy God, in midſt of thee, 


18 


Is mighty to deliver ; ; 
His mighty pow'r exert will he, 
In ſaving thee for ever. 


With joy he will o'er thee rejoice; 
He in his love will reſt : 

His joy ſhall o'er thee with the voice 
Ot ſinging be expreſs'd, 


Of thee are theſe who mourn ſincere 
Th' aſſembly ſolemn gone; 

The load of its reproach who bear 
Il gather them each one. 


19 Lo! then, I will undo and rout 


20 


All that oppreſs'd thee have; 
PI gather her that was driven out, 
And her that halteth fave. 


To my reproached ſaints will I 


Procure both praiſe and fame, 

In ev'ry land, where formerly 
They have been put to ſhame. 

At gath'ring time I'll bring you home, 
'To make you a renown, 

"Mong all that dwell on earth to whom 
You was before unknown. 


"Tis done, when I before your eyes, 
Ev'n 1, (Jchovah ſays,) 
Turn back all your captivities, 
To ſet you for a praiſe. 


Sd 0 N 6 IV. 


The Church exhortcd to ſing and rejoice for the Coming 
of CuxisT, and his peaceable Kingdom. 


Lech. ix. 9,—12. 


Z ION, with glad ſhouts around, 


Meet thy approaching King j 
Lo: with his rightcouſneſs renown'd, 
Salvation comes on wing. 
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parT VI. From the Minor PROPHETS, 621 
ler. Behold his march, in lowly mode, 


Bids earthly grandeur pals ; 
Deſpiſing pomp, the humble God 
Comes riding on an als ! 


10 He'll rule the heathen, not by dread, 
But ſhall, by preaching peace, 
From ſea to ſea his empire ſpread, 
And make rebellion ceaſe. 
11 Lo! by thy cov'nant-ſealing blood 
I'll ſet thy priſoners free 
From out the pit, where nothing good, 
Nor water ſweet can be. 


12 Turn, O ye priſoners of hope, 
To Chriſt the ſtrongeſt hold : 
To-day I'll you inſure a crop 
Of comfort doubly told. 


S O . 86 V. 


The Fountain of Purification opened. 
A paraphraſe on Zech. xiii. 1. 


O OD news to men, ſtill new and freſh, 
While laſts the goſpel day, 
A fountain ſhall be ope to waſh 
Their fin and filth away : 


Wide ope to David's houſe and all 
That dwell on Salem ground ; 

To kings and ſubjects great and ſmall, 
That hear the joyful ſound. 


The ſacred font to waſh our ſtains, 
Is pure and precious blood, 

That iſſued from the dying veins 
Of our incarnate God. 


Lord, waſh me there; this blood alone 
The fountain open'd ſo, 

Hath pow'r ſufficient to atone, 
And make me white as ſnow. 
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S Q::-N 6: v4 
Cur1sT's Sufferings and Glory. 


Zech. xiv. 7. Luke. xxiv. 26. | 


WAKE, faid he, that rules the ſkies, 
My ſword of vengeance great 
Awake and ſmite the man that is 
My fellow, and my mate. 
Soon, therefore, as he took their fleſh, 
To take away our guilt, 
With juſtice? ſtern avenging laſh 
His ſacred blood was ſpilt. 
The waves of forrow, ev'n to death, 
Did o'er his boſom roll; ; 
And mountains of almighty wrath 
Lay heavy on his ſoul. 
But, O! the wiſdom, mercy, grace, 
That join'd with vengeance now! 
He dies, to fave our guilty race, 
And yet he riſes too! 7 
A perſon ſo divine was he, 
Who yielded to be ſlain, 
That he could give his life away, 
And take his life again. 
He, for the crown of thorns and ſhame, 
Now wears a crown of glore: 
Hell trembles at his awful name, 
And all the heav'ns adore. 


The Exp of the OL D- TESTAMENT SONGS. 
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oe II. 


NI wW-TrsTAMENT Sox os; or, Songs upon ſe- 
veral Select Paſſages in the New Teſtament. 


e 
POEMS ſelected from the Four Evangeliſts. 


Though the Pſalms of David are truly excellent and ſublime, contain- 
ing the moſt ſuitable matter for praiſe and adoration, being the moſt 
ſpiritual, devotional, and divine collection of poeſy extent; and 
nothing can be compoſed more proper to raiſe a pious ſoul ta hea+ 
ven, and waſt it, as it were, to the very ſuburbs of glory, than 
ſome parts of that bouk : yet there are many paſſages in it peculi- 
arly adapted to the Old teſtament diſpenſation, of carnal rites and 
ceremonies; and, on that account, cannot be ſuppsſed to be [o per- 
ſpicuouſly clear and full of the grace and Spirit of the goſpel. The 
conſideration hereof hath induced many devout and piouſly-diſpoſed 
perſons ardently and ſincerely wiſh that our Psatmopy were in- 
larged ; not only by adding ſome other Scriptural Songs ut of the 
Old Teſtament, but particularly by ſelecting a number from the 
New. 

The New Teſtament is that portion of ſacred writ which doth moſt 
plainly teſtify of Chriſt ; and in which the goſpel of the grace of God 
bringing ſalvation to ſinners, doth ſhine moſt clearly. The tour 

Evangeliſts contain the hiſtory of our bleſſed Redeemer : and it 
was neceſſary the doctrine of Chriſt ſhould be interwoven with, and 
Founded upon the narrative of bis birth, life, miracles, death, and 
reſurredtion, As there is no part of ſcripture more requiſite for 
us to be acquainted with ; ſo there is none that the generality of 
Chriſtians are more delighted with : in regard, it not only yiclds 
them ſo much agreeable matter of inſtructian and meditation, pro- 
fit and pleaſure, but of praiſe alſo ; for therein we find ſeveral 
divine ſongs, and very ſuitable malter for divine bymns : and ſa, 


from the evangeliſts, the fallauing ſungs are ſelected. 8. 


8 01 708: & 
; A Prefatory Poem on the BAB E in the Manger. 
Luke ii. 7, — 16. 
L. HOLD! a neu- born tender Babe, 
In treezy winter night, 
In homely manger trembling lies; 


Alas! a piteous fight! 
VoL. X, KK k K 
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The inns are full; no man will yield 
This little gueſt a bed; 

But forc'd he is, with filly beaſts, 
In crib to ſhrowd his head. 


Deſpiſe him not for lying there; 
Firſt, what he is, enquire; 

An orient pearl has oft been found, 
Ev'n in a dirty mire. 

Weigh not his crib, his wooden diſh, 
Nor beaſts that by him feed; 

Weigh not his mother's poor attire, 
Nor Joſeph's ſimple weed. 


'This ſtable is a Prince's court ; 
The crib his chair of ſtate ; 

The beaſts are parcels of his pomp, 
The wooden diſh his plate. 


'The perſons in the poor attire, 
Bis royal liv'ry wear; 
The Prince himſelf is come from heav'n, 
His pomp is prized there. 
Let angels ſing; let ſhepherds joy; 
Let ſages from afar, 
By ſtarry light directed here, 
Adore the nobler Star. 


Let all that bears the Chriſtian name, 
Do homage to their King; 

And highly praiſe his humble pomp, 
Which he from heav'n did bring. 


The ſun that gilds the higheſt orb, 
The Ruler of the ſkies, 

Whoſe rays are under rags eclips'd, 
Within the manger lies. 


The heav'ns at all their light may bluſh ; 
The earth at all her pride; 

Her potentates their ſparkling crowns, 
And trains may lay aſide. 


Of all their golden pompous rohes 
Aſham'd her princes be, 

When God's poor cottage on the earth 
His clouts and crew they ſee, 


P. 


Te 


[l, 


pax I. From the Four EvANGELISTS. 


ler. Behold all glorious things below, 
Their glory now deſpiſe; 
Since God moſt high does earth's contempt, 
More than her glory, prize. 


S 0 0 1 
4 
The Eight Beatitudes. Matth. v. 3,— 12. 


z LESS'D are they who in ſpirit poor, 
Are drain'd of ſelf-conceit ; 
To them in Jeſus is made ſure 
Heav'n's kingdom, rich and great. 
4 Bleſs'd are the mourners now for fin, 
Who ſow by faith in tears ; 
Their reaping time of joy within 
Shall be to endleſs years. 
Bleſs'd are the meek, whoſe humble mind 
Of Jeſus? ſpirit ſhares ; 
The earth with heav'n ſhall be aſſign'd 
To them as proper heirs. 


6 Bleſs'd are the ſouls that hunger much, 
And thirlt for righteouſneſs; 
A feaſt ſhall be prepar'd for ſuch, 
A fill of heav'nly bliſs. 
7 Bleſs'd are the merciful to man; 
Though God them nothing owe, 
Yet mercy more they ſhall obtain, 
The more they mercy ſhow. 


$ Bleſs'd are the pure in heart and way 
Through God's renewing grace; 
For none but ſuch ſhall ſhare for ay 
The viſion of his face. 


9 Bleſs'd are peace-makers kind, that aim 
To make all ſtrife to ceaſe; 
They ſhall be nominate with fame, 
Sons of the God of peace. 


10 Bleſs'd are they who, for Jeſus' ſake, 
[1 Bear ſhame, reproach, and pain: 
12 They ſhall with glorious joy, partake 
Of his triumphant reign, 
KKK K 2 
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Per. ; 
8 O N ML 
The Loxp's Prayer. Matth. vi. 9,—13. 


UR Father, on thy heav'nly throne, 
Thy great name hallowed be: 
10 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
On earth, ev'n as on high. 


11 Give us our daily bread, and bleſs 
What meaſure thou doſt ſend ; 

12 Forgive our fins, as we, through grace, 
Do theſe that us offend. 

13 Into temptation lead us not, 
Nor ſuffer us to ſtray ; 

But graciouſly our good, promote, 

From evil guard our way. 


For thine's the kingdom; pow'r, to thee, 
And glory, do pertain 
As from and to eternity 


They did, and ſhall. Amen, 


S O N G IV. 


CRISsT's Addreſs to God: Or, the ſovereignty 9 
Grace's Benefits, in CHRISsT's Thankſgiving 10 
the FATHER. Matth. xi. 25, 26, Luke x. 21. 


HE man of forrows, Jeſus Chriſt, 
A mourner all his days, 
Yet once, in ſpirit glad, addreſs'd 
To God this ſong of praiſe: 


O Father, Lord of heav'n and earth, 
Whoſe right it 1s withal, 

To doom the rebel man to death, 
Or raiſe him from his fall. 


I thank thee, that Heav'n's myſteries, 
To babes thou ſhoweſt bright, 

While from the learn'd and worldly wiſe, 
Thou hides the ſaving fight. 

From men of prudence, and of pride, 
Theſe things thou haſt conceal'd, 

Which to thy weak and ſimple bride, 
Thou plainly haſt reveald. 
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Ev'n ſo, dear Father, ſince thy will 
Ordain'd it to be ſo; 

For down the proud thou lov'ſt to pull, 
And lay the haughty low. 


Thou dealing thus doſt ſov'reignly 
Thy great decrees fulfil ; 

Chooſe ſome to life, while others die; 
Yet thou art righteous ſtill, 


Shall mortals grumble ? ſhall a ruſh 
Imagine God unjuſt ? 

Who ſoon, as he can make, can cruſh 
A thouſand worlds to duſt, 


O teach men, not thy deep decree, 
But written will to trace ; 

And in thy Son to come and fee 
The wonders of thy grace. ] 


6s 1. M4 V. 


CnrrsT*s Addreſs toMan : or, his Invitation to Sinners, 
Mat. xi. 27, 29. Luke x. 22. John iii. 35, 36. 


HE Father loves me, and has giv'n 


| All things into my hand ; 


All ſov'reign pow'r in earth and heav'n, 
To order and command. 

None but the Father knows the Son, 
None but the Son him ſee ; 

And only right the Father's known 
In, by, and thorough me. 


For, lo! I'm ſeal'd and ſet apart 
A Prophet to diſplay 

The ſecrets of my Father's heart 
And boſom, where I lay. 


Come then, each lab'ring weary ſoul, 
With ſin or ſorrow preſt; 

On me, by faith, your burdens roll, 
And I will give you reſt. 

Take on my yoke, and learn of me, 
For lowly is my mind, 

And meek to teach you : thus ſhall ye 
Soul- reſt and quiet find. = 
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Ver. My yoke is eaſy to the neck 
That does it kindly *brace ; 

My burden's light, even to the weak, 
Through my ſupporting grace. 


8-0 N66 VI. 
The Song of Mary, Luke i. 46,—55. 


46 Y ſoul doth magnify the Lord, 
And high his praiſe elate : 
47 My ſpirit is with gladneſs ſtor'd, 
In God my Saviour great. 
48 For to his hand-maid's ſtation mean, 
He hath regard expreſs'd ; 
And, lo! all ages yet unſeen, 
Shall henceforth call me bleſs'd. 


49 For he that is the mighty One, 
Hath done great things to me: 
Moſt holy is his name alone, 
And ſtill ador'd ſhall be. 


zo To them that fear him, and embrace 
The truth that cannot fail 
His mercy is from race to race, 
Tranſmitted by entail. 


51 Strength with his arm God has diſplay'd : 
The proud he did confound ; 
Their projects to their hurt he made, 
And to his praiſe redound. 


52 The great and mighty from their thrones, 
Soon hurry down did he: 
But highly rais'd the humble ones, 
That were of low degree. | 
53 The hungry with good things he fed, 
And fill'd to their content; | 
Whereas the rich and full beſtead 
Away he empty ſent. 
54 He to his ſervant Iſra'l kind, 
Did give his helping hand, 
And call'd his ancient love to mind, 
Recorded in his hand: 


* 
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her. Which to our father's race of old, 
55 He did by oath ſecure, 
To Abr'am and his ſeed enroll'd, 
For ever to endure. 


Long lay in his eternal breaſt 
The promiſe of his Son: 
In thee ſhall nations all be bleſe d X, 
Was ſaid, and ſhall be done. 


S ON G VII. 
The Song of LACHARIAS. Luke i. 68,—79. 
SECT. I. Reſpedling CyRisT, 


68 LESS'D be Jehovah, Iſra'l's God, 
Who now himſelf has come, 
'To viſit and redeem his folk 
From fin and flaviſh doom, 


69 He in his ſervant David's houſe, 
Has rais'd, of David's line, 
An horn of ſafety ſure for us, 
And full of pow'r divine: 


70 As ſpake his holy ſeers of old; 
Who, ſince the world began, 
Have all, from time to time, foretold, 
How God would viſit man. 


71 That we ſhould ſafe from haters hands, 
And heavy bondage be: 
Much worſe than Roman yokes and bands, 
From fin and Satan free. 


72 To grant the mercy promiſed, 
And prove his promiſe true, 
Of old to our anceſtors made, 
To us made out in view. 


73 The deſtin'd bliſs, the plighted truth, 
To his remembrance came, 
The holy cov nant, ſcal'd by oath, 
And ſworn to Abraham. 


74 That we, deliver'd from their hand, 
Who hatred to us bear, 
In love might ſerve him at command, 
And without flaviſh fear: 


Gen. Xii, 3. 
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Ver. Might through his grant of promis'd grace, 
75 This loving ſervice give, 
In holineſs, and righteouſneſs, 
Before him, while we live. 


SECT. H. 


Reſpecting Fohn the Baptiſt, his office and work. 
76 And thou, child, ſhalt be call'd anon, 
(Into Elias? place,) 
The Prophet of the higheſt One, 
To go betore his face. 


77 The herald to prepare his way, 
And make ſalvation known: 
The Lamb that takes our ſin away, 
The victim ſhall be ſhown. 


He ſhouts, © Behold! the object bleſs'd, 
«© The Lamb of God on wing, 

«© To fave, by purchaſe, as a Prieſt ; 
& By conqueſt, as a King f. 

« He comes that's mightier than I; 
&« PFIl never claim his dues; 


«© Nay, I'm unworthy to untie 
The latchet of his ſhoes *.“ 


78 Our God in tender mercy nigh, 
Who firſt did light command, 
Has, by the day-ſpring from on high, 
___ Thus viſited our land. 
79 Clear to enlighten theſe that fit 
In darkeſt ſhades of death ; 
And ſtreight, to guide our wand'ring feet, 
In grace's peaceful path. 


S N 4 VIII. 


CHalsr's Nativity celebrated: or, the firſt god 
News of our $aviouk's Birth, by an Angel, to tit 
Shepherds in BETHLEHEM ; together with the Sen 
of a numerous Company of Angels thereupon. 

| Luke li. 8,—-14. 
8 HILE ſhepherds watch'd, in Bethle'm' 
9 An angel bright appear'd ; field, 
Heav'n's glory round them was reveal'd, 
At which they greatly fear'd: 
+ John i. 29, 36. Matth. iii. 11. 
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Ver. Fear not at all, ſaid he; for, lo! 
10 I bring, with ſweet ſolace, 
Good tidings of great joy to you, 
And all the human race. 
i1 To you is born this day and date, 
In David's little town, 
A Saviour, the Meſſiah great, 
The Lord of high renown. 


12 And this to you ſhall be the ſign, 
You'll find the babe array'd, 
And wrapt in ſwaddling cloths, but mean, 
And in a manger laid. 
13 Straightway with th' angel join'd aloud 
A num'rous ſhining throng. 
Of heav'nly harpers, praiſing God 
In this melodious ſong. 
14 All glory, in the higheſt heav'ns, 
To God be render'd (till ; 
«© For peace on earth benignly giv'n, 
And towards men good, will. 


3 IX. 


The Song of StMEON, having the Babe, Ixsus, 
in his Arms. Luke li. 29,32. 


29 O W, let thy favour'd ſervant, Lord, 
In peace depart and die, 


According to thy gracious word, 
Accompliſh'd faithfully: 


30 For thy ſalvation, with mine eyes. 
I ſee. The viſion charms ! 
My ſoul the fear of death defies 
| When Chriſt is in my arms. 
pord 31 This long-expected bliſs diſplay'd, 
Before the peoples face ; 
Jong Still a-preparing while delay'd, 
Now ſhows thy truth and grace, 
32 This is the light of life we view, 
ms Jo lighten Gentile lands: 
eld, Thy people Iſra'l's glory too, 
To break their flaviſh bands. 
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Ss O N X. Jet 


CurisT's Preaching, Office, and Commiſſion. 
Luke iv. 16,—23. Iſa. Ixi. 1,—4. 


HE text was ſweet which Jeſus took, 
The doctrine, Come and ſee 

This ſcripture, in the ſacred book, 

To-day fulfill'd in me: 
On me the Sp'cit divine is ſhed, 
Andinting me to preach 
To poor and needy, tidings glad, 

And meek'ned ſouls to teach. 
I'm come no friend to fin, but yet 

The ſinner's friend to be: | 
Captives at liberty to ſet, 14 

And Satan's ſlaves to free: | 
From clouds of fin that ſouls benight, 

To clear the dark'ned mind; 1 
And with the rays of ſaving light 

Illuminate the blind; 


I'm ſent to heal the broken heart, 


The bleeding ſoul to cure, , 
Treaſures to bankrupts to impart, 

And riches to the poor, 
To make a proclamation free 

Of pardon, grace, and peace, 11 


The Lord Jehovah's jubilee, 


His year of ſweat releaſe. 


His day of vengeance to declare 
On authors of annoy : 
That Zion's mourners all may ſhare 


Of Zion's peace and joy. ' 
For aſhes he'll with beauty dreſs ; 
For grief with joy anoint 


And for the ſp'rit of heavineſs, 
The robe of praiſe appoint. 


That trees of righteouſneſs might be 

Their proper name deſcry'd, ; 
The planting of the Lord, that he | 

May thus be glorify'd. ; 


pak T I. From the Four EvANGELISTS, 


ler. Such was the doctrine of ſolace 
That Jeſus did impart; 
Such were his powerful words of grace 
To captivate the heart. 


Welcome the preacher great, that comes 
For all theſe happy ends; 

This office juſtly he aſſumes, 
Whom God the Father ſends. 


S 0 N XI. 


The returning Prodigal. Luke xv. 13,24, 


13 HE rebel fon, whoſe luſt and wine, 
1415 Did all his fortune waſte, 
16 Lo! how he ſought among the ſwine 
The empty huſks to taſte. 


17 But, coming to himſelf, he cries, 
Ah! where's my dainty cheer ! 
My father's houſe hath full ſupplies ; 
I die with hunger here. 


18 Ill go, and mournfully confeſs 
'The evil I have done, 
19 And plead his pity in diſtreſs, 
On an unworthy ſon, 
20 This ſaid, he came, with ſpeed and care, 
To ſeek his father's love; 
The father ſaw him from afar, 
And all his bowels move. 


He ran, and fell upon his neck, 
Kiſs'd and embrac'd his ſon: 
21 Father, ſaid he, I feel a check 
For follies I have done. | 


22 The joyful father ſaid, Bring forth, 
For him the beſt array; 
The diamond ring of greateſt worth, 
And throw his rags away. 
23 A day of feaſting I ordain; 
Let joy and mirth abound; _ 
24 My ſon was dead, and lives again; 
Was loſt, and now is found, 
LIII 2 


634 SCRIPTURE SONGS, Book II. p. 


6 XII. 


The Goſpel Feaſt, and the Price of it. 
Luke xvi. 16,—24. 1 Pet. iii. 18. 


H Y goſpel-table's furniſh*d, Lord, 
With plenty from above; 
The fruits of life o'erſpread the board, 
The cup o'erflows with love. 


Thy antient family, the Jews, 
Was firſt call'd to the feaſt ; 

We Gentiles take what they refuſe, 
And glad the banquet taſte. 


We are the poor, the blind, the lame, 
Made up of wounds and wants; 

But at thy call, we come to claim 
Supplies thy mercy grants. 


What ſhall we pay th' eternal Son, 
That left his high abode, _ 

And to this wretched earth came down, 

To bring us back to God ? 


To fave our fouls, and buy our lives, 
It colt him ev'n his own: 

He bought the unknown joys he gives 
With agonies unknown, 

Our endleſs love to him 1s due, 
That ranſom'd ſinners loſt, 

And pity'd rebels, though he knew 
What pains his love would coſt, 
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The Deity and Humanity of CurisT ; or, The Gob-MAx. 


John i. 1, 3, 14. Col. i. 16. Eph. iii. 9, 10. 


EF ORE the heav'ns were ſpread abroad, 
Was the eternal Word : 
With God he was; the Word was God, 
And is as God ador'd. 


By his own pow'r all things were made; 
By him upheld they ſtand : 

He is the whole creation's head; 
Hath th' angels at command. 


I, 


PART I. From the Four EyANGEL18TS. 


Ere fin was hatch'd, or Satan fell: 
He rul'd the morning ſtars. 

[His generation who can tell, 
Or his unnumber'd years? ] 


Yet, lo! he leaves theſe heav'nly forms, 
Deſcends and dwells in clay; 


That he may converſe hold with worms, 
Dreſs'd in ſuch fleſh as they. 


Mortals, with joy, behold his face, 
The eternal Father's Son, 

When full of truth, and full of grace, 
Thro' fleſh the Godhead ſhone. 


Arch-angels leave their high abode, 
To learn their loves, and tell 
The glories of th' Incarnate God, 
Our great Immanuel. 


5 O N G XIV. 
Believers ſaved, Unbelievers damned. 


John iii. 16, 17, 18. Mark xvi. 15, 16. 


OD. lov'd the world of mankind ſo, 
He ſent his only Son, 
To ſave them all from fin and wo, 
Who truſt in him alone. 


Not to condemn the ſons of men, 
The Son of God was ſent ; 

No weapons in his hand were ſeen, 
No warlike inſtrument. 


But by his word of grace he wins 
Their hearts who hear him tell, 
He's ſent to take away their fins, 
And fave their ſouls from hell. 

His lips have grace into them pour'd ; 
His hands the bleſſing give: 

If ſinners then embrace his word, 

They hall for ever live. 


Believers happy are proclaim'd, 
Whom Goſpel-tidings draw; 
But unbclievers are condemn'd 

Already by the law; 
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Ver. Yea, double vengeance on them lies 
Who 'gainſt the light rebel; 
Who God's eternal Son deſpiſe, 
Shall have the hotteſt hell. 


W XV. 


Cux1sT preſent to Faith upon the Gaſpel- Table and in 
the ſacramental Supper. John vi. 35, Luke xxii, 19, 


ESUS is gone above the ſkies, 
Where now we ſee him not; 
And carnal objects court our eyes, 
To thruſt him from our thought. 


He knows what wand'ring hearts we have, 
Forgetful of his face; 

And to refreſh our minds he gave 
Memorials of his grace. 

He oft the goſpel-table ſpreads 
With his own fleſh and blood; 

Faith on the rich proviſion feeds, 
And taſtes the love of God. 


While he is abſent from our ſight, 
*T is to prepare a place, 

Where we may dwell in heav'nly light, 
For ever, near his face. | 


S O N G VVI. | 
CurisT the Way. John xvi. 1,---6, 


1 E T not your hearts within you grieve, 
2 Nor greatly troubled be; 
Ye truſt in God, ev'n ſo believe, 
In, by, and thorough me. 


2 Home to my Father's houſe I go, 
Where many manſions are 
Of bliſs; and if, it were not ſo, 
I would have told you fair, 


3 I go before, and in your name 
Prepare a place for you ; 
Il come again, and where I am 
There take you with me too. 


4 
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4 Thus where I'm bound you know ; and may 
Well underſtand the road ; 

6 For I'm the true and living way, 
By which you come to God. 


S O N G XVII. | 

CurisT's Miracles, wrought by him, to prove his 

| Godhead and divine Miſſion. 
| Recorded by Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 
HE miracles divine of old, 
Wrought to confirm the law, 

Were ſuch, as all who did behold 
Were ſtruck with dread and awe: 


Witneſs the ſigns in Egypt ſhown, 
That men with terror fill'd; 

Deſtructive plagues, nay, wrath unknown, 
That man and cattle kill'd. * 


But now the wonders Jeſus wrought, 
To ſhow that from above 

His peaceful embaſly was brought, 
Are miracles of love. 


Moſes turn'd water firſt to blood, 
Of dreadful ſcenes a ſign: 
Mir, But Chriſt, intending ſinners good 
i Turn'd water into wine, 


2 He, doing good, went up and down, 
And carry'd, as he paſt, 
His heav'nly gifts from town to town, 
And round him bleſſings caſt, 


To win th' obdurate Jews in vain 
With profer'd bleſs he ſtrove : 
His future glories they diſdain, 

And ſlight his Father's love. 


If worldly pomp without annoy, 
And empire he had giv'n; 
Twas that they wanted to enjoy, 
And not his- unſeen heav'n. 
Yet with good - will, in every place, 
Salvation he reveal'd ; 
3 Dark minds enlighren'd by his grace; 
4 Diſcaſed bodies heal'd. 


* Sce Exodus vii, viii. ix, x, and xii, chapters, 


638 SCRIPTURE SONGS, Boo ll. P 


Mir. Impetuous winds were by him ſlack'd, Mi 

And waves his will obey'd & 

The ſtormy tempeſts, by him check'd, 
Aſide their fury laid, 

He made the raging ocean plain 4 
And ſmooth at his command, 

6 And walked on the liquid main, 

As on the ſolid land. 


7 He, with a word, did cure the lame, 
8 And quickly heal the ſick; 
9 10 The lepers cleanſe, reſtore the maim; 
11 And made the dumb to ſpeak. 


12 He dzmons diſpoſſeſs'd, who knew 

This heav'nly ſtranger's pow'rs : 
They from his awful preſence flew 

Affrighted to their bow'rs. 

13 He to the blind gave open eyes, 
To ſee the light that ſhone: 

14 He bad the mould'ring dead ariſe, 
And dead aroſe anon. 


15 He fed the multitudes when faint, 
With new-created meat ; 
And faſter did the food augment 
Than all the croud could eat. 


His care that diſtributed doles, 
To do their bodies good, 
16 Was more in feeding precious ſouls 
With everlaſting food. 


To feed with manna from above 
Was chiefly his employ ; 

His royal-fare, a feaſt of love, 
Of pardon, peace, and joy. 
His miracles corporeal | 

Were but his pawns, in place 
Of miracles ſpiritual, 
And pledges of his grace, 
17 With majeſty he ſpoke, whom all 
His audience did adore ; 
No man, (they did aloud propale,) 
E'er ſpoke like him before. 
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Mir. The crew, whoſe ſwords did him ſurround, 
18 He could have cruſh'd to death, 
With equal eaſe as to the ground 
He threw them with his breath. 


19 But ev'n among the bloody band 
That ſeiz'd him did appear 
His loving heart, his healing hand, 
Reſtoring Malchus' ear. 


20 What was in man he fully knew ; 
The heart of friends and foes 
He ſearch'd, and pictur'd in their view 
The thoughts he would diſcloſe. 


21 He ſhew'd Nathanael's heart, and ſaid, 
« Ere philip called thee, 
I ſaw thee underneath the ſhade, 
The leaves of yonder tree; 


&« I all thy holy motions ſpy'd, 
In yon retir'd abode : 

On which, Nathanael, “Rabbi, cry'd, 
Thou art the Son of God.” 


22 He to th' amaz'd Samaritan, 
Her wicked life reveal'd, 


Which from the view of mortal man 
She thought had been conceal'd. 


Hence, „O come ſee a man, ſhe ſaid, 
With perfect knowledge bleſs'd; 

« He told me all that e'er I did; 
And is not this the Chriſt?“ 


23 When Judas baſe had but his vile 
And wicked ſcheme deſign'd; 
Then Jeſus told him all the guile 
And treaſon of his mind. 
What lives and lies within the deep 
Lay open to his view. 
24 Who bad the fiſh the tribute keep 
Till fought as Cæſar's due. 


When nought in fiſhing caught had been 
By toilers all the night; 
25 He caus'd the ſinny tribe conveen, 
And fill their net on ſight. 
Vol. X. Mmmm 
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Mir, Nor were his mighty works confin'd, 


To ſelect friends he choſe, 
But, like his love to human kind, 
Laid open to his foes. 


No hidden corner Jeſus ſought, 
Like forgers baſe of lies, 

But in the light his wonders wrought, 
Betore a thouſand eyes, 


Nor were his miracles of love 
Wrought in a ſcanty way ; 

He prov'd his miſſion from above 
By wonders ev'ry day. 


Bright at his birth the comet blaz'd, 
That ſtraight the wiſe-men led : 
Dark, at his death, the ſun amaz'd 

With bluſhes vail'd its head. 


Ot heav'n and earth the Rector bleſs'd, 


Did thus, in ſignals giv'n, 
His miracles on earth atteſt, 
By miracles in heav'n. 


SCRIPIURE. SONGS. 


PAM IT IT. 


POEMS ſelected out of the Apoſolical Epiſtles. 


INTRODUCTION, 


A; the Four EvAnGELISTS Jay down the foundation of cur holy re- 
ligion, in the hiſtory and /ife of our bleſſed Saviour, its great 
5 67mg ſo the ArosToLICar, ErisTLEs oper up the myitery of 
his death and reſurrectian. The Four Goſpels ſhow us how the 
foundation of the Chriſtian church was laid: the Aci. of the A. 
paſtles point out how the ſuperſtructure began to be raiſed, both a- 
mong ft Fews and Gentiles: and the Apoſtalical Epiſtles contain a 
clear and compendious ſyſtem of the great and important daerines 
of the goſpel, in order to edify, comfort, and build up the church. 
The apoſtles were endowed with a wonderſul effuſion of the Holy 
Spirit, and were under his infallible influence and guidance, both 
in preaching the goſpel, and writing their Epiſtles ; and all of 
them declare, that what they wrote was from Cod and they be- 
ing all men of undoubted probity, we may well credit them on this 
aint, The ſundamentat articles of the Chriſtian faith, being more 
fully diſcuſſed in theſe Epiſtles than elſewhere, tend mightily to 
influence practical godlineſs, out of a principle of divine love, a 
good conſcience, and faith unſeigned; and 44% to produce evan» 
gelical obedience. 
lt is none of the leaſt deſigns of the Chriſtian inſtitutes to excite men 
unto, and engage them in, all the inflances and acts of fincer? 
love, and fervent devotion towards Cod: and accordingly we find 
in them abundance of very ſuitable matter both for inſtruction, me- 
ditation, prayer, and praiſe, When the different Epiflles ar: 
carefully looked into, and examined with any degree of attention, 
we find there are interſperſed many divine 94:s and ſacred dax- 
_— and theſe lay a foundation for ſælecting the FRY 
ongs, ” 


S... A... M0 J. 
Ruin by Sin, Relief by CaxisT. Rom. v. 12, 21. 


Fer, UR two firſt parents happy ſtood, 
Till ſoon as fin had place; 
They loſt their garden, and their God, 
And kill'd their unborn race. 


Thus ſprung the plague from Adam's bow'r, 
And ruin ſpread abroad ; 
O curſed ſin! that in one hour, 
Spoil'd fix days work of God. 
M mmm 2 
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Ver. Tremble, O ſinner! mourn for grief, 
That ſuch a foe's within: 
Fly, fly, to Chriſt for quick relief, 
And let him kill your ſin. 


00 II. 


The Believer's Security in Cxis : or, the Ground if 
Faith's Aſſurance about the Believer's unchange- 
able happy State. Rom. vill. 33---39. } 


33 H © ſhall to th' eleQ's charge ought lay, 
. Since God hath juſtify'd? 

34 Who ſhall condemn by any way, 

| Since Chriſt the Surety died ? 


Who can adjudge their ſouls to hell, 
Since he, who in their ſtead 


Has ſuffer'd, ſeal'd their bliſs ſo well, 
By riſing from the dead? 


Yea, now he hives and ſits above, 
Still interceding there. 
35 What can divide us from his love, 
Or tempt us to deſpair ? 


Shall perſecution, or diſtreſs, 
A ſeparation make ? 

Shall famine, ſword, or nakedneſs, 
Love's bond aſunder break? 


37 Nay, lo! in all theſe things our Shield, 
Our Lover goes before, 
To make us ev'n upon the field 
Both conquerors, and more. 


38 Pm ſure no death nor life of ours, 
Nor angels troubleſome ; 
Nor principalities, nor pow'rs, 
Things preſent, nor to come ; 
39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any mode 
Of creatures might beſide, 
Can ſeparate our ſouls from God, 
Nor from his love divide. 


IIis love is fix'd in Jeſus ſo, 
Where we have ſuch a part, 

Not all that earth and hell can do 
Shall pluck us from his heart. 


P. 


II, 
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S8 ON 6 III. 


The unſearthable Depth of divine Wiſdom and Sove- 
reignty, in the Rejection of the Jews and the Cal- 
ling of the GENTILESs. Rom. xi. 33,—36. 


Ver. DEPTH of wiſdom, riches rare 
33 Of grace and mercy free ! 
[That Gentile nations now ſhould ſhare 
The Jews felicity: 
And that till Jews, through grace, repent, 
Their preſent diſmal fall, 
Should thus be made ſubſervient 
To Gentiles happy call! ] 
O depth of riches all divine! 
O fathomleſs abyſs! 
Wiſdom and knowledge here combine, 
God's work alone 1s this, 


How ſearchleſs are his judgments juſt ! 
How traceleſs are his ways! 

[ With ſweet and awful wonder muſt 
Both men and angels gaze. ] 


34 For, who hath known Jehovah's mind ? 

What angel or what man, 

With him in privy council join'd 
Their help to form the plan! 

35 Or, who hath e'er oblig'd him yet, 

By gifts and dare upbraid, 

As having on him claims of debt 
And favours unrepaid? 


36 For all things of him as the ſource, 
And through him as the guide, 
And to him as the end, by courſe, 
Still are, and ſhall abide. | 


To whom for ſtores of grace fo free, 
Dealt in a ſov'reign way, 

And praiſe and glory render'd be 
From henceforth and for ay. 
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The Apoſtle Paur's Doxology for the Revelation if 


CuxlIsT by the Goſpel: or, a Song of Praiſe to the 
Power and Wiſdom of Gop. Rom. xvi. 25, 26, 27, 


Ver. HE power and wiſdom of our God, 
25 Becomes our praiſes well ; 
For theſe to ſave us did explode 
The pow'r and wit of hell. 


Now to the God of Pow'r that can 
Confirm and ſtabliſh you, 

According to the goſpel-plan, 

_  Expos'd to open view: 

Chriſt preached, making light to ſhine, 
That clearly ſhows to man, 

The myſtery of grace divine, 
Kept hid fince time began: 

26 But now by ſcripture lamps in hand, 

Made manifeſt abroad; 

And publiſh'd by expreſs command 
Of the eternal God: 


T hat nations all may know and trace 
The new and living path, 

By yielding to the word of grace, 
Th' obedience of faith. 


27 To God the only wiſe alone 
Be praiſe and glory then, 
Through Jeſus, his anointed one, 
For evermore, Amen. 


8 01 920-5} 
The Glory of GoD in CHRISõS r. 


1 Cor. i. 24, Pſal. Ixxxv. 10. 


A L L nature ſpreads with open blaze, 
Her Maker's name broad ; 

And ev'ry work of his diſplays 
The pow'r and ſkill of God. 


But in the grace that reſcu'd man, 
His brightelt glory ſhines ; 

Here, on-the croſs tis faireſt drawn, 

In precious bloody lines, 


PAR 
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Here his whole name appears complete; 
And who can gueſs or prove, 

Which of the letters beſt are writ, 
The wiſdom, pow'r, or love? 


Juſtice and mercy, truth and grace, 
In all their ſweeteſt charms, 

Here meet, and join'd their kind embrace, 
With everlaſting arms. 


ae e 
Cuxisr's Fourfold Name, ſuited to the Sinner*s Need. 
1 Cor. i. 30. 


OD's knowledge, favour, image, bliſs, 
Men by the fall have loſt 
But Jeſus the reſtorer is 
Of all theſe, to his coſt. 


Sad evils poſitive with all 

Our loſs of God attend; 

Great ignorance, guilt, filth, and thrall, 
Which he alone can mend. 


His name hath attributes engrav'd, 
Moſt curiouſly within, 

By which we may be fully ſav'd 
From ev'ry ill in fin. 


Of God he is made wiſdom meet 
Sin's folly to expoſe: 
Made alſo righteouſneſs complete, 
Sin's chain of guilt to looſe : 


Sanctification, down to caſt 
Sin's reigning, ſtaining pow'r: 
Redemption full that ſhall at laft 

Its bitter brood devour. 


How dark and heavy is the night 
That hangs upon our eyes, 

Till Chriſt, our wiſdom and our light, 
Doth o'er our ſouls ariſe? 


Our guilty ſpirits are afraid 
To mec<t the wrath of Heav'n, 
Till, in his righteouſneſs array'd, 
We ſee ourfins forgiv'n. 
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Ver, Our hearts and ways are vile, till he, 2 
Who holineſs commands, 
Our whole ſanctification be, 
To waſh our hearts and hands. 


The pow'rs of hell our ſouls enchain, 
Till our redemption come, 

And, lawful captives to regain, 
His conqu'ring pow'r aſſume. 

In God alone lies all our bliſs; 
The bliſs in Chriſt is ſtor'd, 

That we may ſhare of what he is, 
By likeneſs to our Lord. 


He is what God alone can be, 
And all that can be giv'n; 

Wiſe, righteous, holy, happy he, 
Who thus is all our heav'n. 

Lea, all in all, that ſinners fo 

May be in him complete; 

Wiſe, righteous, holy, happy too: 
Bleſs'd be the match ſo meet. 


B 
The Excellency and Preference of Love. 


I Cor. X111. 1 — 13. 


r 
The moſt excellent Gifts nothing without Love. 
Ver. 1,—4. 


I og ULD I Vith men and angelsvie 
In language, without love; 
Nought but a ſounding braſs would I, 
Or tinkling cymbal, prove. 


Could I both preach and propheſie, 
All myſt'ries underſtand ; 

Have knowledge all ingroſs'd in me, 
All gifts at my command : 


Yea, had J faith that could remove; 
| Great mountains to the main; 
ö Yet were I deſtitute of love, 
All would be void and vain. 


to 
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Ver. Should I, with Phariſaic ſhew, 

Be laviſh of my ſtore, 

And tender all my revenue, 
To feed the ſtarving poor: 

Yea, wanting love, though to the flame 
My body give ſhould i, 

To win the martyr's glorious name ; 
I nothing gain thereby. 

[If without love to God and men, 
Though moſt devout I ſcem, 

Yet my religion all is vain, 
And but an empty dream. ] 


Sect. II. 


The Praiſe of Love, and its Preference to Faith and 
Hope. Ver. 4,.— 13. 


4 Love ſuffers long ; love envies not; 
But evermore is kind ; 
Ne' er opes the mouth to boaſt of ought, 
Nor proudly puffs the mind. 


5 Love carries not indecently; 
Can ſelfiſh views exclude; 
And lay her own advantage by, 
To ſeek her neighbour's good. 
Love thinks no ill ; nor, ſoon incens'd, 
E'er ſtudies to annoy : 
6 She grieves when fin and error's fenc'd; 
But in the truth's her joy. 
Love bears all hard things well for peace; 
Believes all good things (till ; 
Nor, for his neighbour's prejudice, 
Is credulous of ill. 
Love hopes all things ev'n of the worſt, 
And wills their happy change ; 
Endures all things; nor can be forc'd 
By wrongs to hug revenge. 
8 Love ſhall remain, and ſhall prevail 
In earth and heav'n above, 
When tongues ſhall ceaſe, and prophets fail, 
And ev'ry gift, but love. 
Vo I. X. Nnnn 
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Ver. For but in part, while here from home, 24 
We know ; but wait the day 50 
10 When perfect interviews will come, 
And partial fly away.“ 
11 Here ev'ry notion, thought, and ſpeech, 
Our witleſs childhood ſhews; 
But there our ſouls ſhall manhood reach, The 
And ſlight our preſent views. 


12 For now we ſce but through a glaſs, 
Where light is darkly ſhown ; 
But then, by viſion, face to face, 
We'll know, as we are known. 


13 Oncarth, faith, hope, and love have place, 
The third ſhall reign above ; 
Of all the greateſt, faireſt, grace, 
For God himſelf is Love. 


K VIII. 
The Song of Triumph over Death and the Grave. 
1 Cor. xv. 54,—58, 


54 AIT ſings although the body dies, 
The promile is enjoy'd ; 
This mortal ſhall immortal rife, 
And death ſhall be deſtroy'd. 


55 Where 1s thy killing ſting, O death! 
| Addicted to devour ; 
Through grace we now deſpiſe thy wrath, 
And we defy thy pow'r, 
O grave! where is thy victory: 
The bolted priſon, where? 
Our King victorious conquer'd thee, 
And we the conqueſt ſhare. 
56 The fling of death is fin indeed, 
The ſtrength of fin the law: 
But thence our law fulfilling Head 
Did ſting and ſtrength withdraw. 


57 Thanks to the God of victory, 
Who makes us thus, by faith, 
In Chriſt our living Head on high, 
Triumphant over death, 
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er. Then ſtedfaſt may our hearts remain, 


58 


And in his work abound, 
Through whom our labour's not in vain 
With ſuch an iflue crown'd, 


S. 0 N: :G IX. 


The World crucified by the Croſs of Cuklsr. Gal. vi. 14. 


% 


7 


) 


ORBID it, Lord, that I ſhould boaſt 
Oft ought but Jeſus! crols; 
The richeſt gain, that tempts the moſt, 
I count but ſordid drofs. 


When him I view, who bore, in death, 
My'fins, upon the tree; 

Then am I dead to all the earth, 
The earth all dead to me. 

Were this whole globe terreſtial mine, 
The preſent were but ſmall ; 

Love ſo amazing, ſo divine, 
Demands my life, my all. 


S O N- GC X. 
Doxology, or Song of Praiſe, for electing, regenc- 
rating, and redeeming Grace, and all ſpiritual 


Bleſffings in Cartsr. Eph. i. 3,—7, 


LESS'D be the everlaſting God 
And Father of our Lord, 
Who us in him, and through his blood, 
With heav'nly bleſſings ſtor'd. 


4 My Son's mine elect firſt,” he ſaid, 


Before he choic a man; 
Then choſe he us, in Chriſt our Head, 
Before the world began. 


Our characters were then decreed 
That we ſhould holy be, 

Blameleſs in love, a royal ſeed, 
From fin and flav*ry free: 


5 Predeſtinated to be ſons, 


A new regen'rate race ; 
Born by degrees, though choſe but once, 
To praiſe his glorious grace. 
Nnnn 2 


Ver. Here his accepting love began 
6 In Chriſt, to ſtand unmov'd, 
And firm to us, until he can 
Forget his firſt Belov'd: 
7 In whom we have redemption great, 
Peace, pardon, and ſolace ; 
Bought with the richeſt blood, and yet 
Brought from the richeſt grace. 


S ON 8 XI. 


The Apoſile's Song, or Daxalogy : Or, a Song to: 
Love and Power of Gop. Eph. iii. 19, ag ” 


19 FT O him whoſe love, that ev'n for ſtrength 
Could conquer hell for men, 
And doth in height, depth, breadth, and length 
Surpaſs created ken : | | ; 
20 To him whoſe Pow'r and will to fave 
Can do exceedingly, 
Above what we can aſk, or crave: 
However great or high : 
To him who ſo his mighty pow'r 
Has for and in us wrought, 
Can fo exert it more and more 
Beyond our pow'r of thought : 
21 To him be praiſe; yea, praiſes ſhall 
The church's work remain, 
By Chriſt his Son, through ages all, 
World without end, Amen. 


S Om i. 
Cuxisr's deep Humiliation, and high Exallation. 
Phil. ii. 5,— 11. 


5 * ye that mention Jeſus name, 
And are his folk deſign'd, 


Submiſs was he, be ye the ſame, 
And bear his humble mind. 
6 Who in the form of God, did hold 
The ſelf-ſame Deity ; 
Nor in him thought it robb'ry bold 
To equal God moſt High: 
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Ver. 
7 


Fay 


PaxT II. From the Apoſtalical EY 1s LRS. 651 


Ter. Let made himſelf of no repute, 
A mortal likeneſs wore; 
And cloth'd in human nature's ſuit, 
A ſervant's form he bore. 


3 Thus ev'n his manhood he depreſs'd, 

Nor made his Godhead ſhine ; 

But vail'd his glory, and abas'd 
His majeſty divine. 

To bear our guilt exceeding groſs, 
He ſtoop'd exceeding low ; 

Submiſs to death, ev'n on the croſs, 
In all its ſhame and wo 


9 God therefore hath exalted him, 
Above the ſtarry frame; 
, And giv'n him on his throne ſublime, 
A name bove ev'ry name: 


10 That at his name ſhould ev'ry knee 
Bow down, and none rebel; 
But own his awful fway to be 
O'er heav'n, and earth, and hell. 
11 That ev'ry tongue confeſs and blaze, 
That Jeſus Chriſt is Lord: 


And thus, to God the Father's praiſe, 
The Son may be ador'd. 


S7 N I 
Fuſtification by Faith alone in Cukisr's Righteouſneſs. 
Phil, ili. 75 8, 9. ü 


7 O RD, through thy grace, I'll boaſt no more 
In duties I have done; 


] quit the hopes I held before; 
And only truſt thy Son. 

What was my gain, I for his name, 
Do now account my loſs : 

My former glory is my ſhame, 
[ nail it to his crols, 

8 Yea, doubtleſs, I all things eſteem 

But loſs for Jeſus? fake, 

That ſo I may, while found in him, 
His rightcouſneſs partake. 


N 
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Ver. The choiceſt ſervice of my hands Ver 
Dares not to face thy throne; 

But faith to anſwer thy demands, 
Can plead what Chriſt has done. 


8 N XIV. 
Paul's Doxology, or Thankſgiving, for ſaving Mercy. 
1 Tim. i. 15, 16, 17. 


15 DOT H true and good this word of grace 
Demands a firm belief, 
« Chriſt came to fave a ſinning race,” 


Of whom I am the chief. 


16 In me he did a pattern give 
Of mercy, rich and rife, 
To ſinners great, that ſhould Ww. 
To everlaſtmg life. | | 


Now, unto this eternal One, 
The King that never dies, 

That is inviſible, unknown, 
Unſeen by mortal eyes. 


To God, the only wiſe, be giv'n 
What doth to him pertain, 

All glorious praiſe, in earth and heav'n, 
For ever and Amen, | 


O NJ G1. XV: 
The great Goſpel-Myſtery. -, 1 Tim. iii. 16. 
HE myſtery of Godlineſs 
3 Is doubtleſs very great, 
God manifeſted in the fleſh, 
To bleſs the humble ſtate. 
God in the Spirit juſtify'd, 
To ſhew he was involv'd 
In juſtice? ſcore, as bail, inſtead 
Of thefe he'll have abſolv'd. 
God ſeen of angels, wrapt in fleſh, 
And wafted up to glore, 
To feaſt their eyes with wonders freſh 
In him they all adore, 


II. par II. From the Apoſtolical EYIsT LES. 653 


er. God preach'd to Gentiles Heav'n's glad news, 
To earth's long baniſh'd race, 
Deſpiſed Greeks, with fav'rite Jews, 
Now equaliz'd by grace. 


God-man believ'd on in the world, 
Who far from God did roam ; 

And grace's conqu'ring chariot hurl'd 
Around to bring him home. 


God-man received up to glore, 
From thence to ſend the Dove, 


To ſhew and ſeal the hidden ſtore, 
The myſteries of love. 


SV $08 XVI. 


A Song of Praiſe to Gob, as a powerful, immortal, 
and inviſible Being, 1 Tim. vi. 15, 16, 


15 UR God, the ever blefled One, 
The only Potentate, | 
Is King of kings, and Lord of lords, 
In mightincls and ſtate : 


16 Who only, in and of himſelf, 
Hath immortality ; 
Who. dwells in light to which no man 
Is able to come nigh. 


[Tis far beyond blind mortal eyes 
To fee his bright abode; 

Beyond created minds to glance, 
A thought half way to God. 


Infinite leagues beyond the heav'ns 
Th' Eternal reigns alone: 

Nor human minds, nor finite wings, 
Can mount the topleſs throne. ] 


Th inviſible, whom none has ſeen, 
Nor eyes of fleſh can ſee, 

Yet lov'd and much ador'd has been, 
And ſhall for ever be. 


To him let us and ev'ry tribe 
Of ſaints and angels then, 
The highelt honour ſtill aſcribe, 
And endleſs pow'r, Amen. 
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s O0 N 6 Tun. 40 
Paul's departing Song. 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8, 16, 17, 18. 


, OS». bs 
A Saint prepared to die, and aſſured of Heaven, 


OW, my departure is at hand: 
Pve wag'd a warfare good; 

Finiſh'd my courſe; and, to the end, 
In Chriſt hath faithful ſtood. 


8 Hence, when he comes, there is for me 
Laid up a crown of bliſs ; 
With which, by his donation free, 
He then my head will grace. 
Nor will the righteous Judge alone A 
To me this praiſe convey, 
But to them all that love and long 
For his approaching day. 
SECT. II. Experience of divine Aid, improved for 
ſtrengthening Faith. Ver. 16, 17, 18. 
16 In ſtraits all men deſerted me, 
But Jeſus by me ſtood, | 
17 Both in my work and war to be 
My help and fortitude. 
18 And now the Lord ſhall me ſecure 
From ev'ry ill deſign, 
And to his heav'nly kingdoin ſure 
Preſerve this ſoul of mine. 
God is in Chriſt my conſtant aid; 
Hell then ſhall rage in vain. 
To him be higheſt glory paid, 
And endleſs praiſe, Amen. 


8 ON G XVIII. 


The fteady Promiſe ; or, the ſure Ground of the Be 
liever's Faith. Neb, vi. 17, 18, 19. 


FT earth, and hell, and ſin have (trove, 
To rend my foul from God; 
But everlaſting is his love 


Seal'd with his Darling's blood. 


7 


CIT, 


PaRT II. From the Apoſtolical EepiSTLES. 655 


er. The oath and promiſe of the Lord 
Join to confirm his grace; 
Eternal pow'r performs the word, 
And brings the ſtrong ſolace. 


Amidſt temptations, ſharp and long, 
I to this refuge flee : 

Hope is my anchor, firm and ftrong, 
When ſtorms enrage the ſea. 


The goſpel bears my ſpirit up; 
The never-changing God 

Lays, for my triple ground of hope, 
The word, the oath, the blood. 


s 0 Hs MM 
Song to the GoD of Peace and Grace. Heb. xiii. 20, 21, 
SECT. I. Of Peace and Reconciilation. 


20 HE God of peace, whoſe mighty love 
To life reſtores the dead, 

His pow'r to quicken us did prove, 
By raiſing up our Head; 

Our glorious Lord, the Shepherd great 
Of all his Father's ſheep, 

Him brought he victor from the gate 
Of death's devouring deep: 


Brought through the blood, that bought the bliſs 
Of lite, and thus reveal'd 

How mercy reigns through righteouſneſs, 
How God is reconcil'd. 


The blood that ſatisfaction gave 
To juſtice molt condign, 

Did from the priſon of the grave 
Our Surety juſtly bring : 


Whoſe blood is by an antient grant, 
(That faith might never fail,) 

Of th' everlaſting covenant, 
The everlaſting ſcal. 


SECT. II. Of Grace and Sanctiſication. 


21 Now, may the God, that made the peace, 
Make us fo perfect too, 
In ev'ry work of holineſs 
That we his will may do. 
Vor. . O ooo 
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Ver, Still working in us by his might 
That purity alone, 
Which is well-pleaſing in his fight, 
Through Jeſus Chriſt his Son: 


To whom be glory evermore, 

For peace and grace ſo free; Ve 
Let heav'n and earth his name adore, 

Amen; ſo let it be. 


s o N K.. 


A Song of Praiſe to God for Regeneration to a lively 
Hope of eternal Life. 1 Pet. i. 3, 4, 5. 


3 LESS'D be th' eternal God of peace, 
The Father of our Lord; 

Let bis abundant mercy, grace, 
And love, be {till ador'd ; 

Who from the dead his Son brought up, 
And rais'd him to the ſky, 

'To breed in us a lively hope 
That we ſhould never die. 


Though fin inherent juſtly throws 
Our bodies to the duſt ; 

Yet; as the Head victorious roſe, 
So all the members muſt, 


4 To an inheritance divine, 
Which, uncorrupt for ay, 
And unpolluted, pure, and fine, 
Can never fade away. 


"Tis ſafe reſerv'd in heav'n for all, 


Who ſafe are kept for it, 
By pow'r divine, through faith that ſhall 


To grace divine ſubmit. 

Saints wait by faith this glory vaſt, 
Which waits as well as they, 

Prepar'd, and ready for the laſt, 
The revelation day. 


II. 


PART II. From the Apoſtolical EY IST LES. 657 


8.00 N06. A 
A Doxology, prefaced with a Precept and Prayer ; 


or, the Devil defeated by Faith, well fixed and 
furniſhed. 1 Pet. v. 8,—11. 


Ver. E ſober, vigilant, and ſtout ; 
8 For ev'ry day and hour, 
Your foe, the devil, walks about, 
Still ſeeking to devour. 


9 Whom, by a ſteady faith, reſiſt, 
In Chriſt the Captain's name ; 
Knowing your fellow-ſoldiers bleſt. 
Your warfare is the ſame. 


10 But may the God, and ſource of all 
Your grace and warlike ſtore, 
Who did by Jeſus Chriſt you call 
To his eternal glore; 

After your ſhort while's ſuff'ring now, 
May he perfect you all, 

Eſtabliſh, ſtrengthen, ſettle you, 
Firm like a brazen wall. 


11 To him whoſe all-ſufficiency 
Alone can thus ſuſtain, 
All glory and dominion be 


For evermore, Amen. 


S O N G XIII. 
Growth in Grace, with a Doxology. 2 Pet. iii. 18. 


HAT error and apoſtaſy 
May have in ſaints no place, 
The heav'nly precept is that we 
Should daily grow in grace. 


And therein all that would be ſtor'd, 
And {till with increaſe bleſt, 
Should grow in knowledge of the Lord 

And Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


To him, (the more of whom we know, 
The more of grace we gain, ) 
All glory be aſcrib'd, both now, 
And evermore, Amen. 
Oooo 2 
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Ver. 
S ON G XXIII. 


The World's three great Temptations. 
2 John ii. 15, 16. 


VOID this world's moſt dangerous three, 
Vain pleaſures, pomp, and pelf: 

Not theſe, but God thy portion be, 
Elfe thou'lt deſtroy thyſelf. 

Son, tell them when they court thine ear, 
And thine affection woo, 

« cannot buy your bleſs ſo dear, 
Nor part with Heav'n for you.” 


--» O N G XXIV. 


The Doxology of the Apoſtle Jupt : Or, a Song if 
Praiſe for the Ground and Hope of Perſeverance 


and Perfection. Ver. 24, 25. 


24 O him that's able to preſerve 
Your feet from falling quite, 
When tempted from the truth to ſwerve 
By helliſh guile and ſpite : 
That's able to preſent you fair 
And faultleſs at his ſeat, 
Before his glorious preſence there 
With joy exceeding great : 
25 Ev'n unto God the only wile, 
Yea, infinitely ſo; 
And who alone our Saviour 1s, 
And our falvation too : 
To him be glory, majelty, 
Authority, and pow'r, 
So be it, and ſo ſhall it be, 
Both now and cvermore. 
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5 III. 


POEMS ſelected from the Revelation. 
INTRODUCTION. 


Th: AroCALyys, or the book of the Revelation of Join the divine, 


contains a diſcovery of the deep things of God, which no man 
knows, but the Spirit of God, and theſe to whom be reveals them: 
which things were before hidden and ſecret, and could never have 
been ſearched out, by the reaſoning of human minds ; but are now 
manifeſted for the common good of the church of Chriſt. The matter 
and ſcope of this book is a prediction of the moſt important events that 
ſhould happen till the end of time, relative both to the preſent and 
future ſtate of the church, the things which are, and ſhall be 


hereafter. 


From the beginning, the church of Cad bas been bleed with prophe- 


cy, and ſeveral viſions. The glorious prediction of the breaking 
of the ſerpent's head, was the ſupport of the patriarchal age: and 
the many prophecies that were concerning the MESSIAH to come, 
were the Geſpel of the Old Teftament. CirST himfelf, concerning 
hom all the prophets bear witneſs, prepheſied concerning the de- 
ſtruction of peruſalem; and, about the time in which it was ac- 
compliſhed, he intruſted the apaſtle Joux with the book of the Re- 
velation, for the ſupport of the faith of bi: people, and the direction 
of their hope. Particular viſions were alſo ſometimes made unto 
fome of the Lord's peculiar favourites ; as Iſaiab, Ezekiel, Dani - 
el, &c.; and tend mightily ta the good and comfort of the Church, 


The firſt three chapters of this book are plain, and the moſt eafily un- 


derſtood of any part of it ; and, among other things, contain the 
epiſtles to the ſeven different churches of 4fia the other parts of it 
are more myſ/lerious and difficult to comprehend. We have many vi/fi- 
ons interſperſed, ſhewn to the apofile Fohn, who was waſted, as it 
were, within the vail, and heard and ſaw great and glorious 
things : be was favoured with a view net only of the glorious 
perſon of the Sox of Gad, but of the great God himſelf on his 
throne; a diſplay of the heavenly glory, the ſplendor of the New 
Feruſalem, and the magnificence of the celeſtial throne, &c. : and 
alſo, to hear what was the employment of the glarious aſſembly, 
even their celebrating the high praiſes of God; and likewiſe to 
know what was the ſubjeft-matter of theſe heavenly anthems, 
viz, the bleſſed RIDIE MRA, bis glorious excellencies, wonderful 
works, and great exploits; aud the amazing events that ſhould 
hereafter tate place. 


That the ſaints themſelves may jain in the chorus of theſe celeſtial 


worſhippers, and attempt to accent the notes of the heavenly au- 
thems, the ſong of Moſes and the Lamb, even while in this emba- 
«ied flate, the follcwing hymns are ſeleted from this let. C. 
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10 © MS J. 


Song to the REDEEMER, Rev. ii. 5,—$, 
SECT, I. His redeeming Love. 


Per. O him that loved us to death, 
And waſh'd us in his blood 
From fin, that we, the heirs of wrath, 
Might *ſcape the threat'ning flood: 
6 To him that made us kings and prieſts, 
Ev'n unto God moſt high, 
His Father ; who, at his requeſt, 
Admits the rebels nigh: 
To our atoning Prieſt be praiſe, 
To our exalted King, 
Let the redeem'd, with lofty lays, - 
Immortal honours ſing. 
SECT. II. His ſecond Coming, and glorious Name, 


7 Behold, he comes, with flying clouds, 
Whom ev'ry eye ſhall ſee! 
A piercing fight, alas ! to crouds, 
Who now his piercers be. 
The wicked world ſhall weep and wall : 
But ſaints ſhall bleſs the day, 
Who wait his coming without fail, 
And wiſh't without delay. 
8 I am, of all the times that paſs, 
The fir(t, the laſt, the ſum, 
Tt almighty God, which is, and was, 
And ever is to come, 


S O N G IT. 


The Song of the Church to the Laws, upon the 
opening of the ſealed Book. Rev. v. 1,—10, 


2,4 O D' s book of dark and deep deſigns, 
Clos'd with a ſeven-fold ſeal, 

3, 4 No man could looſe, nor read the lines, 

His counſel to reveal. | 
4 But David's root, of Judah's tribe 
The Lion, has prevail'd; 
To take, and open, and deſcribe 

The ſacred volume ſcal'd. 


PART III. From the REvELAT1oON, 


Fer. Seven ſeals to looſe, the Lamb in view 
.6, 7 Enthron'd as flain before, 
Preſents ſeven eyes, ſeven horns, to ſhew 
His wiſdom and his pow'r. 


8 The elders worſhip at his feet, 
The church adores around, 
With vials full of odours ſweet, 
And harps of joyful found. 


9 Thoſe odours are the pray'rs of ſaints, 

Theſe harps the hymns they raiſe: 

New to the Lamb they pay their rents, 
New is their ſong of praiſe : 

Thou worthy art to take the book, 
And open ev'ry ſeal, 

Who to the-Father's heart canſt look, 
And ſhew his ſecret will. 


Since thou, for crimes of ours, was ſlain, 
Of ours, and not thine own, 

Thou worthy art to rife and reign, 
And fill thy Father's throne. 


From ev'ry kindred, nation, tongue, 
Thou broughtſt thy cholen race 
And diſtant iſles have ſeen and ſung 
The wonders of thy grace. 

Thou haſt redeem'd our fouls with blood, 
And ſet the captives fret; 

10 Haſt made us kings and prieſts to God, 

And we ſhall reign with thee: 

Reign ev'n on earth; for, by thy word, 
Our honour there i is vaſt, 

To rule us with a two-edg'd ſword, 
And judge the world at laſt.” 


6-066 III. 


The Song of the Angels and Church together. 


Rev. v. 11, 12. 


11 O ME, let us join our chearful ſongs 
With angels round the throne; 
Ten thouſand thouſand are their tongues, 
But all their joys are one. 
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Ver. Worthy's the Lamb that died, they cry, 7 


12 To be exalted thus; 
Worthy's the Lamb, our lips reply, 
For he was ſlain for us. 


He's worthy to receive all pow'r, 
And riches all beſide, 

Wiſdom, and ſtrength, and honour, glore, 
And bleſſings on his head. 

[Pow'r and dominion are his due, 
Though doom'd at Pilate's bar ; 

Wiſdom” belongs to Jeſus too, 
Tho'charg'd with madneſs here. 


All riches are his native right, 
Who bore amazing loſs; 

To him belongs eternal might 
Who felt the weak'ning croſs. 


To him be laſting honours paid, 
Inſtead of ſhame and ſcorn, 

While glory ſhines around his head, 
A crown without a thorn. 


He bore the curſe for man that fell, 

Io him be bleſſing givn : 

The Lamb that ſap'd the gate of hell, 
Hath gain'd the praiſe of heav'n. 


Thus angels crown their Lord, you ſee ; 
More ſib to him may ſing, | 

Worthy's the Lamb, our kin, to be 
Our Propket, Prieſt, and King. ] 


„ 
The Song of all the Creatures. Rev. v. 13, 14. 


W lapſed men were ſav'd from hell 
By Jeſus' precious blood, 

And wretches that did once rebell, 
Were made the friends of God: 


When ſaints and angels had begun 
Praiſe to the Lamb to ſing; 

With echoes to the ſong anon 
Both heav'n and earth did ring: 
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Ver, The creatures all that groan'd before 
Through man's accurſed fall, 

Join'd with the fingers to adore 
The Lamb that eas'd their thrall, 


Lo! all that dwell above the iky, 
And in air, earth, and ſeas, 

Conſpire to lift his glories high, 
And ſpeak his endleſs praiſe. 

The whole creation join in one, 
To bleſs the ſacred name 

Of him that fits upon the throne, 
And to adore the Lamb. 


Pow'r, honour, bleſſing, praiſe, ſaid they, 
Beyond what we can pen, 

Be giv'n to him, that lives for ay, 
By creatures all, Amen. 


S OG... 


The Song of Saints and Angels, after the ſealing «f 
the Servants of G 0 D: alſo the Happineſs of faith- 
ful Sufferers of CHRIST. Rev. vii. 10,—17. 


10 7 ORIN G ſaints made this their pſalm, 
Salvation to our God, 


That ſits enthron'd, and to the Lamb, 
That waſh'd us in his blood. 
11 Amen, ſaid hoſts of angels bright, 
12 PForto our God pertain 
Thankſgiving, wiſdom, glory, might, 
For evermore, Amen, 
13 But who are theſe, our heav'nly mates, 
Thus cloth'd in white array? 


Whence came they to the happy ſeats 
Ot everlaſting day ? 


14 Lo! theſe are they, the friends of God, 
Thro' ſuff'ring great who came, 
And waſh'd their raiments white in blood, 
The blood of Chriſt the Lamb. 


15 Now they approach Jehovah's throne, 
And ſerve him night and day; 
His preſence fills them ev'ry one 
With glorious joy for ay. 
1 Pppp 
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Ver. No more ſhall hunger pain their heart; 
16 Nor parching thirſt annoy ; 
Nor ſcorching ſun, nor hotteſt ſmart, 
Henceforth abate their joy. 
17 The Lamb that fills the middle throne, 
To ſhed his milder beams, | 
Shall feed his flock, and lead them on 
To drink of living ſtreams. 


Renew'd ſhall be their ſweet ſolace 
Thro' rounds of endleſs years; 

And the ſoft hand of ſov'reign grace 
Shall wipe away their tears. 


-S O N G VI. 


The Song of the Saints and Angels, after the ſounding 
of the ſeventh Trumpet; or, the Kingdom of CuRIST 
and the Day of Fudgment. Rev. xi. 15,—18, 


15 INGS of the earth with glad accord, 
Shall, for their nobler gain, 
Give up their kingdoms to the Lord, 

Who ſhall for ever reign. 

16 Great God, thou doſt thy pow'r aſſume, 
We give thee thanks for this; 

17 Thou art, and waſt, and art to come, 
And thine the kingdom is. 


18 The angry nations fret and roar, 
And vex themſelves in rage, 
That they can ſlay the ſaints no more, 
Nor hunt them off the ſtage. 


But on the wings of vengeance flees 
Our great and mighty God, 

To pay, with int'reſt, reſting foes, 
And long arrears of blood, 

The Judge appears, the martyrs riſe, 
To ſhare the grand ſolace; 

Come, come, ye ſaints, receive the prize, 
The full reward of grace. 

Deſtroyers riſe, and new appear 
Before the hated throne, 

The laſt deciſive doom to hear; 
Ye ſons of wrath, be gone. 


PA! 


Ver. 


T 


. 
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Ver. 
S ON G VII. 


The Church's Song upon the Devil's being vanquiſb- 
ed; or, upon Michael's War with the Dragon. 


Rev. X11. 7 — 12. 


oh mortal tongues attempt to ſing 


Heav'n's wars, when Micha'l ſtood 
Chief general of th' eternal King, 
And fought in name of God. 


Againſt the dragon and his hoſt, 
God's armies did prevail; 

In vain they rage, in vain they boaſt, 
Their helliſh weapons fail. 

Down to the earth was Satan thrown, 

10 And down his legions tell; 

Then was the trump of triumph blown, 

And ſhook the gates of hell. 


Now day is come, and night is paſt, 
Chriſt has aſſum'd his pow'r : 

The grand accuſer down is caſt 
From heav'n, to riſe no more. | 


11 *Twas by the blood of Chriſt the Lamb 
Saints trode the tempter down; 
And by his faithful word o'ercame, 
To their immenſe renown. 


Their mortal lives they loved not, 
But gave them up to death, 

In love to him for whom they fought, 
And ſpent their vital breath, 

12 Rejoice, ye heav'ns, let ev'ry ſtar 

Shine brighter round the {ky : 

Saints, while you ſing the heav'nly war, 
Raiſe Jeſus name on high, 

But wo to earth's indwellers all! 
For Satan's laſt effort | 

Is in great wrath on you to fall; 
His time, he knows, is ſhort, 
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80 NG VIII. 


A Song concerning the Bleſſedneſs of the Dead that 
die in the Lord. Rev. xvi. 13. 


W ITE, faid the heav'nly voice, record, 
That bleſt are all the dead, 


Who die in Jeſus Chriſt the Lord: 
Yea, yea, the Spirit ſaid ; 

That henceforth happily they may 
From all their labours reſt, 

Through fin and ſuff' rings here away, 
Which did their peace moleſt. 


Their works of love amidſt annoy, 
Which did their faith declare, 

Shall follow them to heav'n with joy, 
And rich perfection there. 


Theſe works before them never go 
As titles to the bliſs, 

But follow them, to prove and ſhow. 
How clear their title is. 


From union to their living Lord, 
Their fruits did all proceed; 

And now they reap the great reward, 
The purchaſe of their Head. 


O i 6 IX. 


The Song of Mos Es and the LAMB; or, Babylon 
falling. Rev. xv. 2, 3, 4. Xvi. 19. Xvii. 6. 


ACH Teſt'ment, old and new, belong 
To ſaints that overcame; 


For Chriſtian harps unite the ſong 
Of Moſes and the Lamb. 

What wrath did Phar'oh's pride ſuppreſs 
Great Babel down ſhall bring, 


Whoſe martyrs, on a ſea of glaſs, 
Thus over her ſhall ſing : 


O mighty God, thy works are great 
And wond'rous in our view : 

Thou King of ſaints, that reign'ſt in ſtate, 
Thy ways are juſt and true, 


PAR 
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Thy glorious checker - works and ways, 
” Of vengeance and of grace, 


Put all beholders in a maze 
Of terror or ſolace. 


Who dare refufe, with fearleſs heart, 
To bow before the throne, 

And glorify thy name who art 
The only holy One? 

With reverence come all nations muſt, 
And worſhip at thy feet ; 

For men ſhall ſee thy vengeance juſt, 
Our victory complete. 


0 * 2 X. 
A Song on Babylon's being fallen. Rev. xviit. 20, 2t. 


RE? OICE, ye prophets, and ye ſaints, 
O'er Babel's ruins ſing; 

God ſhall avenge your long complaints, 
And down the harlot bring. 


In Gabriel's hand a mighty ſtone 
Was lifted from the ſhore ; 

A ſymbol of great Babylon, 
Juſt now a throwing o'er. 

He ſpoke and dreadful as he ſtood 
Above the ocean's foam, 

He ſunk the milſtone in the flood, 
And ſwift pronounc'd the doom: 

Thus terribly, with violence, 
Shall bloody Babel fall: 


Thus plung'd in wrath's abyſs, and thence 
ge found no more at all.“ | 


Sanne 


The triumphant Song of Saints and Angels, for th 
fall of Babylon. Rev. xix, 1,—4. 


1 RAISE ye the Lord, for evermore, 
And ſound his fame abroad; 
Salvation, honour, glory, pow'r, 
Be to the Lord our God: 
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Ver. For true and right his judgments were, 
2 Who judg'd the harlot great, 
Whoſe whoredoms vile did ev'ry where 
Corrupt the earth of late. | 


3, 4 Let prayers be to praiſes chang'd, 
For at her hand his ſword 
Has now his ſervants blood aveng'd, 
Amen, praiſe ye the Lord. 


Tis juſt that ſhe the blood repay 
Of ſaints her hands have flain. 

Let fingers hallelujahs ſay, 
Praiſe ye the Lord, Amen. 


0 1 
The Ee1THALAMIUM; or, Marriage Song. 
Rev. xix. 5,—9. 


5 P RAISE ye our God, his ſervants all, 
That on Je daily wait : 
And ye that tear him great and ſmall, 
His praiſes celebrate. 


6 With hoſts above join your aſſent, 
Who hallelujah ſay; 
For God the Lord omnipotent 
Reigns in a ſov'reign way. 
7 Joy to yourſelves let us aſſume, 
To him give honour due; 
The marriage of the Lamb is come, 
His bride's made ready too. 
8 In favour great to her he grants 
I be raiment fair and fine,; 
»Tis clean and white, the robe of ſaints. 
The righteouſneſs divine. 


O bleſs'd are they, that now, by name, 

Are call'd of God, to ſhare, 

The marriage- ſupper of the Lamb, 
And taſte the royal fare. 

Write, ſaid the meſſage, with less: 
Theſe ſayings go abroad: 

And write, to found a faith divine, 

Theſe are the truths of God, 
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8: OI: 6: 
The new Heav'n and new Earth. Rev. xxi. 1,9. 


I NEW-MADE world appear'd ſo gay, 
The old was no more een; 


Heay'n, earth, and ſca were roll'd away, 
As if they ne'er had been. 


2 Jerus'lem new came from above, 
Like Paradiſe reſtor'd, 
Prepar'd, as when the bride of love 
Is deck'd to meet her Lord. 


3 The ſhouting Heav'ns cry'd out, Behold, 
God's dwelling is with man! 
They ſhall be his; he'll keep his hold, 
And be their God and gain. 


His tender hand ſhall wipe the tears 
From ev'ry weeping eye; 
And pains, and groans, and griefs, and fears, 
And death itſelf, ſhall die. 
The former things away are fled, 
To be no more in view: 
5 He fat upon the throne, who ſaid, 
Lo! I make all things new. 


6 I'm Alpha and Omega too, 
The origin and end : 
Unto my royal orders now, 
Let mortals all attend : 


To him that thriſts, I'll freely give, 
O' th' well of life his fill; 

And he that drinks ſhall ever live, 
Come whoſoever will. 


7 The faint, that conquers fin ſhall be 
Of all things heir by line; 
For 1 ſhall be his God, and he, 
A fon and heir of mine. 
$ But whoremongers, adulterers, 
Deſpiſing God's commands, 
Idolaters, and ſorcerers, 
And men of bloody hands; 
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Ver. The faithleſs, and the ſcoffing crew, 


That ſpurn at offer'd grace; 
The deviPs ſordid retinue, 
And all the lying race : 
Theſe ſhall be doom'd all to partake 
Of ever-burning wrath; 
And thrown into the fiery lake, 
Which 1s the ſecond death. 


9 But happy on the other fide, 


Appear the heirs of life : 


Heav'n's glory crowns the beauteous bride, 


The Lamb's beloved wife. | 
$.O_N:-G . XI... 


Heaven a glorious and holy State. Rev. xxi. 22,—27. 


O temple's ſeen, nor ſun above, 
Where God the Lord of might, 
And Chriſt the Lamb, for ever prove 
The temple and the light. 


23 Pure are the pleaſures found on high 


Where no uncleanneſs is; 


24 No wanton lips, nor carnal eye, 


Can taſte or ſee the bliſs. 


25 Theſe gates of holineſs out- bar 


Pollution, fin, and ſhame; 


27 None enter there, but theſe that are 


The foll'wers of the Lamb. 


He keeps the book of life, where all 
Their elect names are found: 


No hypocrite, nor liar, ſhall 


E'er tread the heav'nly ground. 
M 


The Church's Prayer for CHRis 's ſecond Coming 


Rev. xxii. 20. 


WI EN he who came ſays, Surely, lo! 
I quickly come again 
To Judge, with juſtice, high and low; 
Glad Zion fays, Amen, 


I. 
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VoL. X. Qqqq 


Ev'n fo, Lord Jeſus, come away, 
O haſte! as thou haſt ſaid, 
The glorious retribution day, 


When dues ſhall all be paid. 
$0 V = 


The Concluſion ; or, ending Prayer: Or, the Apel 
Benediction. Rev. xxli. 21, 2 Cor. xili. 14. 


HE grace of Chriſt, our help complete ; 
The love of God ſerene ; 

The Holy Ghoſt's communion ſweet ; 
Be with you all, AMEN. 


The END of the SCRIPTURE SONGS 
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e more as twenty years have elapſed ſince the death of 

this excellent perſon, to whoſe memory theſe lines are writ. 

ten: yet, 1 ſuppoſe, they will not be cut of ſeaſon, ſince the re- 

membrance of him, and his ſingular endowments, remains /till þ 

freſh in all that were of his acquaintance, that I cannot but ob. 

ſerve a certain pleaſant fondneſs this very day, to make him the 

ſubject of their converſation, who was once ſo much the object of 
their eſteem and affettion. 

If it ſhould be enquired, what concern I have, beyond others, 
to ſet forth his character, which none have hitherto attempted ? 
Sure he deſerved this ſervice from none more than myſelf; if it 
be conſidered, that not only had I the privilege of living ſome 
time under his moſt evangelical miniſtry, and of enjoying his 
edifying converſation, as well as his chearing and charming com- 
pany ; but alſo, he was the perſon that firſt prepzſed ſeriouſly to 
me my entring upon trials for the miniſtry ; the perſon that firſt 
urged and effeftuated it in the preſbytery ; the perſon that, being 
moderator, pronounced my licence to preach the goſpel, and there- 


after firſt honoured me with his pulpit in that work : and the 


perſon that fir ſt laid his hand upon me, when I was ordained to the 
miniſtry, by the impoſition of the hands of the presbytery ; on 
which occaſion he preached a very great and glorious ſermon, 
upon Eph. iv. 11, 12, 13. Beſides many other things that J 
could mention, that lay me under great obligations to ſhew a par- 
ticular regard to his memory, 

Perhaps it may not be judged out of the way to add, he was 
the perſon who (as he was ſkilled in pocſy, as well as in almoſt 
every other piece of learning )) in ſeveral reſpecis excited me to, 
and encouraged me in ſome poetical writings ; and with whem | 
have had very familiar intercourſe by word and write, even in 
that ſtrain : and therefore, if I have any genius that way, his 
memory demands a ſhare of il. 
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Yet one reaſon of my delay in doing this piece of ſervice to his 
name, was the knowledge 1 had of that ſprightlineſs of foul, deep- | 
neſs of judgment, vaſtneſi of comprehenſion, readineſs of elacution 
and ſo many more than ordinary bright excellencies in him, which 
1 thought my dull genius unfit for repreſenting in ſuch lively co- | 
lours as they ought to appear in; and therefore, ſince I have 
now attempted that work, I hope none that nu him wall chal- 
lange any commendatory expreſſions here as tos hyperholica!, fince | 
they will allow,” that a poetical licence can hardly be more tole- | 
rable in commending any perſon that has lived in our day, than | 

it can be in deſcribing him in whom concurred ſuch a multitude | 
and variety of rare endowments and qualifications, natural, ac- | 
quired, and gracious, as ſcarce can be ſeen to concentre in one 
man: and therefore, if I could gather together all the flowers | 
planted in the gardens of the fineſt poets, and adapted them to his 
character, I would have thought them well applied in adi>ning 
his memory. Tet all that were his intimate acquaintances, yet 


4 


living, will readily, I think, atteſt, that the truth relating to 
his character is not at all loſt under any flowery metaphor, or po- 
etical embelliſhment, I have here attempted ts uſc. 

But ſince the glory of Ged ſhould be the chief and ultimate end 
of all writings, as well as other actions, I hope none ſhall be di- 
verted from, but rather may be led earneſtly to purſue this great 
end, by this eſſay upon the notable qualifications of a fellow-crea- 
ture; for, as we ought to ſee and admire the glory of God, as it 
ſhanes in all his works, even the maſt minute, much more may we ſee 
it in theſe creatures of cur own ſpecies, whom God has clothed with 
fuch extraordinary gifts and peculiar properties, as are truly ini- 
mitable by any whom the Author of nature, and the Cod of grace, 
has not in the ſame manner adorned. in ſuch bright and beauti- 
ful ſtars we are to ſee and adore the infinitely greater beauty aud 
ſplendor of the Sun of Rightecuſneſs, from whom their rays were 
but berr;wed ; and thus ſhould be led by theſe pleaſant chry/tal 
ſtreams, that fail and dry up, unto the gloricus Fountain of liv- 
ing waters which never fails, but is unchangeably the ſame, yeſ- 
terdy, today, and for ever, 

Moreover, it may contribute to the honour of Gad, that the 
ſhewing forth this excellent perſon's virtues, may tend to expoſe 
the Cod diſhonouring vices of our day ; the repreſentation of his 
innaceut chearfulneſi, may reprove the vicizus and criminal mad. 
neſs of the age: his great wiſdom and ſenſe may uphraid our 
fally and dulucſ ; and his moſ? evanoelical ſpirit, manifeſted both 
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in public preaching and private converſation, together with, his 
Profound knowledge of, and great inſight into the deep myſteries of 
the goſpel : And his great and extraordinary ability and readineſi 
o 1 and defend the truths of Cod, and the cauſe of Chriſt, may 

net only ſerve io condemn the quite oppoſite ſpirit that — 8 fo 
much in our time, but alſo to excite and ſtir us up both to lament 
the le we ſuſtained by his death, through the righteous anger of 
Heaven againſt us, and to ſupplicate the divine favour, to raiſe 
up inſtruments for the work f his houſe, furniſhed with fuch 
qualifications and abilities as were- ſo conſpicuous in this great 
man. 1 K can k . ; 


RALPH ERSKINE. 


A N . 
ELEGIAC POE M, 


To the Mzmory of that deſervedly eſteemed Perſon, 


The Reverend Mr. James CUTHBERT, ſome- 
time Miniſter of the Goſpel at Culro/: : 


Who died in Oc ToBER, 1715. 
Dotibus illuſtris nituit CUTHBERTUS opimis ; 


Haud peperere Virum tempora noſtra parem. 
Ornarunt radiis tot E u pulcherrima junctis 


Ut caluere omnes x] us amore pit. D. H. 


ON G did my muſe expeQant wiſh to ſee 
Some hero paint the lofty ELecr : 

Long did my weary mind impatient wait 
To lee a nobler pencil paint the great, 
The good, the eloquent, the peerleſs man 
Who ?mong Apollo's fav'rites led the van. 
CuTHBERT whoſe name, that ſtill fo freſh remains, 
| Demands the Muſes elevated ſtrains. 
I'm loth the features here, ſo bright, ſo fine, 
Be ſully'd with a duſky draught of mine : 
But ſince no curious limners had the heart, 
On this fair image to improve their art; 
My pen be artleſs, rather than unjuſt 
To leave a name ſo precious in the duſt. 

My muſe like Crœſus' ſon, fo long tongue- ty d, 
Had never ſpoke, had not his father dy'd. 
This filial paſſion ſure is due from one 
Once honour'd to be Timothy, his ſon. * 
Though cities juſtly may the cenſure paſs, 
That's here a matchleſs diamoud ſet in braſs; 
Yet that which may excuſe my feeble toi], 
The jewel's thus enhanſed by its foil : 

And l eſcape (though by the portrait rude) 
The charge of criminal ingratitude. 


do he ſometimes defigned the Author of this Poem. 
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The muſe that mourns a church, a nation's fall, 
Should have attended CurHRER T's funeral; 
To ſhew the univerſal loſs, and tell 
How Zion trembled when this pillar fell: 
How ſons of Zion weak and feeble grew, 
When death ſo great a champion overthrew : 
How Heav'n deſign'd by ſuch a mighty blow, 
No private, but a common overthrow :. 
And ſhould have plac'd him bright*mong ſhining names, 
That to far diſtant ages ſpread their beams. 
Hark! ye that know kim, won't ye all avow 
Mit charming ſat triumphant on his brow ? 
Won't ye, like echoes, when ye hear his name, 
Be ſoon reſounding trumpets of his fame; 
Whoſe ſoul, refin'd beyond the common race, 
Was cultivate by nature, art, and grace. 
He was by temper ſuited to his/fate, 
Without inheritance both rich and great - 
As generous ſpirits manage and command 
The wealth that Heav'n beſtows, with lib'ral hand; 
So he know his happy mind the value juſt 
Of earthly things, nor was in//av'd to duſt. 
His converſation's aromatic {mell 
Did ſtrongly melancholic fogs diſpell ; 
As ruſhing ſun-beams kmdly chaſe away 
The gloomy vapours that obſcure the day. | 
Such wealth of wit both grace and nature brought 
Io fit his mind for /oftineſs of thought ; 
So native was his graceful eloguence, 
Diſplaying always /ublimated ſenſe. _ 
Such pleaſure did his balmy lips impart, | 
That every ſentence conquer'd every heart. 
The lovely graces in his boſom found 
Diffus'd ambraſial odours all around. 
His ſocial charms, with captivating art, 
Made him of every; company the Heart, 
The cheartul agent of ſo ſweet a part. 
Not fav'ring winds to voyagers at ſea, 
Nor genial flow'rs to parched earth can be 
More grateful than his pleaſant company. 
Still bright and chearing, like the ſun at noon, 
His mind, his joyful harp was {till in tune. 


— 
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Hence as to weary ſwains with toil oppreſt, 
Beneath a ſylvan ſhade relaxing reſt; 
As to the ſcorched traveller when firſt 
He finds a chryſtal ſtream to quench his thirſt: 
Such were his virtues bright of every kind, 
So ſweet, ſo charming to our raviſh'd mind. 

Too rarely ſuch conjunctions e'er take place, 
As wit with wiſdom, join'd with learning, grace; 
Yet theſe concent' ring in his mauly brealt, 
Around their pow'rs benign did manifeſt. 
In him we ſaw two diſtant virtues join'd, 
Heroic greatneſs and a humble mind: 
His lofty ſoul fram'd to invade the ſkies, 
Could ſtoop with obvious charms to vulgar eyes. 
Here alſo rare disjunctions we could ſee, 
Great chearfulneſs disjoin'd from levity, 
And mirth from folly moſt remote and free. 
Thus ſeem'd he form'd into a Paradiſe 
Of pleaſant plants without a weed of vice. 

When thrown *mid(t dang'rous wild ſociety, 
He always 'ſcap'd from their infection free. 
His pow'rful rhetoric, like a mighty chain, 
Could bind the madneſs of the frantic brain. 
Ot empty witlings ſoon he got the chaſe, 
By ready anſwers, or of wit or grace ; 
Which quickly could the headleſs ramblers tame, 


Or fluſh their conſcious check with /preading ſhame. 


It lewd buffoons durſt e' er before him fit, 

Soon were their ſarcaſms mercileſly twit, 

Or torn to ſhread with happy turns of ui ; 

Of wit refin'd, which quickly down could throw 
Their filly banter with an eaſy blow. 

So ſtrong his inward vigour ſtill remain'd, 

Such ground on adverſe minds he ever gain'd, 
ths foul emerg'd undaunted and unſtain'd. 

His lofty mind that ſtoop'd to humble things, 
Soon to her native ſkies could ſtretch her wings; 
From earth to heav*n could in a moment move, 
From toys below to ſolid } Joys above. 

And penetra te, with his interior ſight, 
Celeſtial regions 2nd the realms of light. 
VOL. X. Rrrr 
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The heav*ns, fo laviſh of their rays refin'd, 
Shed down whole floods of knowledge on his mind, 
He got enobling views of heav'nly bliſs; 
Saw glorious wonders in that vaſt abyſs. 
And what he had divinely learn'd from thence, 
Could in familiar language ſoon diſpenſe. 
From meaner things his mind without a damp, 
Could inſtantly ſhine forth a burning lamp, 
A flaming banner in Devotion's camp. * 
Thus heav'n and earth in him did joyful meet, 
Nature and grace their lively charms unite. 
His mortal lips could touch immortal themes, 
And tell ImmanutrL's everlaſting names. 
Far could he {tretch on bold advent'rous wings, 
In high diſcourſe and open heav'nly things. 
Hts diction did heroic thoughts diſplay, 
Not in the florid nor the bombaſt way; 
But with ſuch high, yet humble rhetoric arm'd, 
Nobles were gratify'd, and commons charm'd, 
Scraphic principles and graces bright, 
In him conſpired to dilplay their might. 
His language ſhew'd, a judgment molt profound, 
A depth too large for common lines to found; 
Which made both wit and learning quit the field, 
And bluſhing to his brighter talent yield. 
Still regnant here ſound judgment, ſolid thought, 
Truth when he ſpoke, and triumph when he tought : 
His words gave all antagoniſts a wound, 
That did or ſoon convince, or ſoon confound : 
Such /rength of reaſon gave his breath the ſo und. 
Heretics vanquiſh'd ſank beneath the load, 
As Dagon fell before the ark of Gop. 
Soon dazzl'd with the thining beams of ſenſe, 
And drown'd as with a flood of eloquence. 
Such ſtrength of wit and reaſon kept the field, 
Lach adverſe mind with ſhame behov'd to yield. 
The force of oppoſition rude was broke, 
Hou ſoon our eloquent Apollo ſpoke. 
He never once like fierce diſputers fought, 
That loſe their mind in a wild maze of thought. 
No loſs of thought could ſhut his fluent lips, 
Nor loſs of words his lucid thought eclipſe. 
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In his moſt ſharp encounters we could find 
No ebullitions of a bitter mind ; 
No ſtormy paſſion roſe, no clamorous noiſe 
To make his fav'rites bluſn, or foes rejoice : 
But ſtill with incekneſs like a mighty charm, 
Did quickly all oppoſing pow'rs diſarm. 
He up or down could move with bridle hand 
The paſhons rude of others at command ; 
And yet himſelf ſedate and moveleſs ſtand. 

He ſuch a di/putant for truth appear'd, 
Gainſt error ſuch victorious trophies rear'd, 
His nervous tongue that held the ſacred plea, ; 
Was fteel'd with ſuch a conqu'ring energy: 


One would have thought, that did the helliſh crew 


With heav'nly choirs their old diſpute renew 


681 


Bout Myfes corpſe* ; the cherubs might have choſe 


His tongue the weapon to defcat the foes: 
And found their cauſe ſuſtain no detriment 
By lips in arguing ſo bellipotent. 

For when he role, down (in affect) to hell 
The duſky dregs precipitated fell: 

As does the riſing morn with roſy light 
Adorn the ſkies, and put the ſhades to flight. 
In public work he taugh with ſolemn awe 

The peaceful goſpel and the fiery law. 

Moſt ſweetly did the cunning harper rove 
Through all the labours of our Savour's love: 
While —— his eloquent, mellifluous tongue 
The ſtreams of heav'nly rhetoric run along. 
The holy theme was trim'd with lovely bait: 
Each word was maſly, and each ſentence great. 
Free from each pageantry of knowing tools, 
And all the /oofe opinions of the ſchools. 

His tongue ſeraphic did attention draw, 

Below diſpenſing what above he ſaw; 

With {kill divine unvail'd to human eyes 

Dark oracles, and opened all the ſkies. 

Angels that into golpel myſteries pry, + 

To's fluent lips might for inſtruction fly. f 
Who could more plain the myltic knots untold 


Than Oedipus the fab/d riddle of old. 


Jude, ver. 9. + 1 N. i. 13. | Eph. iii. 10. 
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Heav'n form'd his mind great go/pel-depths to trace, 
His mouth to ſound the filver trump of grace ; 
To ſpeak the grandeur of the Saviour Gop; 
To blaze his righteouſneſs divine abroad ; 
And 'gainſt their face the flaming ſword to draw 
Whoſe legal ſtrain affronts the royal law. 
He doom'd harangues that *gainſt the light offend, 
And gofpcl grace with pagan morals blend, 
That make not Chriſt, but ſelf their ſpring, their end. 
In teaching moral duties, great or {mall, 
He told the ſhare that ſhould to Jesus fall, 
Was like his name, the Fir, the La/t, the All. 
His dectrine ev'ry gloomy thade diſpell'd; 
His refutations more and more excell'd: 
For here we ſaw his lofty mind (till higher, 
Daſhing block error down with holy ire, 
And tencing beauteous truth around with valle of fire. 
Hence anti-evangelic ſchemes refin'd 
Were driven like chaff before the whirle-wind. 

So bright he ſhone, ev'n in a private ſphere, 
Ere he poſſeſt the miniſterial chair; 

We've ſeen him with a Proctor's work in hand 
The liſtening ears of Senators command, 
With fluent lips, ſtrong ſenſe, and decent port, 
Attract the heart and eyes of all the court, 
And take them captive like a rend'ring fort. 
In civil laws expert, in ſacred more; 
His head a lib'rary of learning bore 
So fill'd with foreign and domeſtic {tore : 
Here ſeem'd amaſs'd as much within one ſpan, 
As all the volumes of the Vatican. 

Should we Pythagoras' old fancy grant, 
That ſouls retir'd did other bodies haunt ; 
We yet might ſearch to find the man we want. 
Who hath his great acumen ? who his brain, 
His heart, his tongue? Alas! the ſearch is vain; 
His mantle has not dropt upon the plain. 

Lo! now his death has hid the fulgent light, 
And wrapt us in the thades of gloomy night. 
The running years of eccleſiallic thrall 
Mak up the night portended by his fall, 
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But, had he ſtay d: What then? A queſtion ſeem'd, 

To which in anſwer thus by night we dream'd. 
Falſe reaſon cover'd with a florid tile, 

So quickly bluſb'd when he expos'd the guile : 

We might have ſeen, we thought, had he but flay'd, 

Truth riding more triumphant by his aid: 

Her equal cauſe more uncont roul'd by far 

Had he appear*d puiſſant at the bar. 

Would Zion's eyes baue ſeen her healthful ſons 

Diſgorge the Marrow, and dige/t the bones? * 

Her ſerious clerks with numbers ſport themſelves : 

And for twelve Brethren, Queries hatch by twelves ?+ 

Would rowers into waters great have brought 

The ſhatter*'d veſſel with ſo little thought © 

Would Arius gho/t got leave t' appear, and fſhew 

The Webſter's //ighied libel too too true? f 

Would furious minds have turn'd the church's keys 

To galling ſpurs and riding committees * | 

Would ver the brethren arbitrary ſeway 

Have thrown a whole quaternity away? $ 

Would rage have haſted with a violent ruſh, 

To ruining extremes her pow'r to puſh, 5 

Had CUurHBERT /tay'd to put her to the bluſh? 

No, no; we thought, had we our Atlas here, 

His head would have upheld the falling ſphere. 

Thus vain we thought, and will'd him living till ; 
Yet fear his lite had brought a greater ill: 
For, jealous Heav'n might ſee us on the road 
Of homage to him as a guardian God : 


* Alludiag to the controverſy about the Marrow of Modern Divinity, a 
book condemned by the General Aſſembly. Sc the aflair laid open, Vol. I. 
p. 238. Vol. II. p. 304., 30s. Vol. III. p. 46. 

+ Twelve Miniſters, commonly called the twelve Marrow Men, becauſe 
they defended the doctrine laid down in that book. "They had twelve Que- 
rics propounded to them, on that ſubject, by the Aſſembly; to which they 
made anſwer. 

Pointing at the proſecution againſt Profeſſor Stusox. See the aſſair 
briefly ſtated, Vol. II. p. 466, 467. Vol. IV. p. 148. 

| Referring to the Committees appointed by the General Aſſembly to ſettle 
miniſters upon reclaiming and diſſenting congregations, on the footing of the 
Patronage Act, when the Preſbytery, in which the ſettlement happencd to be, 
refuſed to do it. Sce the great evil of Patronage laid open, Vol. V. p. zog, 
316, 357, 398,424, 425 

$ Alluding, no doubt, to the ſuſpending and depoſing of the four Brethren ; 
a ſhort aceount of which affair may be ſcen, Vol. V. p. 304, 395, 396. 
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And therefore made his days a narrow ſpan, 
Leſt we deprav'd had idoliz'd the man, 
Who in the ſenates could have led the van. 
Such is the dubious ſtate of mortals here, 
We know not what to wiſh or what to fear. 
Dark clouds envelop, till the labouring mind 
Be to the wile diſpoſe of Heav'n reſign'd. 

Heav'n thought his death a ſtroke too too ſevere, 
Too troublous tor a peaceful hemiſphere ; 
And therefore then did ſhake the Britiſh globe 
With th' inſurrection of a furious mob: * 
That noiſe of blood and arms, of ſwords and ſpears, 
Might drown the clamours of our mournful lyres : 
'F hat burning flames of rude inteſtine wrath 
Might dry the tears of ſorrow for his death; 
Leſt floods of grief had ſwell'd beyond their ſhore, 
And like a deluge drown'd the earth once more. 
Heav'n wrathful ſent the meſſenger of death, 
Then to demand our CurHRERT's precious breath, 
To 'venge the crying guilt of daring crimes, 
And ſcourge the bold rebellion of the times. 

This Phoenix rare, whoſe life the earth deſir'd, 
Then Phconix-like in chearful flames expir'd. 
He from his life's decay could joy conceive, 
And kindle into tranſport at a grave. 
For, though his conſcious mind could own her flips ; 
And kindly wail the errors of its lips; 
Which might, he thought, in praiſe of Jeſus more 
Have daily lavifh'd out her fluent ſtore: 
Yet, living high by faith, could joyful go 
Through all the loud alarms of death below. 
Nor can the foul that to IMMANvEL clings, 
Whoſe courage from the depth of knowledge ſprings, 
Fear inevitable and deſtin'd things. 
The pleaſant mold in which kind Heav'n him caſt, 
Maintain'd amidſt the formidable blaſt, 
His charming chearful temper to the laſt. 

His inward pulſe, as death advanced nigh, 
Beat ſtrong with vigorous immortality. 
Upward we ſaw his heav*n-born ſpirit riſe, 
And boldly claim acquaintance with the ſkics. 


* The rebellion which took place Anno 1915, This was allo ſucceeded by 
another in the year 1745+ by the ſame diſaſſected party. 
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He on a death-bed could auditors teach, 

And his own glorious reſurrection preach ; 

And preſs the good, the holy goſpel-way, 

By all the glories of the awful day. 

He ſpoke his Maſter's name, his words, and wounds, 
Then ftretch*d and ſoar'd beyond times narrow bounds, 2 
To ſpeak his praiſe in more majeſtic ſounds. 5 
His ſoul expanding her immortal wings, 

Loſt by degrees the ſight of mortal things. 

With him once conjunct in the paſt'ral chair, 
We ſaw the Goſpel-herald, worthy Mats, 
Conſtrain'd his wonted theme to ſuperſede, 
And from the pulpit, o'er the hearſe to bleed, 
And blaze abroad the praiſes of the dead. 
Declaring “ by his death that day there fell, 

« A great man; yea, @ prince in Iſrael.” 


WINS 


Sec now, though yet the colours Cark appear, 

The picture of the famous CrHsERT here. 
My pencil having drawn but halt the man, 
Mult leave unfiniſh'd what it rath began. 

Theſe honour'd with his converſe once will find 
His livelier image pictur'd on their mind. 

We ſee him fall and to augment the moan, 0 
The great, the grave, Judicious Bos rod gone, * * 
Who once 4, like Athanaſius bold, ſtood firm "REY, 
Whole golden pen to future times will bear 
His fame, till in the clouds his Lozp appear. t 
With him dleſt Hoce, the venerable ſage, 

The humble witneſs *gainſt the haughty age, 
Was ſwept, with other worthies off th' unworthy ſtage. 
But thus if Hor/emen and Commanders die, 

How can, alas! the Infantry but fly ? 

We dread our fre new Lights the church enthrall, 
When former glorious Luminaries fall. 

But, hark! are now theſe bright and ſtately forms 
A deſpicable prey to greedy worms ? 

True! but, behold! their better part ſurvives, 
And Zionu's glorious King for ever lives. 


lle dicd on Saturday, May 20. 1722. | 
+ Viz, In the attzic of Profeffor $11 50x at the Genera! Aſſembly, Aur 719, 
« Meaning bis accent wiilings that were correfed by hunfe't, tor the prets. 
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Ne tanti Viri, Nomen, Fama, celebritas et 
quibus pollebat, dotes oblivione delean- 
tur, ſequentis quoque ELoG11 centuriam 
linearum (aptis quorundam Authorum 
phraſibus hic illic interſperſis) adjicere vi- 
ſum. 5 


CARMEN ELEGIAC UM, 


In Memoriam Viri celeberrimi Domini Jacos1 CUTHBERT, 
Paſtoris non ita pridem Culreſſen/is, 


EI 
UNERA CuTuserTI, Þoree ſub ſidere nati, 
Scotigent Fubaris, Scotia meſta canat. 
Te tamen ante omnes decet, ah! Fifana Camena, 
Fundere ſtabilibus carmi na grata modis : 
Vim cui contulerat Paulina Savor Miz ſanta 
Alis enim noſtre decidit hoc columen. 
Moribus, Ingenio, Doctrina clarus et Arte, 
Hec reliqua in terris ſunt monumenta ſut ; 
Ouodque mori potuit quamvis nunc marcet in urns, 
Fama, Decus, Virtus intemerata virent. 
2 
Sæpe mihi luctus, mors invidia, cauſa fuiſti; 
Mer ſiſti teneras ſæpius imbre genas. 
Sepe ſuos flevit Reſpublica noſtra parentes, 
Hoſtili quondam qui cecidere nece ; 
At vix ulla fuit tam juſti cauſa doloris, 
Scotia, CuTrBeRTo deſpoliata tuo. 
Ornabat patriam nuper, templumgque relictum, 
Nec ſupereſt tantis mens cummulata bonts. 
Nunquam vidi ullum, ſe prater, (parcite dot: 
Ouem pariter potui dicere E 
Multorum volitatque * * loquacibus alis 
Vir ſemel hie lucens, ſol velut tn tenebris : 
Cujus honorande vaces oracla fuere, 
Omnimode docti pectoris indicia : 
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Et merito, os cujus tam grata lavamina fudit, 
In memorum annales hicce relatus ineſt, 
Rebus in humants humantior baud fuit alter, 
Rebus et in divis divior alter ubi ? 
Aſertor fidet quo vix nerveſior ullus, 


Corrector ſcelerum, malleus hereſium 


Chriſtique inſeſtos, ut murus aheneus, hoſles 
Voce ſacri late fudit Evangelii. 

Sic rudium validas in viſcere vertere vires 
Mos erat, ut docuit, dummods vel domuit 

Litigioſa cohors, coram hoc Domitore diſerts, 
Tollere depreſſum non fuit auſa caput. 

Ingenium Muſe, mores vis enthea, mente m 
Excoluit pietas, oraque delicis. 

Hic hilarans hilaris qui miſcuit utile dulci, 
Serta jucundis, omnia puncta | 

Dotibus eximits Gai Paſtiris, Amici, 
Vis magts ornatum protulit ulla dies; 

Ne dotes natura omnes conferret in unum. 
Oueque aliis tribuat, dona nec ulla forent 

Mors veruit; propero carnis pede vincla reſolvens. 
Quot decorum cumulos, heu ! brevis hora rapit © 

Non vigor ingenii, lepide non gratia lingue, 
Non probitas potuit pellere tela necis. 

Quem redamant omnes, omnes abiiſſe dolebant, 
Ouantus amor cunctis, lantus iiſſue dolor. 

6 

Nomen adhuc redolens quadam dulcedine cuncfas 
Mulcet, et immemares non ſinit eſſe ſui. 

Lychnus Evangelit fulgens, verique perennts 
Præco pius, comptus, magnantmuſque futt. 

Dogmata ſacra Dei, myſteria condita Chriſti 
Expoſuit dota, perſpicuoque ſtylo. 

Abditq enim pandit Deus huic penetralia regni, 
Amplaque dimins munerg clauſa ſinu. 

Que priſcos latuere Sophos, latuere recentes, 
Condi hujus voluit pettore Deus. 

Celitus hec didicitque terricelts patefecit, 
Nunc cum cælicolis que pateſectt havet, 
V0 Jn- A. 8sss 
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Concio jam melior © Celeſtia gaudia prenſo, 
„ Flis modo cum Domino perpete pace fruor. 
% Cur ita legendum? palmam fero, morte ſepulta, 
„ Lator apud ſuperos, mollitor oſſa cubant.“ 1 
At non te flemus ſuperis, Curnss kr, receptum, 
Ploramus noſtram te removente vicem. 
Arma ſacræ quo nunc edis victricia vecla, 
Fam domitam, Dominus ni juvet ipſe, dumum? 1 
8 | 
En! Bos rox celebris, ſimul Hogs venerabilis, inſant, 
Terrea nunc ſuperant, celica tecta colunt : 
Inſuper amotæ precoct morte calumnæ 
Signant quam ſubito ſit peritura domus. 
Omnibus tantis percellimur, haud ſine cauſa 
Hinc timidi meſtos orbis addeſſè dies. 
Stirpe pricre, gemens Eccleſia Scotiqua languet, 
Vi CUTHBERTINA proh ſpoliata ſua. 
Ex Barathro (quid nunc obſtat? ) vis hoſtica furum 
Surgit, et inſidias hic et ubique ſtruit. 
1 
Droidus enque hoſlis laqueos, incendia, cruces 
Aptat, et innocuo valnera mille gregi. 
Sola poteſt tam patientia vincere cladem. 
Nec niſi de ſuperis ſedibus illa venit. 
Verus amor puro ex credentis peFore manans 
Per mala tot, CHRIS ro Principe victor erit. 
Vivida vis mentis, genitque potentis acumen 
Nunc tua, CUTHBERTE, belica tela deſunt 
Mors clauſit placido languentia lumina ſomno, 
Gaudia cum ſuperts mens ſine fine bibit. 
IP, 
Quo tua vaſerunt dictamina nectare plena, 
Mens generoſa volat, labraque letifica ? 
Quæ potuit cautes Hebetes ani mare loquends 
Hei ! modo ſub tenebris, lingua diferte ſilet. 
Ouam procul hic fugit tua prompta facundia fundi, 
Candor et integritat, inviolata fides ? 
Solers tam ſaptens non quovis naſcitur anno, 
O/que virile vibrans cum pietate part. 
Vivis in bac ima, praclarro namine, terra; 
Spiritus in ſumms vivit ovatque pols. 


AN 
ELEGY, or FUNERAL POEM, 


On the much lamented Dearth of that pious Perſon, 


The Rev. Mr. PATRICK PLENDERLIETH, 
Miniſter of the Goſpel at Saline. 


Who died Anno 1715. Written at the Deſire of ſome 
of his Friends, 


ISSOLVE in tears, ye bright ſeraphic fires, 
If forrow can have place in heav'nly quires ; 

Mens eyes unable are enough to ſhed ; 
A juſter wound the world hath ſeldom bred : 
Behold a gracious plant, for fruit, for flow'r ; 
A noble ſaint for zeal, for truth, for pow'r ; 
A peerleſs gem for virtue, proof, and price; 
On earth a friend to truth, a toe to vice: 
And, lo! alas! this piece of heav'n doth die; 
The caſe might make the very ſtones to cry. 

O Death! why tyranniſeſt in thy might: 
Why ſo ſevere, to ſtrike ſo choice a wight ? 
Why let'ſt out of the ark a Noah's dove, 
While many hearts were arks unto his love? 
Hath death a pow'r to break affections lock, 
And ſteal the darling of the little flock ? 
Nay, ſure; what's lov'd to-day, can die to-morrow ; 
What's dead to love is (till alive to ſorrow, 
This man of God ſtill lives, and lodging hath 
In grateful memories, in ſpite of death, 
He lives not only now above the ſkies, 
But lives on earth in tears of many eyes. 
Zeal, mildneſs, grace gave air unto his breath: 
And hence his favour liveth after death. 

His walk, his worſhip were of divine ſtamp ; 
His doctrine, practice, all a burning lamp. 
His life all light and heat, fed from above; 
His lips all fervour, and his heart all love: 
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His time all holy-days; for of the ſeven 

Each day was Sabbath, and each Sabbath Heav'n, 
Ilis home was ſecret places of the ſtairs ; $ 

His title known to be a man of pray'rs. 

No grove, no river: ſide frequented he, 

But there the place of pray'r was wont to be. 
Bethel, where-e'er he went, was his abode; 
For ſtill he reared altars to his God. 

His converſe heav'nly, and his carriage mild; 
His ſoul ſublime his conſcience undefil'd. 

His frame ſcraphic in ꝗevotion's mount; 

His holy ardor ſeldom waxing blunt: 

Floods of celeſtial aid did elevate 

TH ark of his ſoul to heav'nly Ararat. 

Full gales, heart- rending throbs, heav'n reaching cries 
Did waft his ardent pray'rs above the ſkies. 
For church, for ſtate, for all he pray'd with not; 
No caſe, no place, no friend, no foe forgot. 
He trode the milky-way, by faith and pray'rs, 
Was cloth'd with gravity, without gray hairs. 
Was maſter of his paſſions all within; 

Glad without lightneſs, angry without fin. 
His language correſponding with his faith ; 
No vain nor idle word defil'd his breath. 

H:'s lips unfeign'd, his actions undiſguis'd; 
Moſt modeſt when carreſt, meek when deſpis'd. 
A map of innocent humility ; 

A peerleſs paragon of ſympathy. 

A miror great of love to great and ſmall ; 

A compound of compaſſion towards all. 

By love he conquer'd ſome of high degree; 
And kilPd the meanelt with his courteſy, 

His kindneſs with ſincerity appear'd : 

To rich, to poor, to ev'ry fort indear'd. 

With care he mark'd all providential ways, 

Ev'n the minuteſt, to his Maker's praiſe. 

His active ſpirit oil'd with Hermon dew 

Did ſwiftly, after endleſs bliſs purſue : 

He was a mighty hunter, and the chaſe, 

The God of glory in the field of grace. 

Alas! the race was very ſhort indeed ; 

But lack in ſpace, was well made up in ſpeed. 
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His public ſpirit was of ſuch a pitch, 
That few in zeal for God were found fo rich. 
So vaſt the treaſure in this earthen cup; 
Zeal for his Maſter's houſe did cat him up. 
To whatſoever place he did repair, | 
His converſe was a conſtant preaching there. - 
In houſe or field, this antipode of floath 
For gaining ſouls, ſpent foul and body both: 
For, like his LoRD, whoſe ſervice was his food, 
He went about for ever doing good. 
Still at his Maſter's work, ſtill at his motion; 
A conſtant miracle of cloſe devotion. 
Mounting the pulpit from his ſecret bow'r, 
He pray'd with divine pith, and preach'd with pow'r. 
Faithful to all men, in their ſeveral places, 
He neither ſpar'd: their faults, nor fear'd their faces. 
This miniſterial grace to him was given 
To leave on many hearts a ſeal of heaven. 
Yet ſtill his humble mind ſhun'd airy fame; 
Purſu'd the merit, but retus'd the name: 
His ſelt-drain'd foul deſpis'd opinton's blaze; 
He fought the virtue but diſclaim'd the praiſe : 
He all the glory to his Gop did yield, 
And crown'd fair Grace the empreſs of the field. 
Ah! here is but the name of rhat fair faint ; 
We have his image, but himſelf we want. 
He hath the crown indeed, but we the croſs : 
He finds the gain; but we, alas! the loſs. 
Death brake the cage to let the ſparrow fly, 
Which now hath found a houſe, a neit on high, 5 
Even God's own altars to eternity. 
Our Sodom now may fear the ſtorm anon, 
When Lot is to his withed Zoar gone. 
Gov doth ſometimes firſt crop the ſweeteſt flow'r, 
And leaves the weeds till tempeſts them devour. 
So ripe is vice, ſo green is virtue's bud, 
The world doth wax in ill, but wain in good, 
And Noah's to his ark: we tear a flood. 
This happy foul is now above the ſtorm, 
Fixt on his rock, with ſaints of higheſt form; 
For while his vellel paſt the troubled ocean, 
He ſail'd from tn to ftrongth with ſwifteſt notion, 
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Till on Immanuel's land he came a ſhore, 
The place to which he ſent his heart before. 
Such was his holy life, as now reſolv'd, 
Which by a happy death was thus diſſolv'd. 
As lumps of ſugar loſe themſelves and twine 
Their ſouple eſſence in the ſp'rit of wine: 
So he in death did ſweatly melt away, 
As doth the dawn into the riſing day: 
Aurora fair muſt vail her roſy face 
When brighter Phoebus occupies her place: 
So he; when glory roſe in room of grace. 
His death not differ'd from this life of his, 
Nor the concluſion from the premiſes. 
His death-bed prov'd a little paradiſe, | 
And uſher'd in with hallelujahs thrice, 
He, (in his ſwiming over Jordan river,) 
Began to ſing as now he ſhall for ever; 
For there he ſang before he went aſhore, 
A triple victory for evermore : 
Dull earth could ſcarce indure his holy noiſe, 
While he did antidate his future joys. 
Some ſaw his happy exit, unto whom 
He told of Cherubs ſent to guard him home: 
And thus his better part was wafted o'er, 
With prelibations of his endleſs glore. 
Could we now hear this blefled harper play 
His hallclujahs; ſweetly might he ſay, 
Rue not my death, rejoice at my repoſe, 
The bud was op'ned to let forth the roſe, 
It was no death to me, but to my wo, 
The chain was loos'd to let the captive go. 
From croſs to crown, from thrall to throne I went, 
And now I reign ; I ſing with full content, 
Lo! here I reſt; and here I love to be, 
Where I enjoy more than my faith could ſee, 
J preach'd the glory which I now behold; 
But, lo! the thouſandth part was never told, 
I got a taſte below, but now above, 
I forage in the verdant fields of love. 
On earth, my faith ſtole down a diltant kiſs; 
But now my love cleaves to the check of bliſs, 


MISCELLANEOUS POEMS, 63 


Lament not my deceaſe, as your miſhap, 

When I fo gladly reſt in glory's lap, 

Weep not that death did me from death deliver, 
Nor grieve as for a loſs; I'm won for ever, 

I fought, I wreſtled there, from whence I came; 
I joy, I triumph here, where now I am. 

On earth J long*d to fee my Jesvs dear; 

Behold ! I fought him there, and find him here. 
In galleries T joy, in white I walk, 

"Mong worthy wights, of whom I once did talk. 
I fee this glorious King in whom ! boaſt, 

Upon the head of this triumphant hoſt. 

With this ſeraphic quire I join on high, 

To warble notes of praiſe eternally : 

Glory to Gop that ever here I came, 

And glory, glory, glory to the Lamb : 

My light, my life, my ſtrength, my joy, my all, 
Is now within mine arms, and ever tha!l. 

My glorious Lord is mine, and I am his; 

I'm like him, for I fee him as he is: 

No darkneſs vails him now, no diſmal night, 
No cloud no vapour intercepts his light, 

| ſee, I ſee for ever face to face 


The brighteſt beauty in the brighteſt place, 


Thus might he ſay ; but, ah! we ſeem too bold 
Can Heav'n's unutterable joys be told! 
There, there he dwells; earth was fo low a place, 
For him to view his Saviour's comely face, 
That with Zaccheus from the lower ſtory, 
He graſpt the branch, and climb'd the tree of glory. 
O may we trace his ſteps, with one accord, 
And imitate him, as he did his Lord! 
For ſtill his hope, his joy, his aim was this, 
To live, to love, to be where now he is. 
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To the Mo v of the pious and painful, learned and emi- 
nent Servant of CHRIST, 


The Rev. Mr. ALEXANDER HAMILTON, late 
Miniſter of the Goſpel at Stirling ; 


Who died January 29, 17 38. aged 75. Written at 
the Deſire of ſome of his Friends. 


Principium vitæ mors &/t, fic itur ad aſtra, 
Felix qui vivit qui moriturque Deo. 


PA 


His Character, Qualifications, Manner of Preaching, and 
amiable Deportment. 


\EATH! doſt thou difficult us now to know, 
If as a friend thou ſtrik'ſt, or as a foe ? 
A foe, in cutting off the beſt of ſeers ? 
Or friend, in ſparing him till full of years ? 
What! ſhall regard to thee, O death, be giv'n? 
Thour't but a ſervant to the nods of Heav'n; 
Which did not criminals on earth provoke, 
They'd neither fear thy late nor ſudden ſtroke, 
Thy LorD was once for us to thee ſubmils, 
To him our humble anſwer due is this, 5 
*Tis we, *tis we that fin away our bliſs. 
But how, O how has Scotland anger'd Hcav'n! 
And what offence anew has Stirling giv*n? 
What bold tranſgreſſions and heav'n-daring crimes, 
Have broke out fierce in theſe debauched times: 
That we ſhould live to ſee Heav'n's lifted hand 
Thus pulling down the pillars of the land, 
The ſupports of the church, and by their fall, 
The godly fabric made a bowing wall. 


— — 
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80 many cedar-beams from Lebanon, 

And ſtately rafters of our houſe arc gone, 

As threaten ruin to ſucceed anon. 

Great HamiLron among the ſacred tribe, 
An able prop, a well-inſtructed ſcribe, 

Was zealous, firm, and faithful unto death ; 
No nominal defender of the faith: 

But with undaunted courage did contend 
Gainſt blaſphemies and errors to his end; 
No combatant for truth more ſkill'd than he, 
Was ſet for the defence of pgoſpel-purity. 

He evidenc'd to learn'd and knowins men, 
Both by his tongue, his pulpit, and his pen, 
His inſight into truth's abyſs was great, 

And vaſtly deep beyond the common rate. 
Yea, famous men of arts have felt the {kill 
And conqu'ring edge of his well-pointed quill. 
His eyes diffus'd a venerable grace; 

And piety itſelf was in his face. 

Sweetneſs of temper ſoften'd all he ſpoke ? 

He bore his great commiſhon in his look. 

He taught the goſpel rather than the law ; 


And forc'd himſelf to drive, but lov'd to draw. 


With eloquence innate his ſoul was arm'd; 


Learning and grace combining jointly charm'd. 


His view of every ſacred line was bright; 
Each ſermon was a lamp of goſpel-light. 
His care was firſt the malady to thew 
Next to preſent the remedy in view; 
And then his powerful application bore 
The healing plaiſter to the running ſore, 
He from Mount Sinai firſt did ſouls alarm; 
And then with promiſes from Zion charm. 
And thus whatever was the facred text, 
This was the plan, ſtill plain and unperplex'd. 
He ſhone *bove others with ſuperior light, 
In clearing up his hearers claim of right; 
The goſbel warrants and the grounds of faith, 
Laid in the word, infur'd by JIxsus' death, 
And ſcal'd by baptiſm in their early breath, 
Vo I. X. KI 
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Thus Unbelief he of its ſhifts bereft, 

And unbelievers all excuſeleſs left. 

His main concern was ſafely to embark 

The drowning world into the ſaving ark. 

He ſpread the news of rich and ſov'reign grace, 
Which glorious reigns thro' Jesus' righteouſneſs ; 
That grace's cov'nant abſolute and free 

Might with the finner's needy caſe agree. 

At ſolemn work his help ſo ſweet, ſo dear, 

Was fought and got by brethren far and near. 
To ſacramental feaſts he went his round, 

And grac'd the tables with his joyful ſound. _ 
His church was long the little flock's reſort ; 


His werds could with their time and need comport; 
And hence he could be long, he could be ſhort. 
His courteous carriage ſhew'd his gen'rous mind ; 
Fond without fraud, and without flattry kind. 
His faith he prov'd beyond dim reaſon's ken, 
By flaming zeal for Gop, and love to men. 
Yet tree of pride, his works he vility'd ; 
Was always humble, always ſelf-deny'd. 
So much he others to himſelf preferr d, 
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In charitable thoughts he chiefly err'd, 
Till thence by open villanies deterr'd. 
Yet this we ſcarce can as failure grant, 
Which ſhew'd in others, not in him che want, 
Who prov'd himſelf in all reſpects a ſaint. 
A ſkilful counſellor in each dark caſe; 
A hearty ſympathizer in diſtreſs. 
Still warm his heart was with his words inlaid ; 
But moſtly flaming when he preach'd or pray'd. 
His frame was ſtill divine, his words exact, 
Saints heard the voice that did their hearts attract, 
And angels liſten'd while the charmer ſpake. 
He duly watch'd his flock by night and day; 
And from the prc"ing wolf redeem'd the prey. 
Was ready ſtill at hand without requeſt, 
To ſerve the ſick, and ſuecour the diſtreſt. 
The proud he tam'd, the patient he chear'd ; 
Nor to reprove the rich offender fear'd. 
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He for a deep divine was known to all; 
Yea, to a proverb evangelical. 
Cak1sT was the leading theme, whoſe righteouſneſs 
He publiſh'd as the only glorious dreſs 
The coat of mail to fence from top to toe, 
Againſt the ſhot of death and future woe. 
And while he ſought proud nature to depreſs, 
Expoſing unto ſhame the ſordidneſs 
And dung of every ſpecious legal dreſs ; 
Yet {till he careful aim'd the way to chalk, 
By goſpel ſuccours to a holy walk, 
And ſhut the mouths that would but vainly talk. 
And what he preach'd he in his practice wrought, 
A living ſermon of the truth he taught. 
An holy humble courſe of life he ſteer'd, 
That all might ſee the doctrine which they heard. 
A converſation affable and mild; 
Nor with vain language were his lips defil'd : 
Yea, gravity appear'd even when he ſmil'd. 
His preſence grave did rev'rence great command, 
And crave profound reſpe& from ev'ry hand 
His very look could vanity reclaim ; 
His countenance put levity to ſhame, 
Chear drooping hearts of ſaints, and alſo make 
The guilty conſcience of the ſinner quake. 
He to the laſt laborious ſtill remain'd ; 
Nor was he from his work by age reſtrain'd. 
His weakneſs never made him give it o'er; 
His willing mind did working ſtrength reſtore. 
What would have made ſome to their c- beds creep, 
Could never him out of his pulpit keep. 
So prompt to teach, and preach, and pray, and praiſe, 
His labour had no end but with his days. : 
Warm from his work he to his reſt did move : 
And from his pulpit to his throne above. 
But was it his intent to verify 
What ſeem'd fo falſe, that Seraphims may dic? 
Sure, could they die at all, juſt ſo would they 
All in a flame celeſtial mount away. 
And now ſince he is gone, be this our ſtrife, 
juſt fo to live, and ſo to end our lite, 
Tett 2 
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PART I. 


His Duration in the Miniſtry, and where he laboured ; 
with his valiant Appearance in contending for the Truth, 


and the great Lofs ſuſtained by his Death. 


T Eccleſmahin firſt this Prophet great 
Had tor a time his miniſterial feat. * 
At Airth this filver trumpet long did ſound, + 
To ſolemn teaſts conveening thouſands round. 
Stirling was bleſs'd next e'er this herald's death, 
With twelve years warning of his dying breath.. 
But how he ſhould with zeal proclaim the truth 
Scem'd firſt to be predicted in his youth: 
When bloody hands that gave the fatal blow, 
Set up the martyrs heads a public ſhow ; 
To their diſyrace, whoſe glory is their ſhame, 
But to the ſuffering ſaints their ſtanding name. 
As CaHRiIsT their Lord did on the croſs ſubdue, 
And made of all his foes an open ſhew ; 
So theſe crown'd heads long over men of blood 
On ſummities of ports triumphing ſtood, 
When martyr'd GurhHkltt, famous and renown'd, 
Had thus for many years been highly crown'd; 
When, by his head expos'd in open place, 
Gop mean'd his honour, devils his diſgrace; 
Our HamtLToN, inſpir'd with early zeal, 
Ev'n in his youth, againſt the gates of hell, 
Mounting the port, brought like a gallant foul, 
That bleſſed head down from the dying pole. 
Heav'n thus preſaging how in very deed, 
He ſhould unto the martyr's work ſucceed, 
And bear his meſſage as he bore his hcad. 
Now, (might the martyr ſay) no hand but thine 
Had ever pow'r to move this head of mine, 
From this high poſt, to which it was preferr'd; 
Thy zeal to ſee it decently interr'd, 
Takes thee the fitteſt hand to go and bear 
My laft addreſs a- new to Stirling's ear: 


A 


_ . 


* Six years, + Twenty-ſix years, f Mr. James, miniſtcr at Stirling. 


; 
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« There*mong my cloſet-papers mould'ring lies 
My farewel ſermon, bury'd from their eyes, 

« Heav'n ſhall forbid, whoc'er poſſeſſion have, 
All hands but thine, to raiſe it from the grave. 
For that ſame hand that buries this my head 
shall be employ'd to raiſe it from the dead. 
But as my head at reſt, ere touch'd by thee, 
* Sleep'd in the Lord; ſo thine at reſt ſhall be, 

* Fer mine this figur'd reſurrection public ſee : 
Let thus far rais'd by thee ſhall from the preſs. 
* As from a public pole, its former place, 
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Stand up again, and witneſs to the following * 


And as thy feet on fellow's ſhoulders ſtood, 

* Riſking thy life to make thy purpoſe good; 

so ſhall thy feet on necks of brethren ſtand, 

* Till martyr'd truth be reſcu'd by thine hand, 

And this laſt ſtep thy life and perils all diſband.” 
Grant then this honour'd head its honour loſt, 

When thus brought down from its exalted poſt, 

Of witnoſſing as clearly after death, 

As e*cr it did before with vital breath: 

Yea, witneſſing as from a pulpit high, 

By this long public preaching to the eye: 

If Hamilton's brave hand did ought amiſs, 

This head from labour wholly to diſmiſs, 

Or from its place of honour thus to rend; 

Why, then, this bold adventure might portend, 

The Martyr's pulpit laſt ſhould all his labours end. 
Fame alſo ſounded once his fencing art, 

Zo great that few could act the counter-part, 

In's younger years; which might perhaps preſage 

The nobler wars of his advancing age; 

For then, arm'd with the Spirit's ſword in hand, 

He kept antagoniſts at his command. 

Nor while he flouriſh'd, did his nation yield 

A greater champion on the goſpel-field. 

Bleſt PLENDERLIETH declar'd his dark eclipſe, 

ill conqu'ring light beam'd from his balmy lips. 

His captious brethren, captives at his feet, 

Gladly confeſs'd his vict'ry was complete: 

Great Briſbane own'd himſelf his happy preſclyte. 


; 


; 


— 


— 
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His 1 drew him, like a mighty chain, 
uite from the legal to the goſpel-{train ; 
So bright, that henceforth he appear'd to all 
Moſt accurately evangelical. 
His doctrine too with wiſdom well ſupply'd, 
With magazines of learning fortify'd. 
And henceforth theſe two ſoùls were no more twain, 
But knit with Jonathan and David's chain, 
He ſpent his breath in Hamilton's pure air, 
As Hamilton did his at laſt in Briſbane's chair, 
When *gainſt the truth proud church-men were inrag'd, 
He had the honour early to be ſtag'd ; ' 
But when arraign'd before fam'd committees 
For purity of doctrine, could with eaſe 
Teach his pretended teachers, and impart 
Deep things of grace, ſurpaſſing ſhallow art. 
His judges, learn'd enough, were forc'd to yield, 
And crown their pannel Victor on the field. 
Thus in the church, though not in worldly ſtate, 
This ALEXANDER may be term'd the Great. 
He teſtifying to his lateſt years 
For Chriſtian liberty in chooſing ſeers, 
Could never ſee the flock of CHRIS TH oppreſs'd, 
And in their room nobility careſs'd 
Nor under-rate a pearl was bought ſo dear, 
To compliment a patron or a peer. 
In conflicts very late he was the man 
Who for the people's freedoms led the van. 
Theſe were among (and mark it, careleſs age) 
The laſt contendings of the dying ſage. 
My words and deeds of this departing ſaint 
Impreſſions ſuiting with his zeal implant. 
He earneſtly contended for the faith, 
By zealous teſtimonies to his death : 
By him were witneſſes for truth belov'd ; 
He all their proud oppoſers diſapprov'd: 
And did his zeal for Reformation ſhew, 
By daily prayer for the reforming Few: * 
His aptneſs in that cauſe to ſpeak and write, 
Made him the but of eccleſiaſtic ſpite. 


The AsS0c14TE PRESBYTERY, Which, in his public prayers, he term- 
ed the Kefroming Few. 
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Yet *gainſt his face when furies fierce awoke, 

What barking dogs and railing mon/ters ſpoke, 

Could nor his paſſions, nor his ſmiles provoke. 
When five in ſeſſion male-content withdrew, 

And courts ſuperior countenanc'd the crew, 

Into their hands depoſiting the helve, 

Exauctorating all the other twelve: 

His meek, and yet unanſwerable plaint 

Of this procedure, ſtrange and violent; 

They have depoſed me from my lacred power 

Of government, in this my watching tower; 

© Yet me they never heard, nor cited to an hour. 
Was he then equal to his worth eſtcem'd? 

Or from reproach and calumny exeem'd? 

No, no: hell furies did him hot purſue ; 

He was the ſcorn of an abandon'd crew. 

Why with ſuch fury, O malignant race! 

Do ye to death the faithful watchmen chace ? 

Have patience, Gentlemen; have patience, pray; 

Behold them flying faſt enough away! 

See Zion's battlements broke down in haſte; 

And temples glorious once, but now laid waſte; 

Flocks ſcatter'd, faithful fhepherds turning rare, 

And bleeting lambs left to the foxes care! 

The prophets do they live for ever? No: 

Sce worthy Hamiltons, how faſt they go 

Look to the north and ſouth, the cali and weſt, 


Where's Cuthbert, Stuart, Webſter, Baſton bleſs' d; 


With Mair, Mclarine, Briſbane, and the reſt ! 
Thoſe that tormented you before your time 

Are quickly moving to another clime. 

You need not beat your brains how to lay waſte 

The zealous clergy ; lo! themſelves make haſte 

To get into the ark, before the cloud 


That gathers thick, pour down a ſhow'r of blood. 


Well may we fear Gob is intending wars, 
When calling home his great Ambaſſadors. 

O Stirling, Stirling!“ Thou haſt been the ſeat 
Ot famous martyrs and confeſſors great! 
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; 


; 


Some thou haſt ſton'd by thy fierce butcherous hive®*. 


Which never ſince have had a day to thrive? 
* The Ocſhers that toned Mr. Gur niz. 
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And others thou haſt kill'd by thy contempt 
And few of them from cruel rage exempt. 
How oft would heav'n have gather'd thy poor race 
Beneath the ſtretched wings of glorious grace ? 
But if thou wouldeſt not expect thy fate, 
Thy temple left unto thee deſolate. 

But ſtay, is ſov'reign mercy's door of hope 
Not wholly ſhut as yet, but partly ope? 
Haſte, haſte, t' improve the light that ſhines about, 
Fer vengeance blow thy hindmoſt candle out; 
And Gop molt high provoked to depart, 
Give paſtors not according to his heart, 
But to thine own, unto thine endleſs ſmart. 
Hear, hear, the quickening, yet the dying knell 
Of grace, ſtil] fluttering, loath to bid farewell; 
Leſt 5 vain he pinions o'er the prey, 
She quickly clap her wings, and ſoar away. 


Sessel 


In Theologum eximium Dominum ALRXAN DRU 
HamiLTox, Paſtorem nuperrime Strivilingenſem. 


D9T1B3US hic quantis, tam par vo carmine dici, 
Enituit, nulla conditione poteſt. 

Lux erit in tenebris, ſed eum cum fata tulerunt ; 

Inde caret regio Scotica luce ſua. 


CuRkisrus, Evangelii ſulgente ardente lucerna, 
Arcanus Iesus hac patefecit opes. 

Præco ſacra prater multus dum praſtitit arte 
Hic ut Evangelii, fic et Evangelicus. 


Vifor ALX AN DER fuit olim magnus in orbe, 
Hic victor pariter magnus in Aide ſacra. 

Regifice adverſos vicit Gladiator amictus 
Enſe viri primum, denique at enſe Del. 


Indoclos decuit, doctos domuitque ſuperbes, 
Ut verum teneant, falſaque rejiciant. 

Nui tulit in terris palmam victoris aculi, 
In ſuperis victor Iæia tropheta canit. 
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Et qui tot curis feſſus, tantoque labore, 
ptatam tandem pervenit in requiem. 


Tam poſt emenſos con/tanti mente labores 
Aura regificum vixit in aſtra Deus. 


Luo ſe grex ovium, tanto paſtore perempto, 
Vertet, et unde ſibi pabula pura petet? 

Error ubique regit, truculenter ſ@vit in omnes 
Hoc paridiſiaco ſævius angue malum. 


Nunc rabies Cleri quam pauci ob/tare ſuperſunt 
Nulla non miſerum circuit arte gregem. 

Summe Deus, paſtorque gregis, ſubmitte labori 
Paſtoris, Templi commiſerere tui. 
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SCRIPTURE AUTHORITIES 


For Subjecting unto, and Praying for, 


CIVIL MAGISTRATES *. 


Written in eaſy metre, for the Sake of weak Memories 


/ and vulgar Capacities. 


O Civil Pow'rs, let great regard be giv'n; 


And human laws, that croſs not thoſe of Heav'n ®. 


For ſo do ſacred oracles direct, 
To higher pow'rs let ev'ry ſoul ſubjed b. 


Saints, even in Rome, were taught, in larful things, 


Meekly t' obtemperate their heathen Kings. 
The precept reaches all the human clan, 
Submit io ev*ry ordinance of man ©, 


* This Poem, although wrote ſeveral years before the Author's death, yet 
was never before publiſhed ; it was taken from an original manulcript,, wrote 
in long hand. That it may have the more convincing cflicaey, the ſcripture 


texts are here extended at proper length. 


a Acts 4. 19. But Peter and John anſwered, Whether it be right in the 


ſight of God, to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye. 


þ Rom. 13. 1. Let every ſoul be ſubject to the higber powers ; for there 


is no power but of God: the powers that be, are viGained of God. 


c Pet. 2. 13. Submit yourſclves to every ordinance of man for the 


Lord's fake : whether it be unto the king, as ſupreme, Cc. 
Vol. A. Uuuu 
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And that for ſeaſons which apoſtles take 

From heav'n and earth, even God and conſcience ſake * 
While magiſtratic pow'rs don't tyrannize, 

But grant their facred, civil liberties, 

Reclaimers in that caſe complain of eaſe. 

Their name is ſuch as few will dare applaud, 

Reſi/ters of the ordinance of God ®. 

Apoſtles order all their flocks, and ours, 
For heav'nly ends, to ſtoop to earthly pow'rs © : 
Nor for their want of qualities divine, 

Mutt we their juſt authority decline. 
And hence the prophet Jeremy implor'd 
King Zedekiah as his royal Lord a; 
Who yet had broke his oath to Babylon, 
And to idolatry aſide had gone ©. 

Hence alſo Obediah good and great, 
Was wicked Ahab's miniſter of ſtate * : 
Yet in this ſervice ſacred lines record, 
That Obediah greatly fear'd the Lord. 


a Rom. 13. 5. Wherefore ye mult needs be ſubhject, not only for wrat!:, 
but alſo for conſcience ſake. 1 Pet. 2. 13. Submit yourſelves unto every or- 
dinance of man for the Lord's fake. 

b Rom. 13. 2. Whoſoever therefore reliſteth the power, reſiſteth the ordi- 
nance of God: and they that reſiſt, ſhall receive to themſelves damnation. 

c 1 Pet. 2. 13,17. Submit yourſelves to every ordinance of man for the 
Lord's ſake : whether it be to the king, as ſupreme; or unto governors, as 
unto them that are ſent by him, for the puniſhment of evil doers, and for the 
praiſe of them that do well. For fo is the will of God, that with well - doing ye 
may put to ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh men: as free, and not ufing your 
liberty for a cloke of maliciouſneſs, but as the ſervants of God. Honour all 
men, love the brotherhood, fear God, honour the king. 

d Jer. 27, 29, Therefore hear now, I pray thee, O lord the king; let my 
ſupplication, I pray thee, be accepted by thee ; that thou cauſe me not return 
to the houſe of Jonathan the ſcrihe, Jeſt I die there, 

e Ezek. 17. 15, 16, 179. But he [viz, Zedckiali] rebelled againſt him {the 
king of Babylon] in ſending ambaſſadors into Egypt, that they might give him 
horſes, and much people: thall he proſper ? ſhall ke eſcape that doth ſuch 
things? or, ſhall he break the covenant, and be delivered? As I live, faith 
the Lord God, ſurely in the place where the king dwelleth that made him 
King, whoſe oath he deſpiſed, whoſe covenant he brake, even with him, in 
the midſt of Babylon he thall die, Neither ſhall Pharaoh, With his mighty 
army and great company, make for him in the war, by caſting up mountains, 
and building forts to cut off many perſons, &c. 2 Chron, 36. 17, 12, 13. 
Zedekiah was one and twenty years old when he began to reign in Jeruſalem, 
And he did that which was cvil in the fight of the Lord his God, and hum- 
bled not himſelf before Jeremiah the prophet, ſpeaking from the mouth of the 
Lord, And he aitlo rebelled againſt king Nebuchadnezzar, who had made 
him ſwear by God: but he (tiiF-ncd his neck, and hardencd his heart from 
turning umo the Lord God ot Iſrael. | 

f 1 Kings 18 3. And Ahab called Obediah, which was the governor ot 
his houſe ; now Obediah feared the Lord greatly, 
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Elijah too, that holy zealous man, 
Who ne'er on Ahab, in his fins, would fawn s; 
Yet, moſt ſubmiſs, before his chariot ran *. 
The ſacred book with ſpecial fally loads 
All ſuch as venture to revile the Gods. 
For (but except ſons of tyrannic thrall) 
The God of heav'n does rulers of the ball, 
His vice-roys and anointed ſervants call]. 
Hence Paul to Cæſar his appeal difplay'd * : 
And CHRIST to Cæſar will have tribute paid !. 
Yea, Heav'n for earthly rulers pray'r exacts m, 
As much as they do tribute, toll, or tax. 
And hence, 'tis God's command to pray, we ſee, 
For all inveſted with authority ® ; 
That under them we peaceful lives may lead. 
And godlineſs, and honeſty ſuccced. 


g 1 Kings 18. 18, And he [Flijah] anſwered, I have not troubled Iſrael, but 
thou and thy father's houſe, in that ye have forſaken the commandments of 
the Lord, and thou haſt followed Baalim. 

b Kings 18. 46. And the hand of the Lord was on Elijah; and he girded 
up his loins, and ran before Ahab, to the entrance of Iczreel. 

i Exod. 22. 28. Thou ſhalt not revile the gods, nor curſe the ruler of the 
people. Ach 23. 5. Then ſaid Paul, I wiſt not, brethren, that he was the 
high prieſt; for it is written, Thou ſhalt not ſpeak evil of the ruler of the 
people. 2 Pet. 2.9, 10, 11. The Lord knoweth how to reſerve the unjuſt un- 
to the day of judgment to be puniſhed; but chiefly them that walk after the 
fleſh, in the luſt of uncleanneſs, and deſpiſe government: preſumtuous are 
they, ſelf-willed, they are not afraid to ſpeak evil of dignites ; whereas an- 
gels, which ate. greater in power and might, bring not railing accuſation a- 
gainſt them before the Lord. 

J Iſa. 45. 1. Thus faith the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whoſe right- 

hand I have holden, to ſubdue nations before him, Cc. Jer. 27. 6. And 
now have I given all theſe lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar, the king 
of Babylon, my ſerrant, and the beaſts of the field have I given him allo to ſerve 
him. 
t Acts 25. 10, tr. Then {aid Paul, I ſtand at Cæſar's judgment- ſeat, where 
I ought to be judged : to the ſews have 1 done no wrong, as thou very wel! 
knoweſt, For if I be an offender, or have committed any thing worthy ot 
death, I refuſe not to die: hut if there be none of theſe things whereof they 
accuſe me, no man may deliver me unto them. I appeal unto Czfar. 

Matth. z2. 20, 21. Aud Jeſus ſaith unto them, Whoſe is this image and 
ſuperſcription? They ſay unto him, Cæſar's. Then faith he unto them, 
Render thercfore unto Ca ſar, the things which are Cæſar's; and unto God, the 
things that are God's. Rom. 137 Render therefore to all their due: tri- 
butc, to whom tribute is due; cuſtom to whom cuſtom is duc; fear, to whom 
tear; honour, to whom honour. 


mn Matth. 22. 21. See above in letter |. 
„ 1 Tim. 2.1, 2. I exhort therefore, that firſt of ali, ſupplications, pray- 


ers, intercgſſions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; for kings, ard 
tor all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life, in 
all govlinets and honeſty, 


Uuuu 2 
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This precept, if we view the time, relates 

To Pagan perſecuting magiſtrates : 

For none but ſuch poſſeſt the ruling throne, 

Till centuries of Chriſtian years were gone. 

Don't Sov'reigns, then, much more our prayers claim, 

That bear the Chriſtian Proteſtants fair name? 
In ancient times the man of God, tis ſaid, 

For ſinful Jeroboam carneſt pray'd 9. 

Moſes, for wicked Pharaoh lift his eyes ; 

And faithful Abram, for Abim' lech cries 4. 

Hence holy martyrs, in their dying hours, 

Pray'd for their bloody perſecuting pow'rs ** 

And holieſt Jesus ſpent his dying breath 

In praying for cruel actors in his death. 

And bids his foll'wers pray to Heav'n for thoſe 

That are their ſpiteful perſecuting foes $. 

Thus with his great example and command, 

Theſe precepts all in Judah binding ſtand; 

Yet Judah was a covenanted land“. 


1 Kings 13. 3, 6. And he [ vig. the man of God} gave a fign the ſame day, 
ſaying, This is the ſign which the Lord hath fpoken, bchold, the altar ſhall 
be rent, and the aſhes that are upon it ſliall be poured out.—And the king 
[ jeroboam}]anſwered and faid unto the man of God, Intreat now the face of 
the Lord thy Ged, and pray for me, that my hand may be reſtored me again, 
And the man of God beſought the Lord; and the king's hand was reſtored 
him again, and became as it was before. 

p Exod. 8. 12. And Moſes and Airon went out from Pharaoh: and Mo- 
is cricd unto the Lord, becauſe of the frogs which he had brought upon 
Pharaoh. And the Lord did according to the word of Moſes. 

g Gen. 20. 19, So Abraham prayed unto God; and God healed Abime- 
lech, and his wife, and his maid-ſervants; and they bare children. 

r Acts 7. 59, 60. And thcy ſtoned Stephen ;—And hc kneeled down, aud 
cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this fin to their charge. And when he 
had ſaid this, he fell afleep. [To the honour of many of our ſufferers , in the late 
per/ecuting period, they died awning, and praying for the then civil per ſeculing powers, | 

Luke 23. 34. Thea faid Jeſus, Father, forgive them; for they know 
not what they do. | 

Mat. 5. 44. But I ſay unto you, Love your enemies, bleſs them that 
curſe you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which deſpite- 
fully uſe you, and perſecute you. 

t 2 Chron. 15. 12, 15. And they [viz. Judah and Benjamin] entered into a 
covenant to ſeek the Lord God of their fathers, with all their heart, and 
with all their ſoul; and all Judah re oice l at the oath ; for they had ſworn 
with all cheit heart. 
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EPITAPHS and INSCRIPTIONS, Ge. 


MonuMENTUM Mi. Htnrici, ARESKINI, Paſtoris 
Chirnſidis, qui obut 10. Aug. 1696. Ætatis ſuæ 72. 


Sanctus ARESKINUS, ſaxo qui conditur iſto, 
Eſt lapis eterni vivus in ade DE1: 

Non ceſtu lapis hic technavi volubelis ulla: 
Luippe fide in petra conſtabilitus erat. 


Under this ſtone here lies a ſtone, 
Living with God above: 

Built on the rock was ſuch a one, 
Whom force nor fraud could move. 


— 
—— 


In Dominum THOMA Bosroxunu, nuper paſtorem 
Atricenſem, qui obut Anno 1732, 


Dotibus illuſtris nituit BosSTONUS opimis ; 
Haud peperere Virum tempora noſtra parem. 

Ornarunt radiis tot eum pulcherrima jundtis 
Ut caluere omnes ejus amore pii. 


The great the grave, judicious Bos rox's gone, b 
Who once, like Athanaſius bold, {tood firm alone : 
Whoſe golden pen to future times will bear 

His fame, till in the clouds his Lok p appear. 4 


EeitAaPH on that laborious and ſucceſsful Preacher, the 


Rev. Mr. JohN HunTex, late Miniſter of the Goſpel 
at Gateſnall ; ordained Oct. 17. 1739. and deccaſed 


Jan. 7. 1740. © 


Ioſe PETRUS, quamvis hominum Piſcator, obivit : 
Horum hic Venator, quin properanter? obit. 


This mighty HunTes, well imploy'd, 
Between the diſtant poles, 

His mortal body ſoon deſtroy'd, 
To ſave immortal ſouls. 


a This was our author's father. 5 He died on Saturday, May 20. 1738. 
c In the affair of Profe ſſor Stwsow, at the General Aﬀſembly, 1729, 
d Mcanins his excelient writings that were correQted by himnfelt: 
e Mr. Hunter was the firſt licenced and ordain by the Aſlortate Preſby tory, 
dee A more ample account of him, in an Appendix, ſubjoiued to vis Ozdingti 
on- Scrmon, vol. VII. b. 233,250, 
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MonumenTuM M*'. GutiELMt WILsox, Paſtoris Per. 
thenſis, qui in Domino ſuo Ieſu Chriſto obiit, Anno 
1741. Etatis ſuæ 51. 


Nuper eras Paſtor divus Doctorque diſertus : 
| Nunc ſuper aſtra volas, hic licet offa cubant : 
Magnum edunt Nomen tua dicta, didactica 
Majus cælica vita comes, maximum et uberius. 


More brave than David's mighty men, 
This champion fought it fair, 

In Truth's defence, both by the pen, 
The pulpit, and the chair. f 

He ſtood with his Aſſociates true, 
To Scotland's ſolemn oath; 

And taught to render homage due, 
To Gop, and Cæſar both. 


Earth raging, from his ſacred poſt 
Dtebar'd the worthy Sage: 

Heav'n frown'd, and ſent a furious hoſt 
To'venge the ſacrilege. 

Mourn Zion! your Elijah's gone, 
And wafted to the ſkies : 

Mourn! till his fiery car bring down 
A ſoul of equal. ſize. 


An Errrarh upon the Grave-ſtone of the Rev. Mr. 
Tromas BALLANTINE, who was ordained Miniſter at 
Sanquhar, Sept. 22. 1742. and died Feb. 28. 1744. 
Aged 30 years, 


This ſacred Herald, whoſe ſweet mouth 
Spread goſpel light abroad, 

Like Timothy was but a youth, 
And yet a man of Gop. 


f He was poſſeſt of a very public ſpirit for the declarative glory of Gol, 
was a great many years Profeſſor of Divinity, and wrote elaborately in de- 
fence of the Reformation principles of the church of Scutlaud, 
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Soon did the young, yet ready ſcribe, 
1. A friend for CHRIs T appear; 
And was among the Aſſociate Tribe, 
A covenanted Seer. 


He for the Reformation Cauſe, 
Contended with renown; 

Among that noted number was 
The firſt that gain'd the crown, 8 


His zealous ſoul, with haſty pace, 
Did mortal life deſpiſe, 

To feed the lambs around the place 
Where now his body lies. 


”_—_ 


Q 


—— — 


1. — 


An Insc&1PT10N on the Grave. ſtone of Col LIN Brown, 
late Provoſt of Perth, who died Oct. 17th, 1741. 
Aged 71 Years. 


Friend, do not careleſs on thy road, 
O'erlook this humble ſhrine; 

For, if thou art a friend of Gop, 
Here lies a friend of thine. 


His cloſet was a Bethel ſweet; 
His houſe a houſe of pray'r: 
In homely ſtrains at Jesvs' feet, 

He wreſtled daily there. 


He to the city was a guide; 
And to the church a fence. 

Nor. could within the camp abide, 
When truth was baniſh'd thence. 


His life and death did both expreſs 
What ſtrength of grace was giv'n: 
His life, a lamp of holineſs ; 
His death, a dawn of heav'n. 


He was the firſt of the Aſſociate Miniſters who died after renewing the 
Covenants. 
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— 


A Sacrer Ops on MarcareT Dewar, my firſt moſt 
affectionate Spouſe, who did Nov. 22. 1730. after 
having born ten children. Aged 32. 


The Law brought forth her precepts ten ; 
And then diflolv*d in grace: 

This vine as many boughs, and then 
In glory took her place. 


Her dying breath triumphantly 
Did that ſweet anthem ſing, 
Thanks be to God for victory; 
O death ! where is thy ſting. 


